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GENERAL DUTIES OF CHURCH MEMBERS. 

Every man who would have a conscience 
void of offence, should understand his various 
obligations and duties, = What duties are of 
higher importance than those of members of 
the church of God; and yet what duties are 
more generally neglected? As this neglect 
may in some measure arise from not well 
knowing or justly appreciating these sacred 
duties, 1 will suggest a few ideas presented to 
my mind in consideration of them. 

Ist. One branch of duty” of every church 
member, as such, relates to the pastor of the 
church. He ishimself a church member, and 
may claim from his Christian brethren in com- 
mon with themselves, whatever regard that 
designation gives a right to. But there are 
special reasons why the members of a church 
should hold their pastor in respect.” [He is to 
them and with their consent the messenger 
and minister of Christ, whose: official. acts 
rightly performed, have their geal and sanc- 
tion in heaven. Besides he ought, at least by 
his own people, to be highly esteemed in love 
for his work's sake, the object of which js the 
advancement of their everlasting good, and 
the measures and methods of which are, of all 
others, the most laborious and wasting to flesh 
and blood ; idcluding deep and continued me- 
ditations, preaching in season and out of sea- 
son, numberless spiritual conferences with in- 
dividuals and families, and daily solicitudes 
about the success of his work. Paul in two 
places instructs his brethren in this respeet : 
1 Thess, v. 12,13. We beseech you breth- 
ren to know them, &c. Again, Heb. xii. 17. 
Obey them that have the rule over you, and 
submit yourselves; for they watch for your 
souls as they that must give account. 

2d. Certain men in churches are called to 
assist the pastor in government; and these 
persons will receive peculiar regard from every 
worthy church member, Their station is not 
‘held for their own sake, but as necessary to 
the peace and prosperity of the people, and as 
a state dishonours itself when it does not 
hold its own officers in respect, so every 
church member is divided against his church 
and does it dishononr, who behaves himself 
unseemly towards these brethren while dis- 
charging their appropriate duties. This only 
let me say, that when a member of a church 
disdains to receive admonition from those au- 
thorized to give it, as occasion requires, or 
when he speaks of them contemptuously; or 
carries himself proudly towards them in any 
way, hereproaches his profession, and reflects 
no honour on the church. 

3d. The members. of a particular church, 
ought, if possible, to acquaint themselves with 
one another. They being associated with 
each other in the same communion, and ume 
ted to one another, like the members of the 
body, professing sameness of character, of spi- 
rit, of interest, of hope; professing to have 
their hearts occupied and swayed by thatpure 
love which rules in heaven, and meeting to 
gether in the same place several times every 
week ; joining their hearts and voices in 
prayer and praise ; eommuning together often 
at the table of the Lord; co-operating in va- 
rious voluntary associttions for the further- 
ance of their common cause ; mingling thus 
together continually in holy places and ser- 
vices, it is therefore reasonable and right that 
there ought to be among all the members that 
kind and fraternal feeling, which makes mu- 
tual access easy, and gives fre¢ scope for the 
prompt exercise of ‘Christian sympathy and 
fellowship as occasion nay require. 

4th The law of brotherly love should have 
special sway over the members of a church. 
T'his law as beihg enforced with unparalleled 
motives, was Christ's new commandment to 
all his followers ; obedience to which would 
demonstrate their discipleship to a master in 
whom love to them and all mankind was so 
powerful a principle. ~ And if it be so neces- 
sary for Christians to cultivate the love of one] 
another, shall members of the same church 
neglect it and be guiltless? If the C 
very large, it may be wit love as wit person- 
al acquaintance, each may not be ab to form 
a confidential aflcction for every gne of the|the 
rest; and earthly minded and.’ inconsistent 
members, cannot be the objects of brotherly 
love, which is the 
in Christ's image, 1 his saints. But with 
restrictions, i men be 
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enabled them to make their triumphant way 
against the united powers of hell and earth, 
and extended the kingdom of their Lord and 
Master. 

5th. The members of a church ought to che- 
rish a lively sympathy and seek each other’s spi- 
ritual advancements, and edification. Persons 
so related should take a deep interest in each 
other’s happiness; beat each other's burdens, 
and enjoy each other's blessings. They 
should have the same care one for another; 
and whether one member suffer all the mem- 
bers should suffer ‘with him, or one member 
be honoured, all the members should rejoice 
with kim. If any be overtaken in a fault, they 
who are spiritual ought to réstore such in the 
spirit of meekness, considering themselves 
lest they also be tempted, If any be in spi- 
ritual trouble, they who have endured like con- 
flicts ought with tenderness and sympathy 
counsel and encourage them. If any be fee- 
ble minded in the faith, the strong should 
strive to confirm them. If any go astray they 
ought to be sought after by those who observe 
their wanderings. In general all the mem- 
bers should pray with and for one another, 
admonish, exhort, and consider one another 
to provoke unto love and good works, cheer- 
fully employing their graces and gifts for the 
edification of the church. 

6th. Every church member should avoid 
and resist all cases of alienation and division 
among his fellow members, and strive to keep 
the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.— 
If it is the duty of Christians to live peacea- 
bly with all men, it is much more their duty 
to live peaceably with all Christians. * Behold 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together - in unity.” A divided bro- 
therhood of Christians is not adapted to their 

progress in spirituality. ‘When members, in- 
stead of confessing their faults, carry them- 

they sow the seeds of discord, and prove theni- 
selves the children of contention and confu- 
sion. How sucred then the duty of resisting 
the first appearance of whatever has a tendency 
to produce division, 

7th. Every member of a church who walks 
orderly and gecording to his covenant with 
God und his brethren, will pay regular atten- 
dance on the ministrations of the word and 
ordindnces: Allowance being made for ex# 
traordinary and unlooked for hindrances, itis 

attend the stated meetings for public worship, 
as it is the pastor's duty to conduct the exer- 
cises of those meetings. It.is true the stated 
meetings of a congregation may be too nume- 
rous, especially during seasons of revival, to 
admit of their being all attended by every 
member, but when they are not more nume- 

not more the pastor’s than ali the people’s duty, 
For if some justifiably forsake the assem 
bling of frien, i together, so may all —i 
Strong excuses are thought to be urged by 

clude the possibility of attendance, or our 

8th. Every member ought to bear his just: 
portion of the church’s necessary expenses.— 
[t is the will of God that they who preach the 

is obligatory on the church, and a share of th 
burden falls on every member ; for if one nx 
exonerate, so may all, the faithful labourer is 

needless to enumerate, which o to be di 
tributed in just proportion among is meinbers, 

the sustaining of those institutions which have 
for their object the spread of the Gospel 
the salvation of immortal souls.—Religio 
Telescope... 

The Shristian Visitor. 
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growth in grace,or consistent with the church’s 

selves as though they had none; and treat 
others as though they had nothing but faults, 

as much the duty for every church member tof 

rous than custom in the church requires, ha~ 
bitual attendance on all the stated meetings is, 

droopitig and languid from that profitless ex- 

some and none ought to. be received unless{rious busines v 
they are actually of such a nature as to pre.|that sent him away from home. He gained 

stated meetings will soon be entirely forsaken:|! 
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speakers at the ttibune, say what they have to 
say in a space which would not serve some! 
American speakers for a preliminary flourish. 
There is the utmost compression of thought 
and argument in the phrases of these French 
Statesmen. The consequence is that they 
produce effects which few of our orators can 
ever achieve. 

The Bible in the Pulpit. 
We live in an age in which there is but lit- 

tle avowed opposition to the Scriptures. In- 
fidelity no longer directly denies its inspira- 
tion ; for, with a marvelous exuberance of] 
faith, it ascribes the same high character to 
all works of ‘genius, to art, to nature; and to 
humanity. Science bows to it blandly and 
respectfully, even while taken for granted un- 
proved positions which contemptuously nulify 
its anthority, and that too, in matters connect- 
ed with some of the highest moral and spirit- 
ual truths. - Almost all parties in religion 
praise the Bible. Jt is sometimes magnified 
with a reverence which might almost seem 
idolatrous, It is almost worshipped by some 
as the very religion: of Protestants. And yet 
can we say that this is an-age distinguished 
for that pious knowledge of the Scriptures, 
which forms an element of the popular mind, 
in distinetion from that mere critical learning, 
ior which it must be confessed the period is dis- 
tinguished ? It is brought forth even by pro- 
fessedly ‘religious men as the first argument, 
as the main argument, as conclusive authority 
in all questions respecting the Divine nature 
and the Divine government? Js expository 
preaching a favourite with the people? Do 
our clergymen in the pulpit love to draw di~ 
rectly and frequently from its rich stores of] 
ideas, begetting ideas, or is it rather a pre- 
vailing characteristic of preaching and preach- 
ers, that they prefer to spin their argumenta- 
tive and casuistical homilies respecting hum 
obligation and the divine government out of 
the soon exhausted stores of their own brains? 
How many discussions of what are called the 
great moral and social questions of the day 
are carried on by means of endless logoma- 
chies respecting right and wrong per se, with 
no more reference to the Bible, except in the 
occasional rhetorical introduction of a few per- 
verted texts, that is made to the Shaster, or 
the Koran of Mohammed '— Tay Lewis in Bi- 
blical Repos. 
Go 

Wishes. ; 
Wishes are parents of large families of idle, 

vain dreams; and air castles. Wishes usual 
ly respect a.good net within reach. But that 
wish brings up the contemplated good, and 
gives fancy wings, and the vain and trifling 
mind flies abroad on all sorts of excursions in 
all direction. He who loves to wish, generally 
loves, also, to give his imagination the reins. 
And the idle wish will start him off on a jour- 
ney of imaginings, and he is far gone, and 
sometimes long gone, from the sober and sub- 
stanfial realities of life. He comes back 

cursion, and greatly unfitted for the actual se- 
i J of life, It was the idle wish 

nothing by the journey but mental emptiness 
and some stripes of conscience, if it were 
apogh to discern and act in view of 

: “Wishes are sources of self deception. Hew 
Gospel should live by it. Their maintenance{many exclaim, and that countless times, * If! 

I were a Christian—] wish my heart 
yi were right—L wish I had my portion with the people of God—I wish I knew more of the| 

worthy of his hire ;. there are, also, other ex«|S¢ ptures,” &c. This wishing for good 

“ Dear little girl,” he exclaimed, “ oh how" 
I we her | the spirit is willing but the flesh is 
weak.” 
He then took the Bible and. read to her the 

passage,—* T'hy dead men shall live, together 
with my dead body shall they arise. Awake 
and sing ye that dwell in the dust, for thy dew 
is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast 
out the dead.” 
He then said, “my. daughter, enter thou. 

into thy resting place in peaca.” : 
She turned her eyes towards him and said; 

with touching simplicity, * yes, father.”— Lu- 
thers Life and Times. % 

The Evils of Idleness. 

[All degrees of indolence incline 2 man to. 
rely upon others, and not upon himself’; to eat 
their bread.and not his own.. His carelessness 
is somebody's loss ; bis promises are a perpet- 
ual stumbling block to all who trust them.— 
If he borrows, the article remains borrowed ; 
if he begs and get, itis a letting out of waters 
~-no one Knows when it will stop. He spoils 
your work ; disappoints your expectations : ex- 
hausts your patience; eats up your substance ;. 
abuses your confidence ; and hangs a dead 
weight upon.all your plans; the very best thing 
an. honest: man can do with a lazy man, is to 
get. rid of him. : 

Endolence is a great spendthrift. An inde- 
lently inclined young man can. neither make 
nor Kechpeoperty. I have. high aathority for 
this : “ He that is slothful in his work, is bro- 
ther to him that is a great waster.” : 
When Satan would put ordinary men to. a 

crop of mischief, like a wise busbandman, he. 
cleass the ground and prepares.it for seed ; but 
he finds the idle man already prepared, and 
be has scarcely the trouble of sowing; for 
vices, like weeds, ask little strewing, except, 
‘what the wind gives their ripe Ky winged 
seeds, shaking and scattering them all abread. 
Indeed lazy men may fitly be likened to a tro- 
pical prairie, over which the wind of tempta- 
tion perpetually blows, drifting every vagrant 
seed from the hedge and hill, and which— 
without a moment's rest through all the year 
~—uwaves its rank harvest of luxuriant weeds. 

First, the imagination will be haunted with 
unlawful visitants. Upon the outskirts of 
towns and scattered houses, abandoned by re- 
putable persons. They are not empty, be-. 
cause all the day silent; thieves, oy 
and villains haunt them, in joint WA ion 
with rats, bats, and vermin. Such are idle 
men’s imagination—full of unlawful company. 

Indolence as surely rans to dishonesty, as 
tolying. Indeed, they are but different parts 
of the same road, and not far apart. - In di- 
recting the conduct of the Ephesian converts, 
Paul says, “ Let him that stole, steal no more, 
but rather let him labor, working with his 
hands the thing which is good.” The men 
who were thieves, were those who had ceased 
to work. Industry was the road back to ho-, | 
nesty. When stores are broken open, the 
idle are first suspected. The desperate forge- 
ries and swindlings of the past year have 
taught men upon their occurrence, to ferret 
their authors among the unemployed, or among 
those vainly occupied in vicious pleasures, 
The terrible passion for g rarely 

grows. upon the young, except fhespel the 
desea Une 0k pleasures. usiness 
is first neglecte Kit psoas, Shc me 

n_becomes the only business. The. 
for vi 2 Rigasita guts the means. 

it. The theatre, the circus, the, 
Rand. ones. Ww 

penses incident to the continuance of a church, things, it is believed, is mot seldom Po. for] fers. : 

together with the relief of poor brethren and{at least, set towar 0 holy thing 2 ’ ; bse ere seems, therefore, to be some i i s|f 

fin it: 5 Good wish are mistaken for goodues 

are put in the place of ’ Aimy “ald 
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