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#What a strange procedure was that in a cer- 
La igh pice to vote ainst the construc- 

from St. John to Shediac ! 
I ordid grt ou from St. John to Monkton, 

was struck with the beauty, and natural 
ities of the country. I travelled to 

ng rd and P. E. Island, and back again, 
Dorchester, to Sackville— Who could 

lock at the rivers and creeks—the rich alluvial 
sofls—thé mountains of iron—and abundant 
strata of coal, gypsum, &c. ‘and not desire 
to have Rail Roads constructed, and every 
facility given to bring these invaluable gifts 
of God forth, for the use and service of his 
oreature, man 1—I hope the time is jot" far 
distant, ‘when wiser councils will give every 
possible facility to form Rail Roads all over 
your extensive provinces. But I am leaving 

the spiritusl for the temporal. Yet, I cannot 
foe indifferent about these things—for I can 
truly say, I wish to see the population, in 
every. tl ng, rosper—in temporal as well as 

in al things. 
ice to observe that your devoted and 

osteemed colporteur, brother Tabor is still so 
usefully engaged in the work of enlightening 
the population. How does the Union Society 
prosper? Do the brethren generally enroll 
themselves as members? They really should 
do so. I have just.written so; fully on this 
subject to the * Christian Messenger” that I 
do not like to trouble your columns at this 
time, in saying what I could wish in regard 
to it. ‘What objects can be so important as 
those embraced by the Union Society? low 
small the amount solicited to prosecute those 

ant objects ! 
. You will see from your exchanges, that the 
work.of conversion is going on in many of] 
our churches. The interest seems to increase 
and extend—God grant it! 

Your's affectionately, 
Janes FArQuHARSON, 

Agent, A. & F. B.S 

© "NEWS BY TUE ENGLISH MAIL. 
[From the New-Branswicker.) 

Modification of the Navigation Laws— Great 
Victory in India—Impeortant from Italy— 
Improving aspect of Commercial Affairs. — 
&e &¢t &e, 
The Royal Mail Steamer i areivd 

at Halifax yesterday morning, at. 10} o'clock, 
in less than 10 days from Liverpool, bring-{ goi 
ing 11 passengers for Halifax and 43 for New 

3 ork, 
The distance between Halifax and St. John 

wgs accomplished by the express in fifteen 
hogrs and twenty minutes running time! 

iverpool dates are to the seventh instant. 

Toe. @rintian Visitor. 
The Corn markets continue in the same 

state of depression as last noticed. Prices have 
again receded. At Liverpool the trade was 
dull, and on the 5th Flour was nominal at 22s. 
6d. to 23s. 6d. per barrel—the latter only ob- 
tainable for the best brands of Ohio. Indian 
Corn 27s. to 28s. for white, and 29s, 6d, for 
prime yellow. Indian Corn Meal 12s. 6d. to 
13s. 6. per barrel. 
A fair amount of business has been trans- 

acted in Iron since last steamer, at former 
rates. 

PARLIAMENTARY. 
IMPORTANT AMENDMENTS IN THT NAVIGA- 

TION BILL. 
The Nav igation Bill before Parliament has 

undergone a very material change. = The 
principle of * Tetahalog upon those nations 
which would vot concede those advantages to 
England which she freely accorded to them, 
has been disapproved of by Mr. Gladstone, 
who thought that this reserved right would i a 
volve the Government in perpetual di 
with foreign nations. He has accordit i 
brought forward a new scheme, by which 

the one to apply to the foreign trade, and the 
other. to embrace the colonial and coasting 
trade ; and to make the bargain with foreign 
countries ‘“ constitutional” upon their granting 
equivalent advantages to Great Britain. Mr. 
Labouchere, under the plea that the difficulties 
respecting carrying duty-paid tobacco, coast- 
wise for instance, are found to be insuperable 
in practice, has withdrawn the whole of the 
clauses having reference to the coasting trade ; 
and the Navi rigation Bill now stands in much 
the same position as it did last year as respects 
its actual provisions, but with a redaced ma- 
jority in its favour in the House of Commons. 
The Bill has gone through the Committee, 
and the third reading is fixed for an early day 
after the Easter recess, when another struggle 
will then take place. 

House or Commons, s, Whilaseday, April 4, 

THE COLONIES. - 

« Lord J. Russel moved that the House, on 
rising, should adjourn to Monday, the 16th of 
April. Ee 

Mr. Hume thought the House ought not to 
adjourn without considering the state of the) 
col , in many of which contentions 
most unsatisfactory nature, and most discre ited 
ble to “the Colonial Government, were’ now 
go ingon. He instanced , particulary, Jamaica, 
anada, Demerara, and ‘Ceylon, but said that 

in all the colonies there existed, more or less, 
causes of discontent against the mother coun: 
try. He, therefore, moved that thé adjourn- 
ment should only be to the 14th instant. 

Lord J. Russell defended the colonial ad- 
The news will be found of the highest i Interest. iministration at great length, calling the obsér- 

Parliament has adjourned until the "16th 
inst, for the Easter recess. e two main 
objects which have divided its attention have 
been the Navigation Bill, and the ““ Rate in 
Aid Bill” for Ireland, which latter has branch- 
ed out into a general debate on the policy to 
be pursued towards that country. 1t will be 
lk that the Navigation Bil has undergone 
some important amendments. : 
The news from India is still of a warlike 

character, ah i more favourable for the British 
h have once more been victorious 
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vations about Canada stale, as having been 
repeated for tem years, and unfounded, ‘as 
Canada never was in a state of more peacea- 
ble and loyal content than at the present mo- 
ment. He also ‘alluded to the condition of{'® 
fortyghree colonies, maintaining that, genérial- 
ly speaking, they ‘were. peaceable and well 
affected, and that the exceptions were in 
those colonies only which had recently been 
deprived of the monopoly of the home mar 
kets for their produce. 
The amendment was Withdrawn, and the 

motion agreed to. 

IRELAND. 
The intelligence from Ireland does not poss! 

sess any new feature of importance. Distr 
continues to be severely felt among the peasan- 

mee vation, 

IMPORTANT FROM INDIA. 
DEFEAT OF THE SIKH ARMY. 

The mail of the 4th of March from B 
bay brings intelligence (Rx e theatre o 
war in the Punjaub to the 21st of Ear 

ight by the ig 
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proposes to divide the law into two branebia; " 

{sold at £7 to £7 10s. per: standard. 

ot 3s. each for 9xOx4}; 

try, and the Galway ‘Mercury contains some| 
{heart-rendering accounts of deaths from star<| | 

ammunition, as well as his standing camp, in 
possession of the victors who were engaged 
in the pursuit of the dispersed Sikhs when the 
intelligence left. 
The news of this victory reached Bombay 

by express late at night of the the 3rd of 
March, and a royal salute was fired in its 
honour on the 4th, at one o'clock in the afier- 
noon. The steamer started in the ‘evening of| 
the 4th for Suex. 
The victory was announced in the follow- 

ing in the following proclamation ;— 

“ NOTIFICATION: » 
‘‘ FOREIGN = DEPARTMENT. 

Camp, Ferozerorg, Feb. 28. 
‘“ The Governor-General has the gratifica- 

tion of intimating to the President'in Couneil, 
and notifying for public, information, that he 
has this day received a despatch from 
Major Makeson, C. B. agent to the 
Governor-General, with the Comimander-in- 

| Chief, on the 21st inst. attaked ‘and routed 
the Sikh army in the neighbourhood of] 

| Goojerat. 
“2. The enemy was hese at every point, 

and retreated in disorder, leaving in the hands 
of the British troops, by whom he was pursu- 
ed, a great frapsicn of his artillery, ammunition, 
and the ' f his standing camp. 
“3. The official despatches 'of his Excel 

lency the Commander-in-Chief will be pub- 
lished as soon as they are received. 

“ 4. The Governor-General directs that a 
salute of 21 guns shall be fited at every prin- 
cipal station of the army on the receipt of] 
this notification.—By order of the Right Hon. 
the Governor-General of India. 

H. M. ELuior, 
‘ Secretary to the Government of ‘India, 

with the Governor<General. 

ITALY. 
Defeat and Abdication of Charles Albert ! 

The war so unwisely re-commenced by the 
King of Sardinia in'Italy has terminated more 
speedily than could have been expected, and 
has proved, as was predicted, most disastrous 
to im. He has not only been beaten in the 
field, but has subsequently found it necessary 
to abdicate his throne in favor of his son and 
fly to France. 

Liveréoor, TIMBER BR MARKER March 31. 
Since our report of the 1st iustant the ar- 

rivals from British America consist of only 2 
vessels, G18 tons, against 5 vessels, 6225 tons 
last year. The demand from the country is 
still very limited. 

Pine Timber—Of St. John, one cargo of 
year’s import, 184 inches average, was sold in 
the yard at 183d per foot, the buyers payin 
yarding expenses. One of last year, 17 
and one of the year 1847, 198 inches, at at 10d 
per foot. Of Quebec six cargoes have been 
sold, viz:—three of the old cargoes, some 
pore imported, at 14d to 144d, and ‘three of] 

st year at 15d per foot: | 
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia Fir 

Planks, &¢c.—Of St. John Spruce two cargoes 
(a large proportion being 3-inch Battens) 
rg at £7 7s. pov per standard ; a cargo 

quality at £8 2s, and in small parcels 
from the yard, some middling, at £8 Bs. to 
£8 10s. per. standard. By auction at Birken-| 
head a cargo of Prince Ed. Island Spruce was 

i! . 

Railway Sleepers—Two parcels. of Saint|. 
John ose 2 sold at 3s. 3d. each Toe np 

PROVINCIAL er pest 

: RAILROAD BILL. 
Tie Fredericton Reporter of Fri fornishentbe 

pm notice of its reception. in a Lagisletive 
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in|eaid, alt ade) way of the Bil 
—a Bill 0 anich he wea or f cing ‘warm ade 
vocate—would nevertheless be well understood by 
the people, and visited with ‘the odium which tv 
deserved. To thie: Mr. Simonds replied, and ‘he 
wished the Reporter to give his statement publicity 
—that he was 10 every way opposed to the Bill as 
a dreadful outrage upon the people: and that be 
would take every means in his power to defeat it, 
“Several other hon. members here spoke, but as 
we mean to report the conversation, forsuch it was, 
we: on eing before the House—in proper time, 
fwe forbear now adverting to their speeches. Mr. 
Botsford again complained that Mr. Simonds did 
not meet the Bill on the broad principle of oppoei- 
tion, and propose its postponewent for three moothe 
hut Mr. Simonds proved inexorable in pushing his 
amendment, when their Honors divided, as follows 
Content—Honble. President, hon. "Meéssre. Patch, 
Hill, Owen, Minchin, Peters, Simonds,” Ilarrison, 
and Davidson, 9. Non-comtent—Hon. ‘Messrs. 
Botsford, Shore, Robertson, Solicitor General, 
Johnston, and Hazen, 6. We should remark in ad- 
dition, that three of the hon. gentlemen who voted 
in the minority, namely, Messrs. Kinnear, Robert 
son, and Shore, stated that ther object in voting ne 
they did, was not from any desire to sustain the 
Bill, being as yet partially ignorant of its provi 
sions ; but in order to give that time for its discus- 
sion, whish it could not have by defering itemecand 
reading till to day.” 

The Bill for issuing £60,000 Provincial Paper, 
wos rejected in the Council on Wednesday, On 
Tuesday, all the appropriations for the services of 
the Couriers, were also lost in the Couneil.— Rep © 

LEGISLATIVE ; hiphn Cramer. 
Eredericion, Saturday, April 14, 1849. 

Tins day at twelve o'clock His Excellency tha 
Lieutenant Governor came in the vsual state to the 
Council Chamber, and being seated on the Throne, 
commanded the attendance of the House of Assemn- 
bly, who being come, His Excellency wus plessed’ 
to close the Sesdion with the following Speech: 
** My. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the 

Legislative Cowncil, 
“ Mr. gash Tp and Genllemen of the House of 

“T close the present Session of the Legislature 
with the conviction that you have applied your 
selves to the business of the Country in a spirit of 
earnest endeavour to do all in your power to pro- 
mote the prosperity and happiness of our People. - 
“It is on Dwine. Providence we mus rely for 

crowning these. efforts with success ; and 4 feel 
perfectly confident, thst if we are blessed with an 
abundant Harvest, the Agricultare, Commerce, 
and Revenue of the Colony will ‘spring wp with 
renewed v mt y Cos 

liberal manner in whieh ‘have, b 
pons Alenia to Her Most Gracious 4 
the views expressed hy me wilh reference 10 Rail. 
Roads, deserves ackwowledginent on wy part, and 
I hope will lead to practica results of the hizhest 
importance, “The Acts relating to Railways, to 
the settlement of industrious Emigrants, the en: 
couragement of Agriculture, and the improvement 
of the great River Saint John, ate calculated to 
develope the resources of the Provinee. 
“Of all the however, mhih, yon have 

thie: Session, none will reality more 
eneficial to the Commonity, bh “ie for the’ 

consolidation and amendment of the Law. ~~ 
“wIt is of the utmost nce that ite’ provi- 

sions should be readily if both to those 
who administer it as roll and 10 those who 
are.only bound by it as Subjects. 
“ Mr. ray Genllemen. of the. House of 

nm 93% 1 

“1 thank gow. for te Supplies. for the . Public 
Service which you have ted, | 23. 9% 
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