The Ehristian Visitor.

ever invented. A few flickering lamps just]
* made the darkness visible’ hanging a few
rods distance from each other, and the low
sumbling of the noisy streets above us, sur-
rounded like distant thunder. The air was
deliciously frlgrant with the wine odors, and
there was almost intoxication in breathing it.
Away we went, threading passage after pas-
sage, and turning corner after orner, until
our guide stopped short before ‘Cask 3421
* Oporto Wine,’ and commenced tapping it.
My friend looked imploringly at me, as much
as to say, ‘ How shall we escape: tasting?
An inversion of my glass suggested to him an
easy mode of escape, and when our glasses|i
were full, while the guide was looking at the
cask, it was an easy matter to pour “the red
wine upon the earth. Lnokmg up and seeing
our empty glasses, he asked, * Will you take
agother glass 7 We told him no, and he
remarked that many was the fine lady who
. took her second glass there.
' And do fine ladiés come here to taste your
wine 7 we asked. He replied that they often
did so, and that more than once he had helped
away a fair creature in a state of  exaltation.’
Here was a secret of the habits of some of the
* upper circles,” for no poor men’s daughters
ever get orders to taste the wine in the Lon-
don Vaults. We turned away, and just then
a party Jike ourselves came along—a couple
of finely dressed ladies with their guxdo came,
very likely to select wines for some great fite,
or perhaps merely for the gratification of the
tasting operation. 1 ascertained a singular,
fact from a friend in regard to a certain kind
of wines in these vaults; many has been the
year when the books of the Vaults show sales
-of more Orpoto wine than is made
"When one recollects that Port wine at this
‘time was remarkably plenty in all other parts
of the world—all "genuine Orpoto—it affords
a significant clue to many glaring facts in the
wine importing trade.— Hartford qubhmn
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THE VOICE OF THE bLASO\

It is to be deeply regretted that men are
generally so callous to the appeals which are
-daily made to their hearts. The voice ofGod
may be represented as a ‘“ still small voice”
from the fact that it may be so effectually and
is so frequently drowned, but it is not a dis-
tant sound. 1fit is low, it 18 near; none ap-
proaches so near to address us a8 God. He
standeth at the door. According to his purpose
and promise the seasous bhold on their course
and as the day silently retires when night
comes on without trumpeting its departuresse
the seasons succeed each other. Since our
Past the beautiful autumn, upon which every
other season seems to wait, serving it with
snow or rain or heat, has given precidence to
winter and the stern features of the latter are
strongly contrasted with the mild and sunny
skies which have made the past Fall so beauti-
ful. - As death, loving the shining m.rk, so
often cuts down the fairest of our friends, and
burries their endeared forms to the grave, so
winter appears. to have come with unwonted
suddenness to hush the caresses and blight
the pleasures. ot the multitudes who were en-
joying and prassing the harvest-crowned and
golden Autuwn,;, Jt is now. fairly entombed.
Its sugcessor :has come in all his official re-

ia, and has, been introduced with rain and
fﬂnland wingd aud snow, and no sooner had its
«chilling freezing, cold embraced the earth
thanthe pall is theown over it ; and now crust-
ed with frost and eoveloped in snow the ground
has become a general re. The Au-
twmn. of 1849, with its preceding Summer and
Bpring are no. more, But stern as are the
features of Winter, . exclusive, as appear its
prerogatives, and.ingontestable as would now
appear. its. autho;uy,,u 18 hut a8 asom ; every
day: shorteus it, wud soon ik will be gone.~
The God of the seasons will liave furnished

at Oporto!|

multitude from the land of the living. Though

upon their graves, and as many winters heap
their snows there, the length of the sleep does
not affect the question of their resurrection.
With Him who killeth and who maketh alive,
““ one day is as a thousand years, and a thou-
sand ycags,are as one day.” He has said and
shall he mot also perform! * The hour is
coming in the which all that are in the graves
shall hear his voice, and shall come forth.”
The dead will assurcdly rise, and the living
will assuredly die. There is an equal cer-
tainty about each. *“ That which thou sowest
is not quickened “except it die.”  We live to
die, and we die to live again, for ¢ [lesh and
blood cannot inherit the kmgdum of God.”

Evangelienl Allianee,

At the recent meeting of this body in Glas-
gow, a psalm having been sung, Mr. Noel
read the l4th chapter of the I‘,pistle to the
Romum and then proceeded to deliver the
After expressing rcgret that
it should be necessary to offer any apology for
an attempt to promote Christian union, he
proceeded to develope the principle which|
‘brought them together:

“In the chapter he had read—which he

.regnd was very clearly laid down lt was a!
isupreme regdtfl to the suthority of C lmxt or,
‘as it was expressed in the passage, Let every
\one be persuaded in his own mind, for what-
sover was not of faith was sin—even though
imaterially right, it was sin to them who per-
formed it, unless it sprang from an investiga-
tion of Christ’s will, and a beliet that in (lmng
it they were fulfil lmar his commandinent,—

done though the world lurlmu

We canuot withhold our admiration from
i!he man who maunifests so much wisdom and
rconscienciousness as Mr, Noel. The Evan-
gelical Alliance probably has no more decided
'triend to Christian union, and to the greatob-
;]ech contempiated by the organization than
Mr. Noel, but the next thing to being honest
and cousciencions is to be pr‘mtlcnl Many
who have espoused that body are full of -
practicable schemes ; as though calling all by|’
one name, or voking them under one organi-
zation would construct a union.  Mr. Noel

Christians. 'We may involve them in one
principle, or we may separate them and view
them singly for effect.

1. Christ’s authority is supreme. If hes
do, we must do, if the whole world forbid.

2. In direct religious service as rendered

ays

legislator and devise for our own observance,
or impose for the observance of others what He
has not instituted. Convictions resting upon
the word of God have the character of faith,
but when they rest upon tradition, custom, ex-
pediency, they are presumptive ; and jealous of
his authoriy, the Lord enqnires ** Who hath
required this at your hands ?”’

Nothing would conduge more to a general
and permanent union amo Christians than
au intelligent admission “of these principles,
for by becoming united to Christ we should be
united to each oﬂ)er; and the ‘ground ' oceu-
pied would be the immovable rock of truth.”
—————

{57 It gives us plea«ure to learn from the
American Missionary Magazine, that the Ke-
mees in the vicinity'of Akyab, in whose behﬂf
our dear brother Burpé has'been so interest

and for ‘whose good he had finully devowcl
himself, are to be provided for. Rev. Harye
E. Knapp, and his wife, sailed for Calcutta
in the ship Arab. o ‘the’ 13t wlt, for Akyab!
This' brothér has recently grlld'utned

Hamilton University, ‘and is' to kabor a
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they sleep long, and thousands of summers bud | =

had selected purposely on that account—the!
first principle to which they ought to have!

And if he had enjoined it, then it was to be,

i-[bad things.”

presents two distinct thoughts which are en-|
titled to the most scrious consideration of|

to God, it is wrong to assume the prerogative of

‘{many bhe made for not loving and serving
" {kgave bim some Tracts for his little girl to

y|mind is sincerely  exercised. My prayer to
¢

the Kerhees, and with Rev. Mbdﬁs Ingh

and Moore, will make three Missionary fami-
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Corresponyence.

[FOR THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.]

St. Jokn, Dec. 6th, 1849.

Mgr. Epitor,—The m;ni't‘teeqf the ‘* La-
dies’ City Mlssmnary & Mariners’ Friend So-
ciety,” have received regﬁhrglat their Month-
ly Meeting a report fromn the Missionaty in the
employ of that Society, of his labour in the

re allotted him. These extracts from his
journzl bave interested and encouraged the
Committee exceedingly, and they would have!
liked to have given them to the public through
the medium cf your paper, but as part could
scarcely be published without injustice to the
whole, they have refrained from doing so. At
the last meeting of the Committee thcy deci-
ded to send the Report read at that time to
you requestmg that if not too lengthy, it might
have a place in your columns; and in doing
this they feel that the public cannot judge of
the labors of a half year by extracts from the
Missionary’s journal of one month. We
wonld ieave the publication of the enclosed
ientirely to yourself, knowing that you must
feel equally interested with ourxol\es in the
(object in which we are engaged.
Yours, respe Ltfull)
Luvcy A, Axstuy,

Sec’y.

}

Missfonary Extracts Coutinued.

Sept. 4th, visited eight families, with whom
[ conversed and prayed ; fonnd several sick
persons, and others under affliction of differ-
ent kinds, some had hope in the Saviour,
some had not I fear, any geod grounds to
hope ; while in some cases afllictions, were [
trust, proving to be their best blessings. My
own mind was often both instructed aud com-
forted. -

Oth, found to~day mueh spiritual darkness.
At oue place 1 called, I found the woman of
the house washing clothes, trom the circum-
stance | took the opportunity to speak of the
gpiritual cleansing we needed because of the
defilement of our heart, and referred to the
‘“ fountain that was open for sin and unclean-
ess.”” 1 asked her then if her heart had ever
rbeen purified, or if she felt any trouble from
tlm fact of having a sinful heart. She said,

‘no, I have not a bad heart, 1 never do any
But the Bible says we are all|
gjnners, and unless we are born anm,or our
hearts made Toly, we cannot enter into hea-
ven.  What would gou call a bad heart ma-
dawn, or what are some of the works of a bad
Ihean. *“Those wwho murder, st®al, curse,
and swear, have bad hearts; but I dont do any
jof these thmgs—--thuse too who get drunk,
‘have bad hearts.”” 1 endeavoured by plain il+
{lustration, and seripture declaration, to show
her the native corruption of the heart, and to
peint her to the only 'acceptable saerifice for
sin.  Poor woman, wrapped up in ignorance
of herself, she sees not-the need of a Saviour,
apd trusts not in him for salvation. I met
with a man near-this house who was digging
stones, and after conversing with him upon
the nature of his employment, referred to-some
seripture where the human heart is likened|m
to stone, and of the necessity of its being soft-
ened and purified, he listened attentively to
me, acknowledged he was not what he ought
be, but was poer, could not read, had a large
family, had to work hard, ec., all'of which I
fear were excuses, which in. common with
God.

read to him.  Visited-four other families, but
nothing appeared very ‘encouraging with ‘the
exeeption of a woman; who [ had visited before,
and  who had experienced .a good /deal’ of af-
flietion in her family. - I cannot but hope her |
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gmng them some assistance, I left with pecu-
liar emotions of mind. Called at a Roman
Catholic’s family, all well in their own estima-
tion. O Lord open their cyes.  Visited a wo-
man who had lately lost a daughter, but who
died in the triamph of fanth-——ugle mother too
looks forward towards heaven as A home,
her final rest, and though poor i this world,
ia rich in faith. Visited also the family or
the man, mentioned on the Gth, to whom I had
given Tracts for his daughter to read to'himn,
Darkness and prejudice also, keeps truth from
entering the heart. [ had prom:sed the man
a New-Testament ; this 1 now had brought ;
he was not at homc After conversing a hittle
while with her, ] asked if she would like to
read some good Tructs, reaching some to her;
she refused them, said she did net want thein.
I offered her the Testament but ske would not
take it. 1 asked her if she would allow her lit-
tle daughter to accept of it, she replied in the
negative ; neither would she permit her daugh-
ter totake any of my Tracts; the girl looked
anxiously as if she wished to have the books.
I told ber the Bible was the word cf Ged, con-
taining his commands to us, and unless we be-
comne acquainted with them we shall not know
what he commands us to do.  Citing a few
passages expressing the love of God, the love
and sacrifice of Christ, the way of salvation,
the blessedness of the righlcous, the sarrows
of the wicked, 1 asked her if she would not
like to read about things o interosting ; she
however refused toreceive or allew her daugh-
ter to accept of the Word of God, or Tracts.
Alas, thought I, what an influence is that mo-
ther exerting- over her children! I warned her
of her danger, and left with sorrow on account
of the darkness in which shie appeared so con-
tented to remain, Not fur from this T callad
at another place, and verv different was mv
reception, and vesy different my feelings.—
They accepted with apparent thankfulness the
Tracts, I couversed with them upon the grent
concerns of religion and united ‘in prayer,
and left with my feelings lighter.

15th, I was called to attend a funeral at the
Alms House took the opportunity to converse
with a number of its inmates. This evenini
I was sent for to visit a man supposed to he
dying, fouud hiw very ill, and without any
well grounded hope in the Saviour. O so-
lemn place, to sit beside a dving man, unpre-
'pared to meet God ! How responsible the po--
isition L Whea is sufficient for sach.things? '

16th, Lord’s duy. After the preaching
the evening, which was the third Service, }
again visited the man mentioned yesterdaV
His mind seemed more anxious than before.
His condition as a sinner seemed mcre to im-
press him than formerly. This gave me some
encouragement.

17th, Preached a Sermon this evening,
with reference to the death of a man, who from
this port, died on his passage from vaerpool to
New-York ; met with som onposmon from &
man in a state of intoxica

18th, Visited again the man alluded to be-
fore. He expressess a hope in the Saviour
since I last saw him, and manifested a desire
to depart and be with Christ, While .there

may be some reason. generally to. douht. the
valuhty or genuineness of deaxh,bed repent-
ance, we must not limit the Holy One of. Isra-
el. . *To the Lord.our God belong mercies..”

19th, called upon. to day to attend, the fu-
neral of Captain T. M., who died in. this port.
on boax:gl his vessel.. Far from. his conpex-
iops, ﬁwas followed to the grave by, stran-
gers; the tear of the widowed . wife dropped
not on his corpse, for she was far away ; doubt-
less they did w abundantly, when the sad
ne ws reached be:,, No ties ate too tender to
be severed by dnatll “It is ‘appointed . for
men once to dle.’f wrote a letter 10, his wi-
dow informing her of the mournful; news.
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