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The Present Condition of Christianity and its 
Prospectain the’ World. 

We ventured on the affirmation in our last 
that, ©“ Within the past one hundred years, 
more has been done to give the nations the 
word of God, than had ever been done since 
its sacred canons were completed, and its so- 
lemn prophecies sealed up.” 

In support of this affirmation, we do not in- 
tend to produce a series of statistical calcula- 
tions, we at once refer to well-known and un- 
disputed historical facts. Within the period 
mentioned, numerous societies and associa- 
tions have been formed for this express pur- 
pose in Europe and America, especially in 
England. In this favoured island Sabbath- 
school, Religious Tract, and Bible Institu- 
tions had their origin, and here Protestant 
Missions to the heathen first assumed an or- 
ganized and permanent form. The United 
States of ‘America promptly imitated our. ex- 
ample, treading closely upon our stéps; and 
then Scotland and several of the Continental 
nations followed in the glorious enterprise.— 
And now there is scarcely a sect of evangeli- 
cal christians which has not its Missionary So- 
ciety for sending the Word of God to the na- 
tions of the earth. 
The field was the world, and ‘‘ the world 

was all before them.” There was room for 
them all, and thousands more. Some went 
north, where *‘‘winter sits upon his icy 
throne,” ‘and the heart of the frozen Green- 
lander was warmed by the warm life-blood 
which flowed on Calvary—others went south, 
and taught child-murderers and man-eaters 
lessons of love and kindness—some went east, 
and gave to her teeming millions copies of the 
true shaster, telling of the true incarnation 
and the true atonement—and others penetra- 
ted the forests and prairies of the west, and 
taught the wild men of the woods the Word 
of the Great Spirit. On and on, year after 
year, they went; and though peril beset them 
by the way, and repulse met them on their ar- 
rival, and danger attended them daily—yet 
there, among the heathen, they laboured in 
faith, and patience, and hope. And ultimately 
they had their reward. So that now were we 
to survey the world and compare it with what 
it was a hundred years ago, we should find 
abundant cause for gratitude and hope. Let 
us glance at a few spots on its surface. 

hen, the innumerable islands of the south- 
ern ocean were alike entire strangers to the 
truths of christianity and all its ameliorating 
and civilizing influences. Now groups of 
them have the holy scriptures and places for 
Divine worship, and books and schools; in- 
fanticide and cannibalism are abolished, and 
the comforts of civilization are appreciated, 

Then, his ** celestial majesty” proudly for- 
bade the Book of God to enter his vast domi- 
nions; but now, his pride humbled and his 
power broken in pieces like a potter's vessel, 
he is content to admit the sacred volume, 
which in the mean time had been translated 
into that most remarkable of all languages, P® 
and to allow the ministers of Jesus to locate 
themselves in his most popolous cities and pro- 
vinces. This ofitself were an acheivement for 
a century | : 

Then, Birmah, like China, was without 
God, and long did his ** golden-footed majesty” 
spurn/with contempt all overtures from  Hea- 
ven’s messengers ; and for this he well nigh 
perished by the way. But now, to Birmah's 
sons, Judson has given the Bible, and hundreds 
of the Karens are receiving the message of 
salvation with joy. 

Then, India, lately wrested from the stern 
grasp of the Mussulman, "by English ‘artifice 
and force, wasn the same state of awful igno- 
rance’'and crime in which’ it had been sunk 
for ages. Idol-worship, caste, Sittee, infanti- 
cide, and self-immolation prevailed @mong her 
myriad tribes. And’ among her ‘conquerors 
christianity had no votaries—at" all “events 

cessful efforts have been made to direct the 
down-trodden negro to Him who came to seek 
and to save that which was lost. And, won- 
detful to tell, Africa's almost unintelligible 
laniguages have been reduced into forms, and 
the word of God is in the hands of her sable 
sons. 
‘We stop: though we might proceed, Col 

lateral historical facts however may be briefly 
noticed. 

Then, the crescent of the Grand Turk was 
in the ascendant in the East, and Europe had 
scarcely recovered from the alarm which the 
invasion of her south-eastern provinces by his 
infatuated armies had excited. Now, he only 
exists as a sovereign by permission. The 
scymitar of Mahomet is broken, and ‘the spi- 
ritual influence of that grand delusion is 
passing away—the Crescent is waning into 
darkness. 

Then, Despotism, with iron heel, trampled 
on the nations of continental Europe.  Now— 
emphatically Now—for little more than only 
one year ago we could not have said now— 
Despotism has received a blow, from the ‘ef- 
fects of which she will never recover. And 
one thing has already been snatched from her 
tenacious grasp—the right to teach and preach 
the word of God. And not the least, but per- 
haps the most remarkable, event of these very 
eventful times, is the fact that the pope, com- 
pelled to flee in disguise from the throne on 
which he sat with names of blasphemy, wor- 
shipped as God, is now doomed to hear the 
astounding proclamation—SEPARATION = OF 
CHurcH AND STATE IN Rome. 
Whae will be the end of these things no one! 

knoweth. Despotism and popery may again 
recover a portion of their former power and 
influence. But they never can be aga'n what 
they once were. We question if they will 
ever attempt. 
We take encouragement, then, from all 

these facts, and especially from that one Great 
Fact—the nations are receiving the word of 
God—the incorruptible seed of the kingdom. 
Men die—but the Word lives. * For all 
flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as 
the lower of grass. The grass withereth, 
and the flower thereof falleth away : But the 
word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this 
is the word which by the gospel is preached 
unto you.” 
Upon this then, mainly, we rest our expec- 

tation and our hope of the restoration of mans 
kind to God. He who ordereth all things 
hath, in his perfect wisdom and infinite bene- 
volence, arranged that his divine Word shall 
be the grand instrument of man’s recovery to 
himself. *‘ For as the rain cometh down, and 
the snow from heaven, and returneth not 
thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it 
bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to 
the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall 
my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: 
it shall not return unto me void, but shal a 
comiplish that which [ please, and it shall pres: 

r in the thing wheretoIsentit.” And, un- 
alterably faithful to that word, he will not fail 
to fulfil all that He hath spoken. To his,once- 
suffering but now exalted Son he saith, *“ Ask 
of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of] 
the earth for thy possession.” And to his 
expecting people, who wait with longing eyes 
for the dawning of millenial day—* Unto you 
that fear mJ Bape shall the Sun of Righte- 
ousness arise with healing in his wings" — 
“ Not by might, nor by power, bat by my Spi- 
rit saith the Lord of Soph fh it shall 
come to pass afterward, that I will pour out 
my Spirit upon all flesh.” “ Violence shall 
no more be heard in thy land, was tingnor des 
struction within thy borders; but thou shalt 
call thy walls Salvation, ‘and thy gates Praise, 
The sun shall be no more thy light by day ; 
neither for brightness shall the moon give 
light unto thee; but the Lord shall be unto 
thee God thy 

which he spake by his prophets, and which P Y prophet: 
he has given to his Son, must be built up in 
the earth. His providence is always working 
surely steadily, though in ways that sur- 
pass our understanding, towards that consum- 
mation. It) is not for us to penetrate his 
counsels. (We may err, as wise and good 
men have erred, in expounding all the sym- 
bols, and arrynging dll the chronology of pro- 
phecy.  Yet| are we well assured that he 
“ knoweth the \end from the beginning.’ All 
past history powrs light upon the calm revela- 
tions of that word which represents him to us, 
as working ¢ all things after the counsel of 
his own will,” bringing light out of darkness, 
good out of evil, and taxping ‘the curse into 
a blessing” He forms ‘men’s hearts. He 
orders universal affairs. He Ss King=—=und he 
alone is King over all. To our impatient 
minds he may sometimes seem ‘as thongh he 
had left the earth in confusion and misery, as 
the mere theatre of man’s ambition, and cru- 
elty, and pride. Confining our views, as we 
are too prone, to narrow spheres and to short 
periods, we may fancy that to progress is 
made towards that better for which the 
hearts of good men have always longed, in 
which the sorrows of many bitter and conflict- 
ing centuries are to close in'long and happy 
years of peacefulness and joy. On the one 
hand, we may be thus doubtful and vnbelicy- 
ing ; and the effect of such a state of mind 
may be, to unfit us for our allotted share of] 
work in bringing ‘about the hetter state of 
things which patriotism, homanity, and true 
piety, prompt us to desive. 
On the other hand, it is quite possible that 

we may be too sanguine, too self-relying, for- 
getting the variety of agencies by which God 
is wont to effect his purposes; the long tract 
of time which has, hitherto, been required for 
ripening his plans; and the great principle 
which pervades all his works—his jealousy of 
his creatures presuming to take to themselves 
the glory which is all his own. The sober 
lessons of history are useful to us in correct- 
ing both these tendencies of our minds. By 
showing what God has done, how he has done 
it, and when he has done it, they greatly re- 
gulate our expectations of what yet remains 
of his doings in our world. If we are firmly 
grounded in these doctrines of Providence 
which the seriptures so clearly teach, and 
which they illustrate with such ample variety 
of examples, we read the lives which compose 
the leading facts of history, not as idlers, 
merely seeking entertainment, nor as practi- 
cal atheists, but as christians, who know that, 
not only on the small scale, which lies level 
to our apprehension, but also on that large 
scale, which reaches far beyond our thoughts, 
in all ages, and in @lf worlds, God is making] 
“ the wrath of man to praise him ;’ restraining 
and controuling all ‘the ‘passions of our fallen 
nature, and overruling ambition, and tyranny, 
and craft, and power, for the fartherance of] 

y own righteous and merciful designs.” —| 
Baptist Reporter. 

Calvin as a Preacher, 
+ FROM HENRY'S: LIFE OF CALVIN. 

Calvin's style is remarkably simple, his 
method not synthetic; such at least is th 
case with his discourses, ' which comment 
with a proposition, ‘from which he derives ‘all 
the vest, generally by wa em gor is; while 
he runs rough ids Salish Scripture 
explaining a certain number ‘of sentences in 
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return to him void. THe kingdom of|fir above those regular, rouaded, ornamental: 
periods, which were so long regarded as the 
model of eloquence, but which, instead of. 
awakening, only weary and depress the soul. 

~ Calvin preached extempore : it is nowhere 
mentioned at least, that he ever wrote a ser- 
mon. He himself says expressly, in an un- 
published letter : ‘I did write the twenty-two 
sermons on the cighes psalm; but they have 
been printed simply as they could be gathered 
from my mouth, in the church. You there 
see our style and ordinary mode of teaching.’ 
He frequently also declares, that the power ot 
God could only pour itself forth in extempore 
speech ; and he expresses himself very dis- 
tinctly and beautifully, in his letter to Somer- 
set, against the reading of sermons. * The- 
people,” he says, “must be taught in such a 
manner that they may be inwardly convinced, 
and made to feel the truth of what the Apos- 
tle says, that the Word of God is “a two- - 
edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and.spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and1s-a discernerof the thoughts. 
and intents of the heart.” I say this to your 
Highness, because there is too little of living 
preaching in your kingdom, sermons there 
being mostly yead or recited. I understand 
well enough what obliges you to adopt this 
habit. There are few good, useful preachers, 
such as you wish to have; and you fear that 
levity and foolish imaginations might be the 
consequence, as 1s often the case, of the intre- 
duction of a new system. But all this must 
yield to the command of Christ, which orders 
the preaching of the Gospel. ' And this preach- 
ing must net be dead, but living, and, as 
Paul says to Timothy, ¢ for doctrine, for cor- 
rection, for edification" So that when a 
Christian enters the church, he may be moved. 
to penitence, and be inwardly convinced, and 
so feel himself Jed te give honor to God.— 
You know also how the Apostle speaks of the 
life of the Word in the mouth of the true 
and faithful servants of God. They ought 
net, then, to wish to shine in the ornaments 
of rhetoric, or to effect great things thereby ; 
but the spirit of God should be echoed by 
their votes, and so give birth to virtue. No 
possible danger must be permitted to abridge 
the liberty of the spirit of Ged, or prevent 
his free course among those whom he has 
adorned with his graces for the edifying of 
the church. 
On the power of eloquence,yCalvin says, 

‘ You must take care, as far 4s possible, to 
have good trumpets, such as may penetrate 
deepest into the heart; for you are in danger 
of not reaping much fruit from any part of the 
Reformation which you have effected, how- 
ever good and holy the work, if this power of 
preaching be not more and more unfolded.— 
It iis not said without reason, that Jesus Christ 
‘““shall smite the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and slay the wicked with the breath of 
his lips,” This is the means by which the 
Lord will bind and destroy rail“ his enemies, 
and hence the Gospel is called the kingdom 
of God. Although the edicts and laws there- 
fore of ‘princes are good auxiliaries for the 
support of Christianity, God will make his 
dominion known by the spiritual sword of his 
Word, proclaimed by his ministers and 
preachers. SIE. 

Results of the Great Awakening, 
Hence, ' from the controversy which w as 

oceasioned, the ‘Great Awakening appeared, 
in 1741; to ‘have come to its close. It had 
wrought, however; a’ ‘““ great salvation :" for 
“ it was the Lord’s doing.” And well might gla r 

~ Several of his sermons; ‘however, are ‘on 
definite subjects. ~~ Calvin's ‘pulpit exere 
were generally weightier and more solemn 
those of the Germain reformer, more 
sive by the force of-thei 

striking sentences. 

it be “ marvellous” in thé 'eyes of lis people, 
notwithstanding -all which they. had seen or 

heard of human imperfections and extrava- 
| “Those who best means of 

"says a Jean careful. writer; 
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