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COMMON BLESSINGS.
Closer than the morning’s gemming,
Blessing-studded is our way,—
Mercy after métcy hemming

Air to'bred#he, and sun to lighten ;
Flowers of morn’s-and evening's hue,

‘Pructifying ‘as they brighten,—
Life-sustaining fruitage too;—

‘Beauty ever for our scanning—
Happy are the eyes that see !

Fragrance-freighted breezes, fanning
Brows that sométimes fevered be :—

Music with the daybreak, thrilling
Every 'sttonghold of delight ; '
Mountain pass and valley filling, ‘
Sweet and solemn tones of might ;—

.
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‘i'luman footprints ever near us; .

Hands'that speak, in'clasping ours ;"
Words that gently fall to cheet us; = -
Eyes thnt%eam, like spirit flowers ;—

Z

Earth to till, and hands to fabour,
Sweetest bread therewith to gain ;

Power to help a suffering neighbour ;
“ Shall a living man complain 7"—

Freedom’s birthri
Teachings eve
In the book that’
"Something, éver new, to learn,—

hit—thought unfetteréd ;.
where we wrn

“ Naturé’s Own,” ’tis joy to read it,
But there is ‘a better still =
Give us, Father, grace to heed it,
Blessed record of thy will.
' el e McNAiit.

Ii"ron the Watelmnan and’ Reflector.]
A GLANCE AT BULGARIA.

Lmbarking at ITbralia— The River-Steamer|

—The Fortress— Town of Silistria— Tur-
kish Pride—Customs and G’ontrastc-‘—}labki
wardness— Fertility of Bulgaria—Rutshu

Appearance of the Town—Junction of the
Land and Water Route from Oon;;'a;t‘rm‘;;

le— Widdin— Turkish Monopoly

?-’--Visa't at the House of a Turkish Moolah!
—Extent of " Bulgaria—The Balkan—-
—Shumlgh— Fortunes and Character of
the Bulgarians. )

At Tbraila, the chief commercial port of|

Wallachia, we left the séa steamer which we

of its having borne us bravely through a terri-

ble storm on the Black Sea, and went on board
com-

nanded by a portly and gentlemanly Bulg

captain. TK cabin is well arrar

pleasant trip. Itis’ adorn

had reason to remember %’riﬁdﬁnﬂi onaccount
the steamer Gialathea, of lighter drd?ﬂg, )
u
comfort of passengers, and gave promis
I : %“w’nﬁ ]

| guaraniteed by

Every winding, where we stray: “Jople, 'and now, the condition bein

|'has been restored 'to the Sultan. ' A splendid
‘|line of ramparts' gréets the eye along the bank

ever, is far from being splendid, built as it is

|charidize, their feet bent beneath them, smok-

o ruffled it.

“Tart,"

|ledge of a foreign language, particularly of a
| fact'from’ his neighbors. In almost every line

"|reverse of those practiced-by Christian people.

‘his‘Work ;2 Turk sits wlhile'using the tro
"Has reug,ga’;‘ N "‘A‘nﬁhﬁﬂéﬂﬂn%\m&nwmﬁa saw 1

'~ {self; ‘aTark pushes it from him. In riding

|still like their fathers, and

Ky

-|and to smoke without ceasing.

resistance to the Russian arms.. It was at last
surréndered to the Czar and held by him as a
pledge ‘for' the payment of a'sum of money
urkey in the treaty of Adrian-

f

g fulfilled, it}

of the river. The intetior of the town, how-~

of ‘small \wooden- houses with no regard. to
beauty or’comfort. “All the architectural skill
of "Silistria s lavishéd on ‘the fortifications.
The' Turkish shop-keepers have an air of ex-
treme indolence as they sit amidst their mer-

ing’their long pipes with a composure so set-
tled that it seems as if a'new thought had never

As'a people ‘they have no ﬂﬁ,“ in rpzm’_hg’i

They are foes to fiiprovement because
they ‘abhor innovation. A new idea is scout.
ed as a vile intruder. T'héy dte too%proud to
be indebted to a’ Frank for anything. If 3
chance one of them had obtained the know-

Frank fiation, 'he "would wish % conceal the
of life'they adopt modes of action exactly th

In building & 'house ‘they begin ‘at the top,
and dctually construct ‘the foupdation last of
alk. " "An American stone-mason stemds to do

i

him ; @' Turk draws it to him, the teeth beingﬁ
setinwards.  An American barber, in shaving
his customer, draws theé razor towards him-

on horseback, 'the Frank soldier uses long
stirrups, and sits erect; tbe Turk uses short
stirrups, ‘and 'sits with his kuees bent up to-
wards his chin.  This T'art:m race, who have
seated themselves in Christian Europe, are
“ diverse from all
other people.” '

Near the shore at Silistria, wesaw a Turk at-
tempting to guide a boat through the current,
His mismanagement was so ridiculous as to
be a source of amusement to our German pas-
sengers. “Does ittiot give you pain” said one
to me, ““to 'see human beings so clumsy 1”"—
We had scawelg Préd'ict‘ed that this poor
oarsman 'would have a cold bath before . he
reached home, when his boat capsized and
gave ‘the Franks around an opportunity to
show their good will by l'(ihdly assistin gim
In all that relates'to manual skill, the ﬁ'lﬁtks
are personifications of awkwardness, unless
their ‘'dexterous horsemanship be considered
an' exception. ‘With all their points of differ-
ence, however, we ‘could not but notice that in
one r t they were like our German and
Hungarian companions ; that is, in their taste
for smoking. ''In this, they canno_?\(ie(su;ph,ss-
&d ; they love to smoke, to smoke long pipes,

dows and ‘mirrors, is' destitute of berths
furnished with broad cushioned seats on whi :

the sle;ping is done in oriental style. The
boat is flat-bottomed, draws but three and a

half feet of water, is by an engine of| ador W est and fruit trees., Th
80 horse power, and stenis &qmtent at the|rive - its ‘,'p't_lo,,l,nkes,,,d,ividgp)mw
rate of six miles an hour.. ‘T'he importance of| capri - and_forms, numerous sl
these partcalars those caly Gan. sppresiae| Fruit is sbundant nd hesp; grapes 1 cho
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ing; and we learned with pleasure that schools
for:boys ‘had appeared among the Turks of
this»place, indicating a tendency to progrsss|

trian. A long bazaar exhibits signs of a live-
ly trade. Indigo, corn, and cloth are sent in
large quantities to Vienna, and the Turks
here, have a more lively manner and a higher
degree of civiltiy than is usually attributed to
them.

-Rutshuk is the terminating point of the
overland route from Constantinople to the Da-
nube. Having entértained the project, for a
time, of passing over this route cn horseback,
we sought information from all sources :re-

Bulgaria. = We did not repent of dur conclus
sion, however, to take a steam voyage on the
Black Sea, in pursuing which, we first touchs
ed Bulgaria at Varna on its eastern border
and now found ourselves on itsmorthern shores.
We did not, indeed, hail Rutshuk with that
Joyous emotion which the weary land-traveller
experienices when its tall white chimmics first
greet his eyes, whem the waters of the i)ahube
ﬁem sparkle before himin the sunl:caws, and
assure him that he may exchange his hard
saddie for the couch of the steamer; buat we
leftit with agreeable impressions of its charue-
r-as a Turkish town, with"vivid remem-
afices of'that fortress before which the hordes
of Russia long recoiled and of that soil where
many thousands of these nerthern barbarians
found a grave.

After the interval of another day we enjoy-
ed the opportunity to explore the fortress
town of Widdin, one of the most important
places of Bulgaria.  Although it has an aspect
of greater neatness. than we had expected to
see, the shops and marts of trade wear an air
of languor. and stagnatien. .There is good
reason for this in the fact that.the Pacha mo-
nopolizes  all the business, and fills his own
coffers. without the fear of rivalry. He is said
to be worth half a millien of dollars,/is as
great a trader .mow as ever, and. was waiting
for our boat in order to send a large quantity
of sheep-skins to Vienna. Thus, the Turkish
overnment cuts, the sinews of commerce,
he Pacha buys his place of the Sultan at a
high price, then demands the half of all the
produce as a tribute, and for what else he
When any thing is
umported by a foreigner there is a tax demand-
ed on entering the port, and an inland tax al-
so by every different Governor through whose
dominions the article may pass—atax for in-
gress and egress. Thus a selfish tyranny
crushes enterprise and keeps the people poor.

The Moelah, or Judge of the Civil Coutt of
Widdin, had been our fellow-passenger from
Constantinople. He -was affable ‘and polife,
and invited two ladies of our company, (wives
of missionarieés from India,) to visit his wife.
They accepted his invitation, and on their re-
turn told us they had been kindly received.—
The exterior of the house was poor, but it was
splendidly ' furnished within. - The lady was
richly dressed, having a diamond ring on each
finger, and her manners were agreeable. - But
then, her mind was uncultivated, her thoughts
were childish, and all her inquiries related to
merest: trifles. Not a question did she

0 hobit
Armenians and Jews, ' Here
the Turkish

ask respecting the home and country of her
visitors, ‘mct one that™ evinced a laudable
i0sity; -or a desire for useful knowledge,
or ‘her inquisiitiveness to such points

of their children, how many they had lost

ow/many were living, and things of this na-
ture.! Ttiwas truly deplorable to see'a woman!

specting the road, the country and people of

as the health and age ‘ol'thehdieu,the‘nummwﬁ'i%ﬁ at
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taste for personal cleanliness and idle loung-'mind so dwarfish and meanly furnished. Ne-

vertheless, such is the effect which the religion
of Mahomet produces on the position ‘of wo-
men umversally, treating her as a soulless

and 1mprovement. Some of the houses have%creatur‘e, the toy and slave of man, and at the
glass windows ; but as few dwellings face the{samc time deprives him of that refining,
street, the town is not very inviting to a pedes-| influence which she was designed to exert on

genial
(his character. The elevation of women is the
trophy of Christianity.

Not very far above Widdin the river Temok,
(the ancient Timacus,) a small stream, emp-
ties into the Danube, and forms the boundary
between Bulgaria and Servia, = The former
extends from this line to the Black Sea, and
from the Danube to the Balkan Mountains,
which separate it from Roumelia, the ancient
Thrace. This lofty range is. 500  miles in
length, and 1s one great reliance of ‘Turkey

ainst the danger of a Russian invasion.—

he "Turks, so comparatively weak in the open
battle-field have done wonders  in defending
forts and mountain passes. At Shumlah, a
beautiful town of 60,000 inhabitants, lying at
the foot of the Balkan, they have always suc-
ceeded in arresting the progress of a Russian
army. 'This success is the pride and boast of
Shumlah, a place which is the gentral point of
communication, between Constantinople and
all parts of the Danube, It ogcupies a splen-
did position, whence landscapes of rare beauty
expand themselves, to the view, and displays
within itself an unusual scene of life and acti-
vity. The wmosques, the domes and glittering
minarets which abound in the upper, or Turk-
ish portion of the city, the. constant arrival of
traveUers‘fro_m all quarters, the: variety of cos-
tumes whieh enliven. the streets, the. gardened
slopes decorated by the hand of Art, all com-
bine to form a picture which the visitor can
never forget, . _ ¢ deid

The Bulgarians came originally from the
banks of the Wolga, nearly twelve centuries
ago. . They sustained themselves . against the
Greekempir_e, defeated Constantine 3d, and
Justinian 2d, were established. as a Province
by Basilius, and brought under the Turks by
the renowped Bajazet. They. were taught
Christiapity. by the Greek church, | received
Greek bishops, and now have ‘worship per-
formed in the Greek language, They have
few schools, are quite illiterate, but are dis-
tinguished by the virtues that honour a rural
population,  While the Turkish peasantry are
barbarous, cruel, inhespitable, sensual and
sullen, the Bulgarians, are kind, generous,
polite, cheerful, and exhibit those very - traits
of character which dignify the Swiss mouns
taineers, and endear the name of Switzerland
to the hearts of mapkind. . As the spirit of
Western institutions is proceeding fast to re-
novate the, Eastern world, it will find in the
Bulgarians apt materials for its plastic/hand to
mould anew, and to prepare for a distinguished:
place in that great fabric of Christian civili--
zation which it is destined to rear.

Stave Trade in Brasil.

The slave trade, from all accounts, is car-
ied on almost as extensively as_e\iqr,! between
razil and Africa, The dealers in Brazil
first send a vessel with goods, which the tra-
ders in Africa use in buyin sj’g’gea, or * black
diamonds,” as they are called. . Small craft
are used, and a vessel of fifty tons often car-
Ties as many as 450 slaves, at from $60 to $80
each. A Baltimore clipper is said to have
made eleven voyages to Bahia wh;l'g.tbm

are a dozen vessels engaged
in four years, wd!gw. "
waffic is illegal, but the Brazilbian Gov
this 8buse of the law . 7T}
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British manufacture, and compased
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occupying so high a station in life, with a

ter. Formerly, by treaty with Great Britain,



