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BORN THRICE. 
BY THE REV, WM. 8S. PLUMER, D. D. 

Gods people are born three times, once in- 

to this world, once into a state of grace, and 
once into glory. They and sinners have the 
first birth mm common. It being the same to 
all. “That, which is born of the flesh; is 
flesh.” This isa great wonder. Devout men 
have always ascribed their birth to God, and 
said with David : “Thou art he, that took me 
out of my mother’s bowels, my praise shall 
be continually of thee.” Warm should be the 
heart and loud should be the song of her, who 
is made the joyful mother of a living child. — 
To how many is birth at the cost of a mother’s 
life. ~ But the pious regard them as matter of 
wonder and love. Every good man says: “1 
bless God that ever I was born.” 
Our second birth brings us into a state of 

grace. ‘It is one of the richest mercies of the 
covenant. When it occurs, Satan's kingdom 
falls like lightning. * That, which is born of 
the spirit is spirit.” Ttis a work of amazing 
power. Paul has used all the strong words 
of the Greek language to teach us that we 
are renewed by power. He speaks of ‘“ the 
exceeding greatness of his power” and the 
working of his mighty power.” “The power 
of God in regeneration is represented as 
among the greatest displays of his omnipo- 
tence ever made, or to be made in the history 
of the universe. When this fair creation rose 

* fresh in beauty from the hand of God, the 
morning stars sang together, and all the sons 
of God shouted for joy; but sweeter songs 
will celebrate, and louder shouts attend the 
consummation of redemption by the power of] 
God!s' Spirit; and brighter glories of God, 
and illustrations of his power will be mani- 
festéd "to principalities and powers by the 
church, as will cause the light of his glory in 
physical creation to go out and be forgotten, 
as the stars fade and are lost amid the splen- 
dors of the sun.” Some think it easy to save 

"a soul, to bend a will, to change a heart, But 
itis God's greatest work. Creation is not so 
hard. It is the most wonderful species of re- 
surrection. With men it is impossible ; with 
God it is possible. - God in saving a soul puts 
forth a mightier energy than in making many 
worlds.” Upheld in being by God’s power 
and left to the freedom of his own will, man 

* easily destroyed himself; but omnipotence 
alone can save him. In physics as in morals, 
destruction is comparatively easy ; but resto- 
ration is hard. A child may, in an hour, 
burn down an edifice, which a hundred men 
cannot build in a year. One stroke of a sword 
may sunder from the body a limb, which all 
the surgeons on earth cannot restore to its 
place and to its functions, One may easily 
take the life, but fifty millions cannot restore 
it. Tbe second birth is the work of a mighty 
power. 

It is no less the fruit of matchless kindness. 
‘“ God, who is rich-in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
deatd in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ.” This is the way the Bible speaks.— 
It never speaks any other way. ~The new 
birth is the fruit of infinite love. 
- That love too is exercised in a sovereign| 
way. “ Of his own will begat he us.” They 
who are born again, are born, not of blood, 
wor of the will of the flesh, nor of the wil of 
man, but of God.” 

Sometimes this birth is called a chamelation 
As Enoch and Elijah were taken out of this 
world and borne to heaven, so is the soul in 
its renewal “ translated out of darkness” (no 
darkness is so gross except that “outer dark- 
ness,” ) *“ info the kingdom of God's dear Son.” 
“ And what is that kingdom but righteousness, 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost?” Then 
sinfal nature is slain, and grace | sits ‘upon the 
throne of the heart, swaying her’ ful but 

pier seeptre over the will and affections. 
his new birth’ we must all have or “perish.— 

Better to have been born a heathen, a mon: 
stér, or a. beast, yea better never to hive been 
born at all; than Motto be ‘born again. 
day of one’s birth is kept by many, but the 
~ of Pura] 8 new birth is far more worthy of] 

¢ ‘are’ ih<'due ‘time born into 
ts a lay ettd of the Christian race, 
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foo there ; for the Lord God giveth them 

“"T'he| nies; and / of absorption of ith 

light, and the Lamb is the light thereof.” 
society is pure, peaceful and holy. The 

nies never produce fatigue. The en- 
joyments never bring satisfy. 

“ The better land, 
Eve hath not seen it my gentle bay, 
Ear hath not heard its deep sougs of joy ; 
Dreams cannot picture a world so fair ; 
Sorrow and death may vot enter there : 
Time doth not breathe on its fadeless bloom 
For beyond the cloud and beyond the tomb, 

- Itis there” 

An ancient artist, being requested to paint 
Helen, drew a female form with a thick veil 
where the face should be, thus confessing that 
he could not paint her beauty. - Neither can 
I paint glory. 

REMARKS. 

1. The first of these births is natural ; 
second and third are supernatural. 

2. The first is carnal; the others are 
spiritual. 

4. The first inclines to sin.” ‘‘ They go 
astray so soon as they be born.” The others 
incline to holiness.  ““ He, that is born of God, 
sinneth not.” At their last birth, believers 
are * presented without spot or wrinkle, or 
blemish, or any such thing.” 

4. They all prove that God is almighty. 
5. They all prove that God is love. 
6. Their manner of cccurrence is not very 

clear to us. The transition from nothing to 
something, from death to life, from earth to 
heaven will perhaps ever be somewhat obscure. 
“Thou knowest not what is the way of the 
Spirit, nor how the bones do grow in’ the. 
womb of her that is with child.” ‘ Whence 
came I? memory cannct say.” ¢ The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence 
it cometh, nor whither it goeth, so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit.” “ Now we 
see through a glass darkly.” 

Each of these births has its sorrows.— 
We come into the world with a cry. We 
forsake sin and turn to God with great sor- 
row, weeping as for a first born, or as the 
people wept at Hadadrimmon in the valley 
of Megiddun, when good King Josiah was 
slain. We also leave the world with a groan. 
And yet of the xjghteouns it is always true,|. 
‘“ that the day ve is better than the day 
of one’s birth.” 

8. We cannot be born again without being 
born; nor can we be born into glory without 
being born into a state of grace. Yet our se- 
cond birth is greater than the first, aud the 
third is greater than the second. This shows 
that although one must precede the other, ye# 
it is not the cause of the other, for the cause 
must be as great as the effect. 

9. The best part of every christian’s exist- 
ence is yet to come. Nature is inferior to| 
grace, and nature and grace are both inferior 
to glory. Why then do even the pions start 
at death? ‘“It is strange that a subjest of 
grace should be so reluctant to become the 
subject of glory.” God can and will cure 
this shrinking, and then we shall 

““ Burst from the thraldom of encumbering clay, 
Aud spring te liberty, and light, aad life.” 

[New York Observer. 

the 

Civilization versus Romanism. 

For many centuries, Romanism has sus~ 
tained a broad and effectual resistance to cis 
vilization. - But now its ancient enemy has-be- 

improvement. The North American Colo- 
nies, the offspring of the reformation, com- 
menced more than a century later than the 
South American; and now these colonies 

| have grown toa nation, which exerts more in- 
fluence in the world, than all the nations and 
colonies of Spanish blood. And the main 
cause of the difference is, that the Gospel ex- 
erted a controling influence over the one, and 
Popery over the other. 

But now the time is coming for civilization 
to avenge itself on popery, for all the checks 
which it has put upon it. ‘he nations that have 
sobong “ wandered after the beast,” and bowed 
submissively to the cause of their own degig- 
dation, are beginning to see at once the dif- 
ference and its cause. The higher prosper- 
ity of those nations that have encouraged li-|; 
berty of conscience, and welcoined the Gos- 
pel, is a fact, which is now entering with great 
power into the thoughts of men under the dark 
dominicn of anti-christ. And where religious 
motives cannot come to bear, this view of the 
secular advantagés of religious freedom is ex- 
erting great influence. Kven Spain is at last 
getting the idea, ‘that there is a national ad- 
vantage to be derived from allowing men li- 
berty to think. And the conductors of pub- 
lic Journals there are pleading for sueh li- 
berty, on the ground that foreigners will not 
come into Spain and build railroads and make 
other improvements, unless they can have li- 
berty to bring their own religion with them. 
This is but ane out of many ways, in which 

the civilization generated by the Reformation 
is coming back on Popery with a crashing 
power, and in which it is destined to avenge 
itself for all the violence inflicted for three 
centuries. It was Popery itself that made the 
issue—that one or the other must be extermi- 
nated. And now Civilization has joined the 
issue ; and following the track of vital Chris- 
tianity, and identified with fts destinies, it is 
going forth in its power to the sure result.—|; 
Against the civilization of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, Romanism cannot stand.— Puritan. 

Providential Nhowers. 
A young lady, the daughter of a tradesman 

in the city, (London,) fell into ill-health, and 
in consequence of this, a lodging was taken 
for her in Wells street, Hacksicy. Her pa- 
rents were very much adverse to ! Mothudiats 
and Dissenters; and finding that the people 
with whom ¢he lodged were Dissenters, cau- 
tioned her against their sentiments, fearing 
that in the weak state of her health, they wou.d 
wender her gloomy. The good people invited 
her to their family worship, but she steadily re- 

England. - She oceasionally, however, over- 
heard the good man "in prayer through the. 
wainscot, and could not help thinking he was 

precise notions as she conceived him to e 
tertain. 
One evening when taking her walk, a 

shower suddenly came on for which she was 
not prepared, and she ran for shelter to the 
porch of the chapel of which the late excel- 
lent Mr. ‘Collison was the minister ; but like 
the gentleman referred to last month, she de- 
termined not to go beyond it. ‘In hastening, 

in consequence of her weakness, and would 
hdve sunk, had-not the pew-opener who was 

come too strong for it. And that civilization) 
which has received its quickening from vital 
Christianity, seems now in'a’way to becom 
of itself an agent of unlimited power in ove 
turning the strongholds of Romanism. = This 

and present position. of the Spamish race, t 
say nothing of | countless other sources of i 
lustration. 
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sitting. near the door, caught hold of her, dn 
placed her on a seat which was within 
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d, she begun ids yr rob grog 

= 
iim: deep y affected. “The result, under 

\ divine blessing, was her conversion. 
rents; who were at first greatly dis d 
what had occurred, ‘hat her new rel-| 

instead of “her gl 
her bate: Jar bs 

company her to the. plade where she ha 
es this spiritual good, and they also k 
came decidedly pidus. 
active in the school for Jewish females; 

by the ] Ee 

tused, saying she belonged to the Church of 

a good man, though mistaken in forming pie! 

however, to the porch, she became exhausted 

ation, and leave the|**" 
may in both parts’ be illustrated in the history; [place ‘and by the pi. pg as ue | well prob 

i % 

ciful pipes of Him wiicee od is inscru- 
table, by occasioning the attendance of some 
if it impede the attendance of -others.—ZLon- 
don Baptist Magazine. 

Making Secret Prager Pleasant 
1. Be regular in the observance of it. Ar- 

range your affairs with reference to your daily 
seasons of retirement ; and do it with just as 
much purpose as with reference to your ordi- 
nary meals; and if 'you are very irregular in 
the latter, with more. 

2. Watch over your life and conversation. 
If you suffer yourself to be betrayed into any 
irregularity of conduct, or frivolity of conver. 
sation, it will press like lead upon your spirits 
as you enter your closet. There 1s meaning 
in the words of the apostle, * Watching there- 
unto, with much perseverance.” 

3. Prepare for it by meditation. The min 
which has been engrossed by secular business, 
needs time to recall itself, that it may. gain a 
proper attitude to commence with Jehovah.: 
You must labour to secure the conception of 
a present God. You are alone with a grieved, 
offended, yet compassionate friend. That 
friend is He before whom the angels veil their 
faces. . There must be a preparation in order 
to enter suitably into communion with Him. 

4. Read, in connection with your devotions, 
a few pages in such works as Baxter's Saint's 
Rest, Kempis’ Iitation of Christ, and above 
all, devotional pertions of the Bible. 

5. Let your heart dictate every word you 
utter in the form of prayer. In other words, 
do not go to the closet merely to discharge 
your conscience in relation to the duty; but 
go there to unburden your soul of its emo- 
tions; and while there do not utter words sig- 
nificant of - desires you do not feel, If you 
have not the emotion which you ought to have, 
do not mock God by expressions which sig- 
nify its possession, but meditate and pray for 
it till it is awakened; and when it comes, 
utter it. 

6. Pray much to Christ. He can be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities. He was 
templed—Qried—in all points as we are, and 
presents himself before us in a form to meet 
our sympathies and invite our most confiding 
approaches. Why did Stephen, in the hour 
of his trial, pray, * Lord Jesus, receive wy 
spirit 7” There is a volume of instruction in 
that prayer. It points us to One who, having 
trod the path of temptation, suffering, death, 
bears towards us the heart of a brother—that" 
can be touched—combined with omnipotence 
to save,—Christian Allrance. 

Jews in Europe, 
The ways of Providence are to be observed 

in the influence which the Jews are now e: 
erting in ‘Europe. For a long time they hav. 
exerted vast influence on European commerce, 
and Jews have been the bankers of kings ; and 
now they have become as potent in politics 
and revolutions. Of the radical republicans 
that are hatching revolutions in every king- 
dom, a large portion are Jews ; and out of the 
mouth of a Jew came the word which set 
Europe in a blaze. As is well known, Cre- 
mieux (a Jew) was the means of preventing 
the proclamation of the young Duke of Or- 
leans in the streets of Paris, immediately on 
the abdication of his grandfather. He coun- 
selled, that this cw, df take place. ‘with the 
consent and throughthe medium of the Cham- 
bers. He then wi off through byeways, 
and communicated the intelligence that the 
throne was 5 gg, opin the Duchess and her 

he impression which, in all 
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