- The @W Visitor.

333

A Missionary's Address.

At the meeting held in. the First. Baptxst
church, Roc#ester, on the occasion of the de-
parture ot Miss Elizabeth T anht appoint-
ed g missionary to Burmah, ‘the following iad,
dress, written by that lady : ‘and giving the oc-
casion of her engagement to missionary ser-
vice; was read by her pastor, the R J. A,
Smith :—

BerLovep Frrenos --Threc years have
just fled since the providence of God brought
me to this favored city, and gave me a name
and a place in this church.. But rapidly as
these years have passed away; they have been/|
productive of great godd to me, and will, 1
hope, result in greater good to others. In
taking my final departure from my home and
native land, it becomes my duty to relate, thus
publicly; some of the causes that have led to
the decision I have made, of spending the re-
mainder of my life in dispensing the blessings
I have here received to those who sit in dark-
ness and the shadow of death.

My heart was first tonched with the Tove of
God, at the early age of six years, but I did
not enjoy an-evidence of my conversion and
adoption into  his family, until several years
after. Strapge as it may seem, a conviction
of the duty I am new -about to perform pre-
sented itself to my mind before I indulged a
hope in the pardoning mercy of God through
Christ. ., Among the earliest inciderits in . my
recollection is that of hearing my mother read
Mrs. Wade’s story of - the: Burman Slave Girl.

The impression then made has never faded
from ,my mind ; 'it/ gave birth to my love for
the heathen and my desire to labour for thetr
salvation. - At the age of ten; when delighting
in the voice of‘prayer and praise from Chris
tian lips; my hieart swelling with love fordy-|
ing sinners, /[ felt,that at some future.time I
must: become a  missionary. So remote a
view of the sacrifices required liy such.a duty,
divested it of-all unpleasant features. . But as
time rolled on and I saw! the period appreach-
ing, when I must yield to duty, my heartre+
belled. , As a consequenice my love for perish~
ing sinners decreased, and I was soon somuch|
absorbed:in the vanities of -this life, that T al-|
most lost my ewn identity as a child.of grace.
Circumstanees would often recall former con-
victions, and L was oceasionally induced to
iaquire how I might perform the duty with the
least sacrifice.. -1 saw the wide-spread: valley.
of .the ‘West with-its increasing: population
destitate  of literary . and- religious teathers,
open to the: encroachment of Satdn's emissa-
ries, and. yielding to the baneful. influence of |;
Cathohmsm 1 saw the freedom of our politi-
cal and, religions institutions jeopardized by |
their  increasing: power; ‘and felt -that.daty
called for humediate and:strenuous efforts-on
the part of all, tosavé. our beloved . oennti’y
from the threat®ned. taine: My love of coun-,
try and home prescnted many inducementsiin |}
favour;of a mission, as teabher mthe valley of
the Mississippi; and [ had (decided’ toige as
soon as the requisite measure of thealth: was
obtainéd; when the chastening powlr of God’s|
Spirit -dispelled. the delusion,: and. presented|
before me the solemn. vowscof 'my. consecra-
tion, unfulfilled, but still obligatory. I found}
that patriotism, and not -aJove for perishing
souls, was sthe ruling motive in‘the decision.
I felt lta unholiness, and blessed God that he|

-} has been to- present myself a living sacnﬁco

to.theicause of Christ on heathen shores. The
happiest week in my life has been that which
witnesses my departure for the scenes of my
future labors.

Beloved friends, think not that this state of!
mind hs beer produt:ed wit’hout ain ; the
deépest trental’ angumﬁ‘tha't‘ could be endur-

" ed'without the wreck of reason, I have endur-
fed. Dénothink meinsensible to the charms

of social 'life, because I'ath willing to leave
the pleasures of enlightenéd sdorety for a
home among barbarians. ‘Do not believe me
void of natural affection, because I cheerfully
bid adieu to kindred- and friends—my home
and nitive land—to go hence perhaps forever.
No; none can possess a stronger attachment
to frlends ‘and home' than' I. ' But the love of
Him 'who left Heaven 'and died for me, has
triumphed over all, and enabled me to ]ay up-
on His altar all my aspirations for worldly ho-
nors, my ' love of social pleasures, my attach-
ment to home and mnative land, and all the in-
describable, deep and holy endearments of has
turdl ties.” The sacrifice, I trust, has been
acoepted and within the soul’s most sacted
casket it is treasured, awaiting the signal of
its keeper for a re-enjoyment of the imperish-
able part in that world ** where ‘spitits blend
and friénd holds fellowship with friend.”—
‘That hope cheers me on’; and by it I'shall be
'solaced ‘'while I toil on in ‘the gladsome em-~
ployment ‘of teaching the poor Karens to lisp
their Maket’s praise, and sing their Saviout’s
love.

Christian friends, I need not ask to be re-
membered by you before the throne of grace.
T know too well your love for thie cause to
which my life 1s devoted, to believe you will
ever cease to pray fot that. . And, while I'dm
'permitted to live ahg 1abor there, i think you
will not forget that this‘feeble instrument can
be made efficient only by the nower of the
Holy Spitit given in answer to prayer. 1know
you will pray for those for whom I labor ; and
while T live, not for myself, their prosperity
will be my happmess The repeated acts of
kindtiess ‘T Have received, and the many pre-
¢iogs mementoes’ I bear away, render assur-
lance doubly sure that I hold some place in
yohr affections.

My sense of grautuﬂe I can but feebl y, ex-.
p;esq, and espemally, that while you have
sought to increase my, ‘happiness by supplying
every comfort, you bave sought also to aug-
ment my usefulness furnishing me with an
mest,‘mablg treas ury b knowledge, from which
T ‘may énse blessings to others. “The
blessm S o'? thosé that are ready to perish will
fall on . % my . fellow teacixers in the. Sabbath
school ; on my dear sisters.in Christ; on.the
Ladles Mite  Society ; ‘and not less on: the
children of ‘my own class; from whose ““ Sav-

&Bank” T have recelved suchlarge drafts,

e dear to ‘me than all earth’s’ treasures.
"Preciods children ! ‘they ‘have consecrated
their fist, worldly . possessions, ta. the canse of
Missions ; that they may .give themselves, also,
1to-the mmglamua work, has been my most
{fervent p 'l\Mhé'pm of these dear
¢hilfiren'T Would say, that for the three years
in Wlﬁal I %}‘é‘bel{( the endearin
{teagher in, this; Sabba “Bae. con-
mﬁ&,ptwdw that, t{ha-e Jntth mes lmght be
{eonverted: and. become . missionaries among

m mitted me to.take my own:chosen’
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‘.‘th)hfdg ‘a powetful one against a fo-
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il lawelecome. | All the middle classes ot 'Cork,

THE QUEBN.

Short as the interval which must elapse be-
fore these pages must be in press, we eannot
suffer them to go forth to our readers umm-
pressed with the record of the profound and
heart-thrilling emotions which her ‘Majesty’s
miost gracious’ visit has called forth. Our
Queen has been among us.  Like a bright
and lovely vision has been her brief sojourn ;
but ever upon the hearts and memories of
thousands and tens of - thousands of her Irish
subjects ‘are the impressions of ‘that visit en-
graved—deep, cherished, ineffaceable. = Ar-
dent as was the emhuﬂasm with which we
rushed to meet our Sovereign on our shores,
it burned brighter and more intense every mo-
ment of her stay; daily and hourly she won
upon our hearts up to the very moment of her
leparture ; and when the Royal yacht that
bore her from our coast had faded in the dis-
tance, and our straining eyes cculd no longer
recognize.our Queen as she waved us her
adieus, when at last despaired that our ‘“ one
.cheer more”’ could strike upon her ear, and
we turned homeward, there was not one among
the countless multitude that witnessed that
overpoweting scene, not one who was exposed
to the electric shock of foyalty wliich thrilled
through the mighty throng, who did not fee!
that blank of heart which is occasioned by
parting with one. we love, and who was not
moved in his inmost soul to say—** God bless
her ”n

'We glory in our Queen, and we are proud
of our countrymen for the reception which
they gave her. There is not:aman of the
thousands who rushed forward to tender his
homage, and give assurance of his loyalty, who
does not feel his breast glow with a conscious
satisfaction that in no part of her dominions
'has her Majesty met with such a reception,
and that it can never be surpassed. = Of strong
|passions, of ardent imagination, and witl a
deference to rank and sex -unequalied. at tins
age inany country. Irishmen found in devo-
tion to their Queen the true object for one of
their strongest and most generous emotions of
their nature. It was not for any expected ga-
ities of the metropolis that our gentry, regard-
less of all inconvenience ‘crowded up in thou-
sands to our ‘city.  T'o suppose this was simply
absurd. A levee and drawing-room, the public
entrance and departure of our boverewn with
a review in the Park, comprised all the pro-
ceedings of the week at which the vast majo-
rity could participate ; still less was it occa-
sioned by expectation of advantage to result
from the Royal visit. It was simply the ge-
perous impiilse of disinterested feeling ; it was
the spontaneous and uncontrollable outbarst
of loyalty.

It delights us to dwell upon the mamfesta-
tion of love'and duty ‘which our country has
just presented. To our brethren in the sister
kingdoms, who know us not, who form their
estimate of Irish feeling from our public press
debased,as it is for the most part by subser-
vience to the narrew interests of party politics
and sectarian ardimositiés, it must have been
astounding, The mobles and gentry of “Ire-
land, of e er ' shade of politics, without ‘any
d';gupongm [\ religious faith, Orowded to the
court. of oun Queen. . Qurcounties, our great
cities—Belfast, Limerick, Cork; Clonmel,
Waterford, Carlow, and others—sent deputa-
tions to présént addresses. "The radical cor-
poration.of Dublin, the ever-loyal and Protes-
tant Uniyersity, the Wesleyan, Methodists, the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church,
and those 'unequalled benefactors  of their

country, the Society of Friends; all concurred|
in doit ‘hdmagé to their Sovereign. Thou-
sands of the midd'e ‘cldsses, the farmers ébd

shopkeepers of the country, whose circum-
admitted of it; hastened to, the metro-
polis to leok upon. their Queen, ;and give her
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man' Cathohic Prelates of Ireland withheld

their signatures from the address, cautious
and lukewari as'it was, whieh was presented
by their fellows, and that that address guard-
edly declared thit those who signed it, four-
teen in unmber, did not profeaa to qpeak the
sentiments of others. . Twelve Roman Catho-
lic Prelates were found.in Ireland who de-
clined to acknowledge the supremacy of the
Queen.

Our own opinions as to Roman Catholic
loyalty are well known. Weare entirely con-
vinced that the Roman Catholic priesthood
do not now, and we greatly fear that they ne-
ver willy bear true allegiance to the Protestant
monarch of 4 Protestant state ; and we believe
that their influence, so long as it lasts, will be
exerted to the uttermost to curb and to divert the
loyalty of the people. And we are equally
convinced that the loyalty of the Roman Ca-
tholic laity who bave shaken off, or are re-
moved by their station from the political tram-
mels of the priesthood, is steadfast and sin-
cere. ' Every step that is takeén towards the
improvément of the people, everythmg that
tends to restore the landed gentry to Ireland,
or where that is unbappily nnposuble, to in-
troduce a new and vigorous proprietary, to
sccure toIreland a race of' landlords whey by
discharging’ the duties, will command the in-
fluence of their station, iill rapidly diminish
the political influence of the priesthood, unti!
it entirely disappears, and the Joyalty of even
the lower classes of the Irish laity presents no
biemish.

Irishmen have then found that there is, at
least, one sentiment which they hold in unison
—one chotd to which every heart is attuned.
Will we not, then, reflect whether the jarring
discord which has so long prevailed may not
have been owing to our own perversity.l—whe-
ther the exasperating strife of party conflict
was éver worth the angry passions which:it
called forth, or the grievous lossess which our
distinion had occasioned? Wil wé who have
stood side by side, animated by the same sen-
timent, acknowledging the same feeling, as we
cheered her Majesty during her stay, could we
turn round and resume our paltry squabbling
as soon as she is eut of sight? ~We have
proudly acknowledged a common Sovereign—
must we not feel, too that we have a common
country? We have _;omed heart and soul in
doing honour to our Queen—will we not, then
struggle to the uttermost in serving our native
land? It needs energy, industry, self-reli-
ance; these qualities wé have, have them- in
abundance but in Ireland only are they ob-
scured and undeVelOped and why?. Because
we need one thing more, and that is—union.
The strifes which have divided us, irritating
always in proportion. to’ their unimportance,
have obscured these qualities—have taught as
to look ‘to the support of a particular adminis-
tration, or the success of a_particular party,
for those advantages which can-, come only
from ourselv es, from the resolute &xertlon of
our,own energies, from the inspiring forece of
confidence and co-operation..Nothing that
Government can do for us can compare with
these. ' Many a man’ cdn’ date, the abandon-
ment 6f an evil habit to a ste dfast ‘resolttion
madeé on some marked epoch, of his life. = Why
should a nation differ from an individual >~
why should a country also resolve to turn
over a new leaf 1=+'I"he impressions ereated by
her Majesty’s Visit will long be engravenon
ourhiearts! - But strely the’ "eventt ws ofie that
meérits ‘a public commemoration® and _what
more worthy of the occasion, what more wor-
thy of ourselves could we, construct,than. that
of—concord. Let us, then, at léast; andulge
the hope! that our country will henceforth wear
the aspect which its capital has jasi presented,
and that it may continue ‘‘ like a city that is
at unity with itself.”—Dublin Unwemty MHq-
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Dr. Morton, of Philadelphia, has puhlphed
in the Journal of the Natural Sciences a'soi-
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