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speakers on the above occasion. Both of
‘them published in , PDecember last, and their

" respective works (Macaulay’s History and
Noel’s Churghiand State) have been more ex-
tensively re d been more rapidly sold,)
than those of any other living ‘author.

editions were all disgioecd of on. the
day of publication, and sucecessive additions
disappearod as soon as they were ready.—
Glasgow Saturday Post,

¢ PCHRISTIAN VISITOR.
~ SAINT JOHN, BRIDAY, APRIL #7, 1549,

""" CHURCH COVENANT.

Eew, we presume, question the expediency

of a covenant, definite and intelligible between
members of a chureh, and the open acknow-
Jedgment of the Covenant into-which they en-
ter with thé great Head of the Church. Most
of those who consider the Bible as superseding
the necessity of Church Creeds make no ob-
{ jeetion to Church Covenants.  With the great
“wariéfies of ‘opinion asto Church constitation
- and discipline we naturally expect to find di-
“versity of views in regard to the object of

“Church relationship, and the pecaliar obliga-|

tions incident to Church menbership. To say
of a man he is a member ‘of a Church is no
warrant; perhaps in ‘any man’s estimation, of
the ‘character or ittegrity of an individual.
What Church? we ‘naturally ask ; not because
2 mere ‘name is any more of a guarantee, but
we ‘would know what principles are involved
in“sueli menibership : what are the covenant
‘obligations” of the Members? or, is it a so
‘ealled Chirch in regard to membership in
-'which there has been no voluntariness ? - Now
_a Charch to be true to itself will make its Co-
venant a pass to its Members. This may al-
ways beeffccted by just and wholesome dis-
eipline, A Church member too should feel
the importance of keeping his covenant en-
agements so inviolate as not to disgrace the
Chureh and belie its profession, for the Cove-
nant is nothing more nor less than the utterance
of a profession on the part of the Church/gol-
lectively, and its credit and influence must de-

. - pend upon the coniormity of ‘the tiody to its
published principles.

Presuming that aseries of Articles spon the
sevéral. topies embraced in the Covenant would
be read with iuterest, and may be of service
(for we fear many do mot well consider the
extent of their engagements;) unless we. can
find some oue tado the subject better justice,
we propose to’ assume the task. ‘

5~ We are obliged to defer the Circular
of the American and Foreign Bible Society
to make room for brother Burpe’s Letters.
We hope the suggestions given in brothe
Crandal’s letter last week to the ministerin
brethren will be heéded. The time for the
meeting of the Associations is drawing near,
and unless Pastors take up the subject of  the
Union Fund and -exert themselves, we fear
this year’s Report will be niore mortifying than
that of last year. _

Ui 1
5" We see by the Christian Times .tha
another important secession has occurred from
the Established Church. Rev. John Dogdson,
Vicar of Ceckerham, near Lancaster, and
for fourteen years a devoted Pastor, has re-
i his living to the Bishop of the Diocese.

evidence of his sincerity and. conscien-|

ciousness. may be inferred from. the amount
of income resigned with the living, which was
£650 per annum. - The poor. jt is said will
sustain a greas loss, as he has, always proved
bimself their friend. . ,
The reading of Mr. Noel's Essay, 7in  eon

iszr‘liamem, and it is supposed will pass.

{to it, its friends fear if it is ad

A" Mrs. Watson is incarcertteq for n

on’consciencious grounds is now before

Mr. Bouverie’s bill to ' relieve  secedi
clergymen from the oppressive canon law
under which Rev. Mr. re is imprisoned,
has been referred to a select committee ; and
since its reférence and the remarks which led

its friends opted it will be
in'a miutilated form, so as to leave such clergy-
men still uder embarrassing disabilities.

Bro. Taber, writing from Pleasant Valley,
Nova Scotia, informs ns that; 30 have been
baptised in that place, ‘and that the work ap-
pears to possess ingreasing interest.,

Eight were received’ for' haptism’ in Bill-
town, on-Sabbath-15th-inst. ; about-80 -had
been previously baptised. . :

Lerres Receven,—Rev. W. D. Fitoh ;
J. V. Taber; Alexander Stevenson; J. 8.
T'rites, , with remittance; J. C. Smith, do.;
George Bishop, do, T £

' @orrespondence.
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e Nature and Design of the Lorn’s Syerer,
and the duty of all Christians to observe it
as w pozitive command of €unisy. 4
There is " a difference between moral: an
pesitive institutions necessatry to be observcxf
A moral precept ‘or institution is something
right in itself, and would be so' if thore was
ho express command for it, such aslové to
God, and'love to our fellow men. - A positive
precept or institution is something. right, be-
cause it is commanded, and our duty does'not
depend upon the fithess or the morality of the
thing but on the express command of Cherist.
A''moral institution is commanded becaus¢
it is right. A positive institution is right be-
cause it is commanded. 2
There is also a difference between a

W‘ and'a positive institution; a cerem
i3 rathe¢ a formula Xumt obs‘e’rvoi%’g a law

t'law fsclf  God commanded us to worship,
hiny; 'a ¢eremony has to do with the  forin in/
which that worship is perfermed. The New

: ot|lesson to all future time on the sin and dan
taking an oath before the civil mag “in
Exeter. A bill to relieve such ones who ob-

_ito do with a fulfilment of our engagements

ger|tion will be adapted to the end ; and, l.tl.:‘

disobeying a positive command. of being wasted in fortuitous attermpts, emergy

~ There was never a command given by God| will be broglu to bear immediately, and with
more clear or more positive th ¢ T hi doj concentrat force on the design t0 le
|in rememberance of me.” ¥To fréat it wit W g

§ -~3.

o

T

neglect as a trifle or
cur the divine displeasure upons'
us in darkness of mind, ‘and flemphatic
heart. ble. The prize that shines above the goal ju-

Church members should ever remember that spires the exertions of the racer, and sustains
ggmj ol they unite with the Chax:: of|the fleetness of his career. along the coprse.

rist, they enter ifito covenant with God and ing s 0 iwed, -n:ﬁat
their brethren. .Wz!;le ge :t‘x‘mu to Rold mngcious,’ ahe ﬁrw‘i are
communion together in the ordinance of His|capable of enthusiasm, vigorous effort, and
church, and we can never neglect this ordi- perseverance. But independent of the value
nance without breaking our promise to Godjof am object, the greater or less degree of de-
and our brethren. dny members of ourlfiniteness with which it is presented will excrs

1]

churches who would not break an engagement |a corresponding influence on the power put
m worldly fhitters for any Considésation, tdnlforth to obtain it. A result of even inférior

live for months. in open . violation, of a_cove-
nant and promise of the most solemn nature,
without remorse or tréuble.”' T all guch I
would say, the oath of God is upon you, break
what promise you may never break that so-
lemr: promise you have made to Chyist and his
people when you yoluntarily = amiged.. with
the Church of God. ‘ 3

Holy and unconipromising pringiptes have

limportance when exhibited plainly, will arouse
far more of energy than_ it{) it were vaguely
comprehended. A hill sharply‘defined against
the sky .and bathed in the sunshine, is far
more attractive than  the mountain veiled 'in
mist. :

F'rom these, as well as from offer consider-
ations which need not be mentioned, it is ap~
parent ‘that mo small importdnce attdohes to.a
just understanding of the abjects of any enter-
prise. Itis of equal conséqupnce to know
the best means and modes of opé¥ation for ob-
taining those objects. ~ It s ‘as dssential w un-
derstand how we are to arfive at a given end
as to know what is the end itself. "Thisk so
obvious that it may be left in its simple ‘truth-
fulness to the good sense of the reader,

A very large propertioh of homan achion is
aimless, or negrly so.” We tivy ddily see pet-
sons assuraing the  mest re¥ponsitile offices
without any previous considerztion of the final
purposes which they are k*qf?z to ‘accom-
plish. ‘“Phey seem to regard it"#s quite sufhi-
cent if they are familiar' Wwith the mere Poutine
of duty, the daily reund of' employments which
they must pursue; and leave resuhs'ts follow
as they may. ‘Many remtin thus as unin-
terested in the general working of the ingtitu-
tion to which they belong, and 'fs"aninteli-
gent of the remote and, it may be, gra

to God and his Church in matters of religion,
as much as with any business transaction with
our fellow men. If we want t6 find ‘out the
man in whose promise we éan.confide in the
business of the warld, lct us fiud the man who
faithfully fulfils his promises to the ¢hurch to
which he belongs; for we may rest assured
that the man who is not faithtol ¢35 his God,
will not be faithful to his fefow mep.  As a
general rule we can ascertain aman’s princi-
ples better from the subscription ' fist “of the
church to which he belongs than we can from
the tax-collector’s book, for a deht which the
faw will compel him to pay.* Su ekcept’ the
mind is_darkened By ignoran¢é or ‘prejudice
the christian’ man who cap. negléet’the posi-
tive institutions of Christ cannot be stid to be
in possession of  that moral principle  wiich
will induce him to perform ‘faithfully the du-
tics of life. 'We would consides the'man who
was neglecting his fields, but'térvéntly i
‘a/erop; strangely i wten
ave the same reason to comsidé
church is as inconsistent w}ni‘;b A8 praying for
a revival of religion, and ‘yet livingin the ha-
bitual neglect of the fast comimand éver en-

de-
signs for which it wasformed, as the hodscar
rier does m regard to whe plang of ‘the aiebi-
tect who émploys his babour, ' “T'his reps
attaches to too many of “those' who_have as-
sumed the graye and responsiblé position ‘of
Sabbath School T'eachers. They are contented

Testament does not lay down a ccremoniai.
ke’ the old typical dispensation; but it luy
down certain givén princioles to which w
must apply every thing we perform as acts o
divine worship.  Not so with a positive instisu
tion, it s the words of the law and the will o
the law giver, by which we are to be governed.
The Lord’s Supper is a positive institution
of Clrist, and s right because it is com-
manded. Not a moral.precept which fr
the nature of things would be duty if ne
mand'was given ; not a were ceromony abou
the manfer in which ‘a thing is to bé done.
But a positive institation presenting to us i
symbols ' the great’ work ‘of atonement i
Christ’s death, aud' of the severeign right of
God to command, ‘and a test of our obedien
acknowledging that command.

Thete are no non-esskentials about any o
the divile commands. Aets' which may i
themsclves be trivial, involve when madé tests
of our siabmission to his divine authority 4l

is blessed in obedience. The eating of a frui
was in'itself af trifle . until forbidden of G

the wéal or woe of the
Gen. ii. 16, ,
Nothifig eould be more trivial or “more na
taral thai the circumnstance of Jooking back
in flight frdm daniger, but God forbad it to th

whole huan family. —

(John-ix. 31,) *“If amy man be ‘a wershipper

"{the duthor of eternal salvation so all themthat

body without the spirit is dead, so faith: without

'commandments, that they. may havea right to

that is dreadful in transgression, #nd all that}

then it became a test of obedience, involving]. ...

L @bionts. axd.

: daring for an
hour or two on the Sabbath in fhe foom ap-
propriated to the” Sabbath ‘Sthool,” and there
listening to the reading and recitdtions of their
class, and giving such instractions as may hap-
pen to be suggested by present'circumstamees.
They have never thoughtfully ‘pondered the
ultimate end to which ‘their e&b s shoald be
directéd, nor considered the refisons for the
establishment of Sabbath Schoels, nor the re-
lation between the general plan of teaching
and government which regulates the whele in-
stitution, and  the all-important consequecer
of its right execution. " Not ém“,
if “asked to ' describe’ definitely the final
scope of their exertions, would bettﬁMeir
hesitation or conﬁxbka‘ Aanswers, ‘the very - in-
ferfect ideas (hb{,’ht{i‘é (8', yee entertained on
this subject, if indeed’ ’&)me ‘devoted 2o it
any thought at all. With these remarks des
signed to besp odghtful attention
follows, I proceed ‘to "5“&" the objec
mqwug‘azw Tiistruction,
o T, | | The objects of Sabbath School instfus
[ror THE cHRISTIAN Visrrer.] !~ ! !may be defin as two-fold—Mental e

| Bl ! |cultivation. By moral cultivation is nofm
simply the culture Gfm rinciples

2o el AL 8

joined'by Christ before his ‘death. " Itis said,|with the formal labour of ot ‘
of God and doeth his will, him le: heareth.”’
While we' canaet get to “heaven  for our
worlks, *“ for by the deeds of the Jawmo flesh liv-
ing shall be ' justified.”  Yet. the Seriptures
are ‘very 'clear on the necessity of Gspel obo-
dience : - obedience springing from a living
faith. - Paul tolls us that Christ has-*\ bécome

obey him.” Peter declared to the firstehristians
that they * had purified their hearts i obeying
he truth,” /«James assures ws thzt ¢ as ithe

works is'dead also.” ' Chtist the great Master
and Lord snid,! “Why' call ye me Lord,
Lord, and do uot the things thet I say.”
nd again, ‘“If yelove me, keep/my com-
andments,” . ¢ Blessed are they. that.do his

the tree of life; and may enter in theough the
gotes intothe city.” | | Samver Ropwon.:
aint Jobo, Apeil 21st, 1849, ;1) i
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nection with the persecution of Rev. Messrs,|family ‘of Lot, and made it ‘a positive com-
- Shere and Gorham, by the B;bope;f E:::; mand ; (Gen. f’tix.‘ﬂ. to‘”;y‘h!;‘iﬁ:;edience
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