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How came it thdt under t,hei mamsfr
of the apostles r=an Were ¢ vc,rte%f
sands, and that, a72n before their de ,,
tianity was in the household of t e Cx
The immediate succeasors of the ‘a osg&s.
equally successful: * We are éf 1{
I ﬁg 3, your

says ertulian in his gorn'eou,, a

we have filled your c! ities, ¥ s

istands, your towns, yous my };cép ifies—the
sénate, the camp, the “oxuz 1,5 too’ was
in_the second uentury onderfu] success |
whe\‘e was the hiding of their powei? It'has
béén hinted that to Somé., fhshdxoualy ref\ned
dhd intellectual héarers of the prcsém (fa\'T
Peter’s penticostal “sefinon would be tame
when placed beside the. efforts of s some of our
“best” modern divines! Where then was
the hiding of their power ! The apostles wete
men of like_passions with ourselves, _Aye,
But they were men full of the Holy Ghost and
spake as the Holy Spirit gave them atterance !
'The miracles they wrought did not convert
menLthcbc were but the scal of Lbelr commiss
sion—the gift of tongues did not, it was but a
medlum througlhi which to con;mumc'xte with
mmd—-thcu apmtuahty alone‘'made them pre-
éminent in good works; and,’so long as the
successers of the apostles contmucd to be men
full of the Holy Ghost, meir dwelling near the

throne, b.nthmﬂr their sou!s, freshly, every (,I 2y

in the dew ofhe:nen Jdntent supremely on the,
glory of God in the conversion of e, théu'
preaching ‘‘ cut .men to the heqrt
gospel went on cenquering and tg conguer,
But, alas! soon cam: the <pmt of cleru;al
prmc and assumiag hicrarchism—and at this
time, there is no cvidence that preaching had]
deteriorated inicllectually, of, that the pulpit
was filled with men less cq’l[i ated or.eloquent,|
or, that any of the essentia ¥doctrme> of the|
cross were kept back, 'No! they were: only
a little lifted up with that pride which is_ of
the Devil. They could no longer say, ** the
zeal ol thine house hath caten me up,” tor
vaulting ambition was beginning to consume
them—7HAT WicKED WAs bewmmu r to be re-
Vi ek whose “comi gw as owith all deccivable-
ness! - Saddenly the/windows of -heaven: el
shut and the spirit is no more poured out; save
here ‘and!there in local shewers:' Are those
that'stand at the altar humbled ? /(Do they ‘red
turniand pray, “ take not'thy [Holy Spifitdrom|
us? - No such thing? ‘They yield tovasurs
prising iufatnation.  Saul grieves Jehovaly
and God. answérs him noymere byf'dream
nor by Urim, nor by~ prophets;:and his lan-
goage is, *‘ seek me-out @ wonian that hath a

fatwikar spirit,” and, forthwithythere-appears| -

one** clothed in purple and-seanbet andoridi

ding
upon.the beast i in ber hand hubgoldon‘&p{

full of aboxmnuams and! ﬁhe sdrank’ lvtd(
blogdies saints. pife
We meed say no more. W‘emly repeats=
the history of the: ministry i the history of the|
cb&tch Asthe dinistry declivedy the preach-
declined into short; nmsylntnpd ex
t y until at-length Yt 'ceased ' and:publi
worship! was filled adpr with/soullesspagean:ry.|
P'he reformation broke: shie slumbersof ten
celituties;  and! here: it is/sworthy of: r
that alhmost -at the. instant; >palpies, rohu'tw
ages had been silent; or voeulized only byfroq -
ihyealogiesonknother chureh or tie beriehts
of indulgencies, now resoundir
teuths that were uttered on the'day “of Pentis
cost/and almost in thevery wanier; "

Salvation-only, througliPaith fethe A tone:
ment

rang upon it, but 'this MM dph’ mduﬁ‘m
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God's de sx;e - Howetet, “e it altoge-
thor tendet.” “He wishes tive in
et|regard Yo the very ol f‘m;i neSt'in’
its pantings aﬂYpertect holiness. ' To'effect
this, he afflicts ; anT afliCtion goes directly

home to the” c&;&:’ieme THe death of the
widow’s son a ta immediately awakened
her conscience, andghe cried_to.the pro
“O'man of God; art hou come to call' }‘hj $in
(6 ¥omembrance 7 Kings  xvii. 18" So
God, by chastisement, lays hxs finger | upon the
cohscience, and forthwith it srarts up into new
life. "'We are made to feel as'if God had now
come down to us; asif he Were !oo’kmg into
oar hearts, and commencing a narrow search.
Moreover, we see, in this affliction, God's es-
estimate of sitl. Not indeed, ‘the fall esti-
maté.  No, that we only ledrn from the suf-
fering of Jesus.  But still we gather some-
what of his mind regarding sin, from this new
specimen of sin’s bitter fruits. This teackes
the conscience, by making the knowledge of
sin #'thing of experience,“~an experience that
is*deepening with everynew teial; /[ they
be bound in fetters, and be holden in vords of
affliction, then he showeth them their work
amththeir ‘transgressions  that they have: ex-
ceeded. He openeth also their ear to-diseip-
hne, and cpmnn-:deth that ‘they return’ from
Job xxxvi. 8,9, 10.

In these last days how little is there of ten |
deruess of conscience! The world scems to
know nothing ot it 'save the mame. Itis a
world without a conscienee ! And how mach
do we!find the Church of Christ a partaker in
the world's 8ins. - ** Evil communications eor:
rupt good minuers.”  Itiis sid to observe in
many samts, ‘amid mach zeal, and energy,
and love, thie lack of a tender conscience.~~
Far.this God is smiting us, and will smite us
yet more heavily, unti he has made it thos
roughly teader and scnsitive all over; **hat-
ihg even the | garihent= spotted /by the' flésh.”
‘Phis: training of ‘the ¢couscience is a thing of
far'greater moment thah :nany deem it God
will mot rest till he has wronght it. “And if
the saints stilk continue to overlook it; ; 1if they
will not setthemselves in good earnest to ask for
it,"and to strive against everything that would
produco'selrdness and iusensibility, they may
yet expect some of the sharpest strokes that
the hand of God has ever yex admmlsteved —
Rcv 11' Bsnar

e

ﬁmm:n 1o Young tonvem.
31, Be‘thankfil for what God has dehe for
ou,  Isa, wii. 1.
09 Belas’ edibhiest now as you were in seek-
ing’ parden. "*Heb. vi. (1.
8 Live= fj fomeunt by falth in Clirist.
Gal! i1 29,
U1 Po ot rhhllb ‘the piety of others your
Dta‘ndmi] Matt, xvi. 2’4'
‘5. Do not’ eﬁpbbt th be very' happy, unless
you aré’ emmentl holy. Tsa. xlviii. 18.
6. Dili enﬂy and by faith seek entire’sanc-
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steady, eveuing star, aud dlspluymg ap
ous Jlength of tail, as if he would put
shame; by,  his, - superior, bnl}uw,c
Christians - m)v an,
|ranscendens, glow of . zeal,
such,
even piety, I9r their,
But, angn they are o aga

117’ Have your ﬂued umés-‘fdr closet prays|s

rfuliy read the Scnﬁ!‘
buidd ',

ate'bréad m Him. Lec"m&'mcﬁ Hfm
the enjoymetit 6f gredt privilegds does fiot 6
itself secire our salvation. ' Fidas had’al!’" ’
miéans‘of convérsion’ thit ‘thg other disci

had! ‘and yet he was'the son of perdition. ﬁ)ld
vinié Providence oftén bestows' ‘teftiporal favors!

upon‘thise’ who are  devbted 'to destruction
‘22béﬁef dnd " ifnpeditence” Worldly
hiofors; riches, ‘atid ' pleasures are ' 'sops often
g‘ived'to thé«childrén of“dnsobedwnce aid heirs
of wrath. " Judas at'first probably thought that
he sop was a‘mark of Deculmr favour. He
1,|probably 1t Himself the Bénjathiti'of the
compiy, ' hdv ng a mess by “Himself " Aud
just so'it ‘is' ow! | Wicked “and untrofdfy men
atre perinitted ‘to prosper for ‘& “while in the!
world. They roll in luxury. -~ They ' faré
sumptuously évery day. They are loadéd with
honors, Lik#'the rich ‘man: i the Gospel,
they have: then‘ good things now, and their
evil things'in’the ‘world to come. 'l‘hey have
their portlon hére' below. "'I"he prosperity of
fools, Tike « drugged cap, destroys them. O
Lord, let‘mé 1ot be so foolish 4s to envy the
prosperity of “the wieked, for thy sanctuary
hath "taught “me* their dreadfal ‘end. Thou
shalt giide me with 'thy' connsel) and ofter-
wards 1cckive me-to 0/./7‘ Y- —N. O Presh.

“ Kphraim is a Cuke ot Taried.”

The cake here referred to ([osea vii. 8) is
a cake baked upon the, coals,  Compare
Kings xix. 6. " Itis ‘“ not turned,” lm , there-
tow, burnt ‘on the one side, and Taw ui the |
other. Letus apply the ﬁuule-——_ >4

L. T'o tie men whese conscicaces axe lilke a
ca/»v aot turned.  On sque points they, are
scrupulous euqugh, perhups ov er-scrupulous
and on other points they are altogether unscrus
pulous. T'he evil is greatly aggravated when
their conscientiousness runs ou matters, cous
paratively small, and, leaves; out; of view the
uexghuer mattera of the law ; or, when it re-
lates mainly to the sins of  other peuple, and
very little to their own personal sins. We
have known men too cumcleuuous to coni-
mune with the church to which they- belonggd
because of alleged misconduct on the part of
that church, or of this or that. member in it ;
but who, in such main matters as the govern-~
ment of their tongues, the rehg;qus education
of their children, the sanctification of the Sab-
bath, kindness and liberality to the poor, for-
giveness of enewies, communion with God mﬁ
secret prayer, and tender concern for thé sal-

insensible. Surely their religion was ‘¢a c.xlg.c
uot tarned,” i

. T'o the men whoseZeal is @ cake not turn-
cd——to-dﬁx burning, with much ; su,wke and _
crackling 'noise, like thorns under, &' pot, to-
morrow extinct., Like a comet that comes
dashing in from the;depths of space, p abt the/
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vation of men’s souls, seemed to, be strangely| .,

A Christ; astby’ prayer.
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He :ev&ﬁﬁd‘hxﬁk&éﬁ'ﬁi&xi legmtator fitﬁﬁ%tm‘
dtid king " Who' brought them cut of 'the Tadif
%P t i o€ of the' Jiemise of” Bondage. —
diaDéhotd’ Himestablised, as'it were, forever
in the” Plbhsmt ‘plites. aﬂotiéd ‘to hnm you
e him by ’tHe p’écuhaf mercy of his’ God
in'Hi¢ transition “states from bonddg € to free.
donr’; and by the ifinate depravity ‘of" his Ha®
magn‘yature, froin rosperity to tnsolence, in-
gratitude and tebeflion. Follm\n{‘g him on,
you fitid lim'theé sérfof Rome ; yod trace hun
from the smouldering ashés of Jerusalpm, an
outcast 'md a wandererin allfands ; fhe perse-
cator of Christ, you find hiri' the persecate]
of Chridtidns, hearmcr all thifigs, stréhg'in the
pride’'of human'knowledge, stift-necked and
gainsaying, hopihg all things, ¢ For thé'Lord
will hive mercy on Jadob, and will yet choose
Israe!, and ‘will set “them jn ' théir ‘owit land;
and the strangers shallibe joined with thom
and they shall dcave to'the house of\Jacobh.’

The Theatre,

The Rev. J\mea Hcruy Was once on a.
journey with.a lady who Lappened to be in
the same carnacre, and was expatiating in a.
parglcu]ar manper; on the anusements of the

Istage, as.in her cstecm superior to any. other

pleasuzes, - Among ather tlung shc sal
there, was the pl(.aa ire of thinking o the p! a\
before, she, went,  the pleasure she enjoyed.
\\;nc there, and the pleasure of rummatmg
on it in_ her bed at night. Mr. Hervey, who
sat and heard. her dxscou.fse without interrujpi-
ing her, when she goncinded, said 19 her,in
mild manner, that M]ere Wis ehe ;»umw be-
sides what she had. meptioncd, whigh she had,
forgot. W hat caa that be?” said she, gm
surely T included every pleasure when I cons
sidered the enjoyment beforc-hapd, at the time,
and afterward ; pray,what 15 is? M. Herve) "
with a grave look and in a maygner, pecujiar
to hm)self replu.d o Madam,. the, pleasure
it wall.give you on your death- q:ed 5 A clap
ef thwder or 2 flash of hfmtuum wounld ot
have strack her with mora ~urprn~°—t’ha stroke
went £o her very heart.,  She had not onz word.
to say, bus during the rest thheJoumey seen)-
ed: quite occupxed i thinking, upon it, In
short, the conscquence, of this wel tlmcd sehr
tenca was, “that she; x;e.rg;{. '1fter wem, to:the
play-hause, but became, \pxwus wwp ,and a
follower of. thqop~eamru which, Ll-pﬁ'ou}
her. true, s;usﬁwt;o'; GYER, OB, be; leath-b
_a._..”.p_

i . Powerof Prayer.. o
 #"Pliere i§no way thut Cheistians ioapris
|vate capasity'can do’so mucly to promote tiae
work ‘0P God; dnd advance the kiggdom of
By thigy even . women,
child¥en aﬂd‘@e}vM mvay have hepiblic! ind
fluende. "Lt - pérsotis in other respéers: be
enr so weak; and'ever 86 Anewn; ‘and ander
ever so poot’ admfm&«ges toido much for Christ
9 dnd wie souls: ofanen-=yet ibthey | havd mich
of the spirie of grace and' supplication, in this
m th‘ey iy have pewer withvhim whe isin-

in power, and'’ h&amlwnwhvn
me whote world! “A’poormanin bis co
may have "o blessed ‘influenee 'all: over the

orld:’ God'isy if I'vivay soisay, bavithe eoni=
mmia oftthie prégerof -faithiesind> in thisiwes
épem i) ‘ahmwe,«mmi the'ipower! of Nis

people-+© us princes, they have power witli
God and previil #  Fhough they may bepris
viite’ peisonsy their prayers are'putiin themame
|of ' iiedittor; “who is @ pablic person, 'being
the hedd of M\#Ndle-cmrult.f wnd the Lort
«dﬂh&mﬂﬂém I thvew liave  sense
of the' inipotence of eternal uhirigs)’ and d con-
Wt&rtke cecious souls of muny vhe m?
t they. are not-pregchers

mxitmﬁedbmm WM
and ‘pour out'theit souls! beforelone 'whois
able o' do’alt things
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