.7 FRE MINOR PROPHETS, - §
. Eagh prophet. had. a gift ref his own, 1is
natural talents were not superseded, hut were
wused by the Spirit whoinspired him, and men
of every grade and of every turn of mind|
tfopnd themselves suitably addressed. _
Joetris chironologically the first of the minor
prophets, ‘ministering abont 885 years before
Christ, , Hear his words. They poor forth a
flood. of desolation on the land, but atthe same
tme declare what might be gotten instead.
As ke is the first, the very first prophet since
David, whose works were committed to writ-
1Ag,, how interesting it is to find in hun the
prediction of the ouipouring of the Holy
Spirit. . : _
Jonah then appears, B. C. 810,  In him we
see a prophet who ghrank from his awfully
swelling burden ; but we also sce i him how
the Lord can. use whom he will, and effect
what:he will, He is the prophot of Nineweh,
blessed to awzken n mighty metropolis by u
faw Mieehle words, Heis hinself a monu-

o bifdo : und|the Baptist arose, hreaking the si'ence of four, And i
the Lord’s grace to, the rebeliious, und| 13 ’ s '
raent of 4 ’ centuries, au

his success is not the less so.

Amos, 8 few years.after, lifts up-iins-voiée|
sdlldenly among the teu tribes: while Jonah
i3 sent fram QGalileg to Nineveh, Amos is sen
from Judah to the kingdem of Isreel. And
there he appears a' shepherd nnd 2 stranger,
ygt-a man of power, speaking to ]sra.el n word's
atl:v'nged with ruralglow, while his theme is
tbe Lord’s righteous judgments,

,s300n is he followed by IHosca, whase blasts
against the backslider are like notes of Sinars
trumpet, -waxing louder and louder, ever ab-
rupt and startling, He (oo traversed the ten
tribes, and exbibiing to them their God, un-
willing to.punish, bat by uo means clearimg
the guilty, :

h:&gbomy730 B. C., Micha appeared im Ju-
dab, contemporary with Isaich, and:possessing
much of his his texture of mind, and even more
squsitivetenderness, Mercy nswell as judorment
are-his theme, and we leave Lim irfthe attitude|
of one wrapt in adoring love at the view of the!
God whom he proclaims to his fallow sinners;
* Who is a God like unto thee 2’ &,

LNahum, whom some fancied a dweller in

Capernaum, at all events. a Gaiilean, prophe-

“sied B. C., 710. - In hiny we sece how man of
Galilee—how , James and John—might be
traly ““ sons of thunder.” He is the prophet
that annoanzes Nineveh's doomn; and never
were thunder-claps heard more terrifie than in
hismessage, No Greek tragedian ever ap-
proached his sublimity of style. Let ns stay
for a moment and hear him describing the en-
tering in of the foe at the breach in the walls :
i “'kEhey are feeing ;
Stop. stop ! bt yome wrneth baek.,
Plunder the silver. plunder the gold—
There is no end 1o the siors i
Chere.is abundance of all caveialln vegsel mm
Emptivess. and empiiraness, and void
#leartzmelting, and toitering of ke, i

¢ Where is intense pam in » !l oins,
; Andeall faces withdraw their eplonr,

"UCh. i 30, V1. Dr. Henderson's Trans.

“*

Qr stay ong moment longer to see him paint-
ing the besiegers pouring uso the ciiy. IHis
language so arrested Jerome, (see Hender-
son,) that he drspaired of translating it, and
every critic has spoken of it as unrivalled :—
® The sound of the whip. and the sound of il rauling of

the wheels ; )
‘The harses Peaneiug; and ehasinis hounding ;
The mounti FSRMIEN, e gicming ol sworde.;
‘I'ne Tighaing of kpears, '
The multilode of slain,
And the muss 1 earpses sy,
Thére is no ¢ Yo the carcaxses—
They stumble over their careasdes.”

Ch: iii. 2, 8. Hendrzson's ’T.--zms.

Jt ig probable that Nahun uttered his pro
ong the ten tribes. Abour 639 B.
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C.,io Judah, Zephaniah arose; a man .ef God
n gpigit ike Jereminh, and contemporary with/
i,  Both be and Jeremiah begaa to prophe-

3

c .,B is thought, in the reign.of tender-henrted :

biting them at last under the happy be

excleimed Elishy, when Ei'jah was taken away
from him.

Dwvid, as he ¢ )
the gate,” -that he might weep alone,  Anddbelore they reach the mare;
when his {riend Lazaras died, ** Jesus we
Well;

hope for.
v ,
The sight would be a blat in the taberuacle of
God. The rigid limb, the silent puise, the
breathless lip, the palid cheek, the fixed wnd
daricned cye,—these, these are not scanes

shall be no more death.” ‘I'his shali restore
and perpetuate your friendships, and wipe the

all those which pain wrings, from the tortured
pody, or sorrow from. the wounded spirit.—
Martyrs, you have been racked and torn, b,

fyour Muster, you have exchanged your crown
of thorns for a crown of glory.  Patient suf

you could not murmyr :
are no fenoer appoigted you.. . .Nor does thet
spirit, full charged with ats rsaward griefs,

here smites on his breast, exgliiming, *“ God
be mercitul to me a sinner!”
cowardly denier of bis Lord,
bitterly.
shed over barrenhess of spirit,
O

Ty olbbifsian vwtor!”

perhaps «in the temple, deacencing -Edony's
doom. Heis the prophet of  Edom, 'soaring,
like the cagle, above the rocky dwellings,land

darting dewn upon them with his message: of

wo. Sin agamst the brethren is tive burthen

of his prophecy. i
After this; the seventy yea
om.  And at the teturn from Babyion, Haggai
appeared withihis five inessages, delivered wiih
interrogatory vehemence to selfish men.
Zegharia, like another Ezekiel, fu!l ofboth
clear and dark savinge, .stands beside him,
dealing with the destiny of Israsl, and exhi.

the feast of f2bernacles. , ,
Malachi clos:d the whole. e is the pro-
phet who gives * a last lingering Jook at the

S

Mosaiz dispensation.”  ‘{’he sins of Israel and|

their future Lopes are sot before them,- and

then we are suddenly left Ly the propliet in|
expectation of. some scene. yet to arise.

J : ; L [
Jews call him the ** seal of the prophets,” be-|
cause with him ends t}

The
1e line of prophiets until

]

i

ushering in ‘¢ the prophet like
unto, Moses,”— Prestyterian Revicw,

Tears Wiped dway,
Y God shail wipe away wll tears from their

eyes.””  Tears are the visible and affesting ex-| &1 abor is completed, und our chains fall o
p‘ressio:;s of distress, and theretore, ‘thn_\,'I;‘,’r"\F“‘ ' : '
there si:all be no more tears, is 15 sav that 4i1l i iz(‘,'hea\'ens‘a_re hew, the‘cdr;th ik lh.e hody
those causcs of sorrow whiclr exist in the g)re-|"'3"’" the spirit, new, ACICLY. MW, CLEGY M-
sent world shall be eternally  removed.
text therefore ndds, *“ T'here shall be no more
death, neither sorrew, nor crying ;"
these are the

s because
cryses which rend the hearts oi
aen, and sullise their eyes wiih tears.

There shuil be ny more ters of tsc‘,p.araliun.l

|

- Phe longest and most paintul separations ard |
those which are capsed
eye Bas not begn dimmed with tears by this
He taust have b2en unhappy
whose unmoistercd  grave no tears are shed,
and whose death has eceasioned no regreis,
Butthe number of these is few.
all hearts.

by €eath; and what|
21

|

1ndsed - ever

Dexth reuds!
When Jdoseph died, the childie .|
of Israel wept sore.. ¢ My father! iy Father V)

|

“ O my son Absalom | O Absy.
om, sy son, wy son '’ sgid she muoh-moved
twent up to the chamber over

pt.”
be it s0. To weep and 10 be wept 18
he irreversillo dpcree as to man below ; but
hex'n, so.much the more welcome the state we
A great voiee is heard out of bea-
en, *“ And there shall be no more death.”—

or heaven. But this is the ‘ecrea: ** There

ears of separation away forever.
And with the tears of separation pass away

here is now no more pain for you ; for, like

erers from disease, you could weep, though

bhut wearisowe ights

wour  the flood into: the cyey. ' Neo. publican

No Peter; the
goesiout to weep
No tears of shame and grjef o
¢ and harduess,
fhcart, Zion no longer cries, ¢
jath forgottei me.” “ "Ihere shall b

g heither

.

s’ captivity'eame

1'he ‘

1

i

|

to heaven.

Justs, which dro(;; men to

rou
Rev: ‘H, ;"}.QB} cher.

he Lord |di

e e e e R A

ives the ‘reason of' all this

And- te text
“’Fha former th

of the I"ather, lie heavenand earth, the present
seat of death, sofrow; and'paid. He speaks,

passed away.’

tabernaele of God- is with men’” and he that

lour. earthly sufferings and iabors,bur joys.and
jour sorraws appear! ‘I'hey have passed away,
‘and a new world ope
furever.
Witk jov the caHnr:lnng i»y 1OIPEsT st
Spreadd gl his cunvas 100 e digtant coast
Woib joy lhelhind, his daify labor done,
Aeex the broad shadBws and the seifing sub -
AVirh joy the slave, wdrn out with ted s woes,
l’mh;}ds.ﬁw bliss that Lberty hesiows,”

the sailor, thus joys, though the tem-

l

|

|
i

‘pest must
though to-morrow’s sum inust awaken him to

- uew labors, and shine. again.on the fatters.of
(the slave s awhatis that joy, when the howh of

(the last tempest sinks, upon the ear, when the

Behold, e creates all things pew

stancés wew ; and new for this reasony thag, all
is perfeet, and, all unchangegble.,— Watsoa's

S

Yermons.
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Danger of Siriving for Ricies. :

Riches got by deceit eheatno man so-ch
as. the geiter., Riches . bought with guile,
God will ‘pay tor with veageance. - Riches got
by fraud.are dug out of one’s owi heart, and
destroy the inine. Unjust riches curse the
owner in getting, in keeping, in transmitting.

Lhey curse his children in their futher’s ne-|

mory, in their own wasteful habits,.in drawing
around them: all bad men to be their ¢bn
pamons.  \ - :
Whiie I donot diseourage yous search for
wealih, I warn you that it is.not a oruise npon
level seas, and under bland skies. ¥ou ade
vance where ten thoysand are broken in pieces
where thoser who
reach it are warn out by their labers past en-
Joying their riches. You seek a land plea-
sant to the sight, but dangerous te the feet; n
land of fragrapt winds, which lull to security ;
of golden fruits which are poisonous, of glo-
rious hues which dazzle and mislead. * |
You may beirich and  be pure; but it'will
cost you a siruggle. - You may be riclr and go
to.heaven, but ten, doubtless, will sink beneath
their riches, where jone breaks throagh thémn
} you have entered. this shining:
way, begin to-look for snates and traps.  Go
not careiess of your danger, .and provoking it.
Pee, on every side of you, haw many there are
who seal God’s Word with their blood :—
* They that will be rich, fall into temptation.
and a snare, and into many foolish and burtful
 destruction and pet-
dition. For thedove of money 1s the goot of
all evil, which, while some have coveted alter,
they have erred fromy the faith, and pierced
themselves h with, many, sorrows.” —

; CALEL UL T A sdi
- Presidont Eqward{Chiristidli Experience
Oace, as Lrode out inte- the, woads, for my
R R
be%{i,?‘ o'_'y‘ﬁﬁté(,; living; contewplation and,
prayer, I had a Il'l?.W; 1t for me was GRLER AN
ary, of the g 3:)',,  the Son of God,,as wey|
tor. between God er-

man, andhis wond

and they vanishy dnd !/ the forier shingstare
He speaks' aguin, and a new
heaven and earth'spring into. being:: “ The

sittetlr upon the throne saith, ** Behald¥ make
oths cflall things mew.” »What a. dream will - then

na to our. view. to abide
~

:|divine glory and
ans ate passed away. ' Aud [cienttu. fill and’ satisfy thieson

sablinke s the dcéve thus presented | Under
the throne of Him who is arrayed in the'glory |

“{the "judgment.
{fany passa

be aguin brayed; angd the. laborer

'H

in#® s the ki
l'l;i'{‘(:ze ‘inddie; O
1y i

'Iir{ﬂbeﬁd;"
'thousdfds you’
year, “and ydu'

your nam
the hedrts

derly toembrace th

béfig fal, ufl-
5 pourtiig: forsh

and’ fweetheas:

he that sat-upon’ the ‘throne eaid, Behold, 1 lftséﬂ' ih‘!weet‘eqmuni&ﬂtimslikef‘ihe‘ fan'ity
make ' all things new:” - How impressive and {its’ fory, swee

tly ahd‘pleusmtlf’? diidlesnls | ight
an 'flife." TRRLTERLIPT ESY iy ) '
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Calvin on the Fire anid'the Wory » '_
- 'With rhany ppdpic_(sq'ystb‘e‘SDMh‘Q’l:f_i,Pfof.-
byterfan) Calvir is but another name. for all
that is"Stern and'terrific.  The following quos
tation froig’ his writings, whatevet may be
thbﬁgﬁt L he eorrécthess or incorrectness of
his intetprétation of the pasddun under” consis
deration,\(Matr. iii. 12,) Wil ut Jeast scrve ty
show how much the teal spirit of this man ‘of
God'has been misundefstoed:

*“Many persons, I am aware
into nnrenerons

by

¥

, hm‘e‘e'mé_rc(l R
debates about thé ctérnal fire
whith'the wicked will be tormented artor
! g ¥ NN ! P
But we may conclude “from
sages of Scripture, that it is a m ta-
pHmicaFg’éxﬁtessioh,;’ For, if we must beli ve
that it i real, or what we cilf material fire, we
Mist also believé that'the brimstone aud the
fan are mwaterial, both of then) eing mentjon-
*For "Tophet. is orduned of

éd by Tzainh.

old ; the pile theredf is fire and imuch woad ;

the breath®of the Lord, like a strgam of brim-

stone, doth kiadle it.’ Isa. xxx. 23, &e'.?i{usx.
tke'iwneb manngrsas the

explain _the fice, 1 ,
worm, (Mark viii. 44, 46, 43,) and 118 i3 unie
@ metaphori-

versally agreed that the worin is
cal term, we must form the s2e.opinion as
to the fire., Lettus lay aside the:speculations
by which foolish men wearypthemseives toahw»
purpose, and satisfy ourselves with ‘believing
that these forms.of speech . denote, in & mhn
ner swited to our feebie capacity, n dreadfal -
toament, which np wman ean how com rebend,
and no language can express.”’ —[Cnlyinfds
Harimony of the Gospels; Vol. 1., pp- 1200, 204
B ' ®
Hins on Serinon faiing, e
In one of the'lcctures addressed to his st
dents on the composition of sermons, Dy~
Stanford says: I cannot deny myself'the plea-’
sure-of stating, that many yenrs ago T met
with a plain yet ‘good old mihister, who, i
copversation with me on the sobject of he
composition of-a sernion, very pleasatitly ‘said ®
‘“ 1 know of no better rulethan the proportions
observable in the'stricture of the huiwan body. "
Letyour introduction be short; like theHgad o
theman, roundjand full of expression. Madke wp
the body of your setmowof the solids of @ivide
truth'; bat be stre that Christ be the lca'}'t,_
and the Spirit of God like the lungs, to pros
duce respiration. ‘Phe lebs to ran After dvery’
class of your hearers;' and' pait of arms téh-
ém. “This may dppetit (o'
you a-little fancifal; bot T must confoss, Ko
ever singular and desériptive; yét fo 'ty Wind
it seemed worthy of being remembered” *
t #ik Rllhmitind 555 ¥ DO 8
Live for Sumetidfg. »
Thousands of merf bréafﬂé,‘ move, and five.

3

{—Ppass off the stage of Jife and are heard of’

no more.  Why

They did not a parti
"ooafﬁiho'}"\'v&rl.’ W U

‘ ¢ and noné were bl
thém, néne could poi t to Them asthe
mehts, ‘of “their “fedemption ; ‘not 4 fing ¢t
wrote, not 4 word they spoke cobld ﬁer ) ,
and so'they perished, lhjé?r,hﬁﬁ; went out in
darkness,’ and they “were "ot rom f?’&;
;b:rk ‘ ’i” m:'ﬂ
man immotial 1—Live
Has el s
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ely he was a
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ins girt, is soul calm-and
happy. - Hig snagunificer set before us |
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