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THE MINISTRY. 

Be lleseian and def ects in Lhe present modes of 

educating them.—PART 11. ’ 

The work of the minister is pre- eminently 

a épititaal ‘work. The chief sources of his 

power dre a deep sense of i his responsibilities, 

the grarideur of his mission; the worth of souls; 

the ‘evil of sin, the danger’ of the sinner, the 

holiness 6f God, the spirituality and unchange- 

ablefiéss ‘of the law, the sufficiency of the gos- 

pelithe character and work of Christ, and the 

necessity of the Holy Spirit's influence to give 

siecess to his preaching, 1s soul needs to 

be imbued with the conviction at once of his 

own insufficiency, and of his entire depend- 
ence upon Divine aid for success. His aspi- 

ratioh§, "desires; und sympathies chould cor. 

respond with the character of his work. 

He should fee! for sinners as they ought to 

feel for’ themselves: and, * knowing the ter 

rors of thie Lord” should persuade men. He 

will this tranfuse his views and feelings into), 

the'minds of his hearers. Very much of the 

sueess of a minister's labour: depends upon, 

the spirit and feelings under which that labour 

is performed. if; by communion with God, 

his mind becomes inspired with a solemn ear- 

nestness to benefit souls, he will not preach iu 

vain; but it be be anxious to display his tas 
lent, shaw, his learning, and secure admiration 

for his fine thoughts. and finished composition, 

he may have lus. reward; but that will not 
consist, of regenerated and saved souls, Such 
a minister may draw large congregations, may 
gratify the taste of the intellectual and the 
gay ; but seldom will he be instrumental in 
converting sinuers. At the same time another 

who bas less refinement, Jess intellect, less fi- 
nish, less of the scholar, having the spirit of 
his wark, his soul baptized with | holy and ar- 
dent emations, may and will, notwithstanding 
these imperfections, be the means of saving 
souls from death, It 1s not the exhibition of 
learning | in: a sermon, but the spirit of Christ 

that is cffoctual to save. A finished discourse 
without spirituality of wind and earnestness of 
mannes is but an inaccurate picture.— 
The secret of a minister's power lies in the 
spirituality of kis mind,—not jn the extant or 
strength of his intellect, the most giant intel 
lect is utter weakness here without the Spirit, 

their Folk ih their anxiety for ‘the iver “and 
this is to be attributed, in a gredt measure, 
the character of their education. ey’ beg 

to exhort and’teach, when first thinking | 0 Eo 
ministry, in the spirit and with much feeling ; 

leducation shows them their literary defects, 
and makes them so anxious to correct these, 
that they feat’ to give way 10 their feelings 
and become earrest lest they should be. guilty 

‘iof some ‘rhetorical ‘error. The ‘question is, 
how i8 this to be remedied? "Tt is worthy of 
the most séfious enquiry, whether this evil can 
be prevented, but’ by so modifying the course 
of their education a3 to tillow them to be fre- 
quently engaged in the work of preaching, by 
convinciig them that the object of their edu- 
cation 1$ mot to shine as great scholats, but 
to stand forth as ablé ministers, by urging 
them to make everything subservient to the 
work ‘of the ministry, and never to sacrifice the 
spirit and power of the gospel to a meré form 
of words, by impressing their winds with the 
solemn ‘obhgation they are under, in every 
sermon to preach to save, rather than to please. 
Thess" instructions must constantly be com- 
municated, and these impressions made by 
those who have charge of their cducation.— 
I'his is of vital iinportance to the student ; a 
wrotz impression an this point will be fatal to 
his Yisefulness. tis of great importance that 
the minister have large and correct vigws of 
things, that hie be something more than a mere 
exhorter, that he Be an instructor, able to 
teach, to feed his people with knowledge and 
understanding. flarnestness of manner or 
depth of feeling will mot’ long supply the lack 
of a souud’ mind. Bat while this ‘is true, 
still, 1t is undonibble thar spirituality of mind 
and earnestness of mammer wre indispensahle, 
that without them the most elaborate dis- 
courses will wenerally be powerless.  Herlce, 
the necessity of ever keeping before the: mind 
of the student its importance, and making 
those exercises, that are calculated to i 
ity 2 o— his education. 

‘I'he work of a minister is a practical work 
and his edacation should’ tend to make him a 
practical man. “I'he end of all this is to'changé 
the heart and reform the life that men may be 
saved. 'T'vaccomplish this, he must be inti- 
wately acquainted with men, their habits, 
modes of thought, compass of intellect, strength 
of prejudice, & co; Toacquire this knowledge, 

of God. * It is not by might nor power but 
by my Spirit, saith the Lord.” In the educa- 
tion of ministers, is this fact sufficiently kept 
in view? Is it made proguncntin all the sty- 
dent's exercises? Are the teachers of our 
young. mea more anxious, to discover this eles 
ment in all their performauges of their pupils 
than the inere exhibitions of schelarship ? 1.44 
is nataral that instructors should aim to make 
their pupils critical, elegant, prefound ; in 2 
word, learned men, TT “heir credit as well as 
the credit of the College ar Seminary to which, 
they belong, is involyed in this; and it is na- 
tural that students should be influgnoed hy the 
same desire, should participate in, the same 
feeling, should be moze solicitous to have their 
compositions conform io ibe, rules of; the 
schools than that they should manifest the 
spirit of Him who wept over Jerusalem, or of 
him who had continual sorrow of heart. for, the, 
sake of his brethren according to the flesh, — 
Do we nctooften see our young ministers sa- 
crifice the simplicity and puige fey of the gos- 
pek truth; to classical tasie, and rhetorical | re- 
finement? | Axe scriptures doctrines and Di- 
vine appeals made to give piace to learned 
criticisms or preity moralessays ? When this 
is the case the generality of hearers are not 
interested. Simple minded Christians are 
dissatisfied, nearly all are disappointed, and 
the conviction 18. begotten, and, strengthened 
that ‘whatever good education, may, do for men 
of «other professions, it has, only, anjured 4 
preacher,: In genera) , when; mea; go to the 
house of God they wish to. be taught tha will 
of Ged; they wish to feel, the force of; Sith 
T'o succeed in this the preacher; ‘must, addr 
them in language which they can understand, 
iHosteate that truth by ‘allusions wishin their 
comprehension, and address them as;a me 

eT tens aren tad Tesh & cic pt oo pps sb 
0 that will convince, + ) 

FEET treating So rip that! ber s and instead of being i ideal te pe 

that they mustbednfluenced by them. In. the 
és seciatimot SRR wath, if, he. should 
sometimes in’ his earnestness for. his heaters’ 
salvation; vielate a rule of grammar, distort ® 
figure or make yh wo suey whatiwould 
be thé importatice. co ‘with; the seri 184 
fice ® 1% ov inal ie w © nave ame 
ithelgreat: defect of . preadhers;. who have) 

just graddated, is; that st or ache 

he must freely associate with them, study them 
and. learn of them that he may adapt himself 
and his instructions to their peculiarties. He 
must, if he would be usetul, learn to distins 
gush between what in their habs is sinful, 
and what is werely circuinstantial; so that he 
may, as far as he: can, conform to the non~ 
esyeutial for the purpose of wore effectually 
reforsung the.sintal, But itis well known 
that very little of sach knowledge can be ac- 
quired at. the, schools. 
leave their studies and enter the pastoral; relas 
tion destasute of this essential branch of infor. 

mation ; in sugh stances they appear to the 
people stiff and pedantic. 'I'bereiis ia theif 
preaching and, conversation, bug little ‘with « 
which | the pegple can sympathize, and’ thaw 
they can undesstand but ligtle that reaches. the; 
heart aud of whickEhey can, see the “practical; 

seeming or along ar a direct practical effect.| ; 
‘They have learned from begks; in their style 
they conform to the books; the generality. 
their hearers ure not familias 40 such trains! gf{the 
thought; and the | preacher has, mot ac 
the art of giving such turns to his, as to cons; 
nect them wish theirs, and show them what 
would have, them believe and do, nor will he hse 
able to do thisuntii he has learned how. 
ny young wen for want of this knowledge Mm 
been unsuccessful, have, been compelled 

remove drow place {0 place, have become. 
couraged and foil that they hud; better give up 
the sounisiry... La their management of chure 

been, af, possible, more unsuecesstul than iy 
mipreanhing, have involved: themselyes. and th 
©53{ churches in inextricable difficulties, have di 
fara J pd mortified. themselves an 

ell. dn, despair, or what is worse, hay 

e, have become mere cyphers; while thei 
were the commanding figure-and t 

used only to give 
needs to be remedied, io Kher two @ 
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‘Young men often 

bearing; aud this arises from. ministers noty disguise. 

affairs, for waut of. practigai skill,’ they have 

Sho ir Aaa (nd : think 

‘while ‘the ' fault is ‘not ‘with the 
knowledge ‘they hive obtaitied; bit it is for want 

n|of ‘moré—that'is for want of kiowing how ‘to 
give their present ‘attainments a practical di- 

than ‘good, 

rection. But how is’ this to' be remedied? 
Teachers must constantly show students ‘the 
relation between “their studies; ‘and the work 
they have to perforth * they’ must ¥hstru ct them 
how to tarn all their knowledge te 'a practical |. 
account—and to this’ énd the tedehers must 
be practical ten, of ‘students must be ‘allowed 
more time to preach and ingle’ with the peo- 
ple that'they may learn of them. I" have 
thought that it ‘would be of intmisnse service 

be so modified especially the theological, that 
provision should be made to’ place every stu- 
dent four months: in the year with some able 
pastor in addition to his studies’ in the semi- 
nary. Here he’ might préach part of the time 
and avail himself of the suggestions and’ eriti- 
cisms of his semior, both as'to’ the ‘matter and 
mauner of his disoottées. Here he might see 
the practical workings of a pastor's life, learn 
much of the government and diséipline of the 
church by attending church ineetings and by 
conversation with the ‘pastor. Here he might 
become better a¢qiainted with ‘mén and the 
best modes of intércourse with them by ac- 
companying the pastor in’ his visits ‘among his 
people. "It would be well if some of our “able 
churches would make provision that would en- 
able their pastors’ ‘te take each a young man 
into his family for three or fout ‘months in the 
year, and by employing him during that time, 
in preaching sometimes for him while he in- 
structel the student, the advantage might be 
mutual; at any rate it- would. be of inestima- 
ble beneiit to the student. - If neither of the 
above methods of making students more prac- 
tical are available, then there seems but one 
more, that is to take two or three years afler 
he graduates before he scttles over a chyralt 
to become a common sense man. 

[From the Puritan Recorder.) 

Dr. Beflamy or Creeds, 
Messrs. Editors :— Among the many valu- 

able manuscripts left by the celebrated Dr. 
Bellamy is the following article on erceds. Tt 
was written to a friend, whose name does not 
appear, in reply to liis inquiry, as given in the 
beginning of the letter. Tt is truth in a nut- 
shell, and not without interest and value in 
these days, when not unfrequently the impor- 
tance of anything like creeds is denied and 
ridiculed. 

Rev, Sik,—You ask me, * « of. what use a are 
creeds, confessions, = aud catechisms among 
the Discipies of Chis who op no man *‘ mass 
ter” on earth, and acknowle 9g #9 infallible 
standard of truth but the. hn ©” 1 answer, 

1., You will readily own, that, the, Disciples, 
of Christ. ought to love one another as brethren 
and be cordially upited in promoting the. reli 
gion of their master, in their several stations.| 
And to this end, 
2... You will readily own, that like honest, 

ew and, brethren, they ought to be quite zea; 
dy. to let their religious ha, euts, be, knowxn 
to one. pusher, and, nbd e world, who without, to 

3. And you, will, re, ily own, if tere, ase 
false , brethren Ash gi the, church, who, 

if the course of ministerial” edutation should 

science. Therefore we ought to ———. 
otir' guard ; examine those who have given jast 
cause’ of ‘suspicion watch over their conver- 
sation diily ; and take all possible care te pre- 
vent their lf ‘designs, instead of giving them 
‘that full latitade they ‘desire, by oar discard- 
ing ereeds, and growing indifferent about the 
great principled of Christianity. 

Objection ~~But what if they refuse to let 
us know what their religious sentiments are? 
Answeri—We ought to refuse to hold eom- 

mufrion’ with thenr; for no one has a right to 
Christian. communion but on a pablic profes- 
sion of Christianity.” ) 

Objection. —But'thiey do profess Christinni- 
ty ; for they profess to believe the Scriptures 
to be-the Word: of Ged. 
Answer They do not profess Christianity 

in the sense’ of ‘the Seriptures, unless they pro- 
fess to believe the real principles of Christian- 
ity. ‘Some in the apostolic age said they were 
Jews, who were of the Synagogue of Satan. 
(Rev. 2.9.) "In Christ's’ account they lied. 
(8. 9.) Some among the Galatians, whopro- 
fessed to believe the Scripturesto be ‘the Word 
‘of God, had as Paul says, gone off to another 
gospel, aud deserved exeommunication—to 
be éut off (Gal. 1. 6. & 5.12.) * Their pro- 
fessing to''believe the ‘Scriptures to be the 
Word of God, and at the same time refusing 
to let us know how they understand the Scrip- 
tures, gives usino' rational evidence that they 
seally believe the true principles of Christian» 
ity. Yea, their. refusing to, let us know their 
religious sentiments, gives us just grounds to 
fear they are not sound. It is ‘certain they do 
not act an open part, as becomes the followers 
of Christ, but act like heretics condemned by 
themselves: And while they act in this man- 
her; they. ought not to be aliowed communion, 
fr inet making a groper ery of Christ- 
ianity. i 
Qbjection. -, this is persecution | 
Answer. What! is it persecution mot to 

:|eonsider and treat them as sonnd in the faith, 
"| when they refuse 1b Jet us know ‘what thew 

faith is 2 
Objection. They say ‘they are Ghcistians, 

and believe the Bible. += 
Answer. « But they refuse to let us know 
what they mean by Christianity, or what truths 
they believe to be: contaimelly wr that book. call- 
ed the Buble, 

Objection. + sioilarding to lnripture; no far- 
thee profession is needful ito an admission to 
church communion, than that we believe Jesus 
[Sneids torbe the Messiah; + 

/ Answir. No fasther reply is neeeful, than 
to cite the words of the apostle, “An heretic, 
after the first and second admonition, reject ;” 
for all hereties profess to believe Jesus to be 
the Messiah; and herein they differ from gross 
(mfidels; and yet: they ought to be excommu- 
‘nicated: . This seems: to nie ithe sum of ithe 
niatter. © ogres Sue, fn pp 
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 Obediete the’ Gréat ist if Pity. 

ye Bible assigus, peculiar wappRRe Ee 
the test of religious, character, which is fur- 
wished iu obedience, 0S knows the blind- 
ness of the human, | ad, the, strange ex 
posure of men. .t0. tion. ; He has 
therefore provided ha) reality, of those 
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