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the Post-office for the conveyance of mails by
railway was £316,941, of which £120,855
was for work ‘done within the year 1848, and
£196,086 for work done in previous years,—
The total payments out of the Post-office reve-
nue of Great Britain, in its progress to the
Exchequer, other than charges of manage-
ment, in theyear ended 5th of January, 1849,
amounted to £16,397, including grants of
£4,000 to the Duke of Marlborough, £3,407
to the Duke of Grafton, and £2,990 to the
heirs of the Duke of Schdmberg. The total
number of moncy orders issued and paid
throughout the united kingdom in the year 1848
was £8,407,156 ; and the amount, £16,303,781
yielding a total commission of £70,199.
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THE CONVENTION.

It was our privilége on Saturday last to
break away from our cares at home for a few
days and meet our beloved brethren”of the
Convention which was to convene at Bridge-
town, Nova-Scotia. We find that we are not
alone in the feelings andviews experienced
in connection with the Meetings. We have
found the greatest satisfaction in participating
both in the deliberations and devotions of the
brethren. - T'he delegation was large from the
Churehes and lecal Societies of Nova-Scotia,
though that from New-Brunswick, as was to
be expectéd was limited. The business sub-
mitted to  the Convention this Session was
much of it of the greatest importance. Some
of the Reports we shall lay before our readers
at the earliest opportumity. [ather Harding
the President of the Convention was present
and presided at every Meeting. The two Cor-

. responding Sceretaries, Rev. I. E. Bill, and
Rev. 8. Elder, were also present, the latter
acting by vote of the Convention in the ab-
sence of Rev. €. Spurden, as Recording Se-
cretary. The busmess being distributed to
the several Committees was well digested and
arranged, and came hefore the Convention in
such order and with such elucidation by the
several Reports that the utmost harmony was
preserved and the conclusion and final action
of the delegates were almost without excep-
tion unanimous. © The attendance upon the
public Meetings was very good, and we have
brought away with us the impression that great,
very great good must result from this Session,

The Introductory Sermon by Rev. 8. Ro-
binson, was one of great value, and contained
a mass of statistical information, evidencing
great care and pains in its preparation ; some
of this with a general synopsis of the argument
we hope to have the privilege of submitting to
our readers.

The Foreign Missionary Meeting ou Mon-
day evening, was an excellent meeting, the
Report, which we place before our readers to-
day, together with the afflicting intelligence
from our beloved Missionaries, were caleulated
to awaken deep feeling, and made the occa-
sion. of earnest appeal to a large and attentive
congregation.

The Education Meeting on Tuesday fore-
noon’ was also an uncommonly interesting
meeiing.  In submitting the Report of the
Committee, Hon. J. W. Johnston delivered a
Speech with marked effort, and was followed
by Dr. Crawley in his ablest mauner, after
which a number of brethren presented their
appeals to a full house, and certainly we felt
that every Baptist might feel an honest pride
both in the enlightened views advocated and
in. the ability and resolution with which they
were enforced. \ el

On Tuesday evening the Report on Publi-
cations and on Colportage was submitted, and
no one meeting was characterized by more ap-
parent interest and conviction than this. e
think such a conception of its importance and
special adaptation to these Provinces was im-
parted by the brethren acquainted with the

bject as will warrant great hopes of its im-

contrdul has been committed to ;:ﬁogrd of

whom are of Nova-Scotia, and nine of New-
Brunswick.
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The following excellent articleias been se-
lected for-our paper by Elder JoseruCrannat,
and was referred to by him at the Association.

* Upon the first day of the week ct every one
of you lay by him in store, as God hath
prospered - kim, that there may be no gather-
ing when I come.”” —1 Cor. xvi. 2.

Let us make an application of this Divine
method of giving. 1. Personal respousibility
is an essential element of the Divine method.
Our Lord does not intend that the individuat
shall be lostin the mass. His eye is upon the
treasury; he observes cvery offering. The
rich may cast in wuch, but his eye is upon
every one. He ordews cvery one of us, on the
first day of the week to lay up in store as He
has prospered us. And He looks as.carefully
at the gift of the poor as at the gift of the rich.
He kindly takes notice of the love, the hard
labour, the self-denialsgof a poor diseiple who
presents a small oblatio. The turtle-dove,
the young pigeon, the two mites, the hard
earned shilling, given cheerfully, joyfully,
with a heart overflowine with faith and love
attracts the notice” of the * High and, lofty
One.”  Bat if there be among his professed
followers one, or two, or any othicr number
who present no oblation, how do you thiuk
the Ommipresent views them? They have no
treasury for God. They lay by nothing in
store. They have no present for Him in their
hand, nor in their house. He sees uothing in
all they possess designed for him, unless con-
nected with some seitinterest. Do you think
that Christ is pleased with such? "Phey may
think, indeed, that the Church to which they
belong docs much; and they ‘may think that
they shall p.ss along with the Church us being
bountiful.  But what theology, what logic, iis
this? The Church is bountiful; therefore
every member is bountiful! Do such expect
to die with the mass, to be judged with the
mass, to be admitted into heaven with the mass!?
Is it not written that every one of us shall
give an account of himself to God, and .dges
not the same authority erder that * Upon the
first day of the week every one of you shall
lay by in store, as God hath progpered him 1"
As certainly as every member of the Church
18 an individual being, just so certainly, js
every one ordered to lay by him in store, gs
God has prospered him. ,
2. The Divine method is feasible. Tn re-
gard to many plans there is doubt whether they
will operate well in practice, becanse it may
be difficult to carry them out; but there isnp
difficuity in regard to this for only one person
is concerned incarrying it out. Ie'is not
dependent upon any one but himself. ~ None
need inquire ‘whether the whole Charch, or
any considerable number, or even any ot
one, will do it ; it is-a persona! matter. Nog
can any one say he is mot able, for it is only
to lay by in store as God has prospered him,
it is the simplest of all methods, and can be
easily carried into effect'by exery one that de-
sires to do it. Let there be but a will'mg
mind, and you will do as did the contributors
to build the Tabernacle of the Tewple, or as
did the Gentile churches to relieve the poo
u.cheerful giver, and God - loveth a cheﬂ‘fg}
giver, , N )
3. The Divine method is for the best inte-
rest of the Chureh. Let every mewmber try i
at once. Itwill give new views to wany o
this most practicable subject. It will greatly
enlarge the mind.- It will give every one a
desire to arrange his affairs with system. It
will tend to inspire every one with cnergy.—
[t will dilate the heart with joy. It will ‘ope
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4. The Divine method carried out will fur-
nish abundant supplies. If one cent a week
fromr a million will furnish five hundred thou-
sand dollars, as the contribution of the Poor,

when the more able and rich shall lay by in
store as God has red them! Fifiy cents
are but the teathpart of five dollars. If every
one should adopt Jacob’s vow what an income
would annuaily flow into the Lord’s T'reasury,
for every ten dcMars, one; for every hundred
dollars, ten; for every thousand, a hundred.
But we are not_to suppose that the more able
will be content to give no supplies, if the Di-
vine method be carried out

5. The Divine method affords a test of
Christian love. In some parts of tlie world a
man becomes a Christian at the risk of his life.!
So it was generally during the first three han-
dred years after the Christian'era. And thus
were verified the words of Christ to his disci-
ples: “ Yeshall be hated of all nations-for my
name sake.” He added, *“ He that loveth his
life shall lose it. And he that hateth his life
for my sake shall find it.” But what is the test
of love to Christ? Sc many are called Chris-
tians that the name is far from being a term
of reproach. It requires no self denial, no
sacrifice, no cross, to assume the Christian
name at this time and in this country. What,
then, is a test of Christian love? Isit ortho-
dox doctrine? i it moral duty or religious
form; is it penance or abstinence; 1s it fre-
quent or lonug continued exercises of* prayer 1
Lord here ain I, send me and goes forth.—
When another perceives that he 1 not qualifi-
ed to go, but is wiling to doas much at home,
and deony himself as much, to encoarage and
sustain him that goes.  This is Christian love ;
and this is precisely what is needed i this
country at this time. For the sake of illes-
tration suppose that you were to deveie yonr-
seif and your all to the missionary cause, just
as the most devoted missionary of whom you
ever heard, and faber at home instead of going
abroad.  You live in as good a hoase, and
wear iy good apparel, and spread as good a tas
ble, @nd regulate all your expenses, and im-
prove all your time, and train your family, just
as you think'it becomes your brother, the mis-
sionary, to do; at tie sawe time yeu deny
yourself, as much, aud do all in your power
as mueh to promote the cause, 4s you expeets
¢d him to do.  In all these things you keep
the Lord Jesus Christ in view, and seek to
‘please him, and imitate his example, and bear
his eross, and seek his kingdom. You also,
as a true yokefellow, work shoulder to shoul-
dér with {hem wlio toil abroad ; pray as they/
pray, and feel ‘as they fee!, and hope as they
hope. . Tell me now, is not this Christian
‘Love? Tell me again, does not the Divine
method lead to this very course? s it not
then a test of Christian love 7 Ts niot this the
very thing ‘which is needed at this time and
in'this country ? It is not a bloody test, to be
sure: but is it'not as surely a test? Admit,
indeed, if it be demanded, that all this might
be without love to Christ; we costend too,
that a man might * give his body to be burn-
ed” without charity; but "this alters not the
inature of the test. It still stands good for this
purpose, and by  this must Christian love at
this day, and in this land, be tried. :

6. Finally, shall the Divine method be
gdopted and pursued? ' For one, I answer in
the affirmative. I will not preach to others
what I will not do myself. have weighed
this matter, and I 'beg you to allow me to state
to day, without being thought  ostentatious,
that 1 practised this method, substantially for
about thirty years.!' I do not say that'I' have

rospered me, but
that T have done the same as to the g
amount. | do not say that T have d
or his cause,; or the souls of men, or denied
myself and suffered so much ‘as T might
done, but I do say that I have during

(years, devoted ‘@ certain proportion, a tenth

;;least

of what God has given me, to his trea-
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what an abundant supply will be furnishedy

estimate the excellence of his kingdom”:n;é‘:Missiomry éntefnrises, should recommend iﬁ

to every one who loves Christ and4he souls of
men. It proposes: that something be done :
that it- be done now; that every Christizn \
should do it, and continue to do it It is net
ant oppressive method, but one ¢f equaiity. 1t s
no impracticable inethod, but ad~pted to the ¢ -
'igency of'the times, and adequ:te 1o all the de-
mandsof charity.” Tt is no novel invention, but
it has stood the test of ages. Nor is it just
now discovered, for it is written in the anci-
ent records. 'T'he methods of * the at
commission” urged it as appropriate to the
present wants of the world, as wbll as the Di-
vine authority. We expect of our missiona-
ries as much at least as this Divine method re
quires ; and why showld not every one of us
do as they do, and bring all our love and self-
 denial and practicvl energy upan this heaveniv
snterprise.  Who then is willing this day to
consecrate his service to the Lord and tq a
perishing world. IHis God be with, and make
him a blessing to thowsands of millions.”—
Amen.
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REPORT 0F TIRE BOARD 6F FOREIGN MISSIONS.

The Board of Foreign Missions once more
greet the. Convention of Neova-Scofia,: New-
Branswick, and Prince Edward Island, at the
close of another vear of their labours, with a
deep and solemn sense of the responsibility
which in the Providence of God has beeu
thirown upon thém, in relation to the exten-
sion of his kingdomr among the dask children
of benighted India. :

As most of the materials of information re-
specting the direct action of the Mission, fur-
nished by letters from India, have been alrea-
dy laid-before the publie in the pages. of the
Christian. Messenger, and of the Christian Vi-
sitor little detail on that head will be re
on the present occasion = on the labou
Board within the sphere of their own
it may be necessary to be more particular,
and to this the attention of the Convention will
be first directed.

It will be bered that at the time of
the last Report of the Board, and previousiy,
the subjeet which pressed most weightily on
their attenticn was the increase of the Missions
by the addition of another Missionary. Every
one aequainted with the history of Missions
feels the important application to them of the
principle, ‘* two'are better than one.” and of
the example of the Saviour in acting out
that principle when he sent forth his first Mis-
sionaries ““ two and two.” ' Brother Birpe,
bearing alone the burthen of his high endea-
vour to plang the standard of the Cross in
Mergui, had most strenuously pressed, again
and again, the fact of his ownexperience a«
one feeling the need of the application of thit
principle ; the Convention and the Public liad
concurred in the feeling; and with great ear-
nestness this Board applied themselves to the
task of seeking a suitable candidate for this
important office. Mach disappointment how-
ever attended their efforts,  Mr, Edward An-
derson, originally from Prince Edward Isiand,
as sprung from our own country and educated
in the midst of us, seemed to be pointed out,
by these and other circumstances, as likely to
meet the pressing wants of the

correspondence was accordingly opened with
bim. Hmm&hﬂq"«ﬂdﬁ’ftw Newton
in the United States to confer with the Board,
and for a considerable time they hoped he.
would have accepted the appointment.” It was

'thought necessary rer on the
Board to ‘connect with his ap)

art of
tion eventually fail ; 5 7
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