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The Christian

Pisitor.

THE PEACE AND PLEASURES OF RELIGION.

Who would have supposed that man would
have ever been so blind to his true interest
and real pleasure as to neglect the religion of
the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ : for in re-
ligion you have happiness here and hereafter—
godliness hath the promise of thelife that now
is, as well as that which is to come. All man-|
kind are in search of happiness—how eagerly
is it sought for in the honors, the pleasures,
aud the riches of the world 7—but here real
lasting happiness never was and never will be
found ; nothing this world has to offer can
really sayjsfy man. The man of the world
may have a smiling face, but a sad and mise-

: appiness can “dlone proceed
from the love and favour of God—the peace
and pleasures of true religion, and the gospel
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The
heart of every faithful child of God can attest
the peace and pleasure of true religion; but a
divided heart cannot enjoy the promised bles-
sing, and alas! how much contempt they
bring on religion who are only kalf religious—
only almost christians; for it has been well-
remarked, that ‘¢ a little religion will make
you miserable, but a great deal will make you
happy,” truly happy. If you are really deci-
ded for God, and in earnest about your souls,

*‘ Peace and pleasure you will most surely know,
For great peace have they that love thy [aw.”

‘“ Peace is sown for the righteous and joyful
—gladness for such as are true hearted.”
““ Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose
mind is stayed on thee.”” *‘ The fruit of the
spirit is joy, peace.” ‘The Lord will bless his
people with peace.” “ Peace I leave with
you, my peace I give into you—in me ve have|
peace.” To the disciple of Jesas Christ the
ways ef God are always pleasant—to the sin-
cere Christian the paths of his commandments
are certain pcace. Must not a Man be truly
happy who has God for his Father—his Guide
-—his  Counsellor—his Guardian—and his
Protector? Must uot the Man be happy who
can lookgp to a kind indulgent and merciful

Almighty 1 all his takings—all his dif-|f .
mighty 1n all his undertakings—all his di yiestifali e Momiipe

ficulties—all his trials—and all his troubles;
resting assured that all things must and shall
work together for his good—that his heavenly
Father will uot withhold any good thing from
those that love and serve him,—* T'hem that
honor me I will honor.” Must not the man
be happy who has found pardon for 2ll lis sins
through the blood of lesus—is owned and
blessed of God here, and has heaven in view
as his eternal inheritance hereafter. Oh! be
assured, that in true religion, and in true reli«
gion only, is real pleasure, solid peace, true
oy, and lasting happisess to be found. It
inust be true, for the word of God that cannot
err, has declared it. Many who have been
led to see’ the error of their ways, and have
veen brought under the influence of true god. |’
lingss, can, and do rejoice, and are glad that[?
they have found the good and the right way ;
yea, thousands on earth, and tens of thousands
in heaven can bear testimouy to this delightful
truth, that ““ her ways are ways of pleasant-
ness, and. all her paths are peace.” :
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A Day for God.

Apother night is past.
come, . Welcome, day !
washed before they cngafied in sacred duties, |;
sowill I, The fountain is open; not for the
house of David only and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, but for all people. Now, sprin-
kled afresh with atening blood, and purified
by the indwelling Spirit, let me spend ano-
ther day for God, ‘“Thy will be done on
carth as it is in heaven,”

Ohb, for the spirit of an angel to serve God
to-day ! Father, let me know tay will. Ena-
hle me, as an angel, to obey and submit w it.
Let no duty be a burden,  Let no afliction
call forth a marmur. As the blessed lmma-
nuel said: ““ I delight to, do thy will, O my.
God,” so may I say and feel. As he said
agaip : * The cup which my Father, giveth
e, shall I not drink it?” so may I say. - He
was then in the body as I am. Yet he 8aid.:
I do always those things which please him.”
If the work be difficult, rely. on the aid of the
Spirit. . If the suffering be painful, bear it as
appointed by a compassionate Father, and
think : How much more do I deserve; how
mach more did my Saviour bear for me. If
opposers come, be @s Nehemiah. If they
threaten, ly tof@ed for protection. If they
try to deceive, hold. fast truth. and integrity.
Ii they would divert thee, say: * L am doing
a great work : why should I leave it?"
they slander, say.: “ I'here is no such thing
dwp;’é -0t be as Jesus, ¢ who opeged, not his
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The morning is;

on the way, dothe will of God, and serve him
fully, even if it be alone.
thee, ask wisdom from above.
assail thee, rememiber Him, who was himself
tempted, and knows how to pity and give thee
support.

patiently” Meet disappointments with sub-
mission, and unkindness with pity towards the
offender.
tion leads, and find no fault with the way.—
Follow him fully, as did Caleb, and trust him
for protection, strength, success and victory.
Do all, suffer all by the day, remembering the
divine words : ‘“ Sufficient unto the day is the
evil thereof;” and: ““ As thy day is, so'shall|,
thy strength be.”
honestly, diligéntly, earnestly, entirely, con-
stantly, perfectly. And when it is done at the
close of the day, review.
been done?
missness, mistakes, errors, sins, (*‘for there
is not a just man upon earth that doeth good, heavenly light ieets him on every side.
and sinneth not,”) o to the fountain again and
wash.
infirmity.
‘“the blood of sprinkling.”
out being cleansed,
fered all as well as possible, say: “I am an
wnprofitable servant, and have done only what
was my duty to-do.”

* Iather, into thy hand I commend my spirit. you may encounter trial and disappointment,
[ will both lay me down in peace and sleep.” |} ,

Night of Weeping, by Rew. Horatius Bonar,
is the title of a small volume of winning spirit-
ual excellence, just published by Carter and
Brothers.

ly does it give forth any signs of breaking,|8
save the deeper darkness that is the sure fore-

children of the night” are going to aud fro in

of darkness;
lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings,
and abominable idolairies;” yiclding to the!9
“ flattering lips” of the seducer, that ** liethin
wait at every corner,” in *‘ the black and dark
night,” (Prov. vii. 9—21 ;) making ** provisionJ
for the flesh,” by *“ living 1n rioting and drunk-
ennes¢, in chambering and wantonness, in
strife and envying,” (Rom. xii. 13;) compass-

kindling, which only sadden the gloom and
make us feel more traly that it is NG,

danger, a night of weariness, a night of weep-

sore tried with the long gloom.
Now, as the priests mercy to an unready werld, to whom the end-|¢

and the sealing of ruin, and the settling down
of the infinite (%
slack concerning his promise, as some men|®
count sluckness, but s long-suffering to us-@
ward, not willing, that any should perish, but
that all should come to repentance.” expect. it ° y
is with Jove, and desire, and hope : an expec-
in the saint’s own history and the churcli’s an-|tation, not of a severe Judge, but of a loving
uals, which may be spoken of as momnings even Husband, and of a faithful Master that hath
now. Buch was the * morning” to Adam Promised a recompense to the seryice of be-

when Seth was born to Lhim after Abel’s death.
(Gen. iv. 25.)

that Joseph was yet alive.
“ morning” to Naomi when Ruth and Boaz
wiped off the tears of widowhood, aud when
in her old age she * saw her scad’ and * took
the child aund laid it in her besom.” '
iv. 16.) - Such was Hannah's *>morning”’ when
after long years of bitterness, “ the Lord grant~
ed her petition,” and * she went her way and
Ylwas no more sad.”
‘was the ‘‘ morning” that dawned onJeb when
the Lord accepted him, and turned his captiv-

, giv
It ;:{e’g "
| beginning.” | Such was Isragls * morning”

mouth.” If professedl'gfrAiends fail, still  keep

If darkness cover|t

Even in sorrow, go on thy way re-

oicing. Perform duty cheerfully. Bear pain

Go just where the Captain of salva-

Do the work of the Lord
Finding defects, failures, re-

Be humble in view of|.
aults.

Bewail sin.
Confess
Sleep not with-
Having done all and suf-|,

Close the day saying :

“ Now | lay me down to-sleep ; s
I pray thee, Lord. my soul to keep :
It Lshould die hefore T wake,

I pray thee, Lord, my soul 1o take.” |t

Am. Spectator.
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Morning of Joy. :
The Morning of Joy, being a Sequel to the

a
O

The following passage is taken
rom the chapter which speaks of ¢ The Ear-

T'he true morning has not yet broken ; hard-

h

eller of the dawn.

It is still might upon the earth; and *“ the
c

. o b
he worlds’ strects, doing ** the unfraitiul works

;7 *“walking in lasciviousness,
0

a
a

ng themselves about with sparks ol their own|d

u

1t is sill night to the church; a night of |D

ng. Ler firmament is dark and troubied.—!2
I'he promise of morning is sure, and she is
ooking out for it with fixed and pleading eye, |8

Yet it has|€

10t arisen. It is still deferred—deferred in

ng of this night shall be the closing of hope,|?

arkness. [for*‘ the Lord.is not

But though it is night, there are times, both

Such: was the * morning” to
ing” to Jacob when the tidings came to him
Such was the
(Ruth

(1 Sam. i. 18.)  Such

ing his latter end more than his|s

when ‘the Lard turned ‘back  the caplivity of!

Zion, *“ making them like men that dream,”
fitling ““ their mouth with laughter and their

If temptations|liverance from exile.

grimage, and through all its course he sighs
for the ‘home of his soul.
fied nor unhappy—far from it; and yet he
finds many things here which cast a shadow
over the present, and lead him to look forward
for a brighter day.
Righteousness do indeed guild the mountain-
tops, but the gloom of midnight rests on the
dark valleys below.

wending their way to death. Of'those who
live where the light shines, what multitudes
€| walk in darkness!
Ask : How has it|selves to be reclaimed !

produce but small results.
own heart he cannot trust, its native tenden-

Apply anew to|nidst of darkuess within and without,_ he is
oiten ready to wonder where the scene shall

of the night; or, O that I had wings like a
dove, for then would I fly away and be at rest.

Yet press manfully on, for the morning cometh,
if taithful, your redemption draweth nigh. In

soon will the day dawn and the shadows.flee

New-Yorx Observer.

in readiness for it. '
the wicked and slothful servant, that doeth

the property of the elect and faithful ?
ungodly men and sinners believe the coming

tess this faith, * We believe that thou shalt
come to be our Judge?”

Judgment.
the faithful that theerLurd, their gracious Re-

Therefore every faithful soul cannot but wait

that he may give account of his faithtulness,

faithful service that he has been by grace en-

science.
factor in the jail; he waits and looks for the

ed men expect Chris§ and thus wicked angels

lievers, even the least and lowest ; if it.be only
a cup,of cold water given in his name. "The

Noah when the flood ¢ried up, and the face of |eXpgetation weant iu the Gospel, is proper to

the earth was renewed. ~ Suck wasthe * mory- | believers.—Dr. D. Featly.

her members exhibited the hi
petsonal picty, holy zeal, brotherly love, and
tirm.adherence to the doctrines and ordinan-
cesof the gospel.  "T'hey were not ashamed of]| :
Christ wor of his cause. They exhibited in{morality,§ more important history, and finer
their,holy life and fervent spiris, the christian.
character. Their lovely tempers, their uni

of sentiment, and their undissembled affection|la
for each- other, commended the religion of,
k:uxim twice as much ag he had be-|Jesus, and coustrained even their enem

ongue with singing,” in the day of their de-

The Night is far Spent.
To the Christian, this life is, at best, a pil-

He is pot dissatis-

The rays of the Sun of

Millions on millions of
he race are without hope and without God,
How few will suffer them-
The Christian’s utmost efforts to do good
Opposition to the
His

ies set strongly toward perdition, and.in the
nd.- He cries anxiously, Watchman, what
Fellow-Christians, the night may be dark,

trangth almost for nought, you muy go with
our head bowed down like a bualrush, feelin

()S‘ma_v labour long and seem to spend your
hat,every day is full of sin and. of sorrow.—

little time, He that shall come will come,
nd will not tarry.  The night is far spent:

way ; a day without cleuds, without sin, with-
ut sorrow, and. with no night beyond it.—

Twofold Lxpectations of Christ’s Coming,

In the gospel it is made the property of a
ood and faithful servant, that hie waiteth for
is master’s coming, and preparcth all things
And this is opposed to

lean.otherwise. But you will say, * Is this
Do not

f Christ, and that He shall come to judge the
uick and the dead? Do they not even pro-

1 answer, There is
twofold expectation of Christ’s return to
One, an expectation with desire,
nd with earnest longing : the exyectation of

eewmer, their loving Husband, shall come.—

pon Him : as a faithful servant that hath done
is work, longeth for his master’s coming home,

nd may be acceptable to his master for his

bled to do in his master’s absence, and re-
eive his master’s gracious remuneration, .

But there is another expectation of Christ to
ome ; that is, not.with desire, but with horror,
nd dread, aud fear, out of guiltiness of con-
This is the expectation of a male-

oming of the Judge to pass sentence an him,
nd so be dragged to exeeution. Thus wick-

spect hiw.  But the expectation of the Godly

The Christian Chureh, i
- "The period of her greatest glory was when
degree of

—

conversation, and social prayer. The tempo-.
ral and spiritual welfare of each other lay near

their hearts; and their interests were sweetly:
b'ended and kait together in love. Nor muss
we forget their respect and love towards these
who had the rule over them:in the Lord:i—

‘““They highly esteemedithem in love for their

work’ssake.” They valued a gospel ministry,
and embracedievery opportunity to hear the

word preached,. even at the hazard of their

lives. Thus they were living epistles of the:
truth, scen and read. of all men. They were

sparkling stars in the ohristian’s hemisphere,
shining with heavenly light, in a world of
moral darkness : yea, they wene like so many

suns beaming: with resplendent glory in the:
firmament of the christian church. ~Let -us.
contrast our state with theirs; and ah, how"
is the gold become dim ;. how is the fine gold.
changed ! ~

‘“ Lord revive us,
All our help must come from thee.”

Baptist Reporter.

Divine Forgiveness.

Many persons think that because they have-
been such great sinners God will not forgive
them. But they should remember that his.
ways are not our ways. Are you willing to be-
saved in God’s way?  Gothen, and cast your--
self at the feet of Fesus, and say with a depart..
ed saint,, “ Lord, I adore thee as my Saviour,,
thou didst die for my sins, and I commit my
all to thee, Wash me in thy blood; wash:
not my feet only, but my hands agd my head.
Thy gospel I embrace. All that thou disco--
verest let me believe; all that thou teachest
let me learn. Thy example I would follow..
All that thou lovest let me love; all that thou.
hatest let me hate; and all that thou com-
mandest, let my faith, working by love, urge
me to obey. Be thou.my all; thy death and
righteousnesss, my hope ; thy life, my pattern ;.
thy word, my rule; thy glory, my aim; thy
love, my heaven.” Go thus, s he did, and
you will hear a voice speaking to your soul
the cheering words, ““ Thy sins which were-
many, are all forgiven thee.” —Ib.

The Power of God.

Weare guilty, and were not mercy as mighty
to save, as justice is to punish, we must perish.
We are depraved, and were not grace as pow-
erful to renew and sauctify, as mercy is to par-
don, even mercy could not fit us for heaven.
Were not divine holiness omnipotent, it could
nqt multiply nor rtestore its own image upon
fallen souls, for the soul is averse to sanctifica-
tion. Even divine love, if not omnipotent,
could never have carried its point in winning
the human heart, nor in harmonizing all the
claiws of love and justice, with the exercise of -
rich metcy and free grace to sinners.—Philip.

Trust in God.

I could write down twernty cases when Ii
wished God had done otherwise tham he did s
but which I'now see, had I my own will, would
have led to extensive mischief. The life of a
Christian is a life of paradoxes. Ie must lay
hold. on God; he must follow hard after him;
he must determine not tolet him go. And
yet you must learn to let God alone. Quiet-.
uess before Geod. is one of the most difficult of
all Christian graces—to sit where he places
us; tobe what he would have us be, and this
aslong as he pleases.—Anon,

The Love of Christ,

How little of the. sea can a child carry in.
his hand ! as little do I take away of my great
sea, the boundless love-of Christ. My Lord
Jests is kinder to me than ever he was. It
pleaset him to dine and sup with his afflicted .
prisoner, The King  feasteth me, and his
spikenard casteth a sweet smell. . Put Christ’s
loye to the trial, and throw all your burdens
won it, and then it will appear love: indeed.
We employ .not his love, and therefore we
know it not.—Rutherford. | i
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' Lhave regularly aud attentively read the
hioly scriptures, and am of -opinion that  this
volume (independent of its divine origin) con-

; 1l ies to
ay, *‘ See bow these christians love one ano-

ther,” They highly valyed each other’s soci-| vein; of si
ety,; hence th‘y_\oﬂen met together for pio:

~

more sublimity and: beauty, more pure .

strains of poetry and eloquence, than can be
; ted from all other books .in any age or
uage.—Sir William Jones.
- Tertullian saith, I adore the fulness of the
scriptures, in them the tryths are scattered..
like g0 'many pearls, we must search as for a.
» this precious bopk, is our Mag-.
na Charta for heaven, . ..



