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. [ From The Independent.}

TOMISS ¥. Mo ON HER WEDDING MOBNING.,
BY A BRIDE-MAID.
Go seek thy widowed mother,

She hath' wrought a faithfal part ;
And offer her thy heartfelt thanks;

E'en now, before vou part.

¥

Thent kneel beside thy couch,
And breathe an carnest prayer, =
That the blessings of the loved and Tost.*
May rest uipon thee there.

‘Phen sing thy last adieu -
To thy childhood’s happy bower ;

1t hath shielded thee in love and truth,
Through many a weary hour.

Folfil in Hymen’s chain
A noble, glorious part’;

And, till ‘the hour of death, still let
Fond heart respond ‘to heart.

And if thou hast one thought
' Fromthy wedded life left free,
Then; inthé name of friendship pure,
I'll'claim that thought of ‘thee.
*The deceased Father of the Brde.

Sy

-i[!"rom llw.C(;urié}_‘;n}i—kinquirer.] '

SCENES IN THE EAST,
Constantinople, April 20¢h, 1849.. :
<+ “NevershallI- i

noon, when, seated alorfe on the summit of
the Acropoiis, 150 feet above the plain; I took
a long farewell look of the most glorious scene
‘this world of eurs affords. - Above me was the
matchless. . Parthenon,  discolored by 'time,
dismantled by theft, and defaced by violence,
and yet'proadly up-springing heavenwards as
the sublimest material eretion of the human
intellect, and the imperishable type of all ar-
chitectural  perfection. - Just, before, on the
same rocky platform; the colonnaded Propyle

like a grand frontispiece, cast their ‘massive|
shadows; on one side; by the verge of “the|

crag whence leaped the despairing' Hgus, the
miniature Temple of Victory gleamed like'an
unmarred;/gem ; and on the other lay the bro-
ken ecellarsrand corridors and porticos of ‘the
Evectheunm, where grew the sacred olive by
which the ¢ blue-eyed goddess” vindicated
‘her title to the Attie soil, where rested the
ashes of old Cecrops, the father of a god-like
race, and where, poised on a brazen chariot
and:clad with helmet and buckler, stood that
statue, whose'spear; flashing . high above the
battlements, beckoned the distant mariner on

to the ‘the Immortal City. = Away to
the nogm gg}'feri’};?es?;l‘ qu.: the nfagi
nifi ) of the friend of Hercules,
mﬁé alls *‘:&qﬁ"s ahﬁr‘iﬁes still e
tire; the Agora, with its mouldering monu
méiits ‘vet ‘eérect, but robbed of the little beau
1y age had, spared by the ‘wretched. hiovel
-which narrowly hemmed them in; and far
Yy Mpg‘hﬁiﬂi“’im of the Aca.hmy;
‘Plato uttered: those wordsiof wisdom' wh

{read that mastérly address'in the very Greek

-| laved

;bound hill where old Museus sung and was Screamin

buried ; and the path by which the Panathe
'naic  procession, with its divine peplus an

|consecrated utensils, used to wind its glitter-
\ing way from Eleusis up to the shrine of th
Parthenon.  And to the west, the Pnyx, wher
once the Athenian multitude stormed in de-
bate, and the very rock-bhewn bema, wheuce
Demosthemes ¢ wielded the fierce democratie,’
* shook the arsenal and fulmined over Greece ;!
nearer, piercing the solid precipice, the ver

dungeons ‘where Socrates yielded up his
mighty spirit; and nearer still, the Hill o
Mars, where sat in darkncss the death-doom-
ing Areopagus, and where, in full view of the
most splendid edifices humanity ever dedicated
to divinity, the dauntless apostle of the Gen-
tiles declared to the men 6f Athéns that God
is & spirit, and dwelleth not in temples made
with ‘hands, (and'but an hour before, I had

1

and “on the very spot.) “Hymittus, its thymy

Frenchmen’s throats can, sercam.
. As 1 went on deck. the next moriiing, the

indescribable uniqueness, was-before me.—
The thick-ranged. colennades and ¢lustering
cupolas of Sunta Sophia, springing frem the
hill-side athwart the sky, the spires-and pinna-
cles of the Seraglio gleaming amid ever-gieen
groves, the swelling domes and. tapering min-
arets of o hundred mosques, . -the dark-forests
of cypresses stretching like. vast faneral palls
over the cemeteries,  the gaily painted kiosks
mirroring their_airy forms, in the, waters; -the

g the Marsciltaise around as. only!baths, with their

boat was at anchor justin the mouth of the’
S Golden Horn, and - Constantinople,: i all its

glass-studded cupolas admit-
[ting the light of heaven upon a swarthy, swea-
ty, soap-besmeared crowd of nondescript créa-
tares, too uncouth for tritons or nereids, apd
too amphibious for fawns or satyrs—evening
made hateful by ecunmerian darknessi:Bro-
ken here and there by the paper lantessoof
some belated visitor, flickering like an: sgmis
fatuus through the gloom—and night matie
hideous by the heavy, sullen tread of militdry
patrols, and the knell-dike ringing of wateh-
men’s iron-headed staves on the pavementsby
the howlings of the ten thousand dogs ‘that
range the streets, and ‘the hootings of the muith-
berless owls that brood over the abodes of the

t

:

arcaded aqueducis and pagoda-roofed -foan-{dend ;—all this combined to make the o .',’al
tains, the bewildering mass of houses and gar- |Scene m(?re fant.asuc, though less “pietordl,
dens receding from eyery ;ghore to the very|#ad more'dramatic, though less poetical;+

verge of the hetizon, Moeunt Olympus ¢ High

background,. the innumerable caiques filled
with strange costumes skimming the waves,

sides redolent with honey 2§ 8f old—Penteli-
cus, its heights yet glistening with their mar-
ble stores—Parnes, ' its fortress still bristling
with'bowers and bastions—tlie  hill Cotonos,’
stern and strong as when Sophocles first gave
it immortality— Anchesmus; frowning as whe
the Cynics made it their fit retréat, the grea
olive. wood still trembling in the breeze—|
Attic plain, sweeping with all its'ancient m
jesty- from -the mountains to the Hea—th
reus, expanding its broad ar _ ‘s wi
quered Salamis,” with its blue waters flashin
as proudly, under the sunm, as when they were
strewed. with Persian wrecks and streaked
with Persian blood ;—all filled up and colour-
ed the magnificent panerama. “Never have |
viewed a spot where the heroic Past was so
gloriously mirrorred in the beautiful Present,
and where the works of God and man had so
harmoniously united to produce a scene, that
should enchant the imagination, stimulate the
heart, and gratify every faculty of the soul.
Isat— ,
"Il my sense ached with gazing 1o behold
The scenes iny earlivst dreams iad dwelt upon ;”

then"sadly turned from that memorable sight
forever. - )

The next morning, ;on board the French
Government steamer. Rhamses, I was speeding
down the unromantic shore of Attica to * Su-
‘nium’s marbled ’ltieeegi;"i}n neié evening was
winding among the picturesque Cyclades; and
F_thdfbﬂo\v g aﬂemddh"";ﬁzg ""a‘n(:{lqred in the
mountain girt Gulf of Smyrna. ' “The city of]
Smyrma, however justly it Was ouce styled the
crown ‘of lonia and the ornament of Asia,
finds " its anly glory now in a sorry old castle,
squalid streets, ' ragged houses, and a motley
rable of m,?ﬂ)‘ sans culpttes villainously
mouthing every known dialect under heaven.

@ brief lidur’ or two' we ‘weré merrily dash-

ig’ morthwards, ‘and the morning Sun rose
lapon us cléaving the ?me waters that once
proud Ilion, and washed the
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the monstrens three-deckers of the,Sultan die-
playing blood-red flags cmblazoned. with the
star and the erescent; the thonsand mercantile’
craft with their quaint forms: and:barbaric
streamers, and the broad silver. tides of - the
Golden ilorp, the Bosphorus and the Masmora
sparkling iu _the morning . sup, -and; like a
mighty foil heightening the wondrous-effeetiof]
the - whole :—it was all like a glarieus wisien
of the imagination, some fabled scene: of Kasts

82 XY L% PR Ddague. 4% - (IR RS d'.f.‘lvi“
I landed and beheld the  eity - within, o1
found the strects narrow dnd rough; the “high-
ways of denkeysiand the lairs of -dogs; theve
overhung with . shapcless: mouldering ‘tere-
ments, and there lined high up with dead mad-
plastered walls; yet the long rows of beardeéd
Turkspicturesque in atire and sculpturesque
in attitude, smoking their chiboulks in theopen
booths—the Armenians in flowing ifug-grimé
med robes, moving with dignified. step,  bat
earnest air, about their places of business—
the Deryishes. with coarse browa .wsappers
and rimless sugar-lpaf: hats-~the Emics with
their immense green turbans to.dengte their
descent from, the, Prophet—the women with
their white.muslin yashmees and lingn.cafiern

nians, ‘Lartags, Bulgacians, J ews,and Franks,
that, nnsympathizing. aud taciturn,, went, jost-
ling by—thegfl:recurring cries tg prayer from
the myinarets, responded to.on.all sides.by ablur
tions and genuflexions—the, funeral. praces-
sion conveying to the cemetery the exposcd
and Fichly dressed corps jv}\'ith a hurried page.
in order %ifﬁli_ei’é the soul from the tormen:
it suffers till e burial of the body—the blith
‘companies _of Gﬁciekqd‘ﬁm:erg (for jt”_w'gs.
liofidays of the Greeld Easter) that ‘came trip
ping dOWH The screels, 10 sangh aibd: the mus
of tamborines and _'QQPIRQQT{ ¢ mi
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' 'The Seragliois no longer inaccessiblesto
strangers,and by aid of a firman, purchased
at a high' price from the Gaovernment, 1 have -
visited, with a small ‘party of French and Ea-
glish, this far-famed palace. Crossiug the
Golden Horn from the Suburb Tophane, we
landed at the Gardeners’s Gate, - one of'the
twenty-eight entgamces of Stamboul,; and & fegw
minate’s walk brought us to the: Sublime Porte,
the spacious | .unornamented archway from
which the Ottoman Empire first derivedd its
name. Escorted by a couple of very conse- -
quential : State constables, we passed thr
jinto the outer court of the Set'nglio', a Jar

e ain area surrounded by huilidings
8 infirmaries for the sick and as lodges
for the menials of the palace. From this we
iproceeded to the inner court, which waslaid
outin yerdant grass plots and ‘intersected with
paved footways: Around, were ircades ead-
ing-into -various offices and kitchens, and: at
the~extremity was the justice hall, where the
Grand Divan:formerly held its sittings. * Ba-
tering a ‘narrow. vestibule, the gentlewen of
the party weremade to exchange their beets
for slippers, and we were ushered into that .
confused mass of building" so long the:resi-
dence of thie Ottoman Sultans. 'We were con-
dueted:through-alt the audience halls and 8a-
loons of the palace, and the baths and pritate

yartments of the Harem. Though. many of
re-

e rooms were rich in appearance, they p
sented Yittle of" that extraordinary splenfour'
with which travellers have been accustomed
to invest the'unknowf interior of the Seraglio.
The walls and eeilinigs generally were wains-
coted and gilt, in"thie Moorish style,’ and the
floofs* were™ €overéd' ‘with elegant palm-leaf
tvatting. *‘Fhe farniture was far ‘less sumptp-
ous than that'l have seen in other "palaces,
and there were no statues gr paintings. Al
rt were a few French
the battle scenes of

most the only w‘*orks{ of a

eéngravings representidy

N :eof and certaii ‘tablets inlaid with gold

mr poreélain, and - diverSified with #;’wé,n,
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