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[FOR THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.]

TROUGHTS ON THE FUTURE LIFE.

However we may be affected bythe change
that passes upon us in death, there is no rea-
son to think that it will impair in their ac-
tion, much less destroy any of those affections
that may jostly be considered as constituent
parts of our being. From infancy to old age
we pass through many changesin thislife, but
the consciousness of sameness is not affected
thereby. Isit not the proof that we have within
us a substance that is not weakened or wasted
by material change? And is it not in this
that the social and benevolent affections re-
side? These affections will accompany us
then into the future world. They cannot be
taken from us without our ceasing to be what
we are. 'They are essential and distinguish-
ing elements of our spiritual nature. How
then can they cease to act so long as that na-
ture exists’? But what does their pleasurable
and happy activity demand? Why the pre-

sence of those we have known and loved on|.

earth. 'I'hat venerable father who loved and
served God with all his house. That sainted
mother, whose virtues and piety acted with
such telling power upon her children. The
absence of those and others might cause the
vast assemblage of glorified spirits, to give
butfa more deep and distinct sense of solici-
tude und loneliness. And is it not reasonable
to suppose, that their own spiritual peculiar-
ities would become the means by which they
would reveal themselves to our consciousness?
‘T'hat these would form points of joyous con-
tact and blessed communion? So that while
our social and benevolent affections, would
embrace in their limitless range, the whole
assembly of the redeemed, thev would act
with a peculiar force and directness towards
the objects of our previous knowledge and
tove. Just as a man may have proper regards
towards all mankind, yet have peculiar attach-
ments {owards the beings composing his own
family. We think that asthese affections are
an important and an essential part of our na-
ture, and as the sameness of that nature re-
quires their activity, and consequently the
presence of their objects, it is but rational to
conclude that they will have means of reveal-
ing themselves to our consciousness, and of
renewing their unforgotten intercourse, under
the reign of perfection and blessedness.

This seems to be quite accardant with the
goodness of God, What is it that has spread
desolation over the verdure of life? What is
it that has inflicted the deepest wounds,and the
most difficult to be healed? Is it not accor-
dant with the Divine goodness that this ver-
dure shiould be renewed? T hat these wounds
should be healed? Anund that this should be
be done by the restoration of the objects of our
knowledge and love? Such recognition will
afford scope for the exercise of the benevolent
affections. © Joy will be experienced from wit-
nessing tie happiness of others. Henee it is
well observed‘ * the understanding shall live
there with a clear and supreme wisdom, the
will with an obedient love,.the memery with
an eternal representation of the good that is
past, the senses with a continual delectation
in their objects” Finally, all that is man,
shall live in a perpetnal joy, comfort and bles-
sedness.

‘“ Seneca said that the possession of what
good soever, was not pleasing withoat a part-
ner. T'he possession then of the chief good
must be much more delightful with the society
of excellent companiens. If a man were to
remain alone for many years in some beautiful
palace. it would nof please him so well as a de-
sert with company ; but the city of God is fali
of most noble citizens, who are all sharers of

et;rm! possession of this felicity, is an unspeak-

‘table joy.  The fear that the good things we

enjoy are to an end, or at least may end; min-
gles wormwood with our joys, and pleasures
do not relish where there is danger ; but this
celestial happiness being eternal, neither shall
nor can end, diminish, nor be endangered ; but
with this security, adds a new joy unto those
others of the saints.” All this accords with
the Divine goodness and is expressive thereof.
We add to these thoughts the following
beautiful lines : — '

“ Blest be the hour when friends shall meet,

Shall meet to part no more,

And with celestial welcome greet,
On an immortal shore.

‘T'he parent eyes his long-lost child ;
Brothers on brothers gaze :

T'he tear of resignation mild

Is changed to joy aud praise.

Congenial minds, arrayed in light,
High thoughts shall interchange ;

Nar cease. with ever new delight,
Ou wings of love to range.”

J.D. C.

 ENGLISH Nﬁivs.

Summary of Latest News, abridged from the Liver-
pool Mercury of April 26th.

The report of the proximate dissolution of the
present ministry only disturbed the profound
tranquillity of our political atmosphere for a
very brief period. \

We intimated on Tuesday that Sir Robert
Peel’s‘alleged interview with her Majesty and
Prince Albert must have been, if not apocry-
phal, non-political ; and the 7%mes of the same
day took the same view, winding up wig the
declaration that there is as much prospect at
the present time of Sir Robert Peel becoming
Prime Minister as there is of his becoming the
Grand Llama of Thibet. The Morning He-
rald, however, is not satisfied with the ritc'licule
and banter of the Z'%mes : it wants a distinct
denial of the rumour that the ex-Premier had
a long interview with royalty. Without such
a denial, the Protectionist journal will not part
with its lingering hope.

In the House of Commons, on Tuesday,
Mr. James Heywoed, @ne of the members for
North Lancashire, brought forward his motion
for the appointment of a special committee to
inquire into and report upon the state of the
Universities of Oxford, Cambridge, and Dub-
lin, with a view to the adaption of those insti-
tutions to the requirements of modern times,
by improving the systemn of education and per-
mitting the admission of dissenters. A long
debate ensued. The motion was opposed by
Lord J. Russell, who said that the admission

of dissenters was a question of principle for the

decision of parliament.

Dearn oF toe Poer LavreaTe.—Died, at
Rydal Mount, on St. George’s Day, (Tuesday
last,) a few days after completing his eightieth
vear, William Wordsworth, Esq., Poet Lau-
reate. 'This eminent character, up to the mid-
dle of last month, was in the enjoyment of a
serene and green old age, when, unfortunately
for his friends, in a walk to his favorite Gras-
mere, during the severe weather of last March,
he caught a cold, which brought on a pleuritic
attack, from the effect of which e never re-
covered. ’

IreLanp.—Mr. John O’Connell’s threat of
dissolving the Repeal Association has had the
effect of swelling the last week’s receipts to
£37, and though this is a paltry amount, view-
ed as a national contribution, it is sufficiently
large to have induced the hon. gentleman to
abandon his idea of abandoning repeal, a: least
for the present. ‘

Sales of land in Dublin, by the Encumbered
Estates Commissioners, are now of frequent
occurrence. As these sales render it impossi-
ble to raise money on an Irish estate in the or-
dinary way, a number of members of parlia-

the same blessedness. ‘This conversation,
also, being with wise and &oly personages,
shall mueh increase their joy ; for if one of the
greatest troubles of humanlife ‘be, to suffer

ment have made a request that the provisions
the measure may be extended, so that owners
of unencumbered or partially encumbered es-

the ill-conditions, follies, And impertinences of | tates uay have the power of raising money on

rude and ill-bred people, and the gréatest con-
tent to converse with sweet, pious and learned
friends ; ‘'what shall that Divine 'eonversation
be in Hedven, where there is none ill-condi-
tioned, none impious, none froward, but at
peace, piety, love and sweetness? Ervery one

shall then' vejoice as much in the felicity of{had

another; as in his own ineffable joy ; and shall

possess as mqn&"j‘éyt as he shall find compan-|spectaclé in the streets aud the gorgeo

ions. Where oxd is,'nothiug'_iq wanting ; all
there know' God "without “efror, behold him

without end, praise him without weariness, |acclamations, and ladies way

land debentures.

Rowme.—The Pope is in the Vatican. The
Holy Father returned on the afiernoon éf'the
12th instant to his subjugated, if not repentant,
people; but the most t_{"mwogthy accounts do
not lead us to suppose that his arrival in Rome

given birth to much honest enthusiasm.

love him without tediousness, and in thislove|chiefs; but there are half-concealed and mys-

themselves in God. ' Besides all this,

terious intimations of conspiracies and many

she security which the will shall have, in the'arrests—of an attempt to set fire to the Quir-

(despatch annognces that he was réceived with
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inal, of petards being discharged behind the
Palazzo Chigi, and of a small infernal machine
having exploded near the Palazzo Teodoli.

GermANY.—The two chambers of the Er-
furt Parliament have completed their revision
of the constitution of the Prusso-Germanic
League, although the drama has proceeded
thus far, there are still many who {ook upon
itas aroyal farce.© The Prussian Government
are said to be divided in opinion as to whether
they shall stop the performance or play out the
play ; and one authority declares that, if the
parliament proceed to the formation of a cabi-
net, serious demonstrations, which may result
in hostilities; wilt at once be made by Austria
and the other allied powers.

Greece.—The melancholy aceounts from
Athens, to the effect that the IPrench arbitra-
tor had altogether failed to effect a compro-
mise,and that the negotiations had heen broken
off, have been doubted and contradicted. The
Times of Wednesday, however, asserts its en-
tire confidence in the accuracy of the intelli-
gence, and characterises as *“ a lie of official
maguitude” the assertion of the organ of the
Foreign-office, that Baron Gros was at the date
of the last despatches ‘“ prosecuting with dili-
gence and with every prospect of success the
good offices which France had tendered, and
which England hnd accepted.”

Turxey.—In the final settlement.of the *fu-
gitive question,” no term has been fixed, it is
said, for the confinement of the refugees ; but
we are told that the Tuarkish Government kas
engaged that they shall be detained as long as
it shall be considered necessary for the seeurity
of Austria. 'I'he Sultan has written autograph
letters to Queen Vigtoria and Louis Napeleon
acknowledging the great service which the
English and Freneh fleets rendered in the set-
tlement of a question which once caused such
lively apprehension and sympathy in Europe.

France.—From France we have no news
possessing any novelty.
of a representative for the department of the
Seine still causes much excitement. The
votes of the army are in course of being taken,
and the National gives.the following as the re-
sult of the ballot of the 24th and 27th regiments
of the line, in garris'n at Orleans :—Eugene
Sue, 65; Leclerc, 10; blank tickets, 3. Aec-
cording to an authentic list in the Moniteur,
there were 187 soldiers killed and 59 wounded
by the falling of the suspension bridge at An-
gers, and there are still 36 men missing.

T'he days of the Russell Ministry, it is clear. are
drawing 10 a close, and it seems somewhat proble-
matical whether they wil) weather the seesion; the
Ministry has been thrice defeated since Monday.

Her Majesty’s accouchement, it is expected, will
take place in about a fortnight. '

_Trade in the manufacturing districts was rather
more satisfactory. and in some articles an advance
In prices had taken place. Inthe wonlien dis-
tricts a fair amount of business is going forward,

Tue NEw Stean Smp Asia.—The last and
greatest of 1the splendid fleet of steamers which
carry the mails between Liverpool and America. the
Asia, will arrive here from the Clyde on the 25th
inst. The Asia, which is the Jast, is also the finest
of this line, and wili take her departure for the
Western world in ‘the course of the following
month.  Every trinmph of mechanical skill and
ingenuity lessens the distance between us and onr
enterprising cousins on the American continent.

It is the intention of the Peninsular and Oriental
Stean Navigation Company henceforth o sail their
ships upon the temperance principle. — No spirits]
are to be served out except in cases of emergency.
The wages are to he adyanced 5s. per month.

The Pope entered Rowe on the 12th inst. at
four o’clock in the afternoon. The telegraphic

acclainations by all ranks of the people, vast nome-
bers of whom went out 10 vieet him. [ ru-
maoured that His Holiness will shorily make a tour
thrbugh his States, A : ;

Goop News ¥or Tur Hicnuanp Sonoigr.—
Under this heud the Sturling Observer. states that
Mr. Huome, M. P.. has expréssed his willingness to
bring before the House of Commons the propriety
of abolishing the kilt in the army, upon the pre-
sentation of a petition, which is now in course of
preparation, and which will
davs. ; s
~ Presexts ror Her Masestv.—The Rormomh

eam-vessel, which arrived at Plymouth from
Tangier on Saturddy, has landed ‘some n
‘African animals and birds, sent as presents from

ror.of Moroeco to Her Majesty. the Queen of]
Great Britain. They cunsist of a Jion, lioness,

lioness, and tiger; and these ferocious beasts allow

The election in Paris

| mining operations 193,000

The Lnte Sacrilege in the Westminster Family's
Vault at Eccleston.—-On the 18th ult. there came 1o
Lccleston three well-dressed women, who inguired
for the parish glerk, and told him that they had a
great wish to see through the interior of the beau-
uful Jittle chureh.  The clerk complied with their
wizhes, and lhoy seemed to admire 1t maeh, being
very particular i thetr inquiries nhout the vauli,
and how it was opened, and if the coffins were high-
ly decorated with silver plate, &c., to which the
clerk gave them satisfactory answers. ‘T'he Iadies
rewarded him for his trouble, and lefi. These
ladies, it is supposed, were menin women's apparc] ;
for, as we_hgve déscribed before, 1the church was
broken open and the vault entered and completely
ransacked. The coffinsg were all siripped of the
plate and thrown in a heap.  Some of the corpses
were on they faces, some onrtheir hieads, and some
on their feet. It is supposed the villains were 1y
the vault three hours. “I'he Marquis of \Vestmin-

ster has offered a hundred pounds reward. — Chester
Chronicle.

DreAvruL AcCinent in Francy—T%ree Hun-
dred Lives Losl.—T'he Paris correspondent of the
Morning Post writes as tollows ou Wednesday :

‘““ A frightful carastrephe has occurred at Angers,
which was lately the scene of tumult and disor-
gamsation. ‘t'he third battalion of the 1)th rea-
ment, were marching across the suspension bridge
which leads into the towir; the swuff’ had reached
the lefl pier, close o the chateaun, when suddenly
the chains were heard to-crash; and with a sudden
swerve and oscillation the bridge broke down, and
opwards of GO0 men, armed with bayonets and
saores, were piunged into the river, swoiien to twice
it8 usunl 2izs by the recent heavy rains.  The har-
rowing scene whieh followed surpassed all descrip-
tion.  An eye-witness of the horrible occurrence,
who enme post to Puris with the news, has just re-
counted to me the horrors of the scene. ‘I'he chains
of the left pier conninued to hold, and the remain-
der of the regiment, including the lust file of the
Voltigeurs, sprung with distraction -to the pier and
clung to the chains, which happily did not fall.
The rain was fulling. in torrents. and the swollen
and inddy stream. which rushes by “blueck
Angers,” as our King Jdhn called this city, carried
away with 1L scores and scores of struggling svl-
diers,

‘“ Meantime, as the iroops had their bayonets
fixed, several of the men inflicted frightfal wounds
on therr sinking comrades, uniil 4t last the river
beeurne completely ensanguined from the bloud
wineh streamed from 'their weunds, thus unconsei-
ou:ly inflicted. As the rain still contihued to pour,
the occurrence was not witnessed by many persons ;
but the alann was quickly given, and all the boat-
men and fishermen of the Loire and Maine came
ap with drags, &c., and eeveral dying and halt-
drowned mer, were saved from a watery grave.
Yoa mny perhaps remember that Black Angers
stands ot a ship of land forming an angle, or del.
at which the Lower [Jaine joins the Loire, some
distance below ihe town. Durinz heavy raine the
streamn becomes swollen into a ¢ revolutiopary tor-
rent,’ a8 it was called by Carrier, in the good old
days of the Noyades. Unhappily, the water was
in this state ut this drealful moment ; and never
since the sume waters closed over the corpses of
the murdered priests and children at Nantes, in 93,
have they witnessed so hideous a scene,

“There were five companies, of 117 men each,
marching aver the bridge, exclusive of the rey:-
mental band, and the many groups of laughing
children and women, who are cver to he seen greer-
ing the arrival of a new regiment, These were al)
precipitated inio the dark and angry waters. and
upwards of 300'are known to have perished. About
Lwenty corpses have been picked vp, and several
wounded men have been dragged ashore still alive.
Amongst them is the lieutenant-colonel of the re-
giment, who is, however, in a dangerous state.”

In the Assembly, on Wednesday evening, Ge-
neral d'flautpoul stated the iron bridge at Angers
had broken down while four companies of the 11th
Legers were passing, and that 300 had been drown-
ed. _He added, * 'T'he government, on 1ts side, in-
tends 1o submit to' your deliberation a project of
law, with a view 1o allay the grief of some discon-
solate mothers.” . (*“ hnmediately,” eried severa)
members.)—M. Leon KFaucher eaid that he was sure
of being the interpreter of the sentimems of the As-
sembly in declaring that it shared the emotion of
the Minister of War.
Tre Mines or Grear BritaiN.—A late
number of the Edinburgh Review contains a
very interesting article on this source of na-
tional industry. There are employed in the
. persons, and in the
metallic arts and manufactures 142,000. The

be forwarded in a few{annual profit is $20,000,000" The yearly

uce ol copper is 15,000 tons; of lead
000 tons ; of tin 5,000 tons. The prodiice
of iron is 2,200,000 tons. * The produce of coal
101846 was 37,754,750 tons.  In 1837 the an-
nual produce of the mines of Greaf Britain
was valued at $100,000,000; since'then it has
greatly increaséd. ' : '

ALuldmuo.-‘-Tanom'mittee ot; the Lon-
don Mendicity Society have compiled tables

their swarthy attendants to fondle themn and |
bandle with impunity iheir formidable teeth
powerful jawe. : 2

which prove, on the best authority, that of the

vast sums given by. benevolent individuals for

twﬁ;}mﬁ distress, thondl;::qu.

ing cases average only three in a hundred.

he visitors to" the British Museum are




