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HARVEST HYMN.

God of the year! with songs of praise,
And hearts of love, we come to bless
Thy bounteous hand, for Thou hast shed

'T'hy manna o’er our wilderness ;—
In early spring-time Thou didst fling
(Yer earth its robes of blossoining;—
Aud its sweet treasures, day by day,
Rose quick’ning in Thy blessed ray.

And now they whiten hill .and vale,
Aud hang from every vine and tree,
Whose pensile branches bending low,
Seemed bowed. in thankfulness to Thee,—
T'he earth with all its purple isles, .
Is answering to Thy genial smiles,
And gales of perfume breathe along,
“And lift to Thee their voiceless song.

Gad of the scasons ! ThoRhast blest
The land with sunlight and with'showers,
Andplenty o'er its bosom smiles,
~.I'o crown the sweet autumnal hours:
Praise, praise to Thee ; Our hearts expand
T'o view the blessings of Thy hand,
And on the mcense-breath of love,
Go off to their bright home above. s
t 1% ‘ MS.‘ Sigourney. 3
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THE AZORES, OR WESTERN ISLANDS.

Messrs. Epirors :—Having passed several
days at” Fayal, ‘both on our way to Ttaly and
on our return, I became interested in the his-
“tory and ‘moral ‘condition of the Azores, or
“Western' Islands, and would avail myself of
the columns of The Independent in laying
such an account of them as a limited opportu-
nity would allow me to collect, before the
American public. ~ ¢ :
The Azores are ming in number, and are
situated near the middle of the Atlantic Ocean,
K. ing “from ‘latitade 37 degs. to 89 degs.
North, and from 25 degs. to 31 degs. West
longitude. " T'hey ‘are about an ewal distance
from Europe, Africa, and the West Indies,
and will'ever form a kind of halfway ‘houase
to mariners, so long as commercial intercourse
is'kept up bétween the nations. - ‘

Pheir names are, St. Michael, 'St. Mary,

"Terceira, St. George, Gracioca, Fayal, Pico, took

PFloris. and Corvo. - St. Michael is the largest
of the gtpng‘;unﬂ ‘Floris and “Corvo are the
smallest. '~ But Fayal, en account of its con:
vement land-locked harbour, has the g:l'eatest
relative importance. - Here “ships of all sizes
can ‘come in to ntake tepairs, and to obtain
water, fruits, ‘and other fresh provisions. A
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from home, and héving had in hard weather|

it is their right to keep an eye on these Pro-
some experience of the dangers of the seas,

to be met here with some kind-hearted mes-
senger of Christ, offering them (and there are
thousands who come into Fayal in the course
of the year, either going to or from home)
some good counsel, or a Bible or tract, it

testant intruders, to see that they do not make
any effort to convert the native inhabitants of
the islands. The English rector at Madeira in-
formedt me that Dr. Kallev’s benevolent labors
were greatly respected, until the priests de-
tected. a falling off in the number of those who

harbors, or on our wharves.

would be taking.them by sarprise in the midst
of the ocean, and at a time when it would be
received with a very different spirit than if
they were to be offered the same favor in our
I often had con-
versation with those who came with us about
their feelings on the -Sabbath, wandering
round, as they were, like sheep without a
shepherd. They had no'motive to goto charch
especially if they were not Catholics, as they
could not understand a word of the language
in which the priest might discourse, after he
had gome through with unedifying ceremonies
of the service. My inquiries only confirmed
my own opinion, thatif there was a Protes-
tant teacher on the island who might have a

used to employ them for saying mass. Ie
said that Dr. Kalley raised the storm which
ldrove him from the island, not for establish-
ing schools, nor for doing good among the
Presbyterian residents, but for drawing away

sidgnts .on the island.

moral darkness which covers the Azores.

them profligate in their habits. All this I

the Portuguese islanders from the Catholic
faith. T'his gentleman is a Puseyite, and con-
fines his labours exclusively to the Englich re-
But no Protestant
church has ever been built at Fayal, and no
effort has ever been made, as I could learn,
to throw Protestantlight into the midst of the

As to the priests at Fayal, they are illite-
rate, ignorant of the Scriptures, and many of|

able him to act the part of a friend.

to small trade and amusemients.

rally stop.
husband is a native ‘of the island. He can
speak En
tleman.  Instructed by his lady, he now dis-
believes in the infallibility of the Catholic

though' he is not a public seceder.
required to pay aludicrous and rather trou-
blesome penance for marrying a Protestint.
But it is now all got along with, and he lives
in the quiet enjoyment of his interesting family.
Mrs. 8., his lady, also reads a sermon and
prayers with her family every Sabbath morn-
ing. A'vessel containing emigrants for Cali-
fornia put into Fayal, and a large number who
lodgings at this boarding-house retired
to an upper room on the Sabbath, and con-
ducted Divine service. ''Mrs. 8. informed me
that it was the most - interesting Sabbath she
ever-spent in Fayal. “She ‘i¢ not only a Pro-
testant, but a receiver of the evangelical faith.
There are not half a dozen families on the
islaid’ ‘who' spéak Englishi ;' but I think the

place of worship, and rooms where he could
be met with, the wanderers would be suré to
gather aronnd him to seek his counsel and aid
in this land of strangers, with minds softened
by adversity—especially ifthe colporteur were
endowed with those qualities which would en-

The afternoon at Fayal; and at all the ther
Catholic countries T have visi i -

athelic countries T have vxslted,,i{;e‘::f :}t% language they will recite prayess xithous une
English boarding-house in Fayal, where otr
nuval officers and those of other vessels gene-
The ‘lady is from England; her

%lish, and is also yery much of a gen-

Chureh, and rejects many of its usages, a!-
He wis

learued on the best authority. Priests—yes,
priests, who are almost every duy administer-

in their houses in any language. 1Tf ever they
have read the Bible it was in the Latin
llanguage in their preparatory studies, and
which they lelt behind them. at their schools
in which they learn Latin by rote, in which

derstanding what they repeat.

One fact came to my knowledge. A priest
lives near by the English boarding-house,
whom the landlady regards as among the most
moral and regular as to. his habits of any of
his profession in-f'ayal,. This priest and our
landlord were discoursing oue day about some
saint whom the Azoreans adore, and the priest
insisted on the fact that certain duties were en-
joined by Jesus Christ respecting this saint.
But the landlord, who, since his marriage, has
carefully read the Bible, denied that there was.
anything in the New-T estament about the said
saint. %n the eourse of this conversation the
priest acknowledged that he had ‘no Bible of
any kind. Our landlord proposed to lend him
one, and actually sent it to him with the liberty
to' keep it until he had read it through. ‘' But
the Testament came ‘back in a few days.<
Some of the priests czannot read Latin, ‘but

places I visited, of learning tosay 'the Latin
part of their services by rote, as parrots learn
to talk. ' Thus it is'that an old woeman at Ma-
hen, who could not read, would repeat her

 There is no

ing at their altars and aftending to the con- g
fessionals—have not a copy of the Scripturespbland and salubrious.

have'a way, not only here but in many éther!

doing all they will, there is but a poer reward
left for the labourer.

The people of Fayal appeared to me to have
a depressed appearance, as if they had not
much to hope for or much self-respect. - They
know. nothing about liberty or self-government.
They are decidedly opposed to improvemcnt
or innovations upon usages of their ances-
tors. Take one fact. The cart wheels are
made fast to the end of the axletrees, so that
instead of the wheels turming on the ends as
in our ecountry, the axletree turns with the
wheels, on which the cart body is made to
stay by stout pins, which extend down, against
which the axletree turns. Mr. D., our consul
sent to Boston and obtained a cart, to show
them how much easier the wheels could be
made to turn on the end of the axletree, and
with how much less noise—for when one of
their loaded carts move, such a squeaking and
screeching is heard as to produce a distress-
ing sensation, But the natives could not be re-
conciled to make the change, and the screech-
ing carts continug as ever to annoy the streets
of Fayal,

The climate is mild aud healthy, the dgir
The preductions are
corn, wheat, fruits, such as oranges, figs,
lemons, apples, bananas and potatoes, and all
other garden saucé, with fragrant flowers in

reat abundance. - And with the Gospel of
shrist and a good government it seems as if
they might be the happiest people in'the

world.

THE VATICAN,

The. Vatican, which crowns-one of the se-
ven hills of Rome, in an assemblage or group
of bmidings, covering a space of twelve hun-
dred fcet 1n length, and one theousand feet.in
breadth. . It is built upon the spot which was
occupied by the gardens of Nero. It owes its
origin to the bishop of Rome, who erected an
humble residence on its site, in the early part
of the sixth century. Pope Eugenious I1L.
rebuilt it on a magnificent scale, about the
H:u 4160, A few ly:‘;\rs aﬁus;wds, Iunocent

. gave it up as a lodging to Peter 11., Ki
of Arragon.  In 1305, Cl%ment Y., at -th?il:g-
stigation of the King of France, removed the
Papal See from Rome to Avignon, when the
Vatican remained in a condition of obseurity
and neglect. for mére than seventy years.—
But soon after the return of the Pontifical
Court at ;Rome, an event which had been so
earnestly prayed for by the poor Petrarch, and
which finally took place in 1376, the Vatican
was put into a state of repair, again enlarged,
and 1t was thenceforward considered  as a re-
gular palace and residence of the Popes, who,
one after the other, added fresh buildings to
it, and gradually' enriched it with ‘iniq:gaics,
picturés, and books, until it bécame the rich-
est repositoty in the world, '
‘s libtary was' commenced fourteen hun-
dred yéars dgo.” It contains’ forty thousand
manoseripts, among which ire some by Phiny,
St. Thotnas, St. Charles Borromeo, and many
Hebrew, Syria¢, Arabiah, ‘and American Bi-
bles. The wh;le of the in&n‘:‘m buildings
composing the Vatican, arefilled with statutes
found hmgatb . the ruins of ancient . Rome ;

with paintings, by the masters, and with co-
w*.gd antiquities of almest every
iption.  When it is known that there
_bee m M« ‘M\‘VW‘M'
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geaius. in-the bearts. of their ad-




