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" WITON ON WIS LOSS OF SIGHT,  _|right of the chief clerk the remaining: one|office coming suddenly into contact with that . ROBERT SOUTHEY,

(¥rom the Oxford Edition of Milton’s Works.)

Y am old and blind ! :

Men point at me as smitten by God’s frown ;
Afflicted and deserted of my kind,
"Yet I am not cast down.

-~ . -

I am weak, yet strong ;
I murmur not, that I no longer see ;3
Poor, old, and helpless,.1 the more belong,
Father Supreme ! to Thee.
O merciful One !
When men are. farthest then Thou art most
‘When friends pass by, my weaknesses to shun,
Thy chariot I hear.

Thy glorious face
Is leaning toward me, and its holy light
Shines in upon my lonely dwelling-place—
And there is no more night.

On my bended knee,

[ recognize Thy purpese, clearly shown:

Aly vision Thou hast dimwed that I may see
Thyself, Thyself ajone.

I have nought to fear ;
This darkness is the shadow of thy wing ;
Beneathiit I am almost sacred—here
. Can come no evil thing.
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" Oh!1°T seem to stand [been,]

Trembling, where fodt of mortal ne’er hath

Wrapped in the radiance from thy sinless land,
Which eye hath ncver seen. ,

-

Visions come and go; "
Shapesof resglendentbeautv round me throng ;
From angel lips 1 seem to hear the flow

Of soft and holy sopg. . .

It is nothing now,
‘When heaven is opening on my sightless eyes,
When airs from Paradise refresh my brow,
The earth in darkness lies.

X ‘E;I:P‘:Iher clime, . . o
y being fills with rapture-——waves of ht
Roll i;ng;ién my splmt:-strm sublime
Break over me unsought.
Give me now my lyre!
I feel the stirrings of a gli ivine ;
Wxtlunﬂi:uom glows uneartbly fire

" {third of the carriage was filled nearly to the
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[near ACarlisle, and the fourth, letters from Carlisle

_ |rate at which we were travelling

|
|guard’s face,

roof with letter bags of all sorts and sizes,
and which an able bodied post office guard,
dressed in his shirt sleeves and laced waist-
at and adjusting according
rass labels. At this
clerks continue

laborious oecupation
standing  for: about f
that is to say, the first set sort letters from
London to "Famworth, the second from Tam-
worth to Presten, the third from Preston to

to Glasgow. - The clerks*employed in this
duty do not permanently reside at any of the
above stations, but are usually removed from
one to the other about every three months.
As we sat:reclining and ruminating in the
corner, the scepe was as interesting as it was
extraordinary. In consequence of the rapid
the bags
which were. banging from the tMirty brass
pegs on the sides of the office had a tremulous!
motion, which at every jerk of the train was
changed for a moment or two i i
rolling or pendulous ‘l)nov ent
&c., hanging in & cabin at sea, ¥ Whi
ce, besides glistening with perspira-
tion, was—from the labor of stooping and

protruding from the post.

As fast as the clevks could fill the pigéon
holes before them, the letters were ‘quickly
taken therefrom, tied up into a bundle; ‘and
then by the guard deposited into the leather

bag to which they belonged. On very close-
ly observing the clerks as they worked, we

‘fours and a half;|disco

iscovered that instead of sorting their letters
into the pigeon holes aceording to their super-
seriptions, they placed them into compart-
ts of their 6wn arrangement, and 'which

¢ only ' correctly ‘labelled in 'their own

ds ; but as every clerk is held responsible
the accuracy of his assortment, he is very
properly allowed to exeeute it in ‘whatever
mdmay be most convegient to the mind or

‘Besides lame writing, and awkward spel-
ling, it was carious to observe what a quanti-
ty of irrelevant nonsense is superscribed upon
many letters, as if the writer's object was
purposely to conceal from the sorting clerk
the only fact he ever cares to ascertain,
'namely, the post town. Their patience and
intelli , however, are really beyond all
praise; and although sométimes they star
for eight or ten seconds holding ‘ax lett

.

hauling at large fetter bags—as red as . his

scarlet coat, which was hanging be
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appeared as if they were shining at the lamp
immediately above them almost as ruddily as
the lamp shone upon them—the three clerks
were actively. moving their right hands in all
directions, working vertically with the same

dexterity with which oompw: rs ip a printing
office horizontally restore | te into  the
various small compartments to

B ¥

O ) holes a batch of
mourning letters, all directed in the same
handwriting, and evidently announcing some
death; then ome or two registered letters
wrapped in green covers. For some time
another clerk was solely employed in stuffing
into bags, qlewsplpon for various destinations,
Occasionally the guard, leaving his bag, was
seen to poke his burly head out of a large
window behind him, into pitch darkness, en-
livened by the oomion.r.p e of bright
pipe of ine, to
ascertain, by the flashing of the lamps as he
passed them, the precise moment of the train
clearing certain stations, in order that he
might recordsit in  his “ time bill.” Then

.

clase to their lamp, turning sometimes
pdd Wk then it et it rarely. bibphdle t
P desiphur 1F . Ta bpasing &
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, a lady’s pasteboard working
ared all in shivers.
the thinnest description of whitey brown pa.
per. 'The clerk spent nearly two minutes in
searching among the fragments for the direc-
tion, which he at last discovered in very pale
ink, written apparently through a microscope
with the point of a needle. The letters sort-
ed in the flying post office are, excepting a
few * late letters,” principally cross-post letters,
which, although packed into one bag, are
for various localities. For instance, at Staf-
ford. the mails take up a bag made up for
Birmingham, Wolverhampton and intermedi
ate places, the letters for which, being inter-
mixed, are sorted by the way, and left at the
several stations.

The bags have also to be stowed away in
compartments according to their respective
destinations. . One lot for Manchester, Liver-
pool and Dublin ; one for Chester ; a bundle
of bags for Newcastle-under-Lyne, Market-
Drayton, Eccles-hall, Stowe, Crewe, Rhua,
bon; a quantity of empty bags to be filled
comin, blck, a lot for Edinburgh, Glasgow,

)

: s . smell of burni : and C; ; and one great bag con-
" THE P o o R 1 gl gy Mo EUDE . g g W g S iV gk

This office, which every ev. flies aWay| i, o with the post office seal, Inga three or|up on the road.
from London to Glasgow, and wberein Go- four of which he then strapped firmly together| 'The Minute arrangements necessary for the
vernment clerks are busily employed in ‘re-|¢, delivery.  All of a sudden the flying|transaction of all this important business at
c g ddmng and sorting letters all the|,} ., ber received . a sharp. blow, which -re-|midnight, while the train is flying through the
way, 1S a narrow w.md room, twenty-one sounded exactly as if-a cannon shot had struck|dark, it would be quite ifipossible to describe.
feet in % by seven in i "This.npise, ever, merely announced|] he occupation is not only highly confiden-
lighted by four large reflecting lamps Ithat a station post we were at that moment|tial, but it requires unceasing attention, ex-
in the roof, and by another in a corner ying, but which was already far behind us,|hausting to body and mind. Some time ago,
uard.  Along about two thirds of the W”““ safely delivered of from letter|While the three clerks, with their right elbows
of this chamber there is  affixed to bags, which, on putting our head out of the/moving in. all directions, were vigorously en-
wall n«wmﬁ:uﬂb,»q-bm, Q | ' lying in the far end gqe(“gnomgg their letters, while the
green cloth, beneath which various of a lai on bound sort of ing|guard, with the Jight of his lamp shining on
are stowed aw ' : Sow. mid the. ttons and gold lace which embla-
' he pockets of his waistcoat, was busily

sealing a letter bag, a. collision took place,
MM ﬁﬁw'fonrmen. at tlwpl-:m

It had been packed E: It must occasionally have been exemplified

When 1 first' knew hind, he had alf that
Westminster and  Oxford cotlld give' him.—
He'was, as the Mores said, to whom § had in-
troduced him, * brimful of literatures” deci
sive and enthusiastic in all his sentiments, and
impetuous in all'his feelings, whether of ap-
proval or dislike. I never knew one more un
compromising in what he believed either to be
right or' wrong; thereby marking the integ-
rity of his mind, which ever shrunk from the
most distant approximation to duplicity or
meanness.

There was in Sputhey, alas ! his sun is set !
—I must write in thé third person 1—one other
quality which commands admiration; an ha-
bitual delicacy in his copversation; evidencing.
that cheerfulness and jv’vxtfm' exiﬁt_ wit
ribaldry, grossness, or profanation. He neither
violated j ecorum himself, nor tolerated it in
others. I have been present when a tres-

asser of thellooser class has received a rebuke,
lI’might say a castigation, well deserved, and
not readily forgotten. His abhorrence also of
injustice, or unworthy conduct, in its diversi-
fied shapes, had all ‘the deciflon of a Roman

4| censor ; while this apparent austerity was as-

sociated, - when in the society he liked, with

oi7|80 bland and playfula spirit, that it abolished
¢|all conlraint, and rendered him one

pet agreeable, as well as the most & €
companions.

in your experience, that some writers who
have acquired a tramsient popularity, &ere
chance more from adventitious causes than:
sterling merit, appear at once to occupy an

increased space, and fancy that he who fills his
own field of vision oecupies the same space in

the view of others. This disposition will almost
invariably be found in those who most readily

depreciate those whom they cannot excel ; as-
if every concession to the merits of another
subtracted from their own claims.  Southey

was eminently exempt from this little feeling.

He heartily encouraged genius, wherever it
was discoverable ;' whether, ““ with all appli-
ances,” the jewel shone forth from academic

bowers, or whether the gem was incrusted
with extraneous matter, and required the toil

of polishing ; indifferent to him, it met with

the encouraging smile apd the fostering care.

"It seems ‘almost invidious to single out one
distinguishing quality in his mind, when so
many deserve notice ; but I have often been
struck withthe quickuess of his perception ; the
promptitude with which he discovered what-
ever was good or bad in composition, either
in'prose or verse. When reading the produc-
tion of another, the tones of his voice
a merit-thermometer, a sort of Aolian-harp-
test; in the flat parts hisvoice was unimpas-
sioned, but if the gust of genius swept over
the wires, his tones rose in intensity, till his
own energy of feeling and expression kindled
in others a sympathetic impulse, which the
dull were forced to feel, whilst his animated'
recitations threw fresh meaning into the minds-
of the most discerning.

It was always a luxury with Southey to talk.
of old times, Phoeu, and persons ; and Bristol,
with its vieinities, he thought the most beauti-
ful city he had ever seen. When a boy he
was almost a resident uno%:t. Vincent's

i oods. view, fi
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