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Arbitration instead of War. 

SPEECH OF THE REV. JON ANGELL JAMES, 

We have been favoured with the following 
report of the speech delivered by the Rev. 
A. James, at the great meeting in the Town- 
hall of Birmingham :— 
The Rev. John Angel James, Who was 

loudly cheered, seconded ha resolution ; and 
in doing so, said :— I have to apologize to 
you, Sir, and to this great meeting, for not be- 
ing present at an earlier period, to move the 
resolution which has justbeen submitted. I as- 
sure you, that it was from no feeling of disre- 
spect to the speakers who have preceded me, 
or towards this meeting, much less a want of 
interest in the cause for which we are assem- 
bled ; but it is. rather to be attributed to at- 
tendance on other duties from which I have]. 
but just broken away ; and to ill health, under 
which I have been labouring for some time,— 
and, had I sought for an excuse for being ab- 
sent, I might have found it in the remains of}. 
it, and in a growing distaste and, perhaps, in: 
ability for such meetings as ‘these, produced 
by an approach to declining years. - But this 
I feel is a cause to which older men than my- 
self might give up the last gray hairs (on their 
drooping heads, and the last energies of their 
nearly exhausted frame. (Cheers.) Under 
these feelings 1, was anxious te be present on 
this occasion, to bear my sincere, my hearty, 
my public testimony in favour of that truly 
rational and Christian scheme now before the 
meeting and the country for their considera. |" 
tion. (Renewed cheers.) Itis deeply affect- 
ing, and somewhat humbling, and disgraceful 
to humanity, that it should take so many ages 
to teach men the magnitude and turpitude of 
some of the greatest evils with which human- 
ity has been cursed. I have persecution, war, 
and slavery in view; each of which is consi- 
dered a gigantic sin ‘by the letter and the spi- 
rit of the Holy book, the principles of which|. 
I have the happiness and honour to inculcate. 
As a minister of the holy Gospel, I glory in 
the conviction, that neither the persecutor, the 
slave-holder, nor the advocate of war, can find 
a sanction for his opinions. or practice in that 
inspired volume: (Cueers.) 
War is a word, the comprehension of the sin 

and misery of which no human mind can grasp; 
it is an evil which no term can adequately ex- 
press, or any language imply. To compre- 
-hend it in its full force, we must pass over the. 
scene of carnage, the field of death, after the 
conqueror and the conquered are gone, leav- 
ing the slain and the wounded in streams of] 
blood ‘and masses of awful misery. I know 
that there are many truly christian minds im- 
presed, with the conviction, that war can be 
Justisfied. I do not intend to break a spear 
with them on the occasion; Lut I will say, 
that the. man who opposes the. resolution before 
us, to abandon war, when any thing founded 
on what is wise, just, rational; and humane is 
preposed as a substitute ,—the man who can 
yet delight in war as the pastime of ambition, 
the field of military glory, or. an outlet to a 
supposed redundant population, must have the 
savage, the brute, and the demon concentra- 
ted in himself. © (Cheers.) These are strong 
terms, but not stronger than the cirenmstances 

meras.  (Cheers.) Chimeri¢al? “18 irbitra- 
tion, then, a new word in the English voca- 
bulary ? Ts it a new principle in the guidance 
of the affairs of this country? Is it not ¢on- 
tinually in operation, settling the differences 
between man and man in privaté life? “If that 
which, by a degradation of the word, has been 
called the law of honour, had been set aside, 
and arbitration substituted to decide between 
sensitive gentlemen what opinions are admis- 
siole, and what kind of extension should be 
used for them, how many precious lives would 
have béen spared that have been sacrificed ‘to 
the murderous system of duelling! And what, 
in fact, are the wars of nations, but national 
duels, in which millions of lives ‘have been ta- 
ken and millions of property destroyed? Chi- 
merical? Look to what is passing arotind us ; 
it is no longer an experiment or mere specu- 
lative device ; it has been used in our own 
times, and has superseded the necessity ofl 
drawing the sword; and what has been done 
in one case might be done in all. 
There are encouraging signs of the times 

for the cause for which we are assembled. — 
Our principles are quietly, silently, and jrre- 
sistibiy, . leaven, diffusing themsel¢ es among 
the people. Nor is that all; Governments are 
becoming more pacific, —whether from’ policy 
or principle, will, by some, be thought ques- 
tionable. For my own part, 1 attribute it 
partly to both. 1 am disposed to give ost 
Governments in {ree countries credit for more 
virtue and less reproach for vice, than many|3 
others, I deal not in objugatory or vitupera- 
tive language. I do not think that is the way 
to carry our cause. It is not the way to get 

a man to listen to, us, when we want to con- 
vince him of his faults, to call him a scoun- 
drel, knock him down, and Kick him (Laugh- 

ter.) It is not the thunder and the earth-|) 
quake of our passion, but the still small voice 
of a nation’s reason, which will have power 
in the halls or the palaces of princes. — 
(Cheers.) . Scme may call this tame; but let 
me act in the gentle spirit of one w ho is now 
with us this evening (Elihu Burritt) who 
speaks to the world for peace, ‘and speaks in 
the language of truth, and in the spirit of cha- 
rity. (Cheers.) I believe that the Furies 
make bad apostles in any cause,—the Graces 
are sure to be more successful. But when 
shall we begin to infuse our principles into 
the nations of the eartli, to interest the people 
in them, that the welfare of the world may be 
promoted thereby! Begin “with Great Bri- 
tain. (Cheers.) What a glory for the coun- 
try greatest in arms to be foremost in peace! 
What a glory for the country that has planted 
its standard on every quarter of the globe, to 
send to all nations the olive branch of friend- 
ship! ‘What a glory for the nation whose se- 

est,” to be the first to exhibit a realisation of| 
the prophet’s beautiful imagery, and t 

lected centaur is, ‘ The monarch of the for-| 

tismal Service, and: taught in’ the Catechism. 
The Bishop says, “Let ws pray. Almighty 
and everlasting'God, who hast vouchsafed to 
regenerate these thy servants: by Water and 
the Holy ‘Ghost, -and hast given. unto’ them 
forgiveness of all their sing; &c.” And again: 

thee for these thy sefvants; upon ‘whom (after 
the example’ of the apostles) we ‘have now 
laid ‘our hands, to certify them (by this sig) 

PPE PMR UD them.’ «ow 
Here, thew; we see thatbaptignal regenera- 

tion is fully recognised and taught—that all 
who are confirmed . are declared. to be the 
servants of God—that- God has given unto 
them forgiveness of all their sins—and that of 

‘|the truth of all this the Bishop certifies every 
one of them by solemnly laying his hands upon 
their heads. Now all this is either a solemn 
truth, or an awful falshood ; a glorious reality, 
or a fearful delusion. and mockery! I" Which 
is it? Let us see. And— 

First. —The whole body of the evangelical 
episcopal clergy renounce the doetrine of 
“baptismal regeneration, as taught in this 
ceremony. 
Second—What is required’ of ‘those who 

come tobe confirmed in the belief" that” God 
has regenerated them, made them his servants, 
and, forgiven ‘them all their sins? Why, 
simply this : that they ‘can say” —it is only 
say—*'the ‘Creed, the Lord’s-prayer, and the 
Ten Comatidments and ‘can also answer to 
such other questions,as inthe shorter Catechism 
are contained.” Thus we see that a state of 
regeneration and pardon, or the awfully op- 
posite state, is to be tesied and proved by the 
strength or the weakness of the memory! Ifa 
young ‘perscn can fay the Creed, the Lord’s- 
prayer, &c., he is to be confirnied; and certify 
that he is in a state of sal ation; but if he cannét 
say them, he is to be rejected as unregenerate 
and unforgiven, Can anything be more ridi- 
culos or monstrous than this! 

Third—What practical evidence do the 
crowds of young persons give, Who 6 to be 
confirmed, that they really are the regenerate 
and pardoned” servants, and children of God? 
Is there one of them in twenty that gives the 
least evidence whatever of being in a renewed 
and justified state, or'that he cares a single 
straw about repentance towards God, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,” or the ‘salva- 
tion of the soul 7 We believe not: "And yet 
in the presence, and on the wg of these 
thoughtless and perfectly, careless yolin g ‘péo- 
ple, Me Bishop thanks * Almighty and ever- 
lasting God, that he hus vouchsafed to regen- 
erate. ‘them, "and rit them forgiveness 
of all theit Sng 3 

re a 

Fourth.—Can 2 thing hdr heaven ‘be 
more calculated to deceive and ruin the souls) 
of young persons than this ceremon 
firmation? If" they believe what fhe ‘Bishop 

0 pre- 
sent the lion lying down with the Tal 
(cheering)—and then, what an honour wou 
it be for this town to be foremost among t 
people of the foremost nation in the cause of] 
reason, religion, and humanity, —this town 
which is supposed to Have the greatest inter- 
est in war, by fabricating the weapons by 

believ him, | 

5, they must then conclude that they “are 
all right and safe for eternity. If they do nor 

ién they will ack likely re ard|y 
him a5 beihg a'religi 

itself ds a cheat. 

"ik 
ie a ‘fearfnl state for 

and ‘ignorant Fes to be placed in"! 

salvation x Sdbeinmi as asserted in the Bap 

“ We’ make our humble supplications unto}; 

of thy favour "and gracious goodness ttre 

of“ Con- she.r 

iS impostor, and religion| 

‘“ He came ante iso own, [ren ro own’ re- 
ecived him not. But as many as receivedhiiy, 

Y|to them gave lie power to become the soir of 
God, feos to ‘then that beliéve on his name : 
which were born; not of blood, nor of the'will 
uk flesh, ‘nok of the will of Than, but of 
God.” Yoh i. 11-233. : 
Now bring this Confirmation eérémony, and 

soberly and seriously ¢oniptre ‘it with these, 
atid other similar” declarations ‘of ‘the hold 
word of the living Gud. 
“To the law and to the testimony : if they 

: speak not according! to this’ werd, it 1's because 

there 4s mo-hght in ther.—Jsaiah vil. 2. — 
Baptist: yori 

u A Brand: Plueked from: the. ire 
Lech. iii. 2. 

1 was “called a short time back 20 viEit 3 
dying woman, who for many years had.stifled 
convietion. . Yet she was one whom the 
world called good. She wes morrally good, 
but she wanted the .* one. thing needful.” — 
She had not, till. now been: stripped of her 
own righteousness, which the . apostle calls 
““ filthy rags ;” bat the time of trial had now 
come, her, work was to be tried by fire.— 
When first I visited her, I found her, ia the 
greatest agony of mind, God's word had come 
home. to. her with. power, the fires of conyic- 
tion were burning up, her; spirit, and she ‘was 
anticipating the torments of that place ** where 
the worm dieth not and, the fire .is not 
quenched.” Upon. asking her the. state of 
her mind, she yep lied, *“ miserable; 1 am lost, 
I am lost.” Ise ied, “ Jesus came to seck 
and to save the lost.” She said, ‘Sir, I am 
too great a sinner to, be saved.” answered, 
‘“ this is a faithful saying, and. worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus; came. into the 
world to save sinners, even; the chief.” 1 again 
said, “Jesus came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance ; the whole. weed not 
a Physician, but they that are sick.!. I read 
to her that beautiful hymn so adapted to her 
case, — 

| “Come ye sinners poor aud wretched, 
© Weak and wounded, sick and sore ; 

Jesus ready dtands to save ‘your, 
+ Full of merey, joined with power,” &e. 

and also the 51st:Psalm, which sheappeared 
to take deep intérest'in. I prayed with her 
and left her. TEN 

Ori the occasion of my mext visit I found 
her in still greater distress than before. Still 
I told her of the love of Jesus, and that he i= 
able to save to the! uttermost all’ who come 
unto Godby Him: + I then asked her. if she 
desired to be saved. , {/Oh, Sir!” she replied, 
fixing her eyes on me, and Summoning all her 
energy, “Saved! I would give a. thousand 
worlds if I had them; but sucha vile sinner 
as Lam to be saved | tis of mouse ;. 1 am lost! 
1 deserve ta perish. 1 shall, soon be in hell.’ 
1 repeated some inyitations and promises, but 
eI they were not for her, In vain did 

eak of Jesus, Sho had slighted: that love, 
and the , invitations promises..’; She) had 
neglected them till she. thought it was too late, 
Yet I prayed with her, and again. left bier. 

L went again. and, again, with, little or no 
upparent success, , Her anguish:of. mind was 
planes: 8 I continued to tell her of the love of h.—Are not rents bound to sét 
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