
“WRITING ONES OWNEPITAPH. 
“ What a strange proposition!” would be 

the ready reply of every reader, were that 
work now proposed to him. 
work of ours. Let those who come after us dof 
it. This work is not to be done by us, but 
for us, and an absurdity is the idea of a such) 
a work till after we are dead.” 

But if ‘an epitaph on a tomb-stone has any 
thing to say of moral character, it speaks of 
what. was done before death—not of what was 
done at death, or after it. The person was 
doing, when life ran on, that which formed 
the basis of the epitaph, provided there was 
no hypocrisy in the inscription. The author 
of the inscription was only, when making it, 
transcribing what had been already virtually 
written. He did not create, but took the ma- 
terials already furnished at his hand, He co- 
pied in a comprehensive sentence a volume 
which had been written before. Who wrote 
that volume? It consisted of the life of the 
deceased. It was the life he lived. He then 
furnished what was condensed into those few 
words, by which the chisselled marble spoke 
te the world of him who slept beneath. 
We are busy, then, about the very work we 

should reprobate, and properly, were it pro- 
posed in the shape of our actually writing our 
inscription on our tomb, by our daily manner 
of life, the inotives that govern us, the emo- 
tions which are awakened in our bosoms, the 
words we utter, the example we present to the 
world, by -all this we make inscriptions. We 
tell the world who we are. We speak more 
forcibly and effectually than the cold stone, 
that marks where we lie, can speak to men. 
We speak to the few comparatively what is 

spoken by the engraved stone. We speak to 
the many by what we now display of character. 
There will be only now and then a loiterer in 
the churchyard where we shall lie. Here and 
there, one in the thousands may look upon the 
epitaph found there. Buf the many--the 
multitude about us—are reading what we are 
now offering by our daily life for their perusal. 
We thus speak in every circle in which Provi- 
dence places us, and to every class of persons 
thus brought into contact with us, And, ‘as 
life is prolonged, the number becomes im- 
mensely great. The living epitaph addresses 
a vastly greater audience than the dead. 
And small is the impression made by the 

eold stone’s best account of us. Qur present 
and daily developed character has a living 
voice, our kindness beams in the eye. Our 
love for the soul speaks by the affectionate 
warning, or the fervent intercession. Out re- 
verence for God, in the sacredness of our ma- 
nifest regard for all his institutions. Qur spi- 
ritual mod in the reference, in all our ae- 
tions, to eternity, The tombstone is dead— 
we arte alive; and living and heart-affecting 
is the appeal we make before the living wit- 
nesses, of our living piety.  ‘Fhat cold stone 
isa cold address. Our warm hearted and vi- 
sible piety “has warmth to melt cold hearts 
around us. 
{Fhe cold chisel drives into the cold stone 

the words that tell what we were. But we, 
by'a close and faithfal walk with: God, ‘act 
with far higher power upon the living spirits of] 
mens ‘We :engrave directly on the heart.— 
Alive'untb God, we press the moral features of 
our charaeters upon the living, the sensitive, 
aud yet: she indestructible tablets of rational 
winds. 

Lam writing wy epitaph?” This might 
bethe trathful utterance of every human be- 
1dg on thetheatre of life. How much interest| 
in the question, and who paght not in the deep 
est seriousness to ask it—*What am [ writ 
ing!"~—N. Y. Observer. 

Integrity among Christians. 
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little,” Men at large will not and ought not ¢ 
recognize any great worth or virtue in-a r 

ion which manifests itself in this way, Many 
professing Christians seems to suppose that 
they exhibit a real integrity, so long as they 
k ep strictly within the bounds of a legal mo- 

/. But it is not so. - The laws of the 
essarily imperfect. They cannot 

be adapted to all the cases of right and wrong 
which may arise in the intercourse of men.— 
They cannot mete out true moral justice be- 
tween man and man, n reference to a thou- 
sand little interests. It is no uncommon cir- 
cumstance that gross injustice is perpetrated 
in the name of the law, simply because of the 
limitations and deficiencies of law. . And 
the professing Christian, who is on the look 
out for such opportunities—who goes forward 
in the way of wreng, simply because he has 
law on his side, thereby forfeits the respect of 
men, and sorely impairs his influence. The 
gospel of Christ goes deeper than these hnman 
laws. It gives laws to the conscience and the 
heart, which every true follower of Christ will 
observe, though human laws do not require 
him to do so. 
These truths have a practical application. 

There will often be found in the Church, men 

who seem to pride themselves upon being 
shrewd and sharp at a bargain—upon being 
equal to the world in all the cunning and 
overreaching of trade, and the church has to 
bear the disgrace of such a spirit. For the 
enemies of religion take a great delight in 
marking the conduct of such men, and hold: 
ing up to reproach the church of which they 
are members, A church member who has 
had one jot of his worldly spirit abated by his 
connection with Christ, who is just as eager 
and just as unscrupulous in his grasp after 
this world’s . goods as before, is certainly a 
very singular person. His offence may not 
take such a shape as to be exactly disciplina- 
ble, and yet it may be doing far more injury to 
the church, than many offences, which are 
made the subject of discipline.—Congrega- 
tionalist. 
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Power of the Gospel. 

We were attending one of the churches in 
this city in our usual place. It was commu. 
nion season. The pastor, on admitting some 
new candidates, remarked that there was one 
who had been accepted, who was prevented by 
her infirmities from attending on that day— 
it being inclement and stormv. She was a 
poor colored crippled girl—a member of the 
Sabbath-school. ~All rembered to have seen 
her hobbling into the’ church—an object of 
the deepest pity. Yet, he remarked, the.ex- 
perience which she had expressed in her own 
simple language of God's dealings’ with her 
soul, was truly wonderful. “I'hat soul, in that 
poor, shattered, unattractive body; was a tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghost, Like blind Bartimeus, 
like the poor, the maimed, the blind, to whom 
our Saviour preached, she had been adopted 
among God's children. She had been brought 
in from the highways and hedges to a fill a 
place in the house of God, which the beautiful 
and the gay, the rich,/the educated, the happy 
in, this world’s smile; had passed by and de- 
spised. The gospel did not look at the earthly 
shell which enclosed the gem of immortality. 
There was tbat which was capable of becom- 
ing equal to the angels. The gospel gathered 
her, iu, and would prepare her for a radiant 
seat among the sons of light, "9 
So it was ever. with this Divine Word. ft 

is the wisdom and power. of God to the salva- 
tion of all ‘who believe. It ‘uses not earthly 
standards : it weighs haman souls in the scal 
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clusively belongs tc himself, but in every thing 
in which he is ene with his people, they pos- 
sess whatever belongs to him, = By. their ones 
ness with him, they died with him, they were 
buried with him, they rose with him, and with 
him pow, sit in heavenly places. ‘They - will 
sit on his throne, and reign with him forever 
over all worlds. All the domains of the un) 
verse belong to him, and in him they belong to 
them. They are joint heirs with Christ. As 
the wife esses all things that belong to her 
husband, 80 the Church possesses every thing 
that belongs to Christ, by virtue of their mar- 
riage. The high rank, then, to. which be- 
lievers are jk is the necessary consequence 
of their union with Christ, . He is the head ; 
they are the body. If Christ, the head, sitson 
the throne, the members of the body mast sit 
in union with the head. And so they are re- 
presented in the Book of God. Redeemed 
sinners sit'on the throne of the Lamb, while 
angels stand in the outer circte around it.— 
Whatever worlds of intelligent beings may be 
supposed to exist in the universe, however nu- 
merous and glorious the hosts of angels, in the 
whole range of creation there cannot be found 
an equal to redeemed man. “Here is wisdom, 
ye sous of science! You talk of your disco- 
veries, Be silent, ye children of vanity |— 
What are all your discoveries, when compared 
with the discovery that the gospel makes of 
the glorious destination of the ransomed sons 
of God? Here is a discovery that raises nian 
from a degradation below the vilest reptiles to 
the highest rank of ereated existence. Down, 
down, vain pretenders to wisdom! ' There is 
no science equal ‘to the science of salvation. 
Our ‘science raises its pnpils to the throne of 
God.—Carson. 

Gronnds of Substantial Peace. 

Let the world be as valuable as it will, yet 
something else is wanted to give peace to the 
mind, something that can calm thé fears and 
raise the hopes for futurity; and this nothing but 
religion can do, which entitles us to His pro- 
tection, before whom things past, present, and 
to come bow down and obey. If we have the 
assurance of his love and favor to us, nothing 
can disturb us : we stand upon a rock against 
which the winds and waves may spend their 
fury, but shall spend it in vain; for it "is im- 
movable. "The very circumstances which 
give terror to the worldly ‘man, and fills ‘his 
breast with horror, will give ease and comfort 
to the pious. ‘When he thinks of the short- 
ness of his life, and the speedy account he 
must give’ to God, his blood retires to his 
heart, and hardly there maintains its post; 
but'when the good man’s thoughts are s 
fixed, his heart springs with joy, and all his 
hopes begin to bloom; th : 

his thougnt, that he is lost'in pleasure and de- 
light, and forgets all the pains and ‘calamities 
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e prospect of that| 
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The: Useful more Enduring than Beautiful. 

“Phe tomb of ‘Moses is unknowu : Lut the 
triveller slakes his thirst at the well of Jacob. 
The gotgeous palace of the wisest and wealthi- 
est of monarchs; with the cedar, and gold, and 
ivory; and even the great temple of Jernsilem, 
ballowed by the visible glory of the Deity him- 
self—are gone ; but ‘Solomon’s resetvoirs are 
as perfect as ever. ‘Of the ancient architec 
ture of the Holy City ‘not one stone is left upon 
another; but the pool of Bethesda commands 
the "pilgrim’s reverence at the present day. 
The columns of ‘Persepolis are mounldering 
to dast’; but its cisterns and aqueducts re- 
main to'challénge our admiration. The gold- 
en house of Nero is a mass of rains; but the 
Aqua Claudia still pours into Rome its limpid 
stream. The Temple of the Sun at Tadmor, 
in‘the wilderness; has fallen; but its fountain 
sparkles as freshly in his rays, as when thou- 
sands ‘of worshippers thronged its lofty colon- 
nudes: It may be that London will share the 
fate ‘of Babylon, and nothing be left to mark 
itg site'save mounds of crumbling brick-work. 
The Thames will continue to flow as it does 
now. And if-dhy work of art should still rise 
over the deep ocean of time, we may well ‘be- 
lieve that it will be neither a palace nor a tem- 
ple, but some vast aqueduct or reservoir ; and 
if any name should still flash through the mist 
of antiquity it will probably be that of the man 
who in his‘ day sought the happiness of his 
fellow men rather than ‘their glory, and linked 
his memory to'some great work of national 
utility ‘and benevolence. = This is the true 
glory which ‘outlives all others,” and. shines 
with undying lustre from generation to genc- 
ration—imparting to works something of" its 
own immortality, and in some degree rescuing. 
them from the rain which overtakes the ordi- 
nary monuments of historical tradition, or 
mere magnificence.— Edinburgh Review. 
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‘ 5H Masie. 
Luther is frequently and fervently thankful 

for beiny enriched with a love of music. He 
says, *‘ It is ‘one of the fairest and most glori- 
ous gifts of God, to which Satan is a bitter ene« 
my; for it removes from the heart the weight 
of sorrow, and the fascination of evil thoughts. 
Music is a kind and gentle’ discipline; it re- 
fines the passions, ‘and improves the under- 
standing. Those who love music are ‘honest 
and gentle in their tempers. I" always loved 
masic, and would not for a great matter be 
without the little skill I possess in this art.” 
The amiable and talented Hooker, in the fifih 
book of his * Beéclesiastical Polity,” speaking 
of music, says, “Touching musical harmony, 
whether by instrament or voice, such is the 
force thereof, and so pleasing effects it hath in 
that very part of man which is most divine, 
that soine have been induced thereby to think, 
that the soul itself, by nature, is, or hath in it 
harmony.” - a 

_* 'Ehoiee Sayings of Newlon, 
My principal method of defeating heresy, is 

by establishing ithe truth. = Ove proposes to 
fill a bushel wi os of life: - "Not the tyrant's flown, nor the exe- 

cutioner who waits for blood, ean rob him" of 
his.peace; he looks on them as messengers 
sent by Providence to deliver him" 
pain, and to ‘carry him to the haven of kis 
rest'where his soul longs to be. ° his,’ this! 
only was the art by which saints and martyrs 
overcame the world, arid lobed ‘upon racks 
and gibets, and every form of death. but as 
many doors opening into the kingdor 
and glory. By the same art still do 
triumph under all the trials ‘of fortune ; 
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they preserve their peace in their latest 
of Hedven. Despise noue of these little ones. 
Pride not thysell upon thy gifts. Fhe 
sure of an earthly judgment wall not bringithee 
to heaven, or keep any out of heaven. 'Ihese| 
glad tidings come to thee only as a poor sin 

lon: and they are God's. word ‘and pledge of 

wretched, and thou mayest be 
Ahy present state, —. oY. Evangelist. 1 | 
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! with tares; now if I can fill it first 
with Fig oh defy his attempts... .° 
~ Many have puzzled themselves about the 
origin of evil; I observe there is,an, evil, and. 
that there is a way. to escape it, and with this 

Bh, 039 qonse) shal ing wan without an arm. 
or a leg, b 
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