tical spot where our Saviour was born, Athis | his heatt.” ‘ _
a large and magnificent basilica, built by the/n#tural and appropriate impression. If this
Empress Heleua, in the earliest Christian ages, e tl ' or
and is now jointly e¢cupied by Roman Catho-jappear a geed thing to be afflicted ; many
It is hoary{might' be-led te Christ and be savingly con-
with years, and most venerable in nppqarang:e';' verted “thereby. Hoew important then that
and as 1 looked on'its pictures of *Saints and
Martyrs dfm with age, and: on its pavements{duced. 'What a responsibility is incurred by
deeply worn by the dusty fect .of weary pil- interposing any engrossin_g topic to the minds
grims, who for fifteen centuries have beenjof those with whom God is treating in this so-
coming from afar to bend in gratitude and|lemn business of the- soul’s concerns. ‘- But
love'over the spot' where theit Redeemer was|what has become the custom in this case %—
born, in solemn reverence, 1 could not but{Why the house which God would invest with
feel that the very air of the place was sacred.
A monk soon conducted me down to the cave!immediately transformed to a Millenery and
of the Nativity.” Descencing a long narrow Mantau establishment and there is all the hum
flight of stéps, I found myself in a splendidof buying and cutting and fitting and making
sibteranean’ tecess paved with marble and}ariicles of apparel.

draperied with “silk, and ornamented withaj 9 God’s commands are frequent'y set
rich aitar and all the ‘appendages of Catholici e nought in regard to the Sabbath. Da-
worship. On oue side was a semi-circular|yij game immediately to the house of God and
niche, encased with marble, cncompassgd “",tb worshipped. If there has been sufficient stir
splendid'lamps, and containing a Lattn inscrip-| 4 expedition i the family to procure such
sion signifying that bere Jesus was born. Thelan outfit as Fashion demands, families may
Manger itself is among the rclics preserved at), oy he able to attend in the house of God the

Although caves ar> sometimes used)gabhath after this solemn visitation of God ;
even ot this day in Palestine as stables for

horses, yet this was evidently too decp and in-
convenient ever to have served for such pur-
pose, and I am inclined to consider this as
rathér an absurd iastance of the strange pro-
pensity of the ancient monks to locate all the
Aroly places uander ground.
“expressly affirms that this was the place of the
‘Ngtivity, and- his authority is rot’ without
At the distance of a few yards was
‘the cell where St. Jerome passed the last years
“of his life, and wrote most of his works.
was a cold, dimly lighted stene apartment,
just suited for an arcetic’ life.
was a little dark cave where he died,
is no doubt about the authenticity of these
places, and with no little interest did I asso-
‘ciate them with the memory of the great
Not far distant was an ex-
cavation in the rock, ‘the narrow entrance
into which was closely grated with bars of
I This I was told, and a picture above it
confirined the stoty, was the place where the
'"Innocents ‘murdered by Herod were buried!
‘T was glad when I got out once more under
‘the same broad blue sky that once sparkled
~with the “ Star of the East,” and was carcer-
ing among the hills that once resounded with

the songs of the angels.
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lic, Greek, and-A rmenian mouks,

Rome.

Christian Father.

rron.

Yet St. Jerome

It

Adjoining it

will-lay it %o his heatt” Such would be the

should be the case it would more frequently

there’should be no disturbing influence intro-

the stillness and“seriousness of mourning is

but if want of means or time has delayed the
provisions for appearance, Fashion forbids
the observauce of the Sabbath; and where God
has opencd the ear and laid his finger to soft-
en the heart, the gospel cannot be heard.

3. Vanity and pride find here one of their
chief incitements. A perscn can have but
little knowledge of human nature who sup-
poses that a famnily can be set off in a new
dresg, from the oldest to the least; though it
be a ** suit of mourning,” without gratifying
and feeding a foolish passion from which noneé
of us arc exempt, and which is ever craving
indulgence. How much pious council from

There|ine bod of death is here buried! How many

anxious prayers are here prevented ! How
many children and youth, and older ones are
in this very circumstance hardened against
God and confirmed in folly and sin.

4. We might add to these evils the expense.
Sinful indulgences, and we do not hesitate to
class this amongst such, are always expetisive.
Much mizht be urged on this head. Few-<can
afford the expenses ordinarily incurred : and al-
though they are to a certain extent graduated
by different classes yet they bear often intolffr-
ably upon the poor and those in humbl .
cumstances. Here fashion is unwontedly
tyrannous. To be counted poor is in' the

CHRISTIAN VISITOR.

SAINT JOHN, FRIDAY, JANUARY I8, 180,

judgment of mest worse far than real poverty ;
so for fear of being thought of -as they are,
their moral sense must be blunted by an act

—— |of plausible hypecracy ; they must at all costs

FUNERAL POMP AND EXPENSE.

maintain appearances. Debts must be incur-

The orders of the late Queen Dowager in rod with buk:fistle probability of payment-ok-

or apology than that it isthe fashion.

the grave without any pomp- or state,

i

sion.
reason and.
.. Af porop and ¥a

; cept by denying education to the children, or

::g:ﬂ:::‘: :}’:;: %:‘;isalﬁ::;is a‘:gxha::: support to the provisions of the Lord’s house,
woald - be glad to' see discussed and properly

- settled on this side of the Atlantic.

or help to the more needy. Now in closing

We al-|these bints we would call upon these who have

ways considered the formalities and extrava- the command of any special influence from of-
gant expenses attendant on the death of friends|fice rank or wealth to do themselves” justice
unnecessary and absurd ; dnd especially is this aiid: their sommunity amivst bensficial act; by
aur present conviction in observing the extent disavowing the controul of this pernicious dnd
to which they are carried in.this Province be-|8*Pensive custom. It-is only the example of
yond what we have been used to elsewhere, [0°h, Which we regard a religious duty, that
Few masters are so tyrannical as fashion, yet|¢an effect’ anything towards emancipating
few are more willingly served; and we have others, and .allowmg God s solemt.n pr?v1dences
already discovered the - tenacity with which|© work their appropriate and-desirable results.

will cling to thisevil custom for whieh
Tma i ‘mg i 10 seek 3 botter reassis The present number closes the Second Vo-

We ho.|lome, and we are heping for a large accession
wor the good sease as we admire the unaffect.|for the Third Volume. © We would call the
ed piety-of the excellent lady alluded to, and|2ttention of our ministering brethren to this
who has, wemay hepe, now been honored with|®"e fact. If every Minister of our two Asso-
the crown of life. ‘ L
. *I.die in all humility, and I request there.|3ubscribers to commence the new Volume, |
fore that my mortal remains be conveyed fo|21d collect in their several districts, it would

I die|Eive Us an excess ahov,e all -expenses suffici-|ceding
in peace, and wish 10 be carried to the tomb|®nt 1 Pay a Missionary’s salary fof ‘bis divin
in peace,. and {ree from the vanitics and the terrupted services the next year. 'How many
of this world.”. . . :
admire this not merely as the sentiment knowing this gave one day and a half, and in
of a royal nersonage, though such authority
and example may give it force, hat the expres-| ezt en ? .
s and reveals the royalty of sound

eiations would send us each eight:new paying

stimulated by this fact will act? One brother

that time secured T'en.. Who will sead the

& 4

{5 Weare under great obligation'to brother
McDonald fora list of new subscribers for the

el o S ‘ next volume: from Hampton and Norton.—
Tan ey o display. and the-acwig, ol ac Diantid wilf ishortly,iitithe ol
cessories of pride.are ever unreasonable and|Pf®! A

cedhey ar cortainly so in conuection|/0Wig places for arrears and for new subscrip-
itigshof death; and he who|WoNs »Sprivgfield, LittieRiver, Upbam, Nors
peition and be. still -and|ton> Susiex; Studhelm. . oo o

. Godﬂl“‘mb’ B O\Viﬂ&r“" l

L —— h
our absence fromy the
|wheu our last paper went to press, &

2

cu-

ter should frave beeo sﬁpnrhted only bya comma,

ruptly.
{57 After very pleasant exercises at the

from the city stopped at Norton, and opened
a Division of the Sons of Temperance in that
place, on Wednesday morning last.

{Z&" Our readers will see by notice in ano-

the Queen’s, No. 1, and Mariner’s, No. 2.
b

the last steamer, and laid us under obligation
by his kindness. Our deputation are still
meeting with success in Liverpool, and doing
good.

would be happy to see it much more enlarged.

We wish it much success,

from much annoyance.

rect.

cinnati have recently enacted the farce,
which till lately it was supposed they wouid

and their spectators after that sort.

that Editor, it is egregioustrifling, we ¢

hence - to beceme responsible, and then rely
apon its baptism, as ultitudes of souls have

ever have been introduced so as to have pre-

nies of St. Nicholas Day ?

Lerrers Receivep.—Joseph  Blakeney,
with remittance ; D, Crandal, do.; Asa Fil-
lamore, do.; Rev. W. Jackson, do.; Rev.
W. D. Fitch, do.: Rev. J. B. Cogswell, do. ;
Rev. J. Francis; V. Graves; P. A. Wilson.
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SABBATH SCHOOLS,
No. XXV.
Advantages of Sabbath Scheols.

The following aneedotes would ‘have found
a more appropriate place in somo of the pre-
essays, but as they did notcome under
my notice till it was too late for so disposing
them; I now group 'them together- miscellane-
ously in this concluding essay. !

Rev. Mr. Hoover; in 'addressing’ a meeting of

gpoke:— If you had acéompanied ‘me in‘a
walk ‘through this district, two years ago, 1
could have led you to a house, or rather a ho-
vel, not far from this spot, which was unfit
be thie residence of man or beast. ' There yo
.m have seen awidow, with her Seven
en, in the rags of poverty, and with the im-
press of misery on their ‘countenarces ; "t
rooa? and its ‘occupants for

| Teg ) . W

ther column that two Divisions of the Sons of
Temperance have been opened in Liverpool,|him.

We cut the above from a raspectable Pedo-
baptist exchange, and’ thongh we think withjf &:;ard so much, but whom I had so long
il

joice that the irresponsible bell is not in days

done and are now doing, upon whom this
same ceremony was performed when * they
have from God no warrant to do such a thing.”
We-feel disposed to ask, as many do inregard|she shore.
to intfant baptism, whete do you find bell-bap-
tism forbidden in the bible 7 or if it was not
practised in the apostolic age, how could it

vailed with infant baptism and all the ceremo-

their faces. The Sabbath School Teacher

as will be seen on teve.rting to it, from the firstihas been there, and he has led them to the
article which as published, closed very ab- place of holy.instruction. . God has visited

them in the plentitude of his grace, and five of
those seven children give joyful evidence that

opening of the Hall in Springfield, our friends|they have passed from death unto life.”

James Saunders.—The Rev. T, 1. Bid-
dulph, of St. James’ Church, Bristol, mention-
ed from the pulpit, about 1818, that a boy,
some years before, behaved so ill in the Saint
James’ Sabbath School, that neither kindness
nor severity appeared to have any effect upon
 length the teachers were very reluc-
tantly @bliged to expel him.” For several

Capt. R. Wright, who was present, returned by|years they heard nothing of him, ad had al-

most forgotten the circumstance. Lately, as
a clergyman (who was tien a teacher in the
18chool) was sitting in his study, in a distant
country village, a sailor knocked at the door.

Tue PiLor.—T4e new Temperance Paper|On being admitted, hie said to the clergyman,
published in Halifax, comes this week in a new,|“ [ suppose you have forgotten me, Sir?’—
enlarged, and much improved dress. We|* Yes,” said the Rev. Henry Poole, ““ I have,.

if I ever linew you.” * Do you remember a

The cause warrants greater prétensions.—|wicked boy, named James Suanders?”?”  Oh

yes !4 have cause to remember him ; he gave
me much trouble and anxiety. What do you

57 The passport system, as we learn from|know of him?”  “ T am the jad?” "~ * Youare
the Christian Times, so far at least as foreign-|grown so, and are so much altered, that I could’
ers are concerned, has been definitively abo-|{not have believed it. 'Well, Yames, what ac-
lished in T'rance. This will relieve the Toudrist|count can you give'of yourself?’ ¢ A very

sorry ome, Sir: when I was expelled the school,.
I left the city, and wandbred’l scarcely knew

Dr. Acmir—The Christian Times of|or cared where. At length T found mysélf at
December 28, reports a rumour which had|the sea-gide; weary of living by lying ard steal-
Just reached the Editor that Dr. Achilli had|ing, I gt on ship-board ; and, after sailing in.
been liberated by the French authorities at|various parts of the world, | was shipwrecked
Rome. Without the means of testing its ac-}in' 2 hurricane in the Bay of Honduras. Af-
curacy he was still inclined to believe it cor-{ter swimming, till my strength failed' me, |

gave mysetf up for-lost. In the mmddle of u

Baprising Berns.—The Romanists in Cin-|dark night I cameé to my senses,” and found

myself on a rock haif covered with water. I
looked-around and called out for my ship-mates

ot attempt in this country. A bishop and|2dd found thet two of them were circum-
three priests have put on a sober face, and stanced like myself, every moment expectin;;
gone through the ceremony of baptising four|® Watery grave. Por the first time since I lef:
bells. They have from God no warrant to do|the sehool, you, sir, darted into my mind, |
such things, and if the devil instigated it; he th‘*,h‘ of your kindness, of nry base ingrati-
must have a strangely constructed mind, to[t2de, and of some of the sacred” truths you
take pleasure in seeing men befool themselyes took so muach pains to fix in my memory ; pir-

ticularly that passage in Numbers 28 9.—
“ From the top of the rocks I see him.” In
my extremity I looked to the'Saviour of whom

and despised. T kelt ' dowh, O to
my waist in water, and cried mightilythat God.
would be the rock of my heart and my portion
forever. I found your-words true, that prayiug
breath was never spent in vain.’ 'On the day
breaking, we discovered some pieces of wreék
on whic%x we ultimately succeeded in reaching

Then many precious truths you

had taught me from the Bible came fresh into
my memory ; though ¥ had zlmost forgetten
during my career of iniquity that there was
such a book. 1 thought, sir, you would be
glad to{find that all your care and anxiety on
my behalf ‘was not lost; I therefore walked
from my ship, to thank you in the  best man-
ner I can, for your former kindness to’ me.”
On subsequently making inquiries of the ‘cap-
tain under whose command James Saunders
sailed, respecting his conduct and charagter,
Mr. Poole received from him the most decided
and satisfactory testimony respecting ‘the
change which the yoimg sailordéscribed him-
selfl to have undergone. Many months after-
wards, Mr. Poole received a letter' from the
Captain, saying that poor James Saunders, in
a distant part of the world, wis seized with

_ |the fever ; that during its progress he sent for

the sailors, read to them while he was able oyt
of the Bible, ¢xhorted them to cléave to the
Rock of Ages that never moves, to take exam-
ple by him, though one of thevilest of sinners,
who bad found mercy and grace to help in
every time of need ; and commending them all
to Jesus; he fell asleep in ﬁ(;m, without a strog-
le—a monument of saving grace and redeem-

." Ejfect of Sabbuth School Instruction.—The) fng love”

The bencfit of SabbathSchool Téaching.—

the Phitadelphia Stmday School Union, thus| A ¢ the annual meeting of the British Sgbbath

School Uniom, in 1824, the Rev. Jacob Stan:
ley said he would relate a fact respecting a
Sabbath S¢hool Scholar.  “* Some years ago
there was a widow in Staffordshire, whose son
attended the Sabbath School, but he did not
at first regard the religious instruction he res
ceived. e beeame wild and profligate ; en-

-

(listed as a soldier, and was several years ow




