| He who binds his:store epp
-~ "He, alond, istraly wise. 2 {

-

"ﬂfaﬁtﬁg Newspaper: devoted fo - |

REV. E. D. VERY,

R

* T
)

;’olume XEE.

“ BY PURENESS, BY KNOWLEDGE=BY LOVE UAFEIGNED."—Sr. Pavt.

————

SAINT JOHN, NEW-BRUNSWICK, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY S, 1350,

EDITUR. -

Number 3. (

THE GLEANER.
\Viigil the earth is crown’d with fatness,
_,And the yellow harvest yields
‘To the sickle of the redper,
~Toiling in the sunny fields,
_Mark the glad contented gleaner,
" Gather one by one ber store—
Every act of clieerful labour
Makes her richer than before:
S Comfort ye of lowly grade—~
Ear by ear the sheaf is made,

Envy not thy richer neighbour,
Though he owns a large estate :
Messengers from Heaven coming,
Do not tarry at his gate.
Open wide the cottage lattice—
Enters in the balmy air;
_And the great sun brightly shining,
Glads the hearts that worship there.
¢ ' Comfort ye of lowly grade—
; Ear by ear the sheaf is made.

- Golden treasures thickly scatter’d,
"t Strew the world’s great surface o’er;
4 ‘Man 4s but a'humble gleaner,
Finding knowledge, seeking more ;
Step by step he plods his way,
Ouie-by one his blessings rise '
e
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Comfort ye of lowly grade—
Ear by ear the sheal is made.

i

Family Friend,
[Frog he Loudon City Mission Magazine.]
THE DQCK™ LABOURER. k
ik :

" | 'FLUCTUATIONS OF WAGER.

‘don
‘hands, - acgording as the: business. is
“ brisk’ or ¢ slack.” Out of this numbe

ers, receiving  upon an. ayerage;16s, 6& per
‘week wages, with the exception of cogpers,
carpenters, smiths, and other mechanics who
are paid the usual wages.of their crafis.;. Be-
sides these, there are miny hundreds—sfrom
',,.L,g'  t0,2,500—casual :laborers, who a

gaged at the rate of 2s. 6d. r day in th@sam-
wer, and at;2s. 4d. per day in the
months. Frequently, in case of many

extra hands are hired.in the course,of the day,
at the rate of4j{ per bpu;wﬁ%rge &mmm
laborers, a recommendation is required; but
fq_r_?thex’pas_tl;?: labourers no ‘J;.haracter’ is de-

AR ThR. AN of the casual ands
engaged by the day depends, of course, upon
the amount of yord to be done, and I find that

the total n ers in the docks va

Fid gbe yi’;'pu;'eps ' establighment of thé Lon-

ocks is worked Dy from 1,000 to’3,000
ther
ere

are always from 400 to 500 permanent fibor-

the 1,180 hands engaged on the 30th of the

hands have been thrown out of employ by the

i chopping of the wingd, but the labouring men

dependent upon the business of the docks for
their subsistence would in one day have been
deprived of £227 17s. 6d. This will afford
the readér some faint idea, of the precarious
character of* the subsistence obtained by the
laberers employed in this neighborhood ; and
consequently—as it has been well proven, that
all men who obtain their livelihood by irregu-
lar employment are the most intemperate and
improvident of all—it will be easy to judge

{what may be the condition and morals of a class

who to-day, as'a body, may earn near upon
£400, and to-morrow only ¢ e e

The reader must also remember what kind of
men the casual laborers generally are. They
are me, it should be borne in mind, who arg
shut out from the tsual means of life by the
want of character. Hence you are not as-
tonished to hear from those who are best ac-
quainted with thé men, that there are hu

dreds among the body who are knowh thieves,
but who come there to seek a living, so that,

.t The account of- the variation in the total
number of hands employed, and the sam of
money paid as wages to them by the different
fdobk corfipanies when the business is brisk or
slack, may be stated ds follows :—

‘“ At the London Docks the difference be-
tween the greatest, and smallest number is
2,000 hdnds; at the East and West India
Docks 2,500 do. ; at the St.‘Kathal‘ine Docks
1,200 do. ; at the remaining docks (say) 1,300
do. 'Potal number of" dock-labourers thrown
out of employ by the prevalence of easterly
winds 7,000, ' A

" The difference between the highest and low-
est amount of wages paid at the London Docks
is ' £1,500 ; at the East and West India Docks
£1875; at the St Katharine' Docks £900;
at the remaining docks'£975 ; Total £5,2590.

. *“From the above statement, then, it appears
that by the prévalence of an easterly wind, no

less than 7,000 out of the aggregate number

“lof persons living by dock labour may be de-

prived of their regular income, and the entire

ody may have as much as £5,259 a-week ab-
stracted from'the amount of their collective
%arnin at @ period of aetive employment.—

ut the nuwmbor of individuals who depend up-
on the quaitity of shipping entering the port
of London for their daily subsistence is far be-
yond this amount. Indeed, we are assured by
a gentleman filling’ a high situation in St. Ka-
tharine’s DockE, and who from his sympathy
'with the laboring poor has evidently given no

ries from 500 to 3,000 apd odd. . On the 4th|1iot . atents : g i
530 . . ; ption to the subject, that, taking in-

of &:X » 1849, the number of hapds.e °dlw%omideminﬁ the number of'wharf'laborers)

WG nent. | dock iabourerz, lightermen, riggers and lump-

) it was 3,012, and

QW-—-W 2,7 3 on
the 26th of t m?:M _ Tons 012

on the 30th it was 'iw These appear to
. , es  variation for ':ﬁ:: pre-

s ofth

ing. the,
tering the dock
“slack.’

e pumbir of hands employed fon

; *l‘ﬁ no 'l“."’tm 8%

A 1or the preé-iters and indeed all the ous
isduetoa grpater| gallings connected with ship%,' there are

ers, shipwrights, caulkers, ship carpenters, an-
jchor smiths,‘corn porters, fruit -and coal me-
l;m’t’lfgrl'bus arts and

110 less'than from 25,000 to 30,000 individuals
who are thrown wholly ‘ot of employ by a long
oontiﬁﬁa!:’ce
then, the gains

of gasterly wind¢. | Estimating,
63 this large body of individu‘ﬁl

depend upon the London shippin
their mhMemnP:;mnm to ﬁo,ooo pg

»
wr’

?lweek ; and considering that such winds are|

- ol ”kq at a time, it follows that t

el £4¢

ten known to prevail from a fortnight

to this large class will amount to from
‘within 2 momth; an

| com- o the laboring poor which
paid £376 10s, to the 3,01 -mmo emomplgw Nor is
oyed on the 26th of May last, while! his the only evil connected with an enduring

/

only £148 12s. 6d. would have been paid to' easterly wind.

same month. Hence not only would 1,823

if taken' for any past offetice, their late indus-|al
try may plead for some little jenity’.i their byes

at 2s. 6d. per 'day, or 155, per week, when
fully éapfoyed; wo shall' Sul thak theloss to
| g;qc&wbo

Directly a change takes place,
a ‘ glut’ of vessels enters the metropolitan port,
and labourers flock from all quarters, indeed
they pour from every part where the workmen
exist Jn a greater quantity than the work.—
From 500 to 800 vessels frequently arrive at
one  time in London "after the duration of a!
contrary wind 3 and then, such is the derpand
for workmen, amd so great the press of business
owing to the rivalry aimong merchanss, and the
desire of each owner to have his cargo the first
in the mmﬁcet, that a sufficient number ot hands
is scarcely to be found. ITundreds of extra
laborers, who can find labor nowhere else, are
thus led to seek work in the docks. Dut, to
use the words of our informant, two or three
weeks are sufficient to break the neck of an
ordinary glut, and then the vast amount of ex-
tra hands that the excess of business has
brought to the neighborhoed - are thrown out
of employment, and left to increase either the
vagabondism of the neighbiorhood, or to swell
the number of paupers and heighten he rates
of the adjacent parishes.

“This may in some measure account for
the poverty aud wretchedness of the people lo

out:the docks, but it seems also to afford a;

Jy.capiagation as to the armount

tain employment destroys all habits of pru-
dence ; and where there is no prudence, the
oresent affluence »caunot be made to provide
for' the future want. Since it is the very ne-
ceskity of those who depend upon their daily
work for their daily food, that :f such work is
not to be obtained they must be either pau-
pers, beggars, or thieves, it cannot be wonder-
ed ag that the great majority of the population
round about the port of London, where work
is of such a precarious nature, should consist
principally of these three classes.

‘*“ At one of the docks alone I found that
1,823 stomachs would be deprived of food by
the mere chopping of the breeze. “It's an ill
wind,’ says the proverb, that blows nobody
any good ;’ and until I came to investigate the
condition of the doek labourer, I could not
have believed it possible that near upon 2,000
souls, in one place alone, lived, chamelecn-
like, upon the air; or that an easterly wind,
despite the wise saw, could deprive so many of
bread. ¢ s g

‘“If we could improve the condition of,the
dock labourer, our principal aim must be to
make dock labor more uniform in its charac-
ter. . How this is to be done I do not pretend
to-say. My vocation, as I said before, is to
point qut the evil; it is for others to discover
the remedy, But, as long as matters are so
arrange«.% that it is possible for a continuance
of easterly winds to deprive 20,000 individuals
of a living, and to abstract,-in three weeks, as
much as £p0,000 from the ordinary earnings
of the class, why, just so long must the neigh-
boihood of the dogks swarm with the vice and
crime that at present infest them,

LODGING-HOUSES AROUND THE DOCKS.

“ A few' days ago I made an attempt to fa-
thom the secrets of . onefof., the*low lodging-
houses in the neighbourhoody; and though 1
had proof demonstrative that the endeavbur
was attended with considerable personal risk,
still I was determined to compass my end, so
as to be able to give the public some idea of
the misery and crime that infested that part

%

of the town. "

nted and

o o Entr’uating mp&‘m an exz_ mped guide,

‘en-| cheapest lodging—hdﬁ’di’inthg neighbourhood.|

I'was led to oné of 'the mos

It was a large out-house, about the size of a

eated in- the many: courts and alleys round|

Around the room ran along dirty table, at
which 8at some score of rasged, A
wretches. The others were huddled round
the fire. Some were toasting hetrings, others
drying,ends of eigarsor tobacco, and others
boiling potatoes in coffee-pots.” I soon com-
mupicated to_thewm the object of my visit ; and
having inquired how many of them out of those
present worked at the docks, I found them
ready to answer any questions in a more cour-
teous manuner than I had ,expected‘. There
were 29 peoplein the shed, and about a fourth
were gcoasional dock libourers. * * * °
I wished.to kuow something definite about
their living. I asked one what he was boil-
ing ; Be told we that it wasa farthing’s worth
of coffee, and that was his supper.  There’s
a shop rouud here makes farthings’ worths .of
every thing,’ said they.  ‘ A fartbing’s worth
of sugar, a farthing’s worth of coffee, butter,
and 'bacca, halfpenny worth of hread—a
farthing’s worth of that an’t no good.” * *

** * Look at.me,” cried one standing up.—
The man was literally a mass of rags aud filth.
[istattered clothes and shirt were black and
shiny as a sailor’s dreadnought with grease
u(iaﬂ;m. ‘ Look at me; who'd give mea

s work in the state [ ad?  Why, the best
A yabad I' ouly got 8d. by, apd I don’t
make above 2s. 6d. a week honestly at the
outside. We couldn’t live on what we get,
and yet we can live on a precious little here.
Get a meal for 5 farthings. A farthing’s
worth of coffee, a farthing’s worth of sugar,
and #lb. of bread, J farthings. We can have
a slap-up dinner for 2d.; a common éne for
Id” “Ol, yes! a regalar roarer’ for 2d.,
cried the begygar boy. * Three halfpenny worth
of pudding, and a halfpenny worth of, grav(.’
‘Or else we can have,” said another, ¢ 231b,
of taturs—that’s a penuy—and 3lb! fo:}q‘)e.n-
ny bacon—that’s another penny. at’s
what we calls a fust-rate dinner. Very often
we're forced to put up with a penn’orth of ta-
turs and a halfpenny herring—that’s a’ three-
half-penny dinner. "T'here’s a chap here was
forced to do to-day with a hap’p’orth of taturs.
He’s been out ever since, and ‘perhaps won't
come in at all to-night.  He’ll walk the streets
and starve.” * * *

‘“The average number of persons sleeping
in this house of a night is 60, Of these there
are generally about 30 pickpockets, 10 street
beggars, a few infirm. old people who subsist
occasionally upon parish relief, and occasion-
ally upon charity; 10 or 15 dock labourerg];
about the same number of low and precarious
callings such as the neighbourhood affords,
and a few persons who have been in good cir-
cumstances, but wha have been,reduced from
a variety of causes. At one time there were
as many as 9 persons lodging .in this house
who subsisted by picking up dog’s dung out
of the streets, getting about 5s for every bask-
et-full. - T'he -earnings ,of one of these mep
were known to average. 9s. aswgek. ,There
arc generally lodging in the. house a few bone
grabbers, whopick up.boues,rags, iron, &c.,
out of the streets.. Their average earnings
are about 1s. per day.. There.are several mud
larks, or youths who ga down to the, water~
side when the tide is out, to see Hb"iw.@:{

article of value has been left upon the b
. : .

of the riyer, * ] PR ok

“ Knowing .that this. dodging-house might
be taken as a fair simple of the;.class now
abounding in London, and, moreover, having
been hzi'mcd by those who had mgde the
subject their peculiat. s::‘d;,stg:t- the charac-
ters generally congregated - comstitiated
e iy and habits of

a fair average of the cdﬁ?n
small barn, and about as rudely put together.{those who resort to the low d|:5~honn& of

The walls were unplastered, and the tiles

London, T was determined to avail, myself of

above barely served to cover it in. In the wet
weagher we were told it leaked like a sigve.—

the acquaintances I made, in this quarter, in
order to arrive at some more definite informa-

casy -
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