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A DAY WITH CHRIST. ig 

Tt may enable us the better to realize what 
it is to live with Christ, if we conceive of him 
as being bodily present with us as he was with 
the first disciples, Suppose then that Christ 
is at your side, just as he was daily with Peter 
or John, are you quite willing to have him 
observe all your conduct, to known how. you 
are occupied, what you say or do, through all 

~ the day? He isnot present as an austere 
censor, but as a personal friend, kind, pati- 
ent, forbearing ; yet He is pure and holy, 
and is grieved or offended at any departure 
from the perfect law of rectitude and love.— 
And now with Christ thus at your side, we 
will suppose you to ‘act naturally, in all re- 
spects as you are accustomed to do, assuming 
nothing for the occasion. How far are you 
prepared to submit to the personal inspection 
of Christ? ’ 

He enters your family. He rejoices in the 
general play of affection, and in the innocent 
mirth of the fire-side. The little prattler on 
your knee engages his attention, and receives 
his caresses. He is a cheerful, affectionate, 
considerate visitor, entering with interest into 
every subject relating to your happiness.— 
But what impression does the general, the, 
usual course of affairs in the family produce 
upon the mind of such an observer? How 
much plage is given to religion? Is God ho- 
noured in your house? Is your family wor- 
ship so conducted—we speak 1t reverently— 
that Christ himself could join it, or could at 
least be an approving spectator? How much 
of the conversation of the family is upon to- 
pics agreeable to Christ? And to what ex- 
tent is your conversation upon domestic affairs 
and secular things characterized by a tone of 
natural and cheerful piety—the recognition 
of God’s providence, 5, wl obligation, and 
of the superior importance of spiritual things? 

In the whole economy of the household, in 
the intercourse of the several members of the 
the family with each pther, how much is there 
of the spirit of kindness, subduing irascibi- 
lity and fretfulness, and causing the i to 
glide smoothly and pleasantly onward? How 
far are your expenses, your style of living, the 
education of your children, in a word, all 
your domestic arrangements, regulated so as 
to meet the approbation of Christ? Endea- 
vour thus to entertain Christ in your family 
for a day, and you may discover whether you 
do truly live with Him. 
From the family, Christ now accompanies 

you to your place of business, He observes 
your deportment in your intercourse with the 
world. He is with you in the counting-room, 
He is with you in the shop, He is with you on 
‘Change; wherever you go Christ is at your 
side; whatever you say or do Christ is a wit- 
ness of it. He sees with what temper you 
bear the disappointments and vexations of the 
day; He sees upon what principles you con- 
duct your business, and for what end ; whe- 
ther you are in haste to be rich, or whether, 
while, ““ not slothful in business,” you are still 
‘“ fervent in spirit serving the Lord.” Christ 
stands by you when you are making a bar- 
gain, knows whether you speak the truth, or 
tike advantage of your neighbour. If you 
act just as ro are accustomed to do, how 
much will Christ see in you to approve, and 
that will cause Him to rejoice in such a re- 
presentative ; ‘or how much that will cause 
Him to blush for the honour of his name? 
From your family and’ your place of busi- 

ness. Christ next goes with you into society. 
Perhaps the company to which you introduce 
Him is a circle of relatives, or of Christian 
friends, who have met for social entertainment. 
Such a company ought to be congenial to his 

_ tastes and feelings. " Does it prove to be so! 
Is your deportment. and that of your fellow: 
Christians in a social party,~—are your topics 
of conversation and methods of amusement, 
such that Christ will feel quite at home there, 
and, as a cheerful friend, can partici 
ee : po 

‘the company to which you in- 
sof n different character—a gay 

timate converse with Him. Are you willing 
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wally | bt hb itho ha tio have casua 
intains consistency, and demeans her- 

self as a ian, in the presence. of the gay 
and giddy world. But when you are again 
invited to such a party, be sure that you ask 
Christ to go with you, and that you keep Him 
at your side. ini 

Leaving these scenes, Christ next attends 
you to your closet. He observes whether you 
resort thither cheerfully, or by €onstraint of 
conscience and of habit; whether you enter 
it in a hurry, and, after a hurried prayer and a 
listless mechanical reading of the Seriptares, 
rush forth again to the world of business or of 
pleasure, where your heart has mainly been : 
or whether your closet is a favourite resort, 
which you delight to seck, and. where you 
love to'linger, that you may hold near and in- 

that Christ should thus enter your closet with 
you? 
He attends you also to the prayer-meeting 

and to the house of God. He knows what 
passes in your mind before going,—whether 
you go cheerfully or of constraint, after a 
long conflict between duty and inclination. — 
He knows what preparation you make for 
these social and public religious services, and 
in what spirit—for He reads the heart—you 
engage in them. Would you be willing to 
perform these duties as you are-accustomed to 
do, with Christ ut your side as a close obser- 
ver! 

~ And in the same manner Christ takes no- 
tice of what you do for His cause.. He knows 
whether you visit the poor, converse with the 
impenitent, seek out the vicious and degraded, 
and in what spirit you perform such labours. 
If you are a Sabbath-school teacher, He sits 
by your side and observes whether you hear 
your class mechanically, or whether with kind- 
ness and patience, you adapt your instructions 
to them persanally, and are intent upon their 
salvation. Christ is at your side, ‘too, when 
an appeal is made to you for a charitable ob- 
ject, and He sees how you regard it, or He sees 
how much you put into the contribution-box 
when such an appeal is made in public. “Are 
you quite willing that Christ should see and 
know, as a personal observer, just what' you 
are doing for his cause? oly 

If you will endeavour thus to concéive of 
Christ as with you in the body, for a single 
day, yon may judge how far you truly hve 
with Him. : 

The Silent Infiuence of Christians. 

The Bible calls the good man’s life a light, 
and it is the nature of light to flow out spon- 
taneously in all directions, and fill the world 
unconsciously with its beams. Seo the Chris- 
tian shines, it would say, not so much because 
he will, as because he is a luminous object.— 
Not that the active influence of Christians is 
made of no account in the figure, but on'y that 
this symbol of light has its property, in the 
fact that their unconscious influence is the 
chief fluence, and has the precedence in its 
power over the world. And yet there are 
many who will be ready to think that light is. 
a very tame and feeble instrument, because it 
is noiseless. An earthquake for example, is 
to them a much more vigorous and effective 
agency. Hear how it comes thundering 
through the solid foundations of nature. It] 
rocks a whole continent. 
of man, cities, monuments, and temples, are 
in a moment, leveled to the ground, or swale 
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we must not think that because He shines ‘i 
sensibly or silently, as a mere object, he i 
therefore powerless. The greatest pow 
are ever those which lie back of the little stirs 
and commotions of nature ; and I verily believe 
that the insensible influences of men are 
as much more potent than what I have called 
their voluntary and active, as the great silent 
powers of nature are of greater consequence 
than her little disturbances and tumults.— Dr. 
Bushnell. 

Charity and Obedience. 
A late Congregational paper, the Christian 

Mirror, after speaking of the extent to which 
open communion has been practiced among 
the Baptists of England, gommends the fact 
as a lesson of charity e Baptists of Ame- 
rica. It is yery common for our Congrega- 
tional friends to make remarks of this kind, 
yet iit is a fact that our practice of sacramen- 
tal communion is not modified in any way by 
our possessing u high or low degree of charity. 
The practice of * strict communion” rests on 
a principle, a definite, intellectual conviction ; 
namely, that the two sacraments, Baptism and 
the Eucharist are strictly connected by Christ's 
own legislation. The one is placed as ante- 
cedent tothe other. Neither of them conveys 
grace to the soul,” but they both celebrate 
graces previously received. While this con- 
viction exists, no increase of piefy would alter 
the practice, because love to Christ will lead 
us to acts of obedience. 

T'o Protestants who are accustomed to use 
language like that above alluded to, we would 
address one question : ov ri your churches 
were blessed with such a Pentecostal gift of] 
divine influence, as would lead to a great in- 
erease of love or charity ; would that dispose 
you to join with pious Catholics in receiving the 
Eucharist in'one kind—that is the bread alone ? 
Certainly it would not, unless it should change 
your convictions touching thatordinance, and 
touching Christ's command, * Drink ye all of 
it.” And charity would not change those 
convictions, unless they now rest on an exclu- 
sive bigotry, which is the opposite of charity. 
A minister of our acquaintance was once 

asked, What led you to join theBaptists? He 
answered : ““ After my conversion, I was per- 
plexed at first in order to decide what church 
hy th to join. At last I concluded to take 

ew Testament, to read it through once 
more; resolved that if T could not find an or- 
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ganized church in that, I would not join an 
church at all. I'résolved, too, that if I could 
find a church there, I would go to the ends of! 
the earth to join such a community. Well, I 
found baptism enjoined in the great commis-| 
sion—I found it enjoined by the Apostles on 
all converts, I found that believers who receiv- 
ed it constituted a visible church, and that 
they continued in * fellowship, in breaking of’ 
bread and in prayers” Finding no other kind 
of church but this, I naturally sought those 
who admitted no other principles of church- 
building.” Here was a case of conscience, 
and certainly an enlarged charity could not 

don what he saw to be the truth of God. 
"There are principles of religion avowed by 
some around us, which would render it utterly 
npossible for our Lord to make any outward 
dinance binding on his people. Because, 

however positive might be the injunction, these 

it as a violation of charity. They are prin- 
s which take from Christ himself the pow- 
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God is, if I may so say, at the command of the 
prayer of faith--and in this respect is, as it were, 
under the power of his people~*‘as princes, they 
have power with God and prevail.” Though 
they may be private persons, their prayers are 
put up in the name of a Mediator, who is a 
public person, being the head of the whole 
Church, and the Lord of the universe. If 
they have a great sense of the impotence of 
eternal things, and a concern for the precious 
souls of men, they need not regret it that they 
are not preachers—they may go in their ear- 
nestness and agonies of soul, and pour out 
their souls before one who is able to do all 
things.’ President Edwards. 

Pray for One Another. 
What is more delightful than the reciprocal 

offering of prayer to God among Christians— 
praying one for another? - Is not this an ex- 
ercise most imperiously demanded in the pre- 
sent state of the churches? ‘Brethren, pray 
one for;another. ; : 

1. Risa delightful Christian exercise,. To 
enter into communion with God for a brother 
or a sisterin the common faith, to ask Heaven's 
blessing on their soul, to plead with spiritual 
longings for their sanctification, usefulness, 
peace, and sure prospects, and to feel that all 
this was reciprocated, so that Christian desire 
for one another meets at the mercy-seat, how 
delightful the exercise. 

2. It helps to keep one another in mind. — 
The tendency here 1s to forgetfulness and be- 
coming estranged. But praying one for auo- 
ther will serve to counteract this tendency. — 
When we pray for an object, we remember 
that object. When we ask for a blessing on 
a brother or a sister, we remember that bro- 
ther or sister. Christian remembrance is a 
great want in our churches. Indeed, it is 
no uncommon thing to find, in the bosom of 
the same church, those who are ignorant of 
each other.. "The question is not unfrequently 
asked, is such, or such a one, a membér of this 
church? © More of reciprocal prayer would 
tend to cure this ignorance. 

3. It serves to promote in one another a mu- 
tual Christian interest. If we pray for an ob- 
ject, it'is fair to conclude we feel some interest 
in it, and, of course, in the answer to our 
prayer. No child of God can be in the habit 

J of praying for a brother or sister in the Lord, 
and not feel an increasieg interest in that bro- 
ther or sister. If any praying one has a doubt 
of this, let him try it. : 

o 4. It fosters religious fellowship. A com- 
munity of Christians, heartily looking up to 
God for blessings on one another, will find the 
cord of their spiritual brotherhood becoming 
stronger and stronger. In this exercise a spi- 
rit unearthly reigns. It is the fruit of a new 
implantation, and the growth is like the seed 
planted. 
~5. Reciprocal prayer tends to unity. Those 
who truly pray are one, “ We are all one in 
Christ Jesus.” Virtually, vitally, we are one. 
When we pray for one another, we say, ** Our 
Father,” "We all say so. “ We have one 
Father, even God.”  ‘‘ Bless spiritually, sa- 
vingly, thy children,” And all we are bre- 
thren, children of the common Father, a unity. 
Let us eg Ep, for another.—New-England 
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