
bods Sovereignity Wiustrated. 
The church is God's buildilg, andl from the 

way in which man's’ Sv elity” is exercised 
in man’s building, we may see how God's so- 
vereignty is exercised in rearing God’s build- 
ing. The builder first Jays a plan—draws| 
out on paper a sketch of the whole—its di- 
mensions, its apartments, its ground floor, ‘its 
elevations, and its necessary materials. © With 
this plan before him, he goes to’ the qudrry 
and seleets and blocks out the stones, for each 
and every part of the stone work. He opens 
the quarry and finds it’ an unformed mass of 
stones, all alike unprepared for his use; and 
yet capable of being split and hewn into what 
shape he will give it. 
and throws out the shapeless blocks—of these 
‘he takes one for a corner stone, another for a 
sthreshold, and others for his walls, giving to 
-each the place which he will, and some ori- 
ginally as good as the rest, he throws aside as 
-useless for the purpose in hand. 
So in God’s building :—When he comes to 

seleet from the mass of human beings the ma- 
terials of his spiritual house, he finds them all 
in the rough quarry—all equally unfit in their 
present shape, yet capable under his instru- 
ments and power of being made polished 
stones and fitly framed. He does not take a 
particular block because it is already fit for 
its place; but'he takes it with a design to 
make it fit. 
So the builder goes into the forest for his 

timbers. He does not take the whole forest—| 
but only such as is required to fill out his plan. 
He fells this tree for a sill, that for a post, 
and that for a rafter, and so on. His tree for 
a post is taken perhaps from a hundred like 
it, seemingly as fit for its use; and a looker|. 
on.might not be able to a see a reason why 
the one should be taken and the other left.— 
Bat we know, that the reason is not, because 
‘he foresees, that this will make a post and the 
-others will not; for he could foresee no such 
thing, till he had determined to make it so. 
Nor was it that this tree had any claims in 
preference to others ; for none had any claims 
to come under the builder's axe. So God, in 
choosing men, as the timbers in his building, |? 
goes into the forest of the human race, free to 
choose this or that. His completely drawn 
plan lies under his eye ; he selects this or that, 
for reasons best known to himself. He se- 
lects no person because he is already framed 
and fitted to the place—nor because he fore- 
sees that he will be—nor because the one 
chosen has a claim to be chosen, or any mo- 
ral difference from others ; but he selects him 
with a purpose to make him what he will have 
him. He bestows his grace where he pleases, 
and says, “I will be gracious to whom I will 
be gracious.” His will, concurrent with his 
wisdom, determines the whole distribution of 
the gifts of his grace. They go forth not like 
the'rays of the sun. scattered by an involun- 
tary agent according to fixed laws, Tt is the 
exercise of God's uncontrolled will in the case, 
that makes them gifts, and entitles him to 
our thanks for them. We do not thank the 
sun-for his rays; for thanks are the mind's re- 
sponse to an exercised will, which the sun has 
not. And albthe pardoned sinner’s gratitude 
for redeeming and renewing grace recoghizes 
the ity of God, in that it attributes to 
the gracious will of God. the bestowment of 
grace where it is bestowed.— Puritan Re- 
corder. 

SLANDER. 
What a habit some persons have of talking! 

Their words will rattle on like the peltings of 
a hail storm on a shingled roof; and often you 
get about as much sense out of one as the 
other. “But as words are signs of thought— 
images of idegs—instruments by which the 
thoughts of ‘one mind are transferred to 
another, some of these everlasting talkers will|- 
beg. R:peamg enough to their clatter, to get 

HE applies his blasts|€ 

of the aside one, ‘even were she in fault, was 
a caution. «They might have been right in 
their charges, perhaps; but we thought. their 
tongues needed a little bridling, as well as hers. 

Slanderous reports are usually false, though 
they are not always so in whole. - Truth, when 
{told in a particular connection, or without the 
circumstances which would qualify actions, 
may do as much mischief asfalsehood itself ; 
indeed it is false in the impression it gives.— 
The emphasis, too, and the tone in which 
words are uttered, go far to fix a false impres- 
sion in the minds of the hearers, though the 
words themselves may be strictly true. A 
man may tell what is strictly true, and yet be 
uilty of a lie ; or he may state what is abso- 

lutely false, and yet be innocent of all moral 
wrong. The intention is the thing in most 
cases. But persons who are in the habit of 
gossipping about their neighbors, though it 
may not be with intention of wrong, can 
hardly be innocent, because there are a thou- 
sand chances for misunderstanding, miscon- 
ception, and misconstraction ; and the least 
addition or omission will often entirely altar 
facts, break up the peace of friends, and set a 
whole neighborhood on fire. 
Many persons think they have a perfect 

right to report again whatever they hear, 
though it may seriously injure the .one to 
whom the report refers. This is most decid- 
edly wrong. I have no right to injure my 
neighbor by circulating falsehoods about him, 
though I am not the originator of them. Be- 
cause another man is engaged in an evil work, 
shall I lend him my aid, with no better excuse 
than to say he commenced it? And it is not 
ralways right to circulate reports about another 
even when they are true, admitting they will 
injure him, and do no one else any good by 
hearing ther, except the gratification of an 
idle curiosity. Boerhaave used to say ‘“ The 
sparks of calumny will be presently extinct of 
themselves, unless you blow them.” Augus- 
tus had a distich written on his table, which 
timated that whoever attacked fhe charac- 
ters of the absent, were to be excluded.— 
There arc many tables in these days on which 
adistich mi :-ht be written to some profit. We 
fike much te course generally pursued by 
Peter the Great. . When any one had spoken 
ill of another, he would say, “Is there not a 

’| fair side also, to the character of the person 
of whom you are speaking 1 Come, tell me 
what good qualities you have remarked about 
him. If such a course were generally pursa- 
ed by those who hear calumny, the slanderer |} 
would soon hide his liead for shame, and the 
community would be happy, compared with 
what it is now, while every one like the Athe- 
nians in Paul’s day, takes delight in hearing 
as well as in telling some new thing, and the 
more injurious it is to some fellow-being, the 
better it would seem. The slanderer is a 
curse to society. 

Diffienity in Believing the Bible. 
The reason why men do not readily receive 

and embrace the Scriptures, is to be ascribed 
not to the want of evidence. It lies in the 
heart. - Truth which men do not “like to re- 
tain,” they cast away. Rev. Dr. Hodge in 
his excellent work on the Way of Life, thus 
speaks of the main difficulty under which we 
labour in believing the Bible. 

It often happens that those who hear the 
gospel, doubt whether it is really the word of 
God. Having been taught from infancy to 

no sufficient reason for rejecting it, they yield 
a general assent to its claims. There are times, 
however, when they would gladly be more 
fully assured that the Bible is not a cunningly 
devised fable. They think if that point was 
absolutely certain, they would at once submit 
to all the gospel requires. ~~ . 
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divided waters of the Red Sea; who were 
daily receiving by miracle food from heaven ; 
who had trem! at the manifestations of the 
divine majesty on Mount Sinai; within sight 
of that mountain, made a golden calf" their 

Christ performed almost daily in their pre- 
sence, cried out, Crucify him, crucify him.— 
Hence our Saviour said, that those who hear 
not Moses and the prophets would not be per- 
sudded though one rose from the dead. We 
may confidently conclude, therefore, that those 
who now believe not the ‘gospel, would not be 
persuaded had they seen all the miracles 
which Christ performed. 

The Death of Christ. 

This was the hour of the abolition of the 
Law, and the introduction of the Gospel ; the 
hour of terminating the old, and of beginning 
the new dispensation of religious knowledge 
and worship throughout the earth. Viewed 
in this light, it forms the most august era 
which 1s to be found in the history of man- 
kind. When Christ was suffering on the cross, 
we are informed by one of the Evangelists, that 
he said, 1 thirst ; and that they filled a sponge 
with vinegar, and put it to his mouth. After 
he had tasted the vinegar, knowing that all 
things were now accomplished, and the scrip- 
tures fulfilled, he said, £¢ is finished; that is, 
This offered draught of vinegar was the last 
circumstance predicted by an ancient Prophet, 
that remained to be fulfilled. The vision and 
the prophecy are now sealed ; the Mosaic dis- 
pensation is closed. And-he bowed his head, 
and gave up the ghost. 

It is finished. When he uttered these 
words, he changed the of the univérse. 
At that momeut the Law ceaged, and the Gos- 
pel commenced. This was the ever memora- 

the new world from each other. On one side 
of the point of separation, you behold the Law, 
with its priests, its sacrifices, and its rites, te- 
tiring from sight. On the other side, you be- 
hoid the Gospel with its simple and venerable 
institutions coming forward into view. Sig- 
nificantly was the veil of the temple rent in this 
hour; for the glory then departed from be- 
tween the cherubims. The legal High Priest 
delivered up his Urim and ''bummin, his 
breast plate, his robes and his incense; and 
Christ stood forth as the great High Priest of 
all succeeding generations. By that one sa- 
crifice, which he now offered, he abolished sa- 
erifices forever. ~ Altars on which the fire bad 
blazed for ages, were now to smoke no more. 
Victims were no more to bleed. Not with the 
blood of bulis and goats, but with his own 
blood, he now entered into the Holy Place, 
there to appear in the presence of God for us. 
T'his was the hour of association and union 

to all the worshippers of God. When Christ 
said, It is finished, he threw down the wall of 
partion which had so long divided the Gentile 
trom the Jew. He gathered into one, all the 
faithful, out of every kindred and people. He 
proclaimed the hour to be come, when the 
knowledge of the true God should be no longer, 
confined to one nation, nor his worship to one 
témple ; out over all the earth, the worshippers; 
ofthe Father should serve him in spirit and in| 
trath. From that hour, they who dwelt in the 
titermost ends of the earth, strangers to the) 
covenant of promise, began to brought Ay 
Dr. Blair. 

Natural Depravity And Spiritaal Tnability of 

Dn. Gill was once esi 
depravity and spiritual inability of man. A 

tleman, who heard the sermon, was great- 
ty offended ; and taking an opportunity some 
en after of calling on the doctor, told him 

in his opinion, he had degraded that no- 
ble being, man, and laid ip much too-low. 
“Pray, sit)” answered the doctor, ge 
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Toplady. 

A Hundred Years Hence. 1 
Its strikes me as the most impressis . 

sentiments, that “it will be I-A 
hundred years after this.” It pe arim 
in the form of a proverb, and oC 'evity 
of a mind that is not aware of h So 
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ainty will with what speed and with what 
those hundred years come to thejeTina- 
tion! This day will draw to 2 clog * 
number of days make one revolutid™ the 
seasons. Year follows year, and amber 
of years make up a century. These Tied 
tervals of time accumulate and fill up i 

big and so immeasurable. The hundred 
years will come, and they will see the wreck 
of whole generations. Every living thing that 
now moves on the face of the earth will dis- 
appear from it. The infant that now hangs 
on his mother’s bosom will only live in the re- 
membrance of his grand-children. 
of life and intelligence that is'now before me 
will be changed into the dark aud loathsome - 
forms of corruption. The people who now 
hear me, they will cease to be spoken of; 
their memory will perish from the face of the 
country ; their flesh will be devoured by 
worms ; the dark and eteeping things that live: 
in the holes of the earth will feed upon their 
bodies: their coffins will -have mouldered 
away, and their bones be thrown up in the. 
new-made grave. . Andis this the consumma- 
tion of all things? Is this the final end and 
issue of man? Is this the upshot of his busy 
history? Is there nothing beyond time and 
the grave to alleviate the gloomy picture? to 
chase away these dismal images? Must we 
sleep forever in the dust, and bid adieu to the 
light of heaven '—=/l)r. Chalmers’ Sermons and. 
Posthumous Works. 

A Striking Hlustration. 
A company of individuals united them- 

selves together in a mutual benefit associs- 
tion. 'L'he Blacksmith comes and says, 
Gentlemen, 1 wish to become a member of 

your association.”  “‘ Well, what can vou do’ 
“ Oh, I can shoe your horses, i iron your car 
riages, and make all kinds of iron imple- 
men “Very well, come in, Mr. Black- 
smith.” The Mason applies for admission 
into the society. ‘‘ And what can you do, Mr. 
Mason 1” ** Oh, I can build your barns and. 
houses, and stables and bridges.” ** Very 
well, come in, we can’t do without you.’— 
Along comes the Shoemaker and says, “LI 
wish to become a- member of your society.” 
“ Well, and what ean you do?’ ‘I can 
make shoes and boots for you.” * Come in, 
Mr. Shoemaker, we must have you.” 
So, in turn, apply all the different trades 

and professions, till lastly an individual comes. 
and wants to become a member. *‘ And what 
are you?” “I am Rum-seller.” “A Rum-= 
seller ! and what can you do.” “I can build 
jails, and prisons, and poor houses.” * And 
1s that all?’  “ No, ge can fill the y 1.can 
fill your. sails with criminals, your with 
{convicts, and your poor-houses with pr SEER 
“ And what else can youdo?” “I 
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and fill your land with more than the plagues. 
of ¥ ‘Is that all you can dF demyyy 
“ Good. heavens!” eriés the rum-seller, “is 
eh enough phe re, ik Black-... 
smith. go do 1: 
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able enough to do it) be kind o— to 
come and let me know how you went about 
it ; for at present, I know but of one remedy 
for human depravation, namely, the efficacious 
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