70 MAKE A €OOD MINISTER.

Yn this age-of change and fastidious tastes,
when every church is desiring and seeking a
good miuister, any help to secure such a boon
must be of great service to the cause of Christ.
T have met the following fact, which seems to
indicate an available method if not always a
sure one, which I would commend to the pray-
ful considerations of the readers of the Mir-
ror :— )

« A young man was settled in a large and

opular congregation in New—En;;l‘and, under
very flattering circumstances. I'he chupch
and people had settled him with the hefiefehat
he was a young man of more than ordinzary
talents, and with the expectation ef his be-
coming a distingaished man. After ayear or
two, when the novelty of the thing had worn
off, the current scemed to change, and the
feeling prevailed thot Mr. B— was not,
nor likely to be, quite what they expected;——
He did not grow as they thought he would ;
he did" not perform that amount ©

f labour
which wasneeded to build up the chnrch, and
intefest the congregation. Things dragged
heavily. The youug man felt the influence of
the chill atmesphere which thus surrounded
him. His spirits sunk, his health run down,
and it was whispered dround in the society,
and in the n;:ighbor'mg towns, that Mr. B
would probably have to leave; he was not the
man forthe place; he was not the man of ta-
Jents which they liad anticipated. ,

« While things were in this state, at a meet-
ang of the church, when the paster was ah-
sent, (perhaps called to sce what should be
done,) Mr. O ——, an n‘:iclhgfint member of
the church, arose and said, * Brethren, |
think we have been in fault respecting our
minister. 1 think he is a young man of supe-
rior taledts, and will one day be a distinguish-
ed man. But we have not sustained and én-
couraged him as we should. We have not
spoken of him to others with esteem and con-
fidence, as we should. We have been stand-

11 and Jankint on, expecting him to raise
Lots himsed and us to cminerdce. Now let
us adopt a different course.  Let us encourage
our minister with our prayers, our sympathies
and efforts.  Let us speak of him with esteem
and confidence to others, and say that we
think him 2 man of talent, and who bids fair
to be a distinguished man.” _

“"Phe thing was agreed on. The leading
men set the example.  Very soon every one
was speaking in favor of Mr. B—— His peo-
ple visited him, sympathized with him, en-
couraged him; and people out of the society
began to think that Mr. B was rising in
the estimation of his people. The yosng man
felt the change. The cold, damp chill, by
which he had- been. surrounded, and which
bad benumbed the energies of his soul, was
exchanged for a, warm, genial atmosphere.—

His spirits rose, his health returned, his ener-

les awoke, and he soon showed to all that
he had within the elements of a man. Seve-
ral revivals have attended his labours.  In

the affections of the church and people he has

1
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ing, without Christ. It 1s a bastard ‘Christi-
anity that owhs not Christ as its parent! It is
an ignorant Christianity that' looks ‘mot to
Christ as its T'eacher, and that follows not his
teaching. Itis an unpardoned 'Christianity
that looks not to Christ as its Priest. *Itis an
impure Christianity that' is not washed:in the
blood of the Lamb. It isaidisloyal Christian-
itv that does not recognize Christ es its King,
and that hesitates to obey where he commands.
[t is a wayword Christianity that looks not to
Christ as'its example, and that does: not {ol-
low where he leads the way.

'f'he knowledge of the Christian is the
“ knowledze of Christ.” ‘The love of the
Christian is the ¢“ love of Christ.” All his
graces find their aliment at the cvoss.  Christ
crucifizd is his glory and joy - ‘Christ in his
ancreated glory—Christ in his " humanity—
Christ 1n his obedience and templations—
Christ in his deuath and resurrection—Christ
in his kingdem and on his throne—Christ in
his wealthess and his power, in his reproach
and in hbis honour, in his past history and his
coming trivmphs—is the mighty magnet that
attracts his heart, that moves cnd fixes it;and
that fills it with grateful estonishinent and
devotion. Christ it the Word and ordinances
18 meat indeed to ‘hima whenhe'is hungry, and
when he is thirsty itis drink.’ - In the storm
and tempest, Christ is the hiding place; in
the parched desert, he is us rivers of ‘water;
under the noonday sun, heis as the shadow of

He sceks suppiies only from the fuiness of
Christ.  1n death Christ s hrs hife,
resurrcction in the grave. When he stands
in the judgment, Christ is his judge; and
through intérminabie agesis his heaven,

The religion of the cross is full of Christ ;
and this renders it so peaceful and happy a
religion, apd impzris vo1t, not indeed the pa-
roxysms of ecstacy, but * the peace of’ God
that passeth zil undessianding”” Tt begins
and takes r_c: inthe 80!, not until it has felt
the burden oi «in and a «. :se of its condemna-
tion ; not untii it has lear...-1 to'cry for tercy
at the foot of the threne; and not until/it-has
found relief in, believing ' 1n the Soun of God,
and receiving him as all its salvation and all
its desire. ‘I’hen its peace is as a river, and
its joys as the waves of the sea. "It is the
counterpart of heaven. It is the cup of joy
from the river of life, which, clear as crystal,
flows from the throne of God and the Lamb.—
Dr. Spring’s Attraction of the Cross.
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Remory.

How awful is the conviction, that the Book
of Judgment is that of our life, in which every
idle word is recorded, und that no power but
His who made the soul, can obliterate eur
ideas and our deeds from our remembrance
or blot our transgressions, and purify our spi~
rits from the actual indwelling of evil thoughts.

Every individual experience amply testifies!
that the forgotten incidents of long past years
require enly -the touch of ;the kindling spint
to start up. in all their pristine fulness, before
us. How often do we remember having re-
organized, in our dreams, those feelings and|
circumnstances which had been lost to oar
waking consciousness,. in the accumulated
events which passing time had impressed up-
on our minas! And although we cannot say
that we acknowledge, as belonging to our own
actual experience, all the visionary combina-
tions which are thus pre to our notige
in dreams, we yet feel that evéry object in

’

a great rock ina weary land. Christ near
him is' ‘consclation in sorrow, in joy his tri-
awph.  Christ in him is the hope of glory. —|

and his,

| pleasure, to let them appear and stand in view,

fourselves, but ‘also in their infl
destiny of others.

* Memory, indeed, seems intended to qurali-
fy‘us to treasure itnpressions in ‘all worlds,
and.to carry on the record and history of our
feel_mgs from time to eternity. But if the ex-
perietice of earth is to be our all, then memo-
ry is without a safficient purpose. . Is death,
indeed, to end the scéne in perpetual oblivion?
Is- knowledge itself, though theresult of a la-
borious life of attention and of effort to close
forever, like a beautiful symphany, significant
of richer harmany to come, but yet terminat-
ing, we know not why, in abrupt and eternal
silence? 1s the stream 10 be lost, not in the
ocean, butin nothing? No. The everlasting
future grows upon the past—remembrange is
thé Lasis of cternal knowledge. In fact;:the
full purposes of any one of our intelleetual en-
dowments’ does 1ot appear to be fulfilled in the
limited and broken exercise which is alTorded
to it in the present stage of being, since the
utmost advantage we derive from the employ-
ment of our faculties now, is to become reli
cious, that is, to be re-bouid to the worship
and enjoyment of God. Can it be that this
re-binding of the prodigal soul to the Eternal
["ather is only for death, like the victlz: bound
to the altar, to be sacrificed and congmnzdte
ashes, from which no Phenix-life ariscs "—
Power of the Soul over the Body, by George
Moore, M. D.
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The Saints after Death,

When death shall have disencumbered, and
tus tree from all sorts of distempers, and
brought us into the state of perfect and per-
fected spirits, how delectable will that soerety
be, when all shall be full of divine light, life,
love and joy, and freely communicate,.as they
have receivegd freely! How picasant will it
be, to sit down with Abraham, Isaac, aud Ja-
cob, in the kingdom of God! To cenverse
with angeis ! those wise, kind creatures, so full
of  profourdd. knowledge and benignity; io-
structed /by long, uninterrupted -experience
and cbservation of the methods of the Divine
government and dispensation ; highly pleased
with our accession to the general ussembly,
that rejoiced in the conversion.of -a sioner,
whereby bat one was hereafier in due time to
be added, much more in the glorification of so
mauy, that are now actually added to them.!
What delightfal communings will there be of
the mysteries of nature, of the methods of Pro-
vidence, of the wonders of grace, of.the deep
and hidded counsels of God ! In what part it
shall be agreeable to his wisdom and good
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The conferences at the transfiguration made
the transported disciples say, 'us good to be
here, when the glory which, while it cppress-
ed, pleased them ; though this was but a tran-
sient ¥iew. .But above all that i> conceivable
in that other state, how  delectable will their
society be in worship ! in their unanimous ado-
ration of the ever blessed God, Father, Son,
and Spirit., In how pleasant eternal raptures
of delight and praise will all those excellent
creatures be, that inhabit and replenish the
vast realms of light -and bliss; when. all be-
hold bow the several kinds of being, ligit, life,
excellency and perfection, by a perpetual ef-
flux, spring from the first, the Fountain of all
being, thg%qmm of D?i,jéétious and so nume-
rous a progeny, all God-like, and bearing the
bright 1mage of their Father! Oh, the inex-
pressible pleasures of this consociation in wor-
ship, perpetually tendered with so absolute a
plentitude of satisfaction in the dueness of it,

the gu ion of what those

them, is familiar to our knowledge. Some
persons, as we havesaid, on the near approach
of death, have spoken of the incidents of their
ives as being simultaneously presented before
them, as if in a magic mirror, every line, asif

fixed upon a tablet by. the b,}t\. exactly as tha
revealing light fell on it. ‘T'he portrait of th

soul'is the perfect reflection of itself. au
4(5\!&1’] ‘man must see his own character,
forever vigible to the eye of Ged,.and, prok
Dbly, hereafter to angels and to men. .
Reason and revelation agree in asser
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treasury of that religious societ ’I‘heﬂimguk
ry was.caused by the rumour of cruel iféae-
ment to which “this lady ‘was cxposed. The
‘Commissioners fouad her iniaeell, lying on
straw, and with: her feet chained to'a post.—
Her food was scarcely fit for an animal.s It
appears that the wretched woman had suifered
this treatment for fourtcen years, and that she
had beconie insane in cousequence.  Pha
Commissioners ascertained that the abbess and
the bishop were both privy to this disgracefal
craclty. The nuns displayed, on their ex-.
amination, the most revolting heartlessness .
cunning, and reserve. The Government of.
Freiburg, as a matter of course, decreed that
the poor creature should be given yp to the
friends of her family. Another ‘iastanee of
religious perversity is reported from the Can-
ton of Unterwalden. M. Fuster, the parish
priest of Bacchs, thought proper to offer a
young lady of delicate health an asylum in his
house, bat, in order to turn his charity to ac-
count, he cireufated a rumourt of miracles of
which the young woman in question was the
object! He said she every Friday died, and
descended for some hours-to purgatory, where
she conversed with the dead. By the interpo-..
sitton of the Hely Virgin she was afterwarde .
allowed to come to life again, with a {4l con-
sciousness of what she had seen and heard in.
purgatory. This news caused the people of
the surrounding districts to come in crowds
to see the young lady, and inquire for the fate
oi their friends and relations who had passed
the bourne from whence it would appear peo-
ple do sometimes return.  Of ‘course the
young lady was not sparing in her description -
of the purgatorial torment, and she enunciated
it as a'great. truth that there are but three
means teliberate the poor souls from purgato-
ry, viz. ; offerings to the Church, legacies to
the ‘Church, and pilgrimages.: Of eourse,
this applied only to wealthy fimilies, and lurge
sums of money were consequently given to
the Rev. Mr, Fuster. At length it was stated
that the young lady intended to make a public
death at one o’clock r.»1. on the following
Friday and that ghe would be carried to
church, where the Virgin weuld wake her at
four o’clock precisely. Crowds of people as--
sembled from all parts of the -country to see-
the miracle.. Virgins dressed in white, and
holding wreaths of flowers, stood preparedito
carry the sanctified maiden to the church.—
The church elock struck one, and time wore .
on, but the fair saing did not die. The ap-
pointed time was past by half-an-hour, and
still she lay with closed eyes, but'as ‘much
alive as any of the bystanders. Atlength the
Rev. Mr. Fuster leant over her, and whisper-
ed in her ear. He received ap answer in the
same tone of voice, and turning to the impa-
tient crowd,” he informed them that the Holy
Virgin had left the maiden the option either-
to die that hour or at a later hour, and that
she. preferred dying at.a later hour. Some.
people thought this too bad, but the crowd
cried,—* Muracle !” and marvelled vastly.—
Deutsche Zeitung. : ' -
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Hints for Improvement.

Charles Butler, a ' distinguished English,
lawyer and a fine scholar, ascribes his saving
of time to these rules: Very early risiﬁm
systematic division of his tune ; absence ;
all company and from all diversions not likely
to amuse him highly ; from reading, writing,
or even thinking, on' modern party-politics ;.
and, above all, never permitting a'bit or ‘scrap:
of time to be unemployed-—have supplied him.
with an abundance of literary howrs. * -
'His ' literary acquisitions ‘are principally-
'o:w,hg{o'the rigid Ob!etvméebﬁﬁ‘m‘ rules :—.
1. To direet his g*:ﬁon»tp-mmuen‘ topio
only at a time ; 2. To read the best boo wupon 3 ,
Where the subject was contentious, to read the;
best book on. each’ 'side ; ‘4. "To find out men.
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