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WHAT TROUBLED ME. 

©“ THAT CHRISTIANS PIOUS EXAMPLE TROU- 
BLED ME.” 

So said a youthful inquirer as he was lately 
asked what had “aroused his attention to reli 
gion. He referred to one whose personal cha- 
racter was from day to day displayed before 
him. Many and deeply interesting themes of 
thought were started by that statement. 

1. Genuine modern piety is like the anci- 
ent. David would cry, “ Restore me unto the 

joy of thy salvation, and uphold me by thy free 
spirit—so shall I teach transgressors thy ways, 

and sinners shall be converted unto thee.” — 

“« And they took knowledge of them that they 

had been with Jesus.” Ancient piety bore 
down with great power on the ‘consciences 
and hearts of men. It spoke for God and 

eternity in a language so clear and loud that 
it broke the sinful peace of worldly minds, 
and sent them trembling to ask what they 
should do to be saved. Modern piety does 
the same. It uses just such language in the 
ears of sinners, and produces the same results, 
They are both links in the same golden chain’ 
of God’s mercy to men. 

2. Were Christian character every where 
what it ought to be, how rapidly might con- 
versions be multiplied. The number of no- 
minal Christians 1s great. They are found in 
every community ‘one or more in five out of 
seven of the families in cur congregations.— 
In addition, therefore, to all the other means of 
grace, how much moral power is here to ope- 
rate on sinful minds, provided christian cha- 
racter take the elevated station demanded of 
it. Sinners in that case would meet in all di- 
rections with orbs of light pouring their sanc- 
tifying radiance upon them. Thesé saints 
shining in the beauty of holiness, would com-| 
pel sinners constantly to see the painful and 
alarming contrast between themselves and the 

and by the visibility of their good works, 
others would be led to glorify God. How de- 
sirable to throw around every traveller in the 
in the dowaward road a cordon of such agen- 
cies which shall so powerfully retard his dan- 
gerous progress! Let him escape from that 
frown upon his guilty life which is given by 
one pious disciple to meet that of another.— 

[From the New Yok Evangelist.) 

Docs Election Destroy Free Agemey. 
The doctrine of election is simply this § God 

determined, before the world was, to save cer- 
tain persons of the human family. Wha, 
now, is free agency ? It consists in a capacity 
to know what is right and what is wrong ac- 
cording toa law—to choose, prefer or like one 
or the other—and to act according to that 
choice, or préference, or liking. * The being 
who has intellect to know duty, heart to like 
or dislike a duty, and physical liberty to act 
according to his likes or dislikes, is a perfectly 
free moral agent. He has every thing that 
can posssibly be desired or conceived as be- 
longing to free agency. He has every thing 
that belongs to the free moral agency. of God 
himself. ” : 
Now, if the doctrine of election destroys 

[ree agency, it must be because it destroys it 
in some one of the three things just named ; for 
if it destroys neither of the three, but leaves 
all three in as perfect exercise as if there was 
no election, then the objection falls to the 
ground. 

But with which of the three does election 
interfere? Does it teach that man does not 
act as he chooses? If it teaches this in re- 
spect to any man, it certainly does in relaticn 
to the man who is elected. For whatever in- 
fluence it may be supposed a decree of elec- 
tion exerts-on those not elected, it will not ‘be 
denied that it exerts an - influence, at least 

equally direct and as. much inconsistent with 
free agency upon the elecied. . Does the doc- 
tine of clection teach, that the man elected 
dees not act as he chooses, or according to his 
picference and liking? In what? 
does not move his hand, or tongue, or muscles 
as he wills? That he does not read his Bible, 
or pray, or attend on public worship if he 
chooses, or that he performs those duties when 
he chooses not to? Does election teach or im- 
ply this? Or does it teach or imply that the 
elected man, in any one thing, acts without a 
choice, or not according to his choice? Erve- 
ry one sees that it teaches nothing of the 
kind. 

Does election, then, interfere with either of 
the constitucats of free agency? 
Does it take away from a man the capacity 

“Let him be obliged to feel that he must meet, to know what is right and what is wrong !— 
wherever he tarns his eyes, striking specimens) Does Gbd’s determination to save the elected 

: Let him feel that 
he is hedged about by travellers to Mount 
Zion, where beautiful examples shall constant- 

‘be the circumstances of sinners, and how many 
“more of them might we not see setting their 
own faces toward the kingdom of Heaven! 

8. How sublime the relation which one hu- 
man being can hold to another ? 
falling tree, I hear the earnest inquiry about 
salvation. Ere long I see a face radiant with 
the joys of God's a SL the idea of a sou! 
“now on terms of happy harmony with Infinite 
Love. As Ilook with joy unspeakable, cn 
the effect, I look for its cause; and while I 
find that in the infinite compassion of God, I 
find that the pious example of an humble an 
obscure Christian has been employed in this 
work of mercy. God used that disciple’s mo- 

careless soul, and to lead it to set ifs face to- 
wards the realms of glory. And if one dis- 
ciple’s holy example is thus used, why may 
not another and another be thus used? Why 
may not every Christian feel that God is willing 
to use him in this manner? What dignity and 
honoar can thus be conferred upon the saints ! 
What a privilege to be used as the channel 
of the Eternal Comforter’s communications 
with the immartal spirits of men—to be used 
as an agent in bringing men into the glorious 
liberty of the sons of God! 

Disciple! you may shine in the beauty of] 
holiness, and the radiance of your example 

I see the|dislike, choose or not choose duty? 

man destroyTin that man, the power of dis 
cerning truth and error? Does it obliterate 
his knowledge of law and duty? Does it di- 
minish the capacity or the actual attainment 
in the slighest degree? No person can main- 
tain that it does. 
And as to the other point. Does election 

interfere with the man’s capacity to, like or 
Election 

implies that God will certainly and infallibly 
save the man: but dces this imply any in- 
fringement of the man’s capacity for choosing 
or rejecting? Dogs it operate upon his na- 
ture, so that truth and duty presented to his 
mind awaken no feelings either of like or dis- 
like?" Unless it teaches this, it teaches noth- 
ing that interferes at all with man’s capacities 
and powers of choice. 

Perhaps, however, the objector will say that 
the election of the man makes it absclutely 
certain that he will ike duty, and choose truth, 
and walk the right path. But I ask, does this 
infringe or diminish the man’s capacity for 
choice, or in any way destroy his free agency ? 
If'it is certain that a man will feel and choose 
as he ought, does it follow that he isnot a free 
agent? If'so, then God is not and cannot be 
a free agent. For what can possibly be more 
certain than that God will infallibly feel and 
choose as he ought. i 
From this analysis of the\constituents of free 

election teaches nothing which interferes in the 
least degree with man’s capacity to know 
truth and duty—his capacity te lov i may awaken to deepest intensity the thoughts) 

of sinful minds around you. You may se 

Will you not be that Christian ? 
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Hints to Ministers. 
A sermon should be made for a. text, and 

not 4 text found for a sermon.—Burncti. 
In preaching, study not to draw applaases, 

but groans from the hearers.<Jecomb. 
We want nothing but the return of apostol- 

ical simplicity, self-denial, and Tove, to bring 
a Pentecostal effusion of the Spirit upen our 
ministrations,—Bridges. a coca 

Steep your sermons in your hearts before 
you preach them.-—Bishop Felton. 

Choose rather to teach than to charm, to 
convert than to be admired, to foree tears than 
applause. Give up everything to secure. the 
salvation of your hearers.—{x1lbert. 

Brethren, if saving souls be your end you 
will certainly intend it out of the pulpit, as in 
it.—Baxzxter. 

The life of a pious clergyman is visible 
rhetoric.— Hooker. 

Satan would have me while away my life in 
inactivity, under pretences of modesty, - diffi- 
dence, and humility, and he is never wanting 
to furnish me with excuses for delaying or 
shifiing service.— 1, Srott. ; 

The Christian minister should endeavour to 
turn the eyes of every one of his hearers upon 
themselves.—R. Hall. 

Let your life be a commentary on your ser- 
mons.— Lamont. 

‘The great secret oi ruling a Church is to 
convince them that you love them, and say 
and do every thing for their good.—A. Fuller. 

Am I more fit to serve and to-enjoy God 
than 1 was last week 7—8. Pearce. 

You must rather leave the ark to shake as 
it shall please Good, than put unworthy hands te 
hold it up.— Lord Bacon. 

Help me, Friend of sinners, to be nothing, 
to say nothing, that Thou mayest say and do 
everything, and be my all in all. — Whitefield. 

The virtuous life of a clergyman is the most 
powerful eloquence.— Herbert. ; 

The Testimony of Dying Beds. 
A powerful. testimony with regard to the 

way of salvation is found in the history of dy- 
ing beds. You have known every way of sal- 
vation renounced in its turn by one and anoth- 
er as they came to die, except that way of 
peace with God which the Christian world re- 
ceives as the only way of salvation: %Should 
we gather the votes of the dying, if all those 
emaciated hands could be lifted up in testimo- 
ny on this subject, we know what the result 
would be, Has any member cf this Conven- 
tion, has any Christian pastor, ever been ad- 
dressed by a parishioner in such language as 
thie: © You have taught ‘me the way of salva- 
tion by Jesus Christ; I have embraced it, but 
now I feel it to be insuflicient in my dying 
hour? If there be any record or well-found- 
ed tradition of such testimony, though in a sin- 
gle instance, we should be more concerned 
than when, as eontroversialists, we hear of an 
exhumed ‘manuscript, or, as believers in the 
Old Testament chronology, are . confronted 
with fossils older than Adam. The first 
Christian martyr seers to have given the tone 
note to the dying bedsof believers since his day: 
“ Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” That mi- 
nister has reason to be happy who enjoys these 
two kinds of testimony, the one to his natural, 
and the other to his spiritual character : First 
that the children ye him ; and secondly, that 
the broken in spirit, and the dying place a high 
value on his presence with them. Has any 
one of us, 18 a minister of the Gospel 
been rejected or superseded a 
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mediate interest, Unless strong temptation 
be constantly resisted, the Christian pastor 
will not only be guilty 6f coming down from’ 
his great work upon the plains of wordly com- 
promise and accommodation, but also of leav- 
ing behind him all the influence of a minister's 
example to sanction an unremitting attention 
to the claims of eternity. Religion as a dis- 
tinct theme of conversation in all seasons, but 
especially in seasons like these, is too much 
neglected by the people. ¢ Negligence, neg- 
ligence,” cried a Roman orator, *“is the ruin 
of the Eternal City,” and we may add, * negli- 
gence, negligence)’ is the ruin of our éternal 
interest! The great objdct of pastoral, as 
well as pulpit labors, is to peep religion before 
the people. Tf every mindsterial visit is strict- 
ly pastoral in its nature, : ) 
ety the distinct theme of cvery pastor's 
versation, much, very much, is accompa 
toward the attainmént of this object. But if 
this work is not done by the pastor, it often 
happens it will not be done at all. If the sa- 
cred moments, which he ought to spend in 
finding out and travelling the shortest way to 
the heart, are idled away on unsanctified themes. 
the pastor must expect that his people will fol- 
low his example, however unchristian in its 
character and unworthy of imitation. We 
claim that it is not enoagh that a pastor’s con-. 
versation be moral or religious generally ; it 
should be entirely and decidedly so. World- 
ly interests are already cared for—the inter- 
ests of trade and commeree are not suffering 
for inattention ; but the iaterests of religion 
are suffering by being neglected in thought 
and conversation. The minister of Christ is 
the man to relieve this suffering. Let him 
stretch out a strong hand and. take the neglect-. 
ed daughter of heaven, and introduce her to 
his people in. all his pastoral intercourse. Let 
him bring forward religion as the primary and 
worthy theme: of conversation which op. § no 
worldly subject to induce it; no worldly con- 
siderations to commend it. Much, very much 
we apprehend, is lost to religion, by introduc-. 
ing it as a secondary or subsidiary theme.—- 
This, we fear, gives it an air of dependency 
and inferiority which never belonged to the 
religion of the skies. 

The Solitary Witness, 
Some years ago, a missionary went to a 

heathen village in India; bat no one there 
would attend to his words, ~ When he went 
away, he left one New-Testament behind him, 
in the shop of a native. It was but a single 
seed cast into a bad soil, and he feared that it 
would be thrown aside, or else that its sacred: 
leaves might be used to wrap up tobacco, rice, 
or salt. But no! The eye of God was upon 
that book. Like Lot in Sodom, like the cap- 
tive maid in the house of Naaman, that New- 
Testament was a solitary witness for Jehovah. 
in the midst of idols and idolaters; and it be-. 
came a light to them that sat in darkness.— 
Some of Soil it led into the way of peace.— 
Soon after it was left, three or four heathen. 
came to that shep. They saw the strange 
book. They asked that they might read it.— 
They took it home. As they heard what it 
told them about Ged and man, sin and salva 
tion, .hell and heaven, they wondered, they 

y: trembled, they believed. = A church was form- 
ed in that village, and two of those who bor- 
rowed that testament are now preachers of the. 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.—Juvenile Missionary 
Magazine. +7. 
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