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THE ASPECT OF THE TINES.
[From the N. Y. Independent.]

Our English Correspondent has kindly for-
warded to us in manuscript a copy of the
“ Cireular Letter” of the * Yorkshire Asso-
ciation of Baptist Churches,” adopted at their
meeting in Sheffield, on the 20th of May,
1849. It is from the able pen of the excel-
lent and venerable Dr. Godwin, formerly pas-
tor of . the Baptist Church in Oxford, and is
filled with profound views, judicious counsels,
and edifying reflections, ' We give some ex-
tracts, showing the character and value of the
whole piece : $

‘““ THE ASPECT OF THE TIMES ON THE CONDI=
TION OF THE CHURCH.

“The year that has passed since our last
association was held has been one of general
turmoil and agitation, of action and re-action,
of high hope and gloomy fear. Nor does the
horizon, especially of continental Europe, be-
token anything like speedytranquility. Dark
clouds are drifting across it ; and, with occa-
sional gleams of sunshine, are seen huge
masses of dense vapour, which may be dissi-
pated, or from which terrific storms may burst.
No one concerned for the interests of human-
ity can, at such a crisis, remain indifferent;
and none who are alive to the progress of that
kingdom which is * righteousness, and peace,
and joy in the Holy Ghost,” can be otherwise
thansclicitous as to the manner in which these
changes may influence the Church of God.

«The Church, indeed, is dependent for its
existence, and life, and power, on higher in-
fluences than any which this world can exer-
cise. It is a spiritual community, bounded
by no geographical limits, identified with none
of the ranks, or grades, or classifications, by
which human society, according to its various
temporal interests, is distinguished. The
kingdom of Christ is composed of *all who in
every place call on the name of our Lord Je-
sus Christ,” who are born from above, citizens
of the new Jerusalem : it is a great fraternity,
temporally disjoined, but spiritually united,
under the presidency, and guiddnce, and pro-
tection of Christ, the sole head of the Chris-
tian Church; whose ‘ life is hid with Christ in
God’ The end for which this community
was constituted was, ¢ to show forth the praises
of him who hath called them out of darkness
into marvellous light ;7 the object which, in
connection with their own salvation, they pur«
sue, is the extension of the kingdom of Christ,
the conversion of the world to God; and the
peculiar functions which they have to dis-
charge are, to bear witness to the truth, to
hold fast the word of life, and to diffuse the
principles of the Gospel, like sacred leaven,
through the whoile mass of society. The na-
ture, the spirit, the objects of this community
are wholly distinct from those of politics, or
commeree, or anything which pertains solely
to this world. Bat though the Church is a
kingdom not or this world, it is a kingdom ix
this world. It has to do with men of this
world. [t is always . coming in contact,
at many points witly the world. Its subjects
are made * of one blood,’” and are * men of like
passions’ with others, The individuals who
compose it have earthly relations, earthly en-
gagements, earthly iuterests and correspond-
ing duties devolving on them, together with
many solicitudes, and pleasures, and difficul-

of an earthly kind. = Affairs of a commercialfmust therefore

and political. nature must necessarily affect
them; their efforts for the maintenance and
diffusion of evangelical principles, their action
on the world in carrying out the purposes of|
God’s merey and benevolence, may therefore

be greatly aifed or obstrueted by legislative|lent action, and favour its mere general

acts, by polifical changes, and by the general

condition ofsociety. The inquiry, therefore,isense, and in every sense, the friend of man

is natural aud proper, when any new and im-

{influenced the subsequent dutmuof:he
United States, and commercial cupidity, joined

‘ Peace on earth, and good will to man,’ is, in|
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with political ambition, opened India and Chi-
na to the Gospel ; all who are acquainted with
the records of past events are fully informed.

¢ And are not all the changes in. the poli-
tical, commercial, and social condition of the
world under the superintendence and guid-
ance of Him who, as the head of the Church,
has all power in heaven and on earth 7. Isnot
the whole of the Divine government conducted
with reference to the final  triamphs of the
Church? Are not all those eyents which may
confound the wisest statesmen, and nonplus
all human wisdom, the evolutions of his pur-
poses? Are not all the phenomena occuring
in the Church and in the world, all spiritual
influences, all secular changes, " all disturb-
ances of long established modes and. systems,
the innovations of new discoveries or gradual
improvements, distinct but connected parts of
the same vast machinery, guided by the same
hand and working the same end? To. be,
therefore, unobservant and uninterested spec-
tators of these movements of the human mind,
and of those startling changes which, on so
large a‘scale, are occurring around us, would
be to incur the rebuke -of our Lerd, ¢ ye can
discern the face of the sky ; but can ye not
discern the signs of the times? ”

The address proceeds to. consider the gene-
ral restlessness of men’s mind’s, the searching
spirit of inquiry, the universal discontent and
desire for change among the masses of people,
the rapidity with which changes have been
effected, the fearful collision of opposing prin-
ciples, the advances of truth, the constant 1m-
provements’in the social condition” of man-

discoveries of science, and the openings for
the spread of the Gospel.

“ It is almost superfluous to say how per-
fectly Christianity harmonizes with every so-
cial improvement, and rejoices in whatever,
promotes the temporal as well as the spiritual
well-being of man. Nor has it anything to
apprehend from whatever is true and good.—
No discoveriegin science, nor investigation in
the laws and order of nature, can possibly .ins
terfere with it.
ity may eagerly catch at any partially under-
stood phenomena, which may appear adverse
to the statements of the Bible ; but in so many
instances has a more extended acquaintance
with the subject proved that the friumphs §
skegticism were premature, that the friend
of Christianity feel assured that when anything
novel of this kind is announced that the same
result may be expected. g

“ It must be so. All truth must be in har-
mony. It is only a partial acquaintance with
it, or a precipitate judgment, that ean‘appre-
hend discrepancy. All that nature teacles,
and all that revelation diggloses, must be ae-
cordant ; the great Author of both is the same.
And are not all ameliorations in the condition
of man perfectly congenial with- the spirit of
Christianity.? . Does it countenance wrong in
any form? Can it be reconciled with of
pression, or tyranny, or despotism of any kind
To do justice and o love mercy is an essen-
tial requisite of Christianity. l'o do good te
ali, and evil to none, to rejoice in the happi-
uess of others, and to sympathize with their|
sufferings, are its constant injunctions. Every
improvement in the social condition of man
d in it a friendly coadjutor.

kind, the gain to the rights of conscience, the|
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of eur ¢ es aré but too well acquainted.
If any doubt remains as te those who are in-

ous stones’ of the pure and unsophisticated re-
ligion of the New Testament. ‘

“In all the collisions and commotions of]
the present times, let us, dear brethren, ear-

nestly endeavour to avoid the opposite evils to

before you do so, ask if it is not Mr. —— or
Mrs. ——, that is, my dear brother or sister,
just you yourself!

‘Now we have often puzzled ourselves no
little, to discover the method by which these
spiritual ezempts veconcile i with their con-
sciences to live as uselessly to themselves, and
as unprofitably to others, as they do. Do
they make one duty that is performed, stand
as a sufficient offset for a dozen that are not
performed? That is Romanism. Do they
suppose their nightly prayer obtains forgive-
ness for their daily and habitual sins of omis-
sion and commision? If so, they do not knew
how to pray at all. Are they looking forward
to some time before they leave the world, when
they really will begin to live in some measure as
they ought to do? This is so much time that
can never be regained ; so much happiness
gone, that never can be emjoyed ; so much
guilt that will loudly call for chastisement and
repentance.  Istheir conduet really an honest
index of their deliberate convictions in this
matter ? Do they in fact believe, that there
are some in the Christian vessel who are to go.
to heaven as passengers, while others are to
have all the toil and trouble of bringing the
ship into port? Do they regard the Charch
as a joint-stock concern, in the labours and
profits of which, as a whole, every member of
it is hereafter to share, and share alike!—
They know as well as we can tell them, that
such views are utterly at war with the letter
and spirit of the Gospel. :

The sad and most {requent conclusion at
{which we arrive, is that these selfconstituted
exempts are those who are deceiving them-
selves with a name to live while they are dead,
who have the form of godliness but are desti-
tute of the power thereof. For our hape, God
indeed has not revealed how litsle grace in
the soul may be consistent with final salvation.
But much more for our fears has he told us.
that maNy, who all their life long counted up-
on heaven, will discover, when it is too late to
remedy their mistake, that hell is to be their
everlasting portion. Perhaps no sight would
so much surprise us in that world of despair,
as the number of false professors who are now
“ suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.”"—N.
Y. Presbyterian. s

which such a state of things expose us. Let
us beware of violence in defence of what is
right, or in opposing what is wrong. ‘The
wrath of man worketh not the righteousness
of God’ The truth must be contended for in
love. 'The followers of Christ are subjests of
the Prince of Peace; gentleness should tem-
per their firmness, and charity be. blended
with their zeal. Buton the other hand let
principle be held sacred. *‘Buy the truth,
and sell jt not” And let us not in aveiding
the noigy strife of heated partisans, omit; be-
cause we are Christians, any duty which is
binding on us as men and as citizens. ~Chris-
tianity destroys no social tie, dissolves no
relation of eivil society, ‘and dispenses with no
obligation that was antecedently binding.—
We do no honour to Christianity by neglect-
ing our duties as citizens. :

*“ But above all, amidst such opportunities
of diffusing the Gospel; how criminal would
supineness be! - While ‘we pray ‘thy king-
dom come,” how inconsistent would 1t be to
omit any wmeans within their reach to hasten
its advent, - * The fields are already white to
the harvest.”

“ Let each of us, dear brethren, be found
steadily at his post, diligently employing what-
ever talent the great Head of the Church has
entrusted to us, watching the course of events,
marking the hand of Divine Providence, and
¢ always abounding inthe work of the Lord.”

Spiritual « Exempts.”

These are a class of professors, far more
numerous in the Church than is consistent
with her welfare. They are always willing to}
have everything done. 'They complain if it
is not done, Very ready are they to bind the
heaviest burdens on others; yet, somehow or
other, they are always adroit enough to re-
move their own shoulders from the load.

“ Oh yes, the Sabbath-school ought to be
efficiently sustained. It is very necessary to
gather in the children, who would otherwise
be running about, desecrating the holy day,

“ Well then, come, take a class.”  * Be a vi-

sitor.” ** Let me report you, 1o the Superin- An Indian’s Gift to Christ.
tendent, as ready to begin next Sabbath.”—| In a portion of the Sh@bmnt_ﬂ"iiﬂfﬁom
|Ah, you get no such permission. You find|which the red man has now been driven, I

that, by some convenient wethod of reasoning
these persons have learned.to consider them-
selves ** exempt” from such service, They
do not indeed wear a badge to this effect, like
the ex-fireman or the soldier who has served
his seven years; yet, just as coolly as if they
did, they refer you to somebody else, as the
one who is to discharge their duty. You
would naturally suppose (if the thing were not
impossible) that they had hired him as their
ubstitute, in the army of Christ!

_ The prayer-meeting also, they have no doubt
that ought to be sustained. It would look
very badly, to - say the least, if it were given |, glight movement in the assembly, and a tall
up. 'Their pastor would feel very sorrowful|son of the forest, with tears on his red chéeks,
about it, if none of the church were willing to| anhroached the pulpit and —¢ Did Jesus

once attended a large protracted meeti

held in the wild forest. The themeonwhi‘cli
the preacher dwelt, and which he illustrated
with surpassing beauty and gsandeur, was
“ Christ and Jim orucified.” He spoke of
the good Shepherd who came into the world
to seek and to save the lest. He told how
this Saviour met the rude buffetings of the
heartless soldiers. He drew a picture of Geth-
semane and the unbefriended Stranger who
wept there. He pointed to Him as ﬁ:hung
bleeding upon the ‘eross. .~ - .
T'he congregation wept. Soon there was

its characteristie motto, jot

every kind bring out the bemign spirit
Christianity, give more scope to its beuew

ception, by showing that it is, in the highe
- *“ The whole world, we have seen, is in:

portant movement is made in the world, whenstate of transition ; the Church cannot but

@my new pewer isbrought into action, when an
plens are tried, in forms of government, in so-|
cial life, and in the relations of the sever:
clagses of society towards each other, wha
aspect has this new phase, this unexp
deve}opamgnt,pu the condition of the Church

“ If illustrations were necessary of the in-|
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God in_the highest” All jmprovements of|also we bave the supplication, which they put,

assemble for the purpose of prayer. = They|die for me—die for peor Indian? Me have
have some _“W‘“’hl:g ‘moreover, ‘h“_::i\’t no lands now to give to Jesus, the white man
have promised, in their covenant, over and|¢ake them away ; me give him my dog
over again, tha they would ok forsake thel il The. mipiser 114 him Jests could
o kg " Yot hetelnot accept thase gifts. Mo give Jesus my
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. more frequently than any other: *‘I pray|y
-have me excused.” ~ Asin the former i ' mi
ance, they would fain have the duty devolve|cent 't
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» more time.” How it may be in other|
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tended in this article, ask yourminister. But



