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TUE SABBATH PRIZE ESSATS.

A public meetin%l took place in the City
Hall, Glasgow, on Monday, the 4th of June,
for the purpose of distributing thirty supple-
mental prizes, of £5 each, to successful com-
petitors for the Sabbath Prize Essays.—
Though the time allowed for giving - in these
essays was very short, no fewer than-1,045
essays were received. This led to a list of
supplementary prizes, three being thought far
too few for 1,045 competitors. About seventy
additional prizes were given. Her Majesty
gave her patronage, and Prince Albert put
down his name for ten prizes. Subsequently,
further prizes were added, till the number was
raised to nearly 100.

Mr. Oakey, one of the adjudicators, gave
some account of the movement. The * Pear]
of Days” had already reached a sale of 30,000
copies, and had been translated into French.
An American edition of 5,000 copies had
been,circulated : it was also being translated
into Spanish and Welsh. He believed they
owed it to the Sunday-school svstem, that so
many essays were given in. Nineteen out of
every twenty made mention more or less of
the Sabbath-school ; and at least five out of
six mentioned that the writer had been bene-
fitted by Sabbath-school instruction. When
in London, dining with twenty of the compe-
titors, he put a question to each as to the be-
nefit they derived, directly, or indirectly, from
Sabbath-schools. The answer given by nine-
teen out of the twenty persons was, that they
owed their conversion, directly or indirectly,
to Sabbath-school instruction. Since. the
London meeting for the first distribution of
prizes, the competitors had been visited, and
had formed themselves into committees.—
Two visitors had been going from town to
town in Scotland, forming the working-men
into Sabbath Protection Committees. In Lon-
don they had formed four districts—east, west,
north, and south.” Each member subscribed
one penny per week, to form half-yearly prizes
for essays on the Sabbath. It .was the pur-
pose of the association to issue tracts, and
establish lectures on Sabbath afternoons.—
The Chairman, in whom the whole matter had
its origin (cheers) had sent up to the London
City Mission, 2,000 copies of Quinton’s essay
which gained the first prize, to be lent by the
. City Missionaries among the population of
London. He had also given 1,000 copies of
the same to the Christian Instruction Soeiety ;
1,000 copies had been given to the Irish Evan-

occupy such ground.

does the Christian leave the sinner.
is a growth in sin as really asin grace. And
that process goes on in every hmpenitent man.
He treads, with a firmer step aund a sironger
will, the pata of disobedience.
more and muse power, and the great concerns
of religion less und less.
ther and farther froin all prospects of reconcei-
liation to God, and descending into a state of
more {ixed and decided alienation from God.

of a'place in the carriages, and these he putlit, they are leaving me to be wrapped
into a kind of baggage-truck (laughter.) The
relation they bere to each other was this—
75 were put into the coupe, that he might
read them for the purpose of selecting the
three prizes, 210 were put into the first-class
carriage, 210 into the second-class, 290 into

the third-class, and 290 got into the trucki—

Of those in the carriages, three-fourths were

really respectable essays. In reading them, he
limited himselfto 5 in the day, noting ‘their
charactefistics as he proceeded, and it took
him about nine months to get through the
whole of them. It was with grief they were
obliged to leave out of their list many essays
¢haracterized by sound sense, but which,
from want of style, could not be put before the
public. '

———————

THEY WERE LEAVING ME,

Of many a young inquirer after salvation,
it has been asked, ** And what has disturbed
the sinful peace of your mind?’ 'The reply
has been, ‘I saw my young friends and as-
sociates going to Christ and leaving me. 'They
could not be left.
There is great awakening power in the fact
here announced. . We wonder not that ii pe-
netrates the heart with aloud and startling
voice. l'or:
Ist. By conversion the Christian ~leaves
sinners. lle leaves the spot he himself once
occupied. He has abandoned the principles
which governed him—has given up the plea-
sures that once captivated him. = He re-
nounces the sins that once had dominion over
him. And, leaving all these, he leaves all who
He no longer has har-

He has begun'to
The parties—once

moay of spirit with them.
serve a different master,

in such communien of character and spirit—
are now, in their respective moral tastes and
feelings, totally unlike.

The sinner is left.
- 2nd. By cvery step in growth in grace
There

Farth has

He is receding far-

But the young convert is nmkiugprogress
He 3s ad-

T

2% up
my own - selfishness,  and to the dominion of
these passions whose indulgence shuts out all
that is good and glorious in'the universe.
They are leaving me—to what companions !
Those, who. like me have no God—no sym-
pathy in the employments or enjoyments of the
holy universe—those who offer no prayer and
give no praise, who neither love, honor, nor
obey the Author of all their mercies, who are,
therefore, essentially like to God’s great enemy
Satan, and who, by that likeness,- compel
Eternal Justice to bind them together in the
same everlasting doom. Aud I unchanged,
must go with them.—N. ¥. BEvangelist.

Valuable Suggestions. :

The Rev. James Parsonsof York, who pre-
sided at the late annual meeting of the Con-
gregational Union of Iingland and Wales, said
m his opening address:

“ Beyond what some may be disposed,
though unjustly, to rank only as ¢ denomina-
tiona! peculiarities,” I may venture to suggest,
further, in consequenece of various indications,
the importance to be atfached to steadfastness
in the belief, and earnestness in the promulga-
tion of what we recognize under the appela-
tion of evangelical doctrinal Truth. ' It would
be presumption in me to enumerate the errors
in circulation, both recently imported and
long naturalized, which are causing not a few
to be ‘turned away from the faith.” Danger
exists, lest there should be the intrusion of
such fearful influences into our own sphere.
We ought all to be prayerfully vigilant against
their distant approach, ¢ standing in the ways,
and seeing and asking for the old paths, where
is the good way, and walking therein. The
winisters of the Gospel are under a weighty
responsibifity, in this matter, totheir Master
and to the souls of men; and their failure
would, undoubtedly, inflict deep injury on the
wéll-being of ages to come.  Let us maintain
vutainted and uncompromised, the doctrinal
theolozy which was deduccd from the holy
record by our glorified fathers, and which has
been so nobly illustrated and defended in their
immortal works; and let us announce it,
amidst the shiftings and couflicts of opinion
around. us, as being what we identify insepara-

acceptance and salvation of mankind, =~ Let us
preach it with clearness and with fervour, so
that our meaning way be understood and felt
by those to whom our message is.delivered,—

bly with the genius of our religion, and with the |

pathize ; no dne to breathe for the lost the
prayer of pardon ; nogreat Intercessor to bear
the cry of mercy upto the throne of God. It

is death—lingering, long, interminable death

—the dying sorrow prolonged from age; on-

ward—onward ‘toward cternity—ever linger-

ing, neverending. - * *:'* "Thave nopow-

er-—no heart to attempt to portray these scenes.

They are not topics for declamation. Tor of
whom are thesd things spoken T Of the dwel-

lers in distant worlds? Of those whom we

havenot seen? Alas! of many, many of the

wicked in this honse. How many now in de-

spair may have occupied the séats which you
now occupy—not suffered now to go and tell
their brethren, lest they also come into that

place of torment! Oh, they are spoken of
eur kindred and friends—of wives, and hus-
bands, and parents, and school-companions.
and teachers; and pupils, who are out of

Christ. - They are spoken of those to whom:
we are bound by every tender tie, and to whom
the heart is drawn’ by all the gushing sympa-

thy of love; but are they' less in danger on

that account? O, is there no danger 7 Sup-
pose a voice from heaven should be heard in

this house, and saying to the living here,

“ Theday is coming in which all that are in

their graves shall hear the voice of the Son of
mun, 2nd shall comeforth, they that have done
evil to the resurrection of damnation” *¢the

wicked shall be turmed into hell; **except ye
repent, ye shall all perish;” ‘is there ‘@ heart

here that would not feel that there was dan-

ger? Should a hand be seen writing on these
walls the mames of all thost: ‘here who are in

danger of hell, how solemn would ‘be this

house! With what anxiety would you trace
the record made! How anxiously would you

look to see if' #our name wus begun—was re-
corded—was fixed there! How deep the an-
guish of the soul! How deep, perhaps the

grozns that would be ‘heard in every part of
the house !—Barnes™ Practical Sermons.
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Conversion in South Africa.-

Rev. Robert Moffat has been one of the
most successful of modern missionaries.  His
history gives abundant proof of what the gos-
pel, as faithfully taught and preached, can ac-
complish among a dark and degraded people.

Mr. M. says the British Banner is prosecut-
ing, with his characteristic ardor, the transla-
tion of the Old Testament. - He recently
transmitted to England the subjoined interest-

in precisely the oppesite direction.
vancing farther and farther into that goodly
land, the spiritual kingdom of God. 7T

ing-description’ of the character and sufferings
of @ Bechuana Christian, who died not long
since in the triwumphs of the gospel :

“The following sketch not only exhibits
the power of the blessed gospel in the convere
sion of a sinmer, but ‘the ‘socthing consolation
it affords under circumstances the most afflic-
tive. . T'he untutored heathen dies as the beast
dies, without those emotions of terror or re-
morse which notunfrequently mark the death
bed scenes of those who have been brought
ap under the sound of the gospel. e
““ Being considered no longer good for any~
thing, they seldom receive in old age those

celical Society, to be lent to the population
of Ircland; 1,000 to the Colonial Missionary
Society, to be distributed by the agents in the
rising colonies; and another 1,000 to the
Home Missionary Society, Mr. Quinton, the
principal prizeman, had been engaged by the
Religious Tract Society as one of their edit-
ors, they rightly judging that he was such a
person as they wanted (cheers,) Another
competitor, Mr. Foxon, of Hinckley—a man
who, when he wrote his essay, was in the re-
ceipt of only 7s, per week, with which he had
to suppert a family of four children—was also
an excellent Sabbatli-school teacher, and some
of his friends suggested that he should become
a schoolmaster altogether. And, since writ-
ing his essay, he had become a schoolmaster
in connexion with the British and Foreign

not being ashamed of simplieity, and not being
ashamed of the manifestations of anxious emo-
tion, but regarding these as the elements of
address which are demanded by our high mis-
gion, which in past tinies have been eminently
honoured by God, and m which our own suc-
cess is largely involved. ' Those of ‘us who
ther from the kingdom of darkness, and know- | have reached, or passed the maturity of ‘our
ing 1ore and more of the power and glory of|career, and have possessed opportunities of
the kingdom of Ged, | And he is thus leaving Judging as to the order of ministry most adap-
further and farther behind him all who have|ted to the human character, and to the elaims
not been willing to enter with him into the|of the  existing age, bave, I believe, without
service of God. And the separation is the ?X“P“fﬁa"”'_"lfd at %ﬂe'mus{ofﬁ and it
more rapid and decisive ; because neither saint|}s 0ur lope with regard to those rising as ouriia, der attentions which they-so areatly -

nor sinner hold the same meoral position, but|Successors,—that, while using the lights of sci- o Wheals g acit oy Swed,
are making progress in opposite directions.—|ence, they will render their exclusive homa

e :x_;d?orgzeven*donied the tear of sympathy to

- P ) , lleviate the gloom h&a‘w odings of annihila-
The history of each is the history, in moral|at the‘altar of “Frath,—will ‘there resolve; m| ;. th‘,nig‘“ W“{i& * Bat: y.&‘ nurtur-
charagter, of a greater and.greater alienation / The -

¢ manner of aposties, martyrs, and reform-| . : _
School'chiety.. Another competitor had be-| grom each other. ers, 1o “ know xl:;hing but yChrist and him f,f,afmm::r:,’f tyh.: :uto.i;;;e :::i":;nvesound ;
come a City Missionary. 3rd. By a most solewn.and decisive ac! of crucified,” and will ‘eonseerate themselves to of the é«qoe.»- -are. the ‘“‘3 ﬂ’xlhing sctents
Mr. Ketde, another, of the adjudicators, the divine government will Chustians take|thit one thieme, as alone sufficientand all suflehe dying' chief - requires. - * Why. so merry;
said : They had 2 swall beginning. 'Their|their leave of siuners. Though separate now|fi¢ient to subdue and to redeem. T asked a dancing. party, “and your Chief ‘so
capital was only the small sum of £50, now|heaven-wide in their moral tastes and feclings,| ' 2. ¢ He likésit, wassthe veply. -
: 'MM‘ I,»

The
flowers become more and more beautiful and
fragrant, and the fruits more refreshing and
nourishing. Religious principle grows strong-
er. Remaining sinful corruptions are losing
their power. . He is receding farther and far-

L -,_,..7';‘, ,

it was £500.  Their anticipations reached not|yet personal separation has not yet occurrcd.] . Far Away from dleaven, 7« Andria: Seretse, whose: brief
beyond having three prize essays, and now|* They grow together until the harvest.”” DBut| . Tknow not what eternal death is. I'can now present, was the son of a ghief man, who,
they bad 103. = After the prapesal went forth,|at the great separation day, which the judgs{tell'your some things. Tt"is far away from when the gospel was first introduced in these

in the beginning of March, there were nearly meut will bring, what numbers will-use, withlheavn——those - biissfal ns where eternal|regions, gave gdod promise of tbe coming ¥
200 essays came in; in a few days they|terrible anguish, the language of the youngljoy divells. Tt is"far','“fg;rtﬂ? hope—“-ge‘” at|of its n,lfieat&fmn&nm £ tis hunot?;
amounted to 380 ; (hen they came to 500 or|inguirer, * My friends are leaving wme !’— “comes to all” "It is the abo Uf"% mhowﬁmwm to this day..
600 ; and by the 31st of the same month the|Every Christian will leave-=must leave. 'I'hethe abaiidoned; and profane, and vile—the col-|The mother. of ;& woman who always:

ostman des%a}'ged of his ability to carry them,|utter contrast of moral character compels the “guilt and wretehedness ’ﬁ%%ﬂﬂﬂ ridiculed the Word of God, and advocated:
and was obliged to %et a sack to ‘convey them|separation as much as the adorable and awfal aplace where nosanctaary Jik ‘opéns|heathen customs, -alsc continues the dupe of

. Qut of the 1,045 that came, he read|justice of God, g leng hetd N rors aud invites to heaven ; where né Sab-|ignorance and the' ol iy i e de i
about 1,000 at least, arrar jing them as he| & My Christian friends are leaving me.”  |bath'réturns tétbl“& _soul ; whey -| ¢ When abe ymmence a ¢ of ins -
went m. That the mee ing might have| "m}m,mm'whaﬂwﬂw,lifml merey con the s struction top for

some idea how he gave his opinion, he would|love—not what Lapprove ; for keenly, at tines,|st
wentioh that he put them into a kind of train|{does gonscience condemn. my course=—ye: to,the.
of carriages, having their different|the : no higher life.!
clusses aocording (o their merits,  Thosel  am b vy ol




