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_ resy thﬂa ~~Of the
Phil

‘ment.- ’!‘my were 'Among the Thost active,

powerful, sticcessfnl enemi round, and the ruins within its waUs do
g 2 e os ol ut?f is enjoined by God's positive command, and

Israel; ' They wete by five princes,
sedlled lords of the Philistines: Their land
lay along the Mediterrariean shore, and their
great and dncient cities  'were exceedingly
- by nature, fortified by art, and full of
1 and’ population, when God declared
#mny hundred years beforhand, their utter ruin
‘and desolation. 8o we read—=- Behold, I will
‘stréteh dut my hand upon the Philistines, and|
.destroy the remnant of the sea coust.”’~~Ezek.
xxv, 16: “**The Lord ‘will spoil the Philis-
tiies. Balduess is come upon Gaza; Aske-|:
lon is' cut off with the remnant of their val:
Aey'=Jer. xvii. 4, 5. “For thrée trans-
gressions'of Gaza, and for four, T will not
turn @way the punishment thereof ; but I will
-send afiré.on the walls ‘of Gaza, mch shall
devour thépalaces theteof; and I ‘will cut off]
the inhabitants from Ashdod, and him that
holdeth the from kshkelon and I will
turn mine h tgﬁmt Ekron ;' " and the rem:
‘nant’of the Philistines shall perish, saith the
Lord God.”—Amosi. 6—-8 “Gaza 'shall
be forsaken, and ‘Ashkelonfa desolation : they
sbaudnwom Ashdod ‘at the noon day, and
Ekron #hall'be rooted up. . Anid the sea coast
shall be dwellin Mcﬂagubr ‘shiepherds,
and folds for flocks”"—Zeph. ii. 4=26. *+/Dhe

pu:hh ‘from ‘Gaza, ‘and Ashkelon [n0 more a

king shall
Qnot be inhabiteds and I will cut off ‘the
pride of the Philistines”’<Zech. ix. 5, 6. |
Ttls' hiers .deelared, to give the general
m“mwﬁ‘ma ti.e Philistines was
to be d it partakes- of the
neral desolation obmlt); ‘it, with Judea agt:;
the region around. But whilst ruins are to
be found over them all,’ they are particularly
abundant along the sea coast, which formed
«on the south the realm of the Philistines.

He the modern ‘of{soon usurped the power, andcloc.t&! & d
RSTE Sie OImUNIT i R establishitient was 4 singulys)

Volney, a French traveller. Being: an-infi-
del himself); he cannot be supposed to wish to
support the authority of the Bible; but it may
be said of him as of one«f old, “he meant|
not #0, neither did his heart think 6.+ He
says, “ In the plain between Ramla and Gaza,”
(the yery plain of the Philistines along: the
sea ¢oast,) “‘ we ‘met with a. number of vil-
lages, badly buijlt-of .dried mud, and which,
like the inhabitants, exhibit every mark of
poverty and wraondneu “The houses, on a
nearer view, are so many huts; some-
times detached, at ‘others in the form |’
of cells.around a court yard, enclosed by a
mud wall. In wintery they- and their cattle
may be said to live t er, ‘the part of the
dwelling alletted toogﬁemselves being o
raised two feet above that in which they lodge
thelr beuts ? See how it is fulfiled—*“Dwel-
nﬁ:s for shepherds, and folds for
adds, “ All the rest of the
eountry is a desert, and’ abandoned to the
Arabs, who feed their flocks upon it.” How
htenlly isdt fulfilled—* The remnant shall
perish ; the land of the P hilistines shall be
destroyed !” ¢ The ruins of white marble|'?
d at Gaza, prove that it was formerly the
abode of luxury and opulence. * ¥t has shared
in the general destruction, and notwithstand-
ingits p title of capital of Palestine, it is
go'»no e than a defencel ess village,. peo-
q‘ ed by at, most two thousamd mhnbmmo o
“T'herefore, how true has it been said, “the
king shall perish from Gaza; baldness  shall
come upon it.” The history an adds - “ Its
castle is but u‘h:q) of mb'b:dr” :
‘many hundredl years bgfot
taokphoo “ dehemdaﬁmow
4, which shall devouir the palag

Nbathm &«u A,shdod’ :
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{pronounce on which of the two, and in what|

m anch in the Old ' Testa-

nly strangers and slaves. ~ Yet, such has been the

, been further said, 1

'4_.‘

et e kmg slmll pﬂilﬂh pr

and Ashkelon shall not be inhabited.””—
‘When the prophecy was uttered, both' cmpa
were in an equally ﬂounshmg condmon, and
inothing but the prescience of heaven could

manner, the vial'of its wrath should, be
out. Gaza is truly without a ki
lofty towers of Aqhkelon lie scatter,
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shelter a human being, How,is the Wrath
man made_to praise his Creator? Hath he
said it, and shall hé not doit? The oracle
was delivered by the mouth of the prophet
more than five hundred years befora*a is-
tian era, ﬂ we behold its accomplishment
e;ghteen hundred years after that event,., With
regard to_Ekron, its very naume 1s m 1ssing ;
or is the spot ¢ertain_on which it stood.—
How  perfectly fulfilled—* Ekron shall bp
r up,” saith the Lord.
. Let us briefly notice the words of the
respecting Egypt. ' 'The Bible, as well as pro-
fane bistory, yield ample evidence, of the
wealth, wisdom, population, and power of this
most ancient empxre Herodotus states the
number of he r oities and towns to.be no less
than twenty thousand. * But walking, as she
did, in pride and haughtmess, in sin and idola-
try, fod s Imany years befureh;nd, deeluredher
terriblé fall *—* It shall be a. bue kingdom.—
It shall be the basest of kingdoms ; ;nelthex
shall it exalt itself any more among the na-
tnpm, he p nﬁe of her ' wer s all come

4 of religion i is ete!y‘ thmg—-and after all, the

bept MMM mrqe of live].
ing.” In this remark, which is" so’ common,
there is a degg\po of. truth which .often._hides
from view the error that is tacitly connected
with it. . While nothing, is more 'gertain that
a mere profession of religion is of no avail,
yet the truth is too often overlooked that: the
existence of vital religion in the heart will
naturally Jead tp that public avowal of it which

which, on that account,, becomes an act of
;ccephble obedience. .

' In reading . the New Testunem nothmg
appears to be more evident than thls, that our
Lord has, set forth the ordinances of his church’
as the proper means of expressing our. allegi-
ance unto him. They are the appointed signs
of self-dedication to his service, - In the Apos-

ic. age all Christians were addressed ' as

h:% who had received them, as a. matter of]
conrse. And a matter of course it seemed to
be when explicit commands were undisputed,;
when all understood the force of our Saviour’s
saying,, ‘“If a,man love m he will keep my
words,”’ and when Paul d say to all the
Christiansiof Galataa, “ns many.of you as have
been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”

And then, it; ought to be understood by
every one who desires to, be  agcounted a
friend of true religion, either here ot hereafter,
rclnt if he reeoil from a profession of - Christi-
anity, the world will take him at his word and|i
will reckon him on its own side.. How can it

ill sell the land into the hand. off
e wlck ; and I will make the land waste,
npd all thagnsth in, by the hand.of strap :
@hp Lord haveq:;pkeu it. There sha

imce of tho; Tand of Egyet
sceptre of away.” Su
says Volney, a French m del tray eller,
state of Egypt. *‘ Deprived twenty-three
turies ago of her natural proprietors,

seen her fertile fields sucueagwegq K‘: '

the Persians, the Macedonians

s
he|of love to a great and glorious object freely to
ol |express itself. Is love of country mute when
-has|{our country’s enemies are reviling or

)|thwarting her plons, diminishing her

he otherwise ! He neglects.a posmve com-

ste Mand. l?rqfewouofrehgwn is net, to be

pure, sufficient proof of possessing it, but de-
iberate non-profession will be regarded by the

majority as presumpmgg evidence that
is none to profess. | For, it is the nature

i
uence,
or boasting of their numbers

the Greeks, ‘the Arabs. the Georgians,
leugth the race of Tarturs, dlstxngmhw '}
name of an Turks, The cluke
purchaaedag slavea, and introduced as s oldiers,

event, their cqntmuanoe 18 not less éxtraordi-
nary. 'They are replaced by slaves broughti
from their original country. The system offo
oppression_is methodical.  Every thing the
traveller sees or hears, reminds him he is in
the country of slavery and tyranny.” In
Egypt there is no middle class; neither nobili-
ty, clergy, merchants, nor landholders, Ig-
norance,diffused through every class,extends its
effects to every species of moral and phgncal
knowledqe ¢ A more unjust and absur
stitution,” says Gibbon, another modérn infi-
del, * cmnot be devxsed than that which con-
demns the natives of a country to perpetual
servitude, under the atbitrary dominion of]

state of Egypt above five hundred years. The
most illustrious ‘Sultahs f ‘the' Biuharite and|i
Borghite dynasties, were themselves promoted
from th® Tartar and “Circassian  bands ; and
the four-and-twenty Beys, or ‘military chiefs,
have ever been succeeded, not' by their sons,
but by their servants”’ Well might the pro-
rhot say—“ There shall not be aprinee of the
It has been laid waste, ‘and

all that is tbcrem, by the hand of the strangers.
It is a base kingdom, governed by strangers
and slaves. The preum Pasha is an oppres-
sor, and a str ;- and the prige paid for his
authority and powav the “whole property of]
the country being at'the will of every succeed-
ing Pasha, shows how tit- has_literally’ been
“sold into the hands of ‘the wicked,” as the
prophet foretold. Her exwlordmuykmonu-
ments are among the chief wonders of the
{world. But these stupendous temples and
mmm; aboundiug with ‘massy ' columns,
d with hieroglyphies, erected bymortals
I changed the glory of the unvorrupti-
tb Ghl ‘into an image made mmapnble
mﬂmm ‘and to m
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Moreover the imperative obllgntwn of this|i

| coming ount from the world is en by the
ps, | consideration of its benefits to the individual
yho performs this duty. These are manifold ;

but it is worthy of special notice that it

-----

rengthens all his moral purposes. Nothing
is more obvious than that when an on
is at issue, and strong fe¢lings is enlisted on

opposite sndes he, who, determining his own
opinion, buries it in his own bosom and hesi-
tates to avow it openly, must from the- nature
of the case, get:o;né éﬁcmmin inoral energy,
aud cannot ‘deve any re
character. His f:g? ‘“EM mns\h his
purposes will be infirm, muchi of hﬂuence
will'be wasted, and he wm beé of comparitive-
ly little worth to the causé to W’h’léh he ‘is’ dt-|p
tached. ~Tn thé great controversy, theréfore,
which is now going on betwed trath and error,
between God wmd men, those who are for Hinm,
are_called upon ' Bi ‘tflé ent’ H ad of thb
Chureh, as were th Isra e days of
Moses, to Efove ithy ecxsive ﬁctmn “ He thit
is on the Lord’s' slde, !e; him come unto me.”
Ainid whio does riot perceive, that he who thh,ks
that 'h& has a heart lbyﬁﬂbﬂté cause of Chirist,

and yet refuses to obey such a sammnions, if he
be pot\def-}ew sé% ho hthssly set-
un “at naugh t‘ 4 qg erests !

y all those to ‘whony ﬂm mb}eot has any
relatklr, soberly consider it for the hour has-|
tens when all'will wish not 40 be reckoned alldd

Who has dome. most fo Elevate the Poor? e
1 was going along the highroad, and saw
before me a person walking with a bag of
tools on his shoulder, whom.I.fennd I should
overtake in; a little time. I soom perceived
that his dress and appearance was very difc
ferent from my own. . e would perhaps have
called me a.goatlman, and L him a working,
or. a poor man. 'He will be company forgme;
I thonght ; gcrlaqps he wail look on my cpat,
and think. something moreof ,me forit; but 1
shall not think the less of him for his ! and
why not? Because I cannot look at him, and
forget the class to which the Lord of Glory
belanged! . The working classes—what. iy
their rank?  'Fhey are equals of my incarnate
Lord! . . What is thyn order ?. . Nobility.?
gentry ! middle-class 7. The order of pare
ment titles and coats of arms? The ord
who carry their dnstmcuo- in their purses?
No; oh, no! . It is the order of man—un-
gllded, ungarmshed man; -and therefore the
order of ‘“the Soniof Manti, ¢ Verily,” as
James says, ‘‘ let the poor man rejoice in that
he is exalted.” A peasant’s garb—why
should he notglory in it 7, Jesus wore it.;; A
peasant’s means—why. should he be ashamed
of them?  Jesus lived.on. charity. 'The name
worknm-——\vhy feel lowered., by it? Jesus
was, and was called, the Canpenter’s Son—
Nay, it nsthe:amhlcr,not Workman, that
lowers the man. - While I was thus meditats
ing, he furned into a different road ; there wis
only time for me to call to him and offer him
the last number of ‘‘ the Appeal,”’ which he
evndcmly received with. as mueh pieasure as 1
veit; and we went on our several ways.
re we, thought I,-ever to. mget again on
earth? Thou art my fellowstraveller in more
senses than one. Which of ws will finish our
journey first * - Shall we meet togéther in the
happy presenee of the Glorified. ‘* Carpenter’s
Son 1’ Godgnnt ity -of his grace, for thy
sake and mine; my lase fellowstraveller. . -
ain my.thonghts reverted tothe ** Work-
ing Class'’s—the ‘“Poorer Class,” and to the
“ great fact” of the w honour con-
ferred upon it. It was Christ’s chosen rank !
But what if I mention these thoughts! “ Fa-
naticism,” “ wild-dreaming,” “ ignosanee of
&n‘f thch:'aﬂd ;’;d I:iﬂhouid be- suse t
this, pont to iterate poomincn,
self-degraded: poor men; amé similar things,
and asked what I could say formy honowrable
class. . Say; why,, that cempare q hundred
rich qnddbmdrdpoor and I should. find us
many ‘who did wot like learning, though seme
of| of it -had bﬁﬂfal‘%dinm them, and as
se{f-dcgradcd in one.class as the other.
again, shﬁl ;e
""" you all—he

Lord of le ‘who made
assed by ‘tie monatchs the nobles,”

b
weglthy. espéotable. b He déspwtd a
this. He took ug }us abode witly thie

class. 'The deeds of many 4 ‘bomlu%b,
many & warrior, of maty ‘a mohit’ch el n‘g
to othier classes’: but not ¥ie d eds df Jesus'
‘Nabareth, 3 was not a noblé or 4 kifig who
bid the winds and waves ‘be still (w at a val-
gar thing to command an' arinywhen ¢ompared
with, this !),--cnot 'umpbk who had’the waters
for his ¢ e;}n mean .comparatively the
most spl floor),—and it; was not
aneble who bid diseases depart, and life, re-

turn to the dead,—bid ml spirits flee, and
peace calm the raging: bosom. It was'

many
And
1o tlwgmn‘ Auct, that the
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ranked with the votaries’ of this  peri:
world. " Its petty nb_;eou of interests may
gross us now, its fri y ‘wealth; and-
sures tnlychtm and fascinate us a while; b
all this cannot last. The hour hastens '

before the judgment throne, \when the kin
of‘ﬂne&th and the ‘men, ndlb

‘dl&n!um:gpd“legmmﬁ
d} a&Mnem the deeds of - a peasant, of a

all its beauty, grace, and fashion lhdl ‘ |

puu\hny. ‘when m ‘and powe ,
have vanished like a ision, whui llth
kiuke&mdmbea hvebeensmuﬁd it

noblé who stood on earth the supreme ot

angels too.

g man. . Greatness!of all sorts has been
d by many; but the only trué great-
d ‘man,—the only. m«nﬁy

- goodness, maintained, "too; - under; the
-dnﬁmlt:w” reserved. to, be

the Son of + N b
mndb"noblw M . ’tm

r of our  which flowed.on the
\ , the miﬁhm
,»,_amble who as tom‘,ﬂ
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