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Respecting the ch vk Bl War under the Chri. 

rT (Goublaled. ) 
With the bope ot enforcing our views upon 

this subjeet and for the purpose of showing that 
they are either wild nor visionary, we here of-' 
fer the sentiments of persons respecting it, who 
lived at different periods of time, and were emi- 

nent for their piety or learning. 
¢ War,’ says Erasmus, ‘does more harm to the 

morals of men than even to'their property and 
persons ;’—and again, ‘They who defend war, 
must defend the dispositions which lead to war; | 

and these disposifions are absolutely forbidden 
by the gospel,’ 

Richard Watson, Bishop of Llandaff, asserts 
that * War has practices and prigciples peculiar 
to itself, which but ill quadrate with the rules 
of moral rectitude, and a:e quite abhorrent to the 

benignity of Christianity,’ 
Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon and Lord, 

high Chancellor of ‘England, says, that ‘ War 

introduces and propagates opinions and practi’ 

ces as much against Heaven as against earth ; 

it Jays our mature and our manners as waste as. 

our gardens and habitations ; and we can easily 

preserve the beauty of the one, as the integrity 

of the other, under the cursed jurisdiction of 

drums and trumpets.” 
William Law, a pious minister of the church 

of England, and well known as the author of 

¢A Practical Treatise on Christianity,” avers 
that * There is nota virtue of Goepal geodasio 
but has its’ death blow from war.’ 
The eminent Dr. V. Knox, after remarking 

that almost all the professions have some cha- | 
racteristic manner, observes, * It happens, unfor- | 
tunately, that profligacy, libertinism, and infi- 
delity, are thought by weaker minds, almost as 
necessary a part of a soldier's uniform, as his 

To hesitate at an oath, to de- 

cline intoxication, to profess a regard for reli- 
gion, would be almost as ignominious as to re- 

fuse a challenge.’ 
The Biitish poet, Southey, notwithstanding 

he had eulogized the heroes of his native land, 
was constrained to speak in terms of high com- 
mendation of those who refuse to fight; and he 
declares that ‘The prohibition of war by our 
Divine Master, is plain, literal, and undeniable.’ 
The Bishop of Llandaff, already quoted, says 

¢I am persuaded that when the spirit of Chris-| 
tianity shall exhert its proper influence over the 
‘minds of individuals, and especially over the 
minds of ui: men in their public ¢ ps 

0104 «nis happy ‘period shall ar: 
cease Span the whole chris- 

Now, if it be true that—* The dispositions 
which lead to war are absolutely fordiddan by 
the Gospel ;’—if they * are quite abhorent to the 
benignity of Christianity ;’~if war * introduces 
and propagates opinions and practices as much 
against Heaven as against earth ;’—if it ¢ lays 
our nature and manners as waste as our gardens 
‘and habitations,” and renders it as dificult to 
‘preserve * the beauty of the on; as the integrity 
of the other ;’— 

If * there is not a virtae of Gospel goodness, 
but has its death-blow from war ;’—if it is pro- 
ductive of * profligacy, libertinism, and infidel- 
ity 3*—if all this be troe, should not every wise 
and good man—should not ail who are seeking 
to promote the present and eternal welfare of 
their feliow men, unite in one great and unti- 
ring effort to abolish,—to banish from the earih 
this cruel, demoralizing and destructive scourge ! 
IR state of universal and enduring peace— | B 
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We subjoin the subatince of n Cuan 

‘remarks and state the Rev. Dr. 

special interposition of Divine Provi- | 

We have ventured especially’ t5 retest 
‘attention of those who have oy Adc : 
.ponsible station of ministers and, teachers of the | 
Christian religion, to’ this subject, because, 
whatever affects the character of this’ religion, 
or opposes its progress in the world, seems pe- 
culiatly to claim their notice. . And we would 
suggest, that the fact of our eountry being at 
the present time engaged in war, furnishes a 
strong reason for entering into a careful ‘exami- 
pation of the evidence respecting the lawtu)dess 
of war under tha Gospel dispensation. 
May we venture to ask whether those pacific 

principles by which the Church in the aposto-’ 
lic age—and, indeed, during the first and great- 
‘ér part of the second centuries, was so remark- 
ably distinguished, are inculcated by the Chris- 
tian teachers of the present day, with that clear | 

‘ness and falnees, to which they are justly enti- 

tled 
. Even those who do not fully unite with us in 

the belief, that ‘war is unreservedly prohibited 
‘by. the Christian religion, * must admit that, be; 
-gides the misery and suffering it produces—it is 
highly demoralizing—and that it eminently tends 
to retard the progress of vital religion among 
men :—and if so, the glorious theme of * peace 
on earth” should not fail to find devoted advo- 
cates in all who are sincerely seeking to pro 

mote the present and eternal welfare of their 
fellow men. 
We are aware that when the public mind is. 

strongly excited, it may require great moral cou-' 
rage, and a deep and ‘abiding sense of daty, 
to enable the pastor to.stand firmly at his post, 
and" advocate the noble eause of peace. Bat 
‘these are occasions When, by reason of the po- 
‘sition he occupies, his constant intercourse with 
the people, and the influence he exerts upon 
their feelings, he may—by restraining, or by 
giving a right direction to the popular impulse 
—begome instrumental in hastening tlie day 

| when righteousness shall cover the earth; as the 
waters cover the sea. 
In cone we would ask attention to one 

view of the sshjeet of war, which commends it- 
self with awful solemnity to the cemsideration 
of all, and with peculiar force to those we are 
now addressing. ‘We refer to the ultimate—to 
the unseen consequences of war—to the final 

state; of the myriads of spirits, disembodied, it’ 
is greatly to be feared, while under the influ- 
ence of the most ferocious passions 

ee —and must, we 

! Ph iagannd the most serious at- 

the utter i patibility of war with the meek, 
forgiving, and peaceable spirit of the Gospel, 
lead to increased and earnest efforts to eradicate 
from the earth this the family of ran. 

If, then, the fruits of ‘War be anguish whopeak: {4 
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‘world. This plan was. also adopted : 
church of ‘Rome herself, whose chief efforts for 
the propagation of the faith were directed to the 
greatest and most powerful nations in the world 
and, latterly, especially to the United Statés,—~ 
How could any candid Roman Catholic com- 
‘plain of the efforts of Protestants to extend theif 
religion, in papal countries’ when Rome was do- 
ing so much to extend hers i in “Protestant coun- 
tries? Some Protestants. thought that Roman- 
ists need not be converted ; and others, that they | 
could not be converted.” ‘He | “was “heartily. 
ashamed of both classes. Fhe first showed that 
they did not know. what religion was, or. what 
popery was ; and they'i in-effect condemned their 
own ancestors, who had considered it necessary, 
at an immense sacrifice, 10 come out of the 
chareh of Rome. The. socond: class, besides 
under-valuing the power of truth, show an utter 
ignorance of the facts of the’ case. They had 
‘probably come in contact with Trish Roman Ca- 
‘tholics; who are, it may be, very. bigotted and 
bitter againat Protestants, partly’ on account of | 
the it they have received at’ their hands 

but so far as 
man, Catholie community which could even pre- 
tend (0 complain of oppression from: Protestants 
and therefore, of the 160 millions of Roman 
Catholics in the world, he did ‘not believe that. 
more than seven or eight millions were inimical 
to Protestants. - Many had prejudices against 
‘them, many pitied them, but none were inimical 
to them, with the before me oned exception. 
on the contrary, in the south of Europe and 
south America, they were friendly to Protes- 
tants ; and so they might, for Protestant nations 
had done more to protect them and promote their 
liberty and prosperity. than any others. Roman 
Catholics, in general, were, thus much more. 
‘Open to conversion than is commonly thought, 
and recent experience in France, and elsewhere, 

.| proves this, Butsthere wasa right and a wrong 
way of going about the work. If you began 
with controversy, you began at the wrong end, |. 
and just shut the door upon farther efforts.— | 
The way to do, was, to tell them from the Bible 

‘how a poor sinner might be saved; and after 
they had learned this great truth, leave them to 
decide for themselves about separating'from the 
chureh of Rome, and what other particular com- 

on they would join. He also earnestly | 

‘unconverted persons, to treat them well and 
kindly. If you have any bad tempers or evil 
dispositions, expend them all upon your brother 
Christians ; they have grace to bear with you; 
but do not, upon any account, exhibit them to 
he a lest you throw a mighite : 

odin of 

state of purity in which it stood in the prim 
tive period of its existence ! Gio 

May the Lord in his ‘mercy. hasten the day | 
when this shall be effected when nation shall 
no longer lift up sword against. nation, and’ 
people shall learn war no ‘more; but the king- 

forts to oppose it, and restore the Church to the 3 From the Sailors 7 y 

The Sailor, 
7 (AR the multiplicity of professions. and trades | Or 
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SET kd asi. Shoals and anion may 
lurk: beneath'lee shorés, and beetling crags present 

Jan awful aspect, hidden rocks lie beneath the ‘sur- 
face, many are the mighty obstacles to check the * 
bearing of the gallant ship, which seem as so many 
grim monsters, eager to seize the devoted victims— 
still the sailor braces up to brave the peril. : His 
mind; though ill at-ease, iis abl to: meet emer- 
gency~he sees that everything is made right aloft, 
on deck; below-~and under: the ‘mandgement of a 
master spirit, brings her. through the impending 
danger ; or when ali hope: of - safety is ‘fled, and 
«whistled down thie wind,” he either takes. to the 
long-boat, or, in affection for his dear prized eraft, 
sticks to the last plank. But what dweller upon 
terra firna, at some time or other, when hisbudiness’ 
or pleasure has summoned him: over the waters, has 
wot felt, amidst the perils to which he wes exposed, 
a happy cenfidence in the skill and enérgy: of the 
sailor, when hie finds himself separated - from the 
yawning océan-only'by the few narrow and slender 
planks that composé the frail bark in which he 
sails? Doeshe not; or should he not-at least, feel 
thankful (under the kind . providence: of God) to 
those gallant mariners, by means of whose seaman- 
ship he has been preserved in safety? Whenon a 
wintry night, the wind blows: ftesh, and the lands- 
man retires sick and dispirited to his rocking berth, 
soon he feels the lurching of the ship, the plunging 
‘into the trough of thesea, the breasting the wave, 
the foamy spray dashing off’ the sides or bursting 
over the bulwarks and washing the deck——he hears 
the dailor shouting ‘that everything aloft is « taut 
and trim,” the hatchways. are. fastened down, the 
dead-light in, all goods on ‘deck made snug, the 
steersman is lashed to the heim, and amid the creak- 
ing af the timbers, the rattling of the cordage, the 
straining of the ship, and the bumping of her bows, 
he thinks of the passage of Holy Write They that 
go, down to Pe sein ships, and dv’ ‘business in 
great waters, these see the works of the. Lord, and 
‘his ‘wonder in the deep, for _ ‘he commandeth, and 
raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves 
thereof.” Ha has practical proof of the -omnipo- 
tence of Him who once said, and can say again, to 
the wind and waves, Peace, be still!” and as he 
lies in his cradled couch, he, .exprcises faith in Him, 
“wha, speaking the. word only, « maketh. the storm a 
calm, go that the waves thereof are still.” He re-_ 
flects, too, on. the noble-minded, iron-hearted men 
who are feeling the * pelting of the pitiless. storm, od 
and he can. thank his God for having made: them the 
ingtruments of his care and. guidance. The more 

ove ankial we shall be to this brave 
a Under the direction of 
dom, how much we owe to them—how ines- 
timable lives are entrusted to their frien 
many men of genius and ability —statesmen, philo- 
rainy fal Sa and. ‘a host of others, are 
‘continu ng over the “deep r 
wealth, in merchandise, specie and bu eat og 

and seem to fill up the measure of their "exinton ent dg 
the the life of the sailor fs, perhaps, the most hazardous T 

pnd re. | and the most useful, at particular season 
volving intervals of time. The soldier bears the | 
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