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GREAT ENTERPRISES. .

The men of this generation seem to be stag- .

ered ‘by o projects, however igantic, whic
lgook’ to the a"‘dvgncement of in i%idua_f wealth
or %:tional glory. - Prophetic language finds
its fulfilment, in one respect at least, as physi-
cal'difficulties yield to s¢ience and to the de-
mands of the age. Every valley is exalted,
and every mountain and hill is made low, and
the crooked is made straight, and the rough
places: plain, as the path of the rail-way
strétches from the lakes to the gulf, and from
thie Atlafitic to the Mississippi—ere long to
spran the continent. Deep answers unto deep
in. the instantaneous, but noiseless whispers of
tl 1e telegraph. The ocean steamer—forming
a weekly ferry between New-York and various
F aropean and Central American ports—** Art
t' bow not it which hath dried the sea, the wa-
t ers of the great deep? that hath made the sea
a . way for the ransomed to pass over?” Next
i m she order of great enterprises, may be 3 ma-
1 ne telegraph, that shall connect Eugland and
. America. And a project is already said to be
'im agitation for a. rail-road frem. €alais to
Mooltan, in India, via Pesth and Constanti-
mople ;. thence through Turkey in Asia, pass-
#ng the ruins of Nineveh, Babylon, and Bag
dad, and reaching the Persian; gulf; thence
sagain along the Persian coass through Beiooch-
tistan to Scinde, or through the wilds of Afgh-
banistan to the Punjanb distriet of the British
>possessions—a continuous lineof 3,890 miles.
{"The tannelling of mountains, bridging of
~oceans, and spanning of continents, goes for-
' ward as steadily as if it were the purpese of
“worldly men to bring the antipedes into fra-
ternal neighborhood, and te multiply the fa-
cilities for the speedy and universal diffusion
of the elements of a bigher civilization and a
purer. Christianity for the: whole earth. It is
thus that * the carth helpsthe woman’—that
the enterprises undertaken with purely worldly
purposes are made to subserve the great ends
of the kingdom-of Ghrist..

We have introduced this topic for the sake
of saying,

1. 1f there is.money enough. to prosecute
such gigantic worldly enterprises, there is
enough to carry forward all the schemes of
Christian benevolence on a scale vastly greater
than that on which they are now planned..

2. If worldly men are unconsciously erect-
ing a stupendous scaffolding,. and employing
mighty.enginery for the temple of grace, it is
folly and madness for Christians not to ems-
ploy all the facilities thus afforded for building
up the glorious edifice,. and getting ready for
bringing the top-stone from the guarry,. with
shoutings of *‘ grace, unto it.”

3. If no physical difficulties deter men of
his. generation from attempting projectss
which would have been declared impracticable
half & century ago,. will net the moral diffis
culties in the way of the world’s conversion
vanish, before the faith and zeal of the €hris-
tian church, as she moves forward in the

strength of the Most High, to conquest and-to}?

victory?

4. If the vast achievements of the present
day.are the offspring of voluntary, united ac-
tion; will not the same elements of efficiency,
sanetified and applied to Christian enterprises,
a ish results-that isolated or constrained
effort could never effect?.

5. If worldly enterprise is making: such
amazing strides, is there not reasonable ground
of apprehension lest it should outstrip and
leave far in the backgrouud the agencies for
evangelization ;. so that ere long the mighty,
forces of earth may be found arrayed in hos-
tility to the , and the vantage-ground
now; may. be lost?. Will it answer
for Cliristian institutions to creep alongatthe
oldupace, while secular enterprises rush on at
locomotive speed, and herald their.march by
lightning messengers? Has not the'period
arrived for forming and executing benevolent
plans more commensurate with the spirit of
the-age, and the wants of our country. and.the
world?  Will not the friends of truth cheer-
fully.sustain the missionary and publishing in-
st
v-idung indicates ! = Shall not the wealth that
is- pouring in-upon the churches be- sanctified
and sent ‘Mx in wider, deeper streams;
blessing for the race? | Shall not the work

this generation be done mand for the gene
ration!” Nay, shall not the great enterprise
that enlists the and ¢alls forth the re

tutions in.every onward movement that Pros|é
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The Ehrintian Visitor:

]

1 iFeom the Watehman and Reflector,] <0 !
Have his Labors been Blessed in the Conversion o
~ i LR X

Such is the ‘question, ‘which is not ‘unfre-
quently propesed in reference to the labor of

o i
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this ‘question depends with some, not only his
¢all of God to thé ministry, but even 'his'piety
itself. Bt has often pained me when' I have
seen the prominence which, by some; have
been given to this question : * I think we must
have another pastor, for our present one does
not seem to be much blessed in the conversion
of sonls,” 'is a rethark’ which we soimeétimes
hear from the lips of members of our churehes.
Now, what dd such complainings niean”
Why, they mean, iffany thing, that the respon-
sibility ‘of saving souls rests with the pastor.
But, why not equally with the church?. Sup-
pose a pastor, ‘'who had. been three or four
years with a church; witnessing but a few,; if
any conversions, should say, I'will leave this
people and go with some ‘other people, where
my labours can be blest in the salvation 6f my
hearers. I have toiled here without success,
long enough ; surely, I believe with thé same
amount.of effort’ put forthisemewhere else,
which I have put forth here, ‘God wculd sig-
nally bless§ me—hence 1 ‘will not remain, I
will leave; andrhe does leave. Suppose all
our pastors, similarly situated should come to
the like conclusion, what would the churghes
say?. Shonld we not hear a general complaint,
from one end of the land to the other? Might
they not well ask, can we make revivals of re-
ligion 1. can we save souls? Isthe direction
oi the Holy Spirit’s influence at our controul 7

It we are doing what we can for the salvation|

of those around .us, are we to be charged with
the awful failure, if souls are not converted?
Let our churches reverse the tables, and apply
the same method.of reasoning to their pastors,
and I think they will see how unjust is much
of thig fault-finding spirit. ) ~

T@ question should not so much be,. are
souls converted under our pastor’s labors? as,
does he faithfully and affcctionately. preach
the gospel?  Does_he evince a love to the
souls of his hearers, by striving to win them
to Christ? and if he is not so mach blessed in
this respect, as we wish he was, may not the
blame, in a great degree, fall justly upon us!
Have we been faithful in warning ouor fellow-
men to flee from the wrath te- come, and lay,
hold on the hope set forth in the Gospel!—
We say, and that frequently, im our confer-
ence meetings, and in other places, that all the
efforts of the watchmen are in vain, unless
God succeeds their efforts by his Holy Spirit.
But do we pray for our pastor, that God will
thus attend his labors with divine aid? In-
stead of spending so much breath complaining,
should we not spend more in praying !

Now, let our churches talk in this way, andj
act accordingly, and we should see more fre-
quernt.and extensive revivals among us. Let
us remember; that it takes the whole church to

a pastor, ‘and upon' an affirmative answer to)

pulpit; truth often arrests
ntien, and reaches the heact, when pr
in the shape of narrative, which h
duce any effect from the pulpit:
ts-our “image, so often is|
refle 4n-the life of another. —
Thus it was that David eondemned himself in
passing setitence upon-another, '\ -
Second,. they. are-the means-of] giving en-
larged: and: benevolent.views and feelings, by
disclosing weekly the spiritual conditionof the
world, bringing: home-to the fireside of every
reader the perishing eondition of the heathen;
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over and help us.” P
Thirdly. they are the means of making an
intelligent people, imparting a knowledge of!
Geography and History, prometing the cause
of education, oreating an interest in Sabbath
Schools, and-in the distribution of Bibles and
Tractse: B
And: the last [ shall mention is; ‘they ave|
great helps in promoting revivals of religion ;
when one church is revived and souls are con-
verted unto God, that glorious news which
causes the angels in heavento rejoice, is com-
municated theough the medium of ‘thereligi-
ous newspaper, to other churches; is read by
hundreds, and perhaps thousands, and many
of them will rejoice. They will pray; with
more earnestness and faith, that they too may,
be revived; and when that congregation

with different feelings, and better. prepared to
hear the truth, from having heard of a revival?

intelligent church, ‘ready to promote every
good word and work, encourage the subscrib-
ing for and reading a well-conducted religious
newspaper. . "y

#1 Have Neglected My Soml.”
A minister of the gospel, in-the peighbor-
hood of London, was sent for one tempestous
winter evening, to visit a poor  weman who
was supposed to be very near: death. The
man of God, anxious to be the means of im-
parting comfort at such an awful time, heeded
got the cold.or the storm, but went forward on:
his errand of mercy; and having with some
difficulty found out the woman’s abode, he en-
tered her, miserable dwelling; the rain beat
tifough the broken roof and.uuglazed window;
no fire. was-in the grate, scarcely any furaiture

vered only with rags,. pale, and panting for
breath, lay the object of hiswisit.. ** My friend,”
said the good man, ** you. seem in miserable
poverty ; in.your weak and diseased condition;
you maust suffer much, for the want of the
comunon necessaries of life.”” . *“Oh,sir;” said

ing on -him her dying eyes, * my wmiserable
abode; these rags, my poserty, my want of]
every comfort, all are nothing. T countthem
all as nothing, because I feel the wants of my

reach the gospel officiently. 'Vhe pastor may
preach ever so faithfully on the Sabbath, and
ia vain, if his people do not practically preach
during the week. O, what sermons are pro-
fessors of religion.preaching every day, ei
ther for or agamst Christ, cither to lead -men
to heaven; orto gniet them on.in sin! '
Dear reader, what kind of sermons are you
preaching ? tlow much have you done du-
ring the last week to save ‘a soul from death?
How much of direct effort towards this point,
have you put forth sincé you were ‘a- member
of the church ?.  With how many of your fel-
low-men have you personally conversed upon
the subject of their salvation? For «vhose
souls have you cared enough to beéseech them
to be reconciled to God ? ~ In view of these
questions, you may say, *“ Verily I am guilty.
1 have not spoken with one person during the
last week upon this  momentous question! 1
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have conversed with upon. almost ever
subject, but upon M " /

all, ’I have not said a word—-and yet I am
o{\enoomphiniug'of._ ‘pastor

his preaching is not more
gh would not be.' I'a
nd»-Wi"x conkss m ) )

by his help will be m
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or. No wonder
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neglected my soul! My life is nearly gone;
nothing in.this world, if I could have all that
its riches and honours could procure, would
beof any use to me; the only thing which ap-|
pears of any value now is my never-dying soul.
Qh, that my time might but come over again !
I'would attend to the wants of my-soul.” . But
her timé had not to come over again ; and she
died, Reader, shall the day come when you
will have to say, *“ My soul, my soul,.I have
neglected my soul!” v
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ot God Repeesented by the Poor. -
. We find the following, impressive passage,
illustrating God’s design in requiring benévo-
lence of his creatures, in the prize essay «
Rev. Di. Cooke, of Lynn, lately issued. by

nerican Tract Society: &

’.

®

vhieh: could not with propriety befthis purpose he trust needs ask as a

come together on the Sabbath, will it not befreflen benefit of ‘our benevolent aets.

1f, theu, you would have a -benevolent and|.

inithe room.; and on.a bed of straw, and co-|:

r'
fand-not as a king.. Should he'come to usgéiu
egal splendor or-heavenly glory, his-asking
'would be a eommand, which- we should net-
dare disobey ; but our givinig would: be no act
of assion ‘ot benevolencer Bat mow he
comes'to us " in- the person of s poor—he
comes as the kibg' dethroned and dépendent
~~banished" from ‘heaven, covered with rags,.
pining it want—she comes uttering the tale of
'misery andrealsuffering, unless we afford re--
lief. And now*what'we ' give is givén by the
mmpﬁngs of compassion, and from no sordid

wes. Hereis both-a proof and exercise

- g a personal application to him; ‘as{of benevolence.. Yet, toenforee his calls; he
dué the' pan of Macedonia, in a vision' to Paul;| giyes us to'know that ivis He that speaks and
s ‘0

ipleads for compassion; ' thr " the ‘open
wounds and uttered “agénies of dying men ;
tand that every donation shall be acknowledged
by him in person when e shall' come in the
glory ‘of ‘his Father, with*all theholy angels,
and say to every ong whohas.exercised cofphs-
‘sjon on his poor, ““Inasmach as ye did itunto-
onhe ‘of the least of these, ye did it unto me”
It is mot for'his good ‘but ours, that' he- thus
beggars himself, and pleads as d beggar- be-
fore us. “ Oor ness extends not to him."”’
A wise father:draws out the disposition of his
child by bestowing gifts and then soliciting u-
portien in‘return, or getting proxies to' solicit
for him, anxious to open the heart to an ex-
pansive  generosity. o' Christ clothes him-
self in rags and casts himself on our compas-
sion for no'purpose so'much as to give us the

% Thou art 'my Sisier””
Poverty came to me, and she said, *“ I'must.
dwell with thee.” ' 'And while I'held the door
of my room half way. epery, she looked hideous
and ragged, and her voice was hoarse.” But
when I said to her, * Thou art'my. sister,” her
face looked divinely thoughtfal .and there was
that in her voice which' weiit to'my heart, and
she wus ragged no ‘roné:ii nor yet gay, but
like the angels whom God so clothes. And
through' 1ooking into her eyes, my sight was:
cleared: And'so I first 'saw’ the majesty of
duty, and that beauty in virtue ‘which is the
reflection of the ‘countenance of God.' For,
before this, my eyes ‘could only se¢ what
coarse worth there is in medals, and stars,
and ctowns, and appareled in purple and fine -
linen.— Mountford. 110

The Difference.
Christians wonder why they should be saved.
Sinners wonder why they shouldnot be saved.
The sinner asks, **“What have Edone 7" The
Christian, * What 'have Lot done?” The:
sinner: says hed ¢ best g ecan.’ The
Christian knows 5

the poor creature, raising herself up, and fix-|;

soul! Oh, sir; my sonl! my soul!. I. have|¢

: IPY@:%" was not beside - himself,

that said, “ Bepold I am agit Saul.
Judas, or Je L asJob, *“ a
perfect and an upright one that feared:
God, and esghewed evil ' M ol
The hapits of an evangelically righteous.

ly'; his sins are bat vecasional acts,
contrary to his fixed habits; whereas, with-
the ufiragenerate, it is'just ‘the reverse. Ie-
may do' good aetions; but his habits are sin-.
fal. The Christian aets out of character when.
he sins ; but when’ the other sins] he acts in+
character. With the former, sm is ii-diruw_x
sion ; with the latter, itis'the main stay. ~‘The

one walks in the way of obedience; though he-
is guilty of occasional abertations ; the other:
waiks:in the ways of disobedience habitually.

Devetion is with the Christian.a habit, though
he is'sometimes undevouat ; 80 s trust in Geod,

| hough he sometimes - distrasts him ; so isso;-
~|briety and the severest rectitude, though he

may Oeccasionally be betrayed. into acts that

are oppesed to these virtues. .. o o1
fgm;m are not out.of their senses,

he are. There is madness somewhere..

- Raul cers
,orthe other is,

W!‘:'“*' : Th’ one

. God throws on us his poor,. for the purpos
£ i ) rpose

us. . He sends’ the poor, as the|

g of us, and so, s it

LN

,‘. e asKs

i

e of himself;. and of the cause of}

ﬂf;‘ W“‘; ‘” sha I, :

bl 1000
tomsemgl

dreaming. Who is. it, P
Contrt T,
om ‘: ! it ) pi{)ﬁ;”’\
der munmswq

0 AR TR
08!

' T.won




