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CHRISTIAN VISITOR. 

"SAINT JOHN, FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 1849, 

Rev. John ind on laa te § us side he will 
be in this City next week, on his way to Bos- 
ton, to inake the phelps arrangements, and 
to effect Our brethren, we are as-|py, 
to Gl Foanys I never regret. pt vay The Col 
porteur Work is one of the most efficient agen- 
cies now employed in the christian world, and 
we only regret our want of means to prosecute 
it ‘more vigorously among the more scattered 
population - of these Provinces. Our friends 
are mot aware how easily this work might 
sustained, and how much more efficient ‘it 
might be’ nade if a few active Ladies in our 
different ‘churches would exert’ themselves, 
The Colporteur now depending upon his sales 
‘for his support must traverse the more populous 
‘parts and make hurried calls, ‘when if his 
“support could be independent he ‘hight pur- 
sue his work where'it is meh more needed, 
nd do more missionary work. 
+ In one community not extensive there is now 
a Society’ of ‘females contributing a penny a 
week for the Colporteur work in this Pro. 
vince. and four such Societies operating as ef- 
ficiently as this' would sustain a Colporteur, 
and we presume there are at least twenty vil- 
lages where it might be accomplished just as 
easily. 

Itt hopes that some of our devoted sisters 
will act upon this hint, we present the chief 
articles of the Constitution. 

kL “The object of this Society, (Female 
Mite Society) is to assist in supporting Col- 
portage under. the direction of the News 
Branswick Colportear Committee. 

2. “The Society shall consist of Members 
contributing One PENNY per week, to be col- 
lected weekly and paid into the Treasary, 

:8, “There shall be a Quarterly Meetmg of 
the Society to receive the Report of the Trea-| on 
surer, and to, appropriate the Funds, and to 
attend to any ether. requisite business.” 

+ Collectors from among. the - young Misses 
appoiped. pro Lon ayy on each: member 
weekly; or pay. any sum in 
pica eine and ve it, rg ped os the collec. 
tor's books is 

> Hopations: ct often ' be trade by bret 
ren to encourage thework, and when the Col- 
porteur was 'in the vicinity the Society might 
be convened and hear from his own: ig of his 
labours and success. 
. We think if this matter is prapeiin repre- 
sented, we may soon: hear of the right kind of 
movement. Our churches might mm this way 
redeem the pledges given at the Associations | sd} 
last year to aid the Committee ity bearing the 
expenses of the: outfit, Soo solish an rests 
upon therm. 

BF Though we have no formal Editorial this 
week our readers will mot complain of a lack 
of ‘original matter. We arg greatly cheered 
by the kindness of our correspondents, Their 
contributions, in addition to our selections; 
and the English news, will, we are sure, minke 
-the Visitor: doubly ‘welcome this week. «p01 
Pav—~We. those wlio are expecting #0 

avail themselwes” of the discount by advamce| 
pay will rememben that it must be paid ta the 
Agent previous to their receipt of the 14th 
number, if their subsaription commences with 
Ist number of the volume, L%7" See Terms 
(JF, Directions in: wo vol pin ph 
tended 10. * Remittance safe. | 
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p of the Lorp's Surrer, and the 
s of Christians to observe it stated- 

@ comand of Cumist. 

It 9 not be impropet for me in writin 
upon this subject to make some fs Tov 
the erp of administration of this sacra- 
mont, ; A institution, Christ said, * as 
often’ as " rad rig bread and drink this cup, 
ye do show forth the Lord’s death till he come.” 
The word often 1 believe can never be recon- 
ciled to once a year or to once a quarter, or 
even to once a month, but to as often as a 
church can attend to it with decency .and 

we cannot as well attend to that deat 
service once every Lord's day, as once a 
year, or once a month. 

| Im Acts ii. 42, it is said of the Sires ddbiris- 
tans: “ And they continued steadfastly in the 
Apostles doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread and in prayer. In Acts 
xx. ¥, we read that ‘the disciples at Troas, 
met. on the first day of the week to. break 
bread, and in 1 Cor. x. 16, we find the term 
breaking of bread applied to the Lord’s Sup- 
per: “The bread which we break, is it not 
the communion of the body of Christ.” In 
1 Cor. xi. 20, the Apostle connects their 
coming together, and the Lord's Supper in 
such a manner as to leave the impression that 
one chief object at least, of their assembling 
was to attend to the communion of the Lord's 
Supper. 

It may be noticed i also in proof of 
this point, thatthe Same evidence usually 
adduced as authorizing the cbservanee of the 
first day of the week tsther than the seventh, 
as the christian Sabb&t 1 supports so 
an observance of the supper: See 1 €or. xvi. 
IR 2 Aets xx: 7. 1 Cor. xi 1823. + 
What the first churches did with the ap- 

tion of the: Apostles, I believe is 
hands to be considered the rule.for us. 

p 

That they did ‘meet on the first, day of the 
week, ‘is plain from the above quoted: pas- 

the sages, hence our authority for 
firstuday of the week as the christian Sab 
sot did continue steadfastly in the 

arid fellowship, and in 
+ that they did meet on the first day 

the'week ‘to break bread is as plain, and hengelt 
our authority for the frequent obbgiyiey of] 
this ordinance. 
We would not by what we urge here be 

understood as restricting the observance of 
the ordinance to the Lord's day. The Sup- 
per wis to commemorate an event which did 
not gecur in the Sabbath; that is, as Christ 
said; * the Lorp’s pEATH” which occurred on 
Friday. ‘It Was instituted by our Saviour: on 
the ‘evening of Thursday, * the night in 
which he ‘was betrayed.” Observing the 

Coleman, in his Christian Antiquities (page 
y) refers to the testimony of Justin Martyr 

"dn fivor of Bubday us the Lord's day, giving 
two reasons; one is, that 

the dead on that day ; - = 
called dies panis—t Ir val with 
evident allusion to the lebration of the 

support “of this to Tertullian, Cyprian, 
Am ‘Augustine, and Chrysostom, and 
remarks thereupon that the weekly celebra- 
tion of the sacrament was strongly fecom- 
mended at the reformation. The testimony 
of the celebrated historian Neander, agrees 
with this as we see by reference to his history 
of the church (section 3, on christian life 
and worship (d). “ Originally, the general 
celebration of the supper of the. lerd was a 

y|mark- of ‘daily communion: -: When these 
daily assemblies could no longer take place, 
the supper of the Lord became an essential 
part of the Sunday worship. It was held 
necessary that all the christians resident in 
the town should constantly continue in union 
with the Lord and with his church, by par- 
taking of this communion.” 

Calvin in his institutes (book 4,) writes 
* Let us remark that the Lord's Supper might 
be most properly administered, if it were set 
before the church very frequently, and at 
least once every week.” Speaking of the 
Apostolic church he says, “The invariable 
custom was that no assembly of the church 
should be held without the word being preach- 
ed, prayers being - offered, the Lord's Supper 
administered, and alms given. That this was 
the order established among the Corinthians, 

[may be fairly concluded from the Epistles of 
Paul; and it is well known to have been fol- 
lowed for ‘many ages after.” That every 
member was required to partake, he proceeds 
to show—* Henee those ancient cannons, 
which are attributed to Anacletus and Calixtus, 
that after the consecration is finished all shall 
communicate on pain of expulsion from the 
church; and the ancient ‘cannons which are 
ascribed to the apostles say, that those who 
continue not to the end, and receive not the 
sacramcnt, ought to be eorrected as disturbers 
of the church. ‘In ‘the council of Antioch 
also it'was' decreed, that those who enter into 

;| the church hear the iderhion; and retire from 
communion, be excluded from the church 

oy abl have corrected 3%" 
” a8" Seott’ the cel coimimen- 

tator id Episcopalian, remarks on Acts ‘xx. 
7, as rede ig “ Breaking of bread or com- 
memorating the death of Christ, was one 
chief end ‘of their assembling. “This ordin- 
ance ‘seems to hive been constantly ‘adminis- 
tered every Lord's day.” The distingutshed 
John Wesley, after fifty years r “on 
the subject, decides that “christians ‘should 
shew forth ‘the Lord's death every - ‘Lord's{50¢ 
day, (see sermon 106 on Luke xxii. 19,) and} 

infin a’létter to America, 1784, ogee in the 

| Babbathion the: first day commemorates: 
resurrection “of the Saviour; so as. my 
ments they spéak to the church and the w 
of two distinet events, the one of the death, 
the: «other of the resurrection of the Lefd|i 
Jesus, and they are not therefore eres: 
urge, but rather for general couvenie 
and affect, affording to the 'greatest numb 
of christians the benefit of the ordinance, ant 
testify to the greatest number: of peaple : 
pe provi fact. d 

et me: mot herein be dhasideved by. dif 
as intruding my sentiments, uncalled up 
your readers to create discussion among the 
Lawrite atthe request of several of my breth 
lin thé ministry who are ofien pdined by 
1|absence of members from the Lord's Tak 

us| and-who thereby so far as their infiuence 
tends counteract a quinister's 'uséfainess | 
justifying their children: and friends and t 
abconverted generally, in neglecting at 
caprice ibrar bm Ft 
ng. Wh ve to 

begaticotief our churches in the mont 
) > of the Surrer, and have confc 
d to it, yet I could not give a candid. s 

ohhe nd argumen 

ry] 

advise the clfers 1" admin says, “1 also 
ef advise ster the Lord's 

every Lord's day.” John Brown of! 

{hom we have egos quoted, p 

y = Wine: Akad in; pl 

i 
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| Hddimgeon , auther of ae Dictionaty of the| 
Bible, a Primi a man whose praise is 
in all the churches, has written a treatise upon 
the subject to whieh we may refer the reader 
as neither time nor - “space will allow’ farther, 
quotations. 

The great reformer John Caton from 

sacrament on that day. He refers also in| 

thanksgivings should be rendered, and praises: 
sung to God: and to close’ the whole, the 
church should be dismissed in peace.” 

| In my next and concluding letter I will 
p resent the argum t from th eharac- 

r of the ordin of th w amens 

~ April 16, 1848. ‘SamueL Rosson. 

[For THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR. ] 

“» MARTE SCOP. 

Sketch of the iris pr; History of Sabbath 
Schools. ¢ 

Before dismissing the brief and very amper-. 
fect sketch of the history of Sabbath Schools, 
as given in my last communication, it maybe. 
as well to point out some of the defects of 
those at first established, dnd the improvements 
which greater knowledge and experience have 
introduced into the whole system of Sabbath 
School instruction. It has sometimes been al- 
leged against the venerable Father of Sabbath 
Schools, that he aimed at the subordinate and 
comparatively unimportant object of civilizing 
the children of the lower orders, rather than 
at the paramount end of implanting in their 
hearts the saving truths of the Bible. Phy 
allegation has rested on the too literal inter- 
pretation of language employed by Mr. Raikes 
himself, in which he deseribes his enterprise 
as ‘‘ an attempt at civilization ;” .and also on 
the fact of the instruction introduced in his. 
schools being to a considerable extent secular, 
But if we remember what was the mental and 
moral condition of the childten first brought 
under the influence of his. system, and of what 
nature the earliest efforts to train them must 
necessarily have been, we shall not be sur- 
prised that he spoke of these efforts-as an at. 
tempt at’ eivilization. 1t'is true indeed that 
the salvation of the souls committed to the 
care of the teachers did not ‘command the 
attentionit.deserved—(doesit command it even 
now ?)—nor were the means and instrumen- 
talities employed well adapted to its attain- 
ment ; but” we have seen from Mr, Raikes" 
own words previously ' quoted, that relirious 
education formed a prominent part of hid de- 
sign, and was by no’'means neglected. It 
shoul also be recollected that all rin ro- 
du are imperfect, | 
fancy; and that it would be’ 
to demand that the first hero and aeping 
of his'simple but mighty Kili should have 
exhibited the maturity” of ‘excellence.’ Sill, 
while “defending the character of" Mk. Waikes 
from wr he “iy tations, it (2 
knowledged that in thé cartier 8abb 8a 
too much of a secular, and In too little of 4 
es aspect was given to’ the Studies por- 

It is stated thi t in Some, not 
only ‘reading and writing, but the bora 
of arithmetic and the keeping actolints wero 
taught. These instances were however not 
numerous ho 5 bus since [ceased ‘wo 
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