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CHRISTIAN VISITOR.
SAINT JOHN, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1849

THE RECENT ASSOCIATION.

An interesting and we doubt not what will
prove to be a very useful Session of the Asso-
c1ation has just clesed, s

The Delegates were "generally upon the
ground in season, and at 2 o’clock, P. M. on
Saturday, they convened in the Chapel in
Brussels Street for Conference when two
hours or more were spent in gocial conference,
every one feeling it good to be there. At 43
o'cleck, the Association organized by the
choice of the Rev. Samue! Robinson, Mode-
rator. The other Officers and Committees
having been appointed the Association ad-
journed till Monday at 10 o’clock.
~ In the Evening, the Rev. W.D. Fitch,

,preached to a large congregation, from James
. 19, 20.

On the Sabbatli the Ministers from  abroad
cceupied the several pulpits of the Baptist
Churches in the city and vieinity, and large
congregations were in attendance.

On Monday, the Bev. 8. Elder, not being
zble to address the Association, the Rev. C.
Spuarden, his Alternate, preached the Intre-
ductery Sermon from 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22, 23,
““For all things are yours,” &ec.

The res
mainder of the morning was occupied in the
rending of the Letters. There was but little
of special interest communicated, but the
“hurches were represented as being generally
in 2 healthy stute and free from conteiition.

The addition by Baptism to the Churches

which'sent their Letters was 74 ; by Letter 35 ;
restored 3. The total number of Members in
cur Churches '2,338, of Ordained Ministers
922, of Licentiates 6. .
The number of Sabbath Schools reported
was 22, including 163 Teachers, and 1,279
Schelars, with 2,530 volumes in their Li-
brartes.;

A miin feature of the Association was the
Jubilee Sermon on Monday eveuing, this be-
ing the Fiftieth Anniversary since the organ-
rzation of the Nova-Scotia and New-Bruns-
viick Baptist Association.  After reading
sujtable portions of the Scripture and the
usual introductory services, father Joseph
Cranddl, recounted in a most interesting man-
rer some of the principal incidents oceurring
in his experience and under his observation in
the early period of our history, We hope to
be able gt a fature day to lay them before our
readers : after holding the congregation in
fixed attention for upwards of an hour, father
T 8. Harding, by 'way of an Appendix, gave
scme additional incidents. This meeting was
a very happy one, and the congregation was
very large, thespacious Chapel being crowded
in every part, The presence of these much
leved and justly honoured fathérs gave greut
nterest to all the Meetings and they appeared

to participate with the liveliest interest and

satisfaction in all the deliberations and ser-
vices of the occasien.

The Reports of the several Committees and
discussions tlerecn occupied the greater part
of Tuesday. Ministerial Education being the
principal subject in the morning, after a dis-
course from the Rev. John Magee, from Mat.
v. 14, % Ye are the light of the world.”

Colportage, the Christian Visitor, and Sab-|

bath Stchools were considered in the afternoon,
after a discourse from Rev. W. Jackson, from
Philippians iir. 8. * Yea doubiless, and I
count all things but loss for the excellency of
the kuowledge of Christ Jesas my Lord.”
On Tuesday evening, alarge concourse of
people zssembled to ﬁsﬁen. to the elaims of
Foreign Missions, when the Resolutions re-
Missions were sastained by Rev, J. Crandh!,
ov. T, 8. Harding, Rev. A D. Thompson,
tev.'S, Elder, Rev, E. J. Harris g
Pray.
T'ho speeches of the brethren were anima-
ted and effective, and every attention was paid
to each speakdr, 'The collect ‘
of the Meeting for ‘the ot
amotnted 1o £6° 18s, 104d. .
On Weduesdby, 5. M. at|
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sociation, and subscriptions are solicited for
the object as a most deserving and encourag:
The Reports -of the Missionary
Board were presented, the T'reasuret of the
General Union made a Report which opened
the subject for consideration, and after an in-
teresting debate the wishes of the Delegates
were expressed in favour of an Ageney, and
that Rev. Joseph Crandal should acceptan ap-
pointment and visit all the Churches for this
object. The Association then adjourned, hav-
ing had sweet fellowship in devotion, and the
utmost harmony in the transaction of whatever
business was introduced.

The Collections for Fereign Missions du-

ring the Meetings were - <« £22 4 11}
Domestic Missions, « - -« 12°'3 0

French Missions, - - « =« 14 0 6
Colportage, - - - « « = 5 6 0
Union Society, - - - - - 45 9 73
American & Foreign Bible Society, 15 0
Migate Money, - - - 713 5%

Total, £107 12 63d

The next Session of the Association will be
beld with the Baptist Church in Maugerrville,
on the IMirst Saturday in September. 1850,

Introductory Sermon to be preached by Rev.
S. Elder. | Y

CONVENTION.

The regular annual meeting of the Nova
Scotia, New Branswick, and Prince Edward
Island Baptist Convention, convene at Bridge-
town, Nova Scotia, next week, on,Saturday
Sept. 15. We hope many brethren from this
Province will be able to attend. Bridgetown
was fixed upon as the place of Meeting in
consideration of our convenience. All the
precious iuterests embraced in the Union re-

the Great Head of the Church may be upon
the Convention and upon its agents and opera-
tions. Through the hiberality of Mr.. Whitney
those attending the convention from this Pro-
vince can by paying fuil passage over, have
their return passage gratis.

* Francieta’ would betkind enough to give her
name, we sheuld be happy to offer a tew sug-

sition s felt by a namber of young people to
correspoud for the paper, and would do all we
cau to encourageand aid their efforts,

Receirrs.—We would hereby acknowledge
the receipt of the. following sums. From J.
T, Smithy Rev. W, Hall, T, Hicks, Rev. T.
Todd, A, Turney, J. Bradshaw, H. Melvin,
J. Moran, W, Vaughan, E. Webb, Rev.. W.
L. Hopkins, Capt. J
, Ten Shillings cach. ;

From Abner. Jones, E. Brown, N. Estey,
B. Kilburn, C, Slote, J. Wightman, Rey. 8.
Hobbs, Five Shillings each. From Rey. K.
Brooks, Jr., and Rev. E. J. Harris 12s,

Rev. J. Francis for Union Socicty, £5.6s.
From J, V. Tabor, £12 4s..

. NOTICE.. e
. The several Baptist Boards located in this
City will weet in the Raptist Chapel in Ger.
main. Street, at 9 o’clock A. M., on.Monday
aext, Sept. 10th, for organization and geue:
business. A general and punetual attendan

s earnestly requested, as the Reports are to be
prepared for the Convention,
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churches have been planted over the Provinces
varying as to the number of members and tho-
roughness of organization, but agreeing in one
point—that of being destitute of stated pasto-
ral care. They are visited from time to time
by missionaries, and thus revived and strength-
ened. Some are u;xited,;-ﬁictiv‘e&d‘prospert
ous bodies, and will scon be able to provide
for themselves the constaht services of a min-f
ister. Others seem to be more loosely put
together, manifest a very feeble degree of spi-
ritual life, and very little united effort. « In all,
however, there are valuable materials for'con-
structing “ a building of God;” * lively stones”
which require only to be rightly fixed and ar-|
tangedto*‘ grow toan holy temple'in the Lord.”

If Babbath Schools were established in con-
nection with these Churches, they would form
admirable means for rendering available- to
the cause of God the piety,. benevolence and
intelligence of their members. The spiritual
power which is now too often suffered to waste
itself in irregular and fitfnl impulses, or to re-

and directed to useful purposes. The steady
habits of religicus activity would succeed to
desultory movemeniz; minds would be trained
to labours of usefulness; fervent and zealous
spirits would find scope fornoble” enterprise,
and be brought under the dominion of sound
and rational principle ; converts would be less
liable to fall away from the Church ; and chris~
tian orderand. harmony would be more likely
to be preserved. . :

To some it may appear a very difficult if
not impracticable attemptito establish Sabbath
Schools in the positions to which we refer.—
It may seem scareely possible for a Missionary,
whose stay- at any one spot'in the freld. of his
labours is generally brief, to find time for the
performance of such a work. Further, it may
be doubted, even if heshould have succeeded
in forming a Sabbath Schoal, whether it would
continue in operation’ without ther support of
stated’ ministerialhelp, ora much greater pro-|
gress in knowiedge and experience than the|
 most of these Churches exnibit. Im answer
ta this; it is admitted that difficulties exist in
the way of the undertaking ; and that they are
gréater than would be met with ir many other
agtempts. - But we have no reasonfor’ suppos-
ing that they canmot be removed by patient
and vigorous toil. ©n the contrary,. so far as
experiurent has been made—and it has been
made to some extent—the, result shiows that
there are no obstacles in the wpy absolutely
insurmountable.  Some of our m¥ssionaries
have succeeded in arousing a warm interest
on behalf of the young in the communities .of
which we speak'; and have gathered together
in the Sabbath School classes of children and
and youth eager for instruction, and Teachers
apimated with no passing interest in their vo-
eation. Why should not similar exertions be
elsewhere 'fo{lowed with like success? We
are convinced that they would be successful ;
and we would earnestly solicis the attention
of those who are employed in onr Domestic|
Missions to an object so worthy of their regard
and so certain, if intelligently and persever-
ingly pursued, to render their labours more

lustingly usefal. As to the supposition that a
‘missionary can seldom remain long enough at
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of their labours, to adoyt prompt and jldicious
measures for their organization.

The Pastor, after having prepared hims
to become an advoecateof the Sabbath Schoo!,
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should pbhil{* set forth imgprineiples of con-
stitution, 1ts objects and the means of arriving

at them, its varied and invaluable benefits -
and should press upon the members of the
Churchy parents and others, the duties which
they owe to the young, and, by consequence,
their obligations in’ respect to the Sabbath.
School. %;e should also advocate this cause
from:house+to house, urgitig on christians, pa--
rents'and children, its selemn importance.—
He should disseminate information through the
medium of boolss and traets, but by ail means
show what the Bible teaches in regard to car-
ly religious instruction. When the réquisite
steps_bave been taken to call attention toghe
subject of Sabbath Schools; and to lead t6 a
thoughtful consideration.of their claims. then,
a general meating should be called, which a!!
classes in the community should be urged 1o
attend.. The, pastor should state the object of
the meeting, offer such.explanations as might
be thought. necessary, and seek to gain the
convictions. and confidence of  those present,
He should also be prepared to submit for ader-
tion, a clesr and practicable plan of Rabbath
School organization, instruction and governs
ment ; and: thén, with the consent and coepes
ration of church and congregation, proceed 1t
the constitution of the School, the enroime
of Teachers. and Scholars, the division into
rclasses, the appointment of a Superintendent,
and such ‘other aets' and arrangements as are
required by the occasion.

As respects the office of Superintendent, it
is generally desirable that it should be fiiled.
by the Pastor. [t will be expected from his
position, haracter and. official influence that
he:will take a leading part in. controliing and
directing the Sthool, in. order to which the
situation of Superintendent will place him in.
the: most intimate and advantageous rélatiom
to every part of the institution. It doubtléss
adds considerably to the amount of pastoral
labour to accept this office, bui these who can.
engage in its duties will find.their toil amply
compensated by the delightful interest and the
opportunities of nsefulnesswhich it offers. I
the Pasior is unable from thé pressare of other
engagements, to. superintend the Sabbatn
School personally, he shouldrat least visit it as
often as possible and make himself acquainted
with its operation.and progress. He will thus
discover its defects, if any exist, and be ena-
bled to adopt measures for their correction.—
He will alsobe better ableto afford the Teack-
ers such counsél as may be needed for their
guidance ; while they will feel cheéred in_ipeifi
toilsome efforts by his presence and- exhorta-
tions. Anotlier method by which he can ef-
fectively cc-operate with the Teachers is by
forming a Bible-class under his own immedi-
ate instruction. There are many young per-
sons of both sexes in every community who
would not care to be enrolled as Sabbath
School Scholars, but who would be willing to
receive knowledge on Scriptural subjects from

their Pastor, It is highly important that his.
efforts should be pﬁm{xﬁj‘ﬂ_gﬁ S manner to-
win this interesting class to the service of God.

In.addition to the ways just suggeste ;;H‘bichs




