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[From the Watchman and Reflector.) {what the counsellors or the judges say for of|thousand. In two extensive districts of A STEAMBOAT INCIDENT.
. ALMOST HOME, against bi:'- bT’l:e lW:;hm;n is not,o:‘rd‘-'o'- Wales, the English alone is used. The| It was a pleasant evening, when a few
_{count of his birth, placed under any. civil dis-| wealthier portion of ‘the population, where christian friends sdkide thes
ly llltlel:g::i:ydal;;gﬁ?i:;dzﬁgl:g:ega&sh:i: e::d abilities, but he cannot fill any office under | the Welsh prevails, understand English. All froms New-York tow;r:'m. hﬂ:ur ¢

to her spiritual comdition, calmly replied,
“ I'm almost home I : ]
", When 'mid the busy scenes of life,

Victorious in temptation’s strife— J
With treasures stored in Heawen above
Through faith in Christ’s redeeming love,
‘The aged matron feels the breath, :
“The icy touch of rathless death,
‘Resigned, she views the world to come,
Aud feels, with joy, she’s *‘ almost home.”

1

The world canwow no comfort give,
Nor from the ﬁ;asp of death rehieve ;

Its pleasures all have passed away

Like yapor”neath the burning ray, ~
But trusting in redeeming grace,,

She forward looks to that bright place
Beyond life's dark and.dreary gloom,
And feels, indeed shé's* * almast home.”

‘What thoughaffliction be her cup,, ..
Aad joy in sorrow swallowed up
“I'hough soon the tender cord be b
“That binds to earth, by Death'’s fell
‘She hath a love that's purer far ... .
"'gl;aniall the ties qfi‘ friendship are,
“That Iy ber pathway to thetemb, .
ke el s ot o
A‘.: b!&;,ﬁin'l).e’fﬁ':"i*’."ﬂ‘*;" bhoiis 2.7 Prgic ”‘,‘“ﬂ 4 :
s when aging te st 0 :
‘The gallant ship rides safe to shore,
No longer tossed on angry surge .
Or cast upon destruction’s verge—
So €he, with trust in heavenly power
To fearless meet'the trying hour,
When safely past life’s billowy foam
Will reach her bright, eternal Kome:

Waorcester, May 1, 1849. L.

The following will be read by many with
peculiar interest, and perhaps the more on

learning that it was written by Bro. Phillips,

Bro Dhilliperieitod Sl
pieo yot very kr

since, and is

ditor. k09 v "
E [From the Walchmen and Reflesior.]
The Character and present statc of tho

The Welsh are often said to bear a
resemblance to the Highland Scotch and
Irish. But this is said, not so mmm

{national pride of the Welsh. = Head the

B

L

bered. among the dead languages.

{languages meagre and feeble compared with
lheﬁnm 'l:g; “Cymraeg,” indeed, is, or
Jrather, was, ax ble | age. It was

gitthuthe eNOWJ

fv-'?’;‘
broke

{The Roman letters now universally used, are

ernment, without a thorough ksowledge
grov the English Janguage, nor can he, on his!

own account carry on extensive business with- Engl
out the same w&unm Had" the govern-

ment acted in this matter on more enlighten-
ed principles, they might have accomplished
their end before now, without wounding the
ago established free schools throngh,tliéﬂin-
cipality, on the same liberal plan as those of
New England, the Welsh would now be num-

But such a result as this the Welsh
are ‘extremely anxious to avoid. Their na-

aliesin, Aneu-,
’discours-

: awel
a, the Welsh ideal of a good prince and
political wisdom, legislated about the txgme
that the Saxons were putting on the'Norman
oke.  The bards paid great attention to the
;ﬁg?e; and brought it to a very high de-

imple elementary

sim sounds—nine more than in
the ; These were formerl’ represent-
ed by forty-three letters. This ancient alpha-

bet sesembles the old Hebrew characters.—

far #rom beimg adequate to represent all these
el Several double letters,
and in one instance, three letters are used to
express single articulate sounds.

The Welsh verb, pronoun and adjective are

: perfect than the corresponding parts of
speech in English. Euphonic chnaexgea are
more extensive than in the Greek language.
The plural of nouns is formed in two ways
~—by change of vowels and by terminations.
All substantives, however, may form their
lural by terminations. There are twelve
- be used indifferently for

gh some are, by nlar ¢

riated to words of a cult#r character,
living beings have

servation, as from ‘the suppo that,
cause they are nﬂoﬁww he
be alike.  But those who say this overly

: pxi&g-j

fact, that mankind,

- borto fet. excellent
o Tt el ;EQ\ ,«.cg';eit

wl
wh to say, names.
e another;

:-d class; inanimate things >
and abstract or_collective, substantives have
Nso the fx,“ terminations. . Such a er of

ings a vast sco 3"’{:5«
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peopls &a
tional pride isimmense. They deem all other|

e venerable,’
: th‘:fhigl?sh language| Fhe

. When well spoken, it is y. newspapers are now published
and musical ﬁ‘étlbn ""ﬁ"‘m i -and about fourteen monthly maga
re in the Welsh forty-three|zines, in Welsh. /

:— mental  diseipl
|literary, well and extensively

the clergy of the Establishment and most of

the Dissenting ministers can read and speak
ish. Owing to these circumstances, thé
sale of Welsh books is so limited, as to make
them very costly. Large and expensive works
xnot be published. Still, considering how

onfined the use of the language is, it may be
deemed very rich in poetry and theology.—
But it is fast falling into decay. I never have
known of a Welsh school. Elementary read-
ing books are very scarce. A Welsh gram-
mar, arithmetic and dictionary, wholly Welsh,
_never have see

the Welsh language. /nd Welsh-English and
ish-We fibnaries. It would be dif-
tto firid fr among the Dissenters
in Wales they are the most strenuous
for the preservation of the old language and
of distinct nationality—who has ever studied

the grammer of his own mother’s tongue.—
consequence is, that the language is now
in & very degenerate state. It is thickly be-
spatered with foreign words, ind the syntax
is-becoming more and more like the English.
The English language is gaining apace, and
as the education will improve, it will gain
more rapidly.. Quite a number of Eng ish

, in

Twenty years ago, education in Wales was
in'a misrerable state. There was no system,
no acknowledged standard, but every man did
as'was good in his own eyes. Free schools
were very rare. In market towns, there were
rrxpe institutions where the common Eng-
ish branches were taught. Here and there
through the country, a minister, wishing to
eke out a scanty salary, was in the habit of
taking a limited numbr of scholars. In thin-
ly peopled districts, years might pass away
without any kind of school.. More papulous
regions could command better advantages.—
The ordinary branches taught in rural districts
were reading, writing and arithmetic. ‘The
teachers, with scarcely an exception, were
very indompetent. They were men who had
run through their fortunes, or had in some
way been disabled to follow their ‘ordinary
business. It was very seldom that any of
them knew how to read English, much less to
understand and speak it. Indeed, there was
no effort ‘made to teach the language at all.
Their pronuneiation could not
Matters now are greatly
;rgdiudk.ﬁmw: of still

ci

Still, there was, twenty ‘years since, much

ine in Wales. Scientific and
read persons,
were few, but there werc many wide awake
and ‘active intellects, sound thinkers, and
acute : ‘could criiici‘se
ment than the
hanics

1

ee, ling, God’s p

n. There are grammars of|go

Queeti Chthérine, when she w

was gliding swiftly over the smooth surface.
These friends were sitting together behind the
ladies’ cabin, retired from the rest of the pas-
sengers. Here they commenced singing fa-
miliar hymns. And the music of Coronation,
and other popular airs, eventually attracted no
small company both of performers and spec-
tators. It so happened, that. there was among
the passengers, unknown to the christian
singers, a famous comic actor. He, it seems,
conceived the purpose of amusing himself by
acting a part somewhat unusual for him.—
with all the gravity of a staid christian,
he addressed the persons that had been sing-
ing, as his christian. friends, and informed .
them that there was a missionary on boand ;
and proposed that a contribution should be
taken up for hiin. . The others remarked,
that it was proper that they should first have
an gpportunity, to see and hear him, that they
might ii'ld‘e of his claims upon their:patron-
age. Khe actor assented ; and more
accustomed to acting Jim Crow, tham to ar-
ranging the preliminaries for a sermon, he
went direct to the in and got ission
to occupy the cabin with an addrass by the
missionary..  He then went to the- cabin and

with all gravity . required the eard-players
to lay aside tbe?r ow?uthu-uﬂn&o way
the missionary. he obedience was in-

for
stantaneous and universal. Fhe missionary
was introduced, a young modes¢ preacher con-
nected with some Baptist mission—a stranger
alike to the actor and to the any.
ing thus called upon by he knew not whom,
he could do no ‘less than to give them a dis-
course appropriate to his vecation. He did
it, and his hearers were deeply interested in
the facts which he related, and the appeals
which he made.
At the close of his discourse, the Come-
dian arose, as grave as before, and remarked
that he had previously determined to eom-
mence the contribution, by giving five doilars,
but he had been so much nterested in what
he heard, that he should double the sum and
commence withten dollars,
round the hat, and
more than thirty dts?uu, and paid it over to
the missionary, The scene passed away ; the
passengers, retired to rest, and nene but those.
who knew the man, had any suspicion, that
he was acting a comedy for his own amuse-.
: Indeed, in the morning he was seen.
introducing his wife to the,mi » all ap-
yari,ng as grave as before,
But the ial point of the incident is that
which reveals the providence of God.  The.
missionary informed some of the contributors:
afterwards, how opportunely the contribution,
came, He wason a } Yy, and his money
was, exhausted, and was in great straits,
and previous to . this unlooked for oo~
currence, he. was casting in his mind with,
grectpeq:lam » What he should do? - 8o it
W

had to-send to Holland or Flanders for it, _'



