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Arbitration instead of War.
SPEECH OF THE REV. JOWN ANGELL JAMES,

We have been favoured with the followinf
report of the speech delivered by the Rev. J.
A. James, at the great meeting in the Town-
hall of Birmingham :— 31

The Rev. John Ange}t James, who was
loudly cheered, seconded hd. resolution ; and
in doing so, said :—* I have to apologize to
you, Sir,-and to this great meeting, for not be-
ing present at an earlier period, to move the
resolution which has justbeen submitted. I as-
sure you, that it was from no feeling of disre-
spect to the speakers who have preceded me,
or towards this meeting, much less a want of
interest in the cause for which we are assem~
bled ; but it is. rather to be attributed to at-
tendance on other duties from which I have
but just broken away ; and to ill health, under
which I have been labouring for some time,—
and, had T sought for an excuse for being ab-
sent, I might have found it in the rémains of
it, and in agrowing distaste and, perhaps, in-
ability for such meetings as'these, produced
by an approach to declining years. - But this
I feel is a cause to which older men than my-
self might give up the last gray hairs (on'their
drooping heads, and the last energies of their
nearly exhausted frame. (Cheers.) Under
these feelings I was anxious te be present on
this occasion, to bear my sincere, my hearty,
my public testimony in favour of that truly
rational and Christian scheme now before the
meeting and the country for their considera.
tion. fRenewed cheers.) Itis deeply affect-
ing, and somewhat humbling, and disgraceful
to humanity, that it should take so many ages
to teach men the magnitude and turpitudé of
some of the greatest evils with which human-
ity has been cursed. I have persecution, war,
and slavery in view ; each of which is consi-
dered a gigantic sin by the letter and the spi-

rit of the Holy book, the principlea of which|:

I have the happiness and honour to inculcate.
As a minister of the holy Gospel, I glory in
the conviction, that neither the persecutor, the
slave-holder, nor the advocate of war, can find
a sanction for his opinions.or practice in that
inspired volume: (Cueers.)

War is a word, the comprehension of the sin
and misery of which no human mind can grasp;
it is an evil which no term can adequately ex-
press, or any language imply. To compre-

-hend it in its full force, we must pass over the
scene of carnage, the field of death, after the
conqueror and  the conquered are gone, leav-
ing the slain and the wounded in streams of
blood ‘and masses of awful misery. I know
that there are many truly christian minds im-
presed, with th e conviction, that war can be
justisfied. I do not iatend to break a spear
with them on the occasion; Lut I will say,
that the. man who opposes the resolution before
us, to abandon war, when any thing founded
on what is wise, just, rational; and humane is
preposed as a substitute,—the man who can
yet delight in war ag the pastime of ambition,
the field of military glory, or. an outlet to a
supposed redundant population, must have the
savage, the brute, and the demon concentra-
ted in himself. - (Cheers.) These are strohg
terms, but not stronger than the cirénmstances
of the case warrant, when the laniguage is ta-
ken in its proper meaning and relations,

Now, the resolutien proposes, that this meet-
ing would hail,with joy any practical scheme
for the abandonment of war.  The abandons
ment of war yaay present to some minds con
siderable difficulty ; how is itto be abandened?
First of all, by azfrin?tgiq and feeling it is a
dreadful evil, of Wb?q’h : 'L“am‘a‘fraid, a _great
rn of the population haye yet, after all, that
a8 been said. and, written, .to. be convinced.

Convinee them of that, and the spirit that in-

culcates war will soon be éxtinguished.
Where is the voice that shall issué forth the

;l;;tatg'_j ',ﬂ;_ivt,‘\zar shall cease Vrzhg[e,? In
people.. (Greatcheering.). . In the people
of this mighty, enlightened, and.fm%ya

(Renewed cheers.) 1t isour honour. and. pri-
vilege to live in a country whiere public opi-
nion‘rules and guides the ‘¢arrent of nationl
alirs L et opitioh b il ghaned,—
let the feeling of the.nation_ be kindled,—Jet

tan Visitor.
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meras.  (Cheers.) Chimerical! 1§ ‘drbitra-
tion, then, a new word in the English voca-
bulary? 1Isit a new principle in the guidance
of the affairs of this country? Is it not" ¢con-
tinually in operation, settling the differences
between man and man in privaté life? If that
which, by a degradation of the word, has been
called the law of honour, had béen set aside,
and arbitfation substituted to decide between
sensitive gentlemen what opinions are admis-
siole, and what kind of extension should be
used for them, how many precious lives would
have been spared that have beéen sacrificed “to
the murderous system of duelling!  And what,
in fact, are the wars of nations, but national
duels, in which millions of lives have been ta-
ken and millions of property destroyed?  Chi-
merical? Look to what is passing arotind us ;
it is no longer an experiment or mere specu-
lative device; it has been used in our own
times, and has superseded the necessity of
drawing the sword; and what has been done
in one case might be done in all.

There are encouraging signs of the times
for the cause for which we are assembled.—
Our principles are quietly, silently, and irre-
sistibly, as leaven, diffusing themselves among
the people. Nor is that all : Governments are
becoming more pacific,—whether from'pélicy
or principle, will, by some, be thought ques-
tionable. For my own part, T attribute it
partly to both. 1 am disposed to give ost
Governments in {ree countries eredit for more
virtue and less reproach for vice, than many
others, 1 deal not in objugatory or vitupéra-
tive language. I do niot think that is the way
to carry our cause. It is not the way to get
a man to listen to, us, when we want to con-
vince him of his faults, to call him a scoun-
drel, knock him down, and Kick him (Laugh-
ter.) It is not the thunder and the earth-
quake of our passion, but the still small voice
of a nation’s reason, which will have power
in the halls or the palaces of princés.—
(Cheers.) . Scme way call this tame; but let
me act in the gentle spirit of one who is now
with us this evening (Elihu Burritt,) who
speaks to the world for peace, ‘and speaks in
the langunage of truth, and in the spirit of cha-
rity. (Cheers.) I believe that the Furies
make bad apostles in any cause,—the Graces
are sure to be more successful. But when
shall we begin to infuse our principles into
the nations of the eartli, to interest the people
in them, that the welfare of the world may be
promoted thereby!  Begin-with Great Bri-
tain. (Cheers.) What a glory for the coun-
try greatest in arms to be foremost in peace!
What a glory for the country that has planted
its standard on every quarter of the globe, to
send to all nations the olive branch of friend-
ship! ‘What a glory for the nation whose se-

est, to be the first to exhibit a realisation of]

lected centaur is, ‘ The monarch of the for-|

tismal Service, and taught in’ the: Catechism.
The Bishop says, ““Let us: pray. - Almighty
and everlasting'God, who hast vouchsafed to
regenerate these thy servants: by Water and
the Holy ‘Ghost, -and ‘hast  given. wito them
forgiveness of all their sins, &c.”  'And again:

thee for thede thy sefvants; apon ‘whom (after
the example’ of the  apostles) we ‘have now
laid ‘'our hands, to certify them (by 'this sig)
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themy.?’ - .
Here, thewy we seethatbaptismal regenera-
tion is fully recognised and taught—that all
who are confirmed . are declared..to be the
servants of God—that- God has given unto
them forgiveness of all ¢heir sins—and that of
the truth of all this the Bishop rcertifies every
one of them by solemnly laying his hands upon
their heads. Now all this s either a solemn
truth, or an awful falshood ; a glorious reality,
or a fearful delusion- and mockery! Which
is it? Let ussee.  And— '
First.—The whole body of the evangelical
cpiscopal clergy rengunce theé doetrine of
* baptismal regeneration,” as taught in this
ceremony, '
Second—What is required’ of 'thos¢ who
come to'be confirtmed in the belief" that” God
has regenerated them, made them his seérvants,
and, forgiven them all their sins?” "Why,
simply this :" that they ‘“ can'say”—it is only
say—**'the ‘Creed, the Lord’s-prayer, and the
Ten Comandments; and ‘can also aAnswer to
such other questions,as in'the shorter Catechism
are containéd.”  Thus we see that a state of
regeneration and pardon, or the awfully op-
posite state, is to be 'tesied and provéd by the
strength or the weakness of the memory! Ifa
young ‘perscn can say the Creed, the Lord’s-
prayer, &c., he is to be confirnied, and certify
that he is in a state of salvation; butif he cannot
say them, he is to be rejected as unregenerate
and unforgiven. Can agything be moreé ridi-
culots or monstrous than this!
Third—What practical cvidence do the
crowds of young persons give, who go to be
confirmed, that they really are the regenerate
and pardoned’seryants, and children of God?
Is therc one of them in twenty that gives the
least cvidence whatever of being in a renewed
and justified state, or'that he cares a single
straw about ‘* repentance towards God, and
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,” or the salva-
tion of the soul?  We believe not: "And yet
in the presence, and on the behalf, of these
thopghtless and perfectly careless yoting “péa-
ple, the’ Bishop thanks * Almighty and ever-
lasting God, that he has vouchsafed to. regen-
erate-them, and give unto 'them 'forgivenéss
of all their sing 1 i e
Fourth.—Can anything under heaven 'be
more talculated to deceive and ruin the souls
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@rmation If they believé what thé Bishop.

the prophet’s beautiful imagery, and- to pre-
sent the lion lying down with the lau&-—'
(cheering)—and then, what an honour wo
it be for this town to be foremost among th
people of the foremost nation in the cause of
reason, religion, and humanity,—this town,
which is supposed to Have the greatest inter-
est in war, by fabricating the weapons by
which "its operations are carried on.  (Re-
newed cheers) What an honour for them to
say, ¢ Let the horrors of war cease; we will
trust in God for subsistence for oursclves and
our families.! And what a gory for you to
make the_ anvils tinkle, and the fires glow, and

8, they must then ¢onclude that they are
all right and safe for etertity., If they do ndt

believ him, thén they Will most likely regard

him as beihg a'reli ious impostor, and religion
itsclf a5 a cheéat.  Whit a ‘fearful ,sta;émfo't
young and ignorant persons to be placed in'
w"ﬁgh.'—A%'e not i'ge” parents :bxgund to set
their faces against, and to keep their children
from, such a perfectly ungcripturiliand shock-
ihﬁly delusive 'and ' dangerous 'cerémony s
this? Tt may cost their ehildren the salvation
of their souls. O parents! be gui‘d’ed’iﬁ,;ﬁis

o egharel” Baptism and on.
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salvation by baptism, us askerted in-the Bap:

“We' make our humble supplications untol:

of thy favour and gracious goodness towards|-

of young persons than this ceremony of Can-| p

‘“ He camé anto his own, and his own' re-
eeived him not.  But as many as receivedhin,
to them gave lie'power to'become the sowrs of
God, eben to thehn that believe on his name :
which were born} not'of blood, nor of the'will
of;:;x wilkF ‘of man, but of
1God. Rl

e flesh, ‘nor‘of the
"ilJohn'i. 115413,

Now bring this' Genfirmation eerémony, atyd
soberly and seriously ¢oniptre ‘it with these,
atid ‘other similar’ ‘déclarations ‘of the hold
word of the living Gud.

“To the law andto the testimony : if they
speak not according to this'werd, it /s beeause
there 45 mo-hight in thena.—~Isaiah: viii. 20—
Baptist Reporter. 3

“A Brand' Plueked from:the: Fire.”

G mdatiti ot bedabhiiy$hor olden

1 wascalled a short time back (1o visit 3
dying woman, who for many years had.stifled
convietion. . Yet she was one whom the
world called good, She wes morrally good,
but she wanted the . one  thing needful.”—
She bad .not, till. now been stripped of her
own righteousness, which the  apostle calls
““ filthy rags;” bat the time of trial had now
come, her, work was to be tried by fire.—
When first I visited her, I found her, iu the
greatest agony of mind, God’s word had cowne
home to her with. power, the fires of convic-
tion were burning up, her spirit, and .she ‘was
anticipating the torments of that place *“ wherc
the worm dieth not and, the fire .is not
quenched.”  Upon  asking her: the state of
her mind, she replied, *‘ miserable; 1 am lost,
I am lost.” I replied, “ Jesus came to seck
and to save the lost.” She said, *“'Sir, I am
too great a sinner to, be saved.” I answered,
‘“ this is a faithful saying, and. worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus; came. into the
world to save sinners, even the chief.” . 1 again
said, ‘“Jesus came not to,call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance ; the whele. weed not.
a Physician, but they that aresick.”. I read
to her that beautsful hymn so adapted to her
case,—

- ;. “Come ye sinuers poor aud wrelghed,

Weak and wounded, sick and sore ;
Jesus ready dtands 10 savé'yon,
- Fulkof merey; joined with power,” &e.

and also the 51st:Psalm, whieli she appeared
to také deep imtérest'in. I praved with her

and left her.
Ori the occasion of my mext visit I found
her in still greater distress than before. Sgill
I told her of the love of Jesus, and that he i=
able to save to the!utfermost all’ who come
untoGodrby Him:, - I then asked her. if she -
desired to be saved., , {/Oh, Sir ! she replied,
fixing her eyes on e, and summoning all her
energy, “ Saved!. I would give a. thousand
worldsif I had them ;: but sueh:a ¥ile sinner
as:L.am to be sayed ! *tis of nouse ; I am lost !
1 deserve to perish.. [ shall, soon be in hell,”
1 repeated some inyitations and promises, but
er they were ot for her, ,Inyvaindid
k of Jesus:, She had slighted: that love,
and the  invitations and promises..’;She) had
neglected them till she. thought it was too late,
Yet I'prayed with her, and again left her.
.. Lwent again and agaio,, with, little or. no
upparent success, , Her anguishiof mind was
wtense.. I continued to tell her of the love of
God m, mec His deax- Sonm ‘into| the world,
E

wa}gpg?o Er belieyeth on Him should not
perish,but have everlasting, life;: I told ber of
3«#'@9‘!’{}"5?& ‘”"&‘h“w ﬁ%" ﬂ; dort
of apersecuting Faul of TLarsus, found
mercy.!-of a; backsliding. Peter, whe. feund

; Jat MR P AL s eARaT it i 0 .

the ‘sparks fall, and the sweat of the brow|Mitter; rot by the pprsuasions or _authori mercy!wof, a. Mary. Magdalene; -, who, found
break forth, as you wield he hammer in yoaf{of T°n o g stomn, Dt By the IS wencydwof e dying thief; who fouad mency
b"*w.“ey arms, beating the swords ‘9‘0 plo“g_ﬁ:‘ ?b " *2 ouit c‘liil'daren"mh"ﬁt :'éhznl‘ T w! bt lem sinners, who foundmerey!
shares and ' the spears into ari?in -hooks,— 41_?,';%4’“{” \d Bo G YhiEn f;@ 88" {z=of .the, Prodigal Son, . wiio, povNn mency.!
(Great cheer‘ng'.i ‘,Great ’ ! fe.ac"lla i ’M{’Wt ¥ e lo‘se,?‘i'i: A i y‘?ula m“ (h?gﬁg‘,l. to&b"\‘t‘mm ‘{'M)
the Rev. gentlenian, in couclusion) thou « A {i ‘o fatharehl k ST oo Aold .her “ none were ed .thenee,”
directest the affaivs of nations, give to tj o "‘n'iv’rle ‘atbe'?, T g"‘f,'}?t,_w. au. but.those ¢ who ves.” . She
multitudes abundance of labour d remune- h: md d?“- hut b tm - 7 "3{ T answered, ‘ that.is ‘ done : I have
rative wages, and speedily give them the work |0 ¥nd admanition of ¢he Lord.” "Eph. vi. 4. excluded myself.” . After rep Ying o this, |
to do ¢f‘)'{;ou#in‘g"td“09b§qft"th§ instruments| ., ."‘;ng contipue, tk ,m.,t&a,.ﬁ iui read a hymn, ‘and. er weak and still des-
‘Of qu ;.n?o im])leuicn'tao‘fpelacéﬂxl .husbanl thou g&t‘ ;QM and, ’..1 ‘eg‘.’m .of,{pon . ’ i y,'fgf,m."! ¥ # . ‘;‘,. '

ry.”, he Rcv gentleman resumed ‘his ’ﬂi}‘# W)nf O\‘f,._yh ‘r;":,, hast learned dhem;| H rd e "ght,'"‘sﬂé appeared to
amidst repeated bursts of applause, by second-{and that from a_child thou the| have aray . - While..her hy was
itg the motion.—London Patriot, " " '|bg 3,.,4'?‘!?%‘%;1%. ﬁ:: & hymn, ome of the verses of which

W “Hihatam defil'd b

)':h.
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¢ followiig address has bee
mectings, aah, perbaps,. i thie. maguade, D S hdenlhie vica

t like An their spirit and.its determi-| . b '-qglw‘u irtow n i ay be.
nation, be multiplied-throughout the length el B T ’io“il::'* 8508 ccramauy
and breadth of ‘the land,—and ‘wir mast for| bouns whose prejusdices ate yet in B
ever be aba . ‘3\!‘% —a cust which a diguitary of the ehurch—Arch
{le thpt ical.” ( “‘M:" 1 ill rld dﬂ“']' "":“hdl,v.—vu‘n\l' 3 “i‘b.'e w
Wit sad o, bt prance, tho passion,| An Eaposition of Confiomation.

] a’"{ by whomntis advanced | p Ewm Ang. |
Chime - The friends of > have rea-| .o b g b =.: Church{7"
ﬁw.h:‘::wm. ‘w zﬂﬂ Done Js more - serious, a0d. pig .

l ‘hl' c . 2 3 .t i l‘ g \., .‘1. ' ¢ { .} : : ' f.‘

. . rigel, It e of Confirmation, For it sc ‘Y“f I
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