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ALL THINGS EARNEST.

Time is earnest,
Passing by ;
Death is earnest,
Drawing nigh.
Sinner! wilt thou trifling be?
Time and death appeal to thee.

Life is earnest ;
When 'tis o’er,
Thou returnest .
Nevermore.
Soon to meet Etérnity,
Wilt ¢hou uever serious be ?

- Heaven is earnest ;
Solemnity '
Float its voices
Down to thee
O thou mortal, art thou gay,
Sporting through thine earthly day !

Hell is earnest ;
Fiercely roll
Barning billows
Near thy soul.
Woe for thee! if thou abide
Unreedeemed, unsactified !

God is earnest :
Kneel and pray,
Ere thy season
Pass away—
Ere be set his judgment throne—
Vengeance ready, mercy gone.

Christ is earnest—
Bids thee ‘“ Come!”

Paid thy spirit’s
Priceless sum.

Wilt thou spurn thy Saviour’s love,

Pleading with thee from above?

Thou refusest |
Wretched one!
Thou despisest
. @Ged’s dear Son!
Madness! dying sinner, turn ! *
Lest his wrath within the burn.

When thy pleasures
All depart,
What will soothe thy
~ Fainting heart?
Friendless, desolate, alone,
Entering a world unknown ?

Oh, be earnest !
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asylum by women more abandoned than them-
selves. The civil power was unable to keep
order in a district swarming with such inhabi-
tants ; and thus Whitefriars became the favo-
rite resort of all who wished to be emancipated
from the restraints of ‘the law. Though the
immunities legally belonging to the place ex-
tended only to cases of debt, cheats, false wit-
nesses, forgers, and highwaymen found refuge
there. ' For damidst a rabble so desperate no
peace officer’s life was in safety. At the cry
of *Rescue’ bullies with swords and cudgels,
and termagamt hags with spits and broom-
sticks, poured forth by hundreds ; and the in-
truder was fortunate if he escaped back into
Fleet-street, hustled, stripped, and pumped
upon. Even the warrant of the Chief Justice
of England could not be executed without the
help of a company of musketeers. Such're-
lies of the barbarism of the darkest ages were
to be found within a short’'walk of the cham-
bers where Somers was studying history ‘and
law, of the chapel where Tillotsoun wu‘?ieach-
ing, of the coffee-house where Dryden was
passing judgment on poems and plays, and of]
the hall where the Royal Society was examin-
ing the astronomical system of Isaac Newton.

* * * * 8.0 =
It was by the highways that both travel

. {lers and goods generally passed from place to|

place. And those highways appearito have
been far worse than might have been expected
from the degree of wealth and ecivilization
which the nation had even then attained. - QOu
the best lines of communication-the ruts were|
deep, the -descents precipitous, and the way
often such as.it was hardly ‘possible to distin-
guish, in the dusk, from the uninclosed heath
and fen which lay on both sides. * * *

It was only in fine weather that the whole
breadth of the road was available for wheeled
vehicles.  Often the mud lay deep’ on'the
right and left; and only a narrow tract of firm
ground rose abeve the quagmire. At such
times obstructions and quarrels were frequent,
and the path was. sometimes blocked up dur-
ing a long time by carriers, neither of whom
would break the way. It happened, almost
levery.day, that coaches stuck fast, until a team

|of eattle could be procured from some neigh-

boring farm to tug them out of the slough.—
Bat in. bad seasons the traveller had to en-
counter inconveniences still more serious. *

The great route through Wales to Holyhead
was in such a state that, in 1685, a viceroy,
going to Ireland, was five hours in travelling
fourteen miles, from St. Asaph gConway.—
ras forced
to walk a great part of the way; and his lady
was carried inia litter. His coach was, with
of many hands,

«after him entire.
ay, and

ont. borne, on-the shoulders of stout Welsh pea-
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‘|the 'design was resumed.

i i I n g l, car-|
- |riages. were, taken to pieces at

exeept when his coach was overturned or stack| The most important parliamentary debates,
fast in the mud. "% * = the most important state trials, recorded in

*¢ Witatever might be the ‘way in which a|our history, were passed over in profound si-
journey was performed, the travellers, unless|{lence. * € * People who lived at a dis-
they'were numerdus and well armed, ran con-|tance from tae great theatre of political con-
siderable risk of being stopped and plundered. {tention could be kept regularly informed of
The mounted highwayman, a marauder known|what was passing there only by means of news-
to our generation only from books, was to bejletters. To prepare such letters became a
fourd on every main road. The waste tracts|calling in London, as it now is among the na-
which lay on the great routes near London|tives of India. * * * [t s scarcely ne-
were especially haunted by plunderers of this|cessary to say that there were then no provin-
clage. Hounslow-heath on the great western|cial newspapers. Indeed, except in the cap-
road, and Finchley-common, on the great|ital and at the two universities, there was
northern road, were perhaps the most cele-|$carcely a printer in the kingdom. 'The only
brated of these spots. The Cambridge scho-|press in England north of Trent appears to
lars trembled when they approached Epping.|have been at York. * * *

*

forest, even in broad daylight. "* - * ‘ How scantily a rural parsonage was then
** The mode in which, correspondence was|furaished, even with books the most necessary
carried on between djstant places may excite|to a theologian, has already been remarked.
the scorn of the present generation ; yet it was{The houses of the gentry were not more plen-
such as might havé moved the admiration and tifully supplied. Few knights of the shire had
.envy of the pOliShed :!!iﬁons of antiquity, or of libraries so gOOd as may ' now Perpetua"y be
the coutemporaries ofRa|e|gh and Cecil. A found in a servant’s hall, or in the back par-
rude and imperfect establishment of posts for|lour of a small shopkeeper. An esquire pass-
the conveyance of letters had been set up by|ed among his neighbours for a great scholar,
Charles }'1_3 First, and had been swept away|if Hudibras and Baker’s Chronicle, Tariton’s
by the civil war.  Under the Commonwealth|Jests and the Seven Champions of Christen-
At the Restoration|dom, lay in his hall window. among the fishing
the_proceeds of the post-office, after all ex-|rods ‘and fowling pieces: No circulating li-
g—'nses had been paid, were settled on the|brary, no book society then existed even in
Duke of York. On most lines of road the|the capital. * * * Agto the lady of the
mails went out and came in only on the alter-|manor and her daughters, their literary stores
nate days. TgCornwall, in the fens of Lin-|generally consisted of a prayer-book and a
colnshire, an ong the hills and lakes of|receipt-book. During the latter part of the
Cumberiand, TWers were received only once|seventeenth century, the culture of the female
a week. Daring a royal progress a daily post/mind seems to have been almost entirely ne-
was despatched from the capital to the place|glected. If a damsel had the least smattering
where the’ court sojourned. -There was also|of literature she was regarded as a prodigy.
daily communication between London and|Ladies highly born, highly bred, and natural-
the Downs ; and the same privilege was some-|ly quick witted, were unable to write a line
times extended to Tunbridge-wells and Bath|in their mother tongue without solecisms and
at the seasons when those places were crowded | faults of spelling ' such as a charity girl would
by the great.  The bags were carried on horse-| now be ashamed tocommit. * * *
back day and night at" the rate of about five| The year 1685 was not accounted sickly ;
m"'f’N'_," s, 9 SEE A . |yet in the year 1685 more than one in twenty-
: Zn: part of the load which the old mails|th eq of the inhabitants of the capital died.—
f‘&' 0'}' '338'5“0"3 '{:,‘Po't;gt than ﬂi“’ “ed‘“' At present only one inhabitant of the capital
:aiie'u. s ‘lf o, g de the | don 21 lin forty dies annually. The difference in sa
N é:{hgr.l::: of our time exlgtel p 8 co;)x CXISk-{1ubrity between the London of the nineteenth
» ikmu‘ geteasary  capita l_.{m' ctl © DECES | century and the London of the seventeenth
i . *u to be found. fegdom, too, century is very far greater than the difference
was waiiting, ‘a want as fatal as that of either|p o ool "y e T ST ordinary season and
capital or skill. The press was not indeed aty ;-4 . the ‘chiilbsn @' W @

that ‘moment under a general censorship.—| Y1 i Ak Ccamralloss that e 3oblic

The licensing Act, whi :
e | Tirch DAc eett [NCSOR 1o of inginnd Jine soianed while it has ri-

- pened.  and that we have, in the course of

“‘the Resforation, had expired in

1679, "Anv' i int, at ;

DL DAY PNy gt WebMol pridt, » ages, become, not only a wiser, but also a
kinder people. There is scarcely a page of

his own risk, a history, a sermon, or a poem

without the presious approbation of any pub- he h: ¥ :

lie officér ; but the judges were unanimously the history or lighter literature of the seven-
olteenth century which does not contain some

proof that our ancestors were less humane

of opinion that this liberty did not extend to
than their posterity. The discipline of work-

gazettes, and that, by the common law of
8 B oobiit eticioss o e r ™ lshops, of schools, of private familiss, though
" L not more efficient than at present, was infinite-
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the unfortunate couttier complains that,
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) ish political news. * *
‘ .ondon Gazette’ ¢ at only on Mon-
d .h;aw_s ﬂur?d?;: . ;’;’:z;’:teﬁ?s’;::eﬁ?y ly harsher. = Masters, well born and bred, were
were a royal proclamation, two or three Tory(i? the habit of beating their servants. Peda-
addresses, noticés of two or three promations,|808es knew no way of imparting knowledge
an of's okitiguh betvsbr the Tuiphiial BANT  poating - thtks e e
PYSTR TR N S rale T cent station, were not at their
Lrogee SNEINS axlgétstes b thi SAIEING V- wives. The implacability of hostile factions
was such as we can scarcely conceive. Whigs

scription of a highwayman, an announcement
FITig N were disposed to murmur because Siaiford was

of a grand coc t

our, and an advertisement o ‘a re- iy ! ]
ward &*h&uyed dog. "The whole made up(suffered to die 'without, seeing his bowels
: “moderate size. "Wﬁﬁf«; was burned before his face. ‘Tories reviled and

‘the hih.|insulted Russell as his coach passed from the
i wvﬁt the. il Tower 1o the. soaffold.in Lincoln'siom-felds.

ages of
' ibe ibost| As little mercy. was shown by the papulace fo

T ?‘!"’3;‘; sufferers of pmcr rank. Ifan ¢ o
t’ resp , I Jli ihﬁdﬂmt wu'm. u‘. b Ol',y, it was w ! A es-
transaction, a broadside was caped wi Of}‘huhbw

it ivi life from the shower of brickb
b o £ and pavingestones. I e was ted tothe oarv’s
zette : but néither the Gazetts mof. any sup. Ll the crowd pressed round ::K.,ams
mentary broadside printed by 'authority|the hangman to give it the \ an
ever contained any intellizence which it did| make him howl. ~Gentlemen arranged parties

not suit the purposes of the court to publish. of pleasure to Bridewell on court days, for the

fuller_details than could




