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The @thtau Visftor,

BORN THRICE.
BY THE REV, WM. S. PLU)(ER D. D

God’s people are born three times, once in-
to this world, once into a state of grace, and

once into glory. They and sinners have the
first birth m common. It being the same to
all. “That, which is born of the flesh; is
flesh.” Thisisa great wonder. Devout men
have always ascribed their birth to God, and
said with David :  “ Thou art he, that took me
out of my mother’s bowels, my praise shall
be continually of thee.” W arm should be the
heart and loud should be the song of her, who
is made the joyful mother of a living child.—
To how many is birth at the cost of a mother’s
life. ~ But the pious regard them as matter of
wonder and love. Every good man says: “1
bless God that ever I was born.”

Our second birth brings us into a state of
grace. ‘It is one of the richest mercies of the
covenant. When it occurs, Satan’s  kingdom
falls like lightning. * That, which is born of
the spirit is spirit.” Ttis a work of amazing
power. Paul has used all the strong words
of the Greek language to teach us that we
are renewed by power. He speaks of ‘“the
exceeding greatness of his power” and  the
working of his mighty power.”  ““ The power
of God in regeneration is represented as
among the greatest displays of his omnipo-
tence ever made, or to be made in the history
of theuniverse. When this fair creation rose

- fresh in beauty from the hand of God, the
morning stars sang together, and all the sons
of God shouted for joy; but sweeter songs
will celebrate, and louder shouts attend the
consummation of redemption by the power of]
God!s' Spirit; and brighter glories of God,
and illustrations of his power will be mani-
festéd 'to principalities and powers by the
church, as will cause the light of his glory in
physwal creation to go out and be forgotten,
as the stars fade and are lost amid the splen-
dors of the sun.” Some think it easy to save

" a soul, to bend a will, to change a heart, But
it'is God’s greatest work. Creation is not so
hard. 1t is the most wonderful species of re-

surrection. With men it is impossible ; with

God it is possible. - God in saving a soul puts
forth a 'mightier energy than in making many
worlds.” Upheld in being by God’s power
and left to the freedom of his own will, man

* easily  destroyed himself; but ommpotence

alone can save him. In physics as in morals,
destruction is comparatively easy ; but resto-
ration is hard. A child may, in an hour,
burn down an edifiece, which a hundred men
cannot build in a year. One stroke of a sword
may sunder from the body a limb, which all
the surgeons on earth cannet restore to its
place and to its functions, One may easily
take the life, but fifty millions cannot restore
it. 'T'be second birth is the work of a mighty
power.

It is no less the fruit of matchless kindness.

‘“ God, who is rich-in mercy, for his great love
wh«ewnh he loved us, even when we were
deatd in sins, hath quickened us together with
Christ.” This is the way the Bible speaks.—
It never speaks any other way. ~The new
birth is the fruit of infimite love.

- 'That love too is' exercised in a sovereign|

way “ Of his own will begat he us.” They
who are born again, are born, not of blood,

wor of the will of the flesh, nor of the wlll of
man, but of God.”

Sometimes this birth is called a tnmlzmon
As Enoch and Elijah were taken out of this
world and botne to heaven, so is the soul - in
its renewal “ trunalnted out of darkness” (no
darkness is so gross' except that “ outer dark-
ness,”) *“ info the kingdom of God’s dear Son.”
“ And what is that kingdom but righteousness,
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost?” Then

sinfal nature is slain, and grace | ‘sits ‘upon the

throne of the heart, swayihg her'
E?W«M seeptre over the will and afféctions.

his new birth' we wust all have or “perish.—
Better to hiave been born a heathen, a mon-
stér, or a-beast, yea better never to hlv'e been
born at all; than Mot to be ‘born again.
day of one’s birth is kept by many, but the
::ly of one s nc* bm.h is far more worthy of]

¢ ‘are’ ih'due ‘time born into

f!o ‘5 the end of the Christian race,
s the 'rdtdd of" the ’oeﬂevet’d

darkness there ; for the Lord God glveth them 1mprovement

The North American Colo-|ciful purposee of Hnm whose wxsdom is inscru-
light, and the Lamb is the light thereof.”|nies, the offspring of the reformation, com-|table, by occasioning the attendance of some
society is pure, peaceful and holy. The menced more than a century later than thelif it 1mpede the attendance of -others, —Lan-
employments never produce fatigune. The en-|South American; and now these colonies|don Baptist Magazine.
joyments never bring satisfy. | have grown toa natlon which exerts more in-
o P 'I‘shcli;ﬂ;er land, fluence in the world, tgan all tﬂe nations and
ve héthi mot seen & aly ghibie hay, . colonies of Spanish blood. And the main
})ir‘;:::;hc::::gf ?:::ﬂ:;??;ﬁn%: ?:.':(? ’ cause of the d‘x)ﬂ'erence is, that the Gospel ex-
i e "f;"';a'?h’g':"'f'}'se"‘*:eb.oom erted a controling influence over the one, and
ELI:‘ged\t::ndn?he cloud an?i 'h:) roud ?ﬁe tomb, Popery over the other.
- Itisthere” ) ; ) But now the time is coming for civilization
An ancient artist, being requested to paint|to avenge 1tself on poper for all the checks
Helen, drew a female form with a thick veil|which it has put upon it. 'he iations that have
where the face should be, thus confessing that|so bsnig “ wandered after the beast,” and bowed
he could not pﬂil]t her beauty. Neither can Subm]ss[ve]y to the cause of the“- own de
I paint glory. dation, are beginning to see at once the?ﬁ-
ference and its cause. The higher prosper-
ity of those nations that have encouraged li-|;
berty of conscience, and welcoined the Gos-
pel, is a fact, which is now entering with great
power into the thoughts of men under the dark
4. The frst inclines to sin. * They -go dominicn of anti-christ. And whe:g religious
astray so soon as they be born.” 'I'he others motives cannot come to bear, this view of the

inclinte to holiness.  “* He, that is born of God, sccular adv antz;lges of rehbg‘lous Sfreedom xslex-
sinneth not.” At their last birth, believers| €rting great influence. kven Spain 1s at last
are * presented without spot or wrinkle, or getting the idea, .‘h“ tl}ere is & qatnonal ad-
blemish, or any such thing.” vantage to be derived from allowing men li-
4. -'I"hev all prove that God is almighty. herty to think. - Atid the 'conductors of pub-
5. They all prove that God is ok lic Journals there are pleading for sueh li-
6. Their mannerof cccurrence is not very lé;r;:; ’i:tn g’eﬁ;o::él bt‘::’;(t{ :Ii'frlg:::zn‘:llgl :l:);
clear to us. 'The transition from nothing to 0 Sp

something, from death to life, from earth to othet irmprovethénts, uniess they ‘cun’hive 1i-

heaven will perhaps ever be somewhat obscure. beflt‘%“t:‘:";g:;::l;;“;? r;ea‘:?ownav:m:n“\:rel:,ch
“Thou knowest not what is the way of the y way

Spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the|® the civilization genecrated by the Reformation
womb of her that is with child.” ¢ Whence is coming bacl\ on Popery with a crushing
came 1! memory cannct say. «« TPhe POWET, and in which it is destined to avenge
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest itself for all the violence inflicted for three

the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence centuries. ItAw“S Popery itself that made the
i . S issue—that one or the other must be extermi-
it cometh, nor whither it goeth, so Is every

one that is born of the Spirit.” “ Now we pated. " Audiriow Oteifiabiiog il joinefi e
500 through a glass darkly.” issue ; and following the track of vital Chris-
Each of these births has its sorrows.— | t1an1ty ’.a"d '.de.lmhed with Rs destinies, it is
We come into the world with a cry. We going forth in ite poweer to the ‘sure rosuit.—|;
forsake sin and turn to God with great sor- Agamﬁt the crtiysetin of ths nlr}t;teepth oy
row, weeping as for a first born, or as the tury, Romanism cannot stand.—Puritan.

people wept at Hadadrimmon in the valley
of Megiddun, when good King Josiah was
slain. We also leave the world with a groan.
And yet of the xjghteouns it is always true,|.
‘“ that the day Of‘[%dth is better than the day
of one’s birth.”

8. We cannot be born again without being

Making Secret Puyér?leasant

1. Be regularin the observante of it. Ar-
range your affairs with reference to your daily
seasons of retirement ; and do it with just as
much purpose as thh referénce to your ordi-
pary meals; and if 'you are very irregular in
the latter, with more.

2. Watch over your life and conversation.
If you suffer yourself to be betrayed into any
irregularity of conduct, or frivolity of conver.
sation, it will press like lead upon your spirits
a8 you enter your closet. There i1s meaning
in the words of the apostle, * Watching there-
unto, with much perseverance.”

3. Prepare for it by meditation. The minn
which has been engrossed by secular business,
needs time to recall itself, that it may. gain a

REMARKS.

1. The first of these birthsis natural ; the
second and third are supernatural.

Q2. The first is carnal; the others are
spiritual.

You must labour to secure . the conception of
a present God. You are alone with a grieved,
offended, yet compassionate friend. That
friend is He before whom the angels veil their
faces. . There must be a preparation in order
to enter suitably into communion with Him.

4. Read, in connection with your devotions,
a few pages in such works as Baxter’s Saint’s
Rest, Kempis’' Initation of Christ, and above
all, devotional pertions of the Bible.

5. Let your heart dictate every word you
atter in the form of prayer. In other words,
do not go to the closet merely to discharge
your conscience in relation to the duty; but
go there to unburden your soul of its emo-
tions; and while there do not utter words sig-
nificant of - desires you do not feel, If you
have not the emotion which you ought to have,
do not mock God by expressions which sig-
nify its possession, but meditate and pray for
it till it is awakened; and when it comes,
utter it.

6. Pray much to Christ.. He can be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities. He was
templed—Qried—in all points as we are, and
presents himself before us in a form to meet
our sympathies and invite our most confidin
in consequence of this, a lodgmg was taken approaches. Why did Stephen, in the houg
for her in Wells street, Hackney. Her pa-|of his trial, pray, * Lord Jesus, receive my
reutx-(;D\yerc yery much ndyerse to Me"hod‘,‘:” spirit 7’ There is a volume of instruction in
born; nor can we be born into glory without ::;;lh ‘:ze:)e;t::{l sc’ 1::1“1;“\3:5 ];l.::ﬂ:l::ﬁpe:g l: that prayer. It points us to One who, having
being born into a state of grace. Yet our se- tomied er :wain .t gtheir Wty f:aarin trod the path of temptation, suffering, death,
cond birth is greater than the first, and thel, oot o0 o K state of her hoabthi gl vioug bears towards us the heart of a brother—that"
third is greater than the second. This shows|"’ dm h w‘;’a - 09“ . I Y Liad| e be touched—combined with omnipotence
that although one must precede the other, )ed’e" er Jier, gloomy. re good people invited|y, gove, Christian Alliance.

her to their family worship, but she steadily re-
it is-not the cause of the other, for the cause :
must be as great as the effect. tused, saying she belonged to the Church of

Eugland. - She oceasionally, however, over- dews I Banype,
9. The best part of every christian’s exist-| fr d the " good mah "in pra’yer hivb il the. The ways of Providence are to be ebserved
PACS Yo SaicRme. - IVENITE T-Aetetiy o) wainscot, and could not help thinking he was in. the influence which the Jows are now.c:

Providential Mhewers.
A young lady, the daughter of a tradesman
in the city, (London,) fell into ill-health, and

grace, and nature and grace are both inferior erting in Europe.  For a long time they hav,
to glory. Why then do even the pions start arg;x); ﬁ:::;;:?sg‘;btfs:::n:: ;O;m!mmf:“eﬂexerted vast u?guenceon Eu:gpem com{neroe
at death? It is strange that a subjest of! P and Jews have been the bankers of kings ; and

t"(t;xixz evening when takmg her walk, afP0W they have become as potent in politics
shower suddenly can;:, on for which she was ::ft :?:l:::::ng gi 3‘: 4 ad"";‘. ;?:;"ms
not prepared, and she ran for shelter to the tions T
porch of the ¢hapel ot which the late excel- dom,ha l?'ge“?‘"o" are Jews ; and out of the
sy Mrd Collisonfev: a:d‘the lmin;stm erﬂ th, o iy 1 Eno::peom: birzeqw}z:s qlzew‘:ﬂ?rgao‘?:h C::t
o : :’:mgt:nedﬁtntomgo lr)ey;:d ‘::t In hu:::'i:; wieux (a Jew) was the means.of pm’enung
Civilization versus Romanism However, to the poreh, shé became exhausted :he proclamation of the young Duke of Or-
For many centuries, Romanism has -sus-iin consequence of her weakness, and would| $*™® in the streets of Paris, immediately on
tained a broad and effectual resistance to cis{hdve sunk, had-not the pew-opener who was ﬁ?‘ abdication of his grandfather. - He coun-
vilization. - But now its ancient enemy hasbe-|sitting near the door, caught hold of her, m selled, that this lhwld take place, with the
come too strong for it.  And that civilization) placed her on a seat which was within s M‘HMW S

which has recewed its quickening from vital |ehapel. * Bhe felt unwilling to remain when the rs.. - He then burried off through byeways,
Christianity, seems now in'away to become|shower shwld have'ceased, bt after the kind.| 24 communicated. the intelligence that the:
of itself an agent of unlimited power in overs|ness of the pew-opener shé did nos Tike torise{ !0 throne was m’i ‘before the Duchess and. her
turning the strongholds of Romanism. = This|in‘the face of the congregation, and leave ‘the{2OM he impression which, in all
may in both parts'be illustrated in the history: m ‘and by the time the shower had "“ prob lhty, ‘:I:lld h:;; been produced onthe
and present pesition. of the Spanish race, to ﬂhebeguntofulﬁntereuedmﬂn iy y their sudden appearance

say nothiing of | countless other sources of i W {them to receive their allegiance, wasdestroyed.

grace should be so reluctant to become the
subject of glory.” God can and will cure
this shrinking, and then we shall

““ Burst from the thraldom of encumbering clay,
Aud spring te liberty, and light, aad life.”

[New York Observer.

lustration. commenced whesn shelen-|A2d When they did_arrive, it was the sam
ful but 'I:hmhnndred years i‘o the Spuuim r::' w;%ﬁhm‘l ‘““ iJew”vho rom’;unee(ﬁﬁ; fatal words—* Tog
was behind none of - its' mmpauy unom. mind deeply affected. The result, wnder the| mp w éh::bm the' Wthowh?lwm’h
in civilization and political adv Spain| divine blessing, was her conversion. in “;wé‘»l a }m whole conti-
was the seat of the Empnorofv mmy-—“.‘wb“m l“l‘ greatly ' di mt%wwm iﬂbdensn of
R s And it was in a course of - n by colo- what had occurred, ‘that mqu{ﬂ" fba '»9“5931{' 139%‘5 WMW“
nies; and  of  absorption of ithe wealth :of the instead of “her gl retribution on despo govemnenu, for
::&es of South Amenca It wuthu::ldz her MM were in 404 m ’ ‘" h‘!&; ,_,_0‘1 ﬁom them e
rare advantag ol hrtodmﬁi whodd ahdiat ‘ :
% e head of tt’e cnvﬂnzmw m wor}d w.dm{h“ spiritual G""d and they also bes{ - Jm‘ mﬂmu lu,
t Romanism, the great enemy to all im- came decidedly ﬂonymw ..of an, infant,” it h’ been .
prdfemgptg of humam lay as a mare active in the school. um females,; w "‘,n a %Mﬂhmm :
uP“?ﬂ i é!«m on. &herm nation Mt felt by the ] Muﬂmmf- W sun s only

n& not its own

: wm’
: w ,

proper atfitude to commence with Jehovah.:

the medium of the Cham-



