The Chrintian Visitor.

THE SUNMER PRAYER MEBTING AND LECTURE;

Go to it _regularly! Now is the time
when many. wi‘ﬁ'neglect it, and be absent;
see to it that you are not ong of them ; if the
weather is warm, let your zeal be like it. If
self-indulgence pleads for rest at home, bring
up. the counter-plea of your covenant engage-
ments, and yourown spirituality, and the 1n-
fluence of a good example. Endeavor so to
arrange your business, and your family cares,
that, as the general rule, you may always be
at the weekl%electure, and the weekly prayer-
meeting. _ .

Go fer your own sake! You may always
be. benefitted by it; you may always hear
some truth there that will instruct you; join
in some prayer profitably; have some omis-
sion or neglect reproved; or receive fresh im-
pressions of the importance of faithfulness in
duty. By regular attendance, the power of
good habit will be confirmed, and your spi-
rituality be increased. By waiting steadily on
the Lord when many things combine to disin-
cline you from doing it, you will, in a double
sense, réenew your strength.

G fon your Pastor’s sake. If you would
strengthen his hands, and encourage his beart,
let him see that you are always there. Do
not give him reason, from your conduct, to
suppose that your piety is burat out by the
heat of summer, or frozen out by the cold of
winter. = Let him see that you value commu-
nion with God and his truth, more than poli-
tics or rest, or even business. Let him feel
that he can rely on you, and know that how-
ever few may be present, you wlll be one of
them. . Every member of the church who is
regularly at the weekly lecture and prayer-
meeting, especially in summer, is doing far
more than he supposes to make his minister
both encouraged and successful in his work,

Go for the Church’s sake. Never. isthe
church revived, but as the spirit of prayer is
quickened. It was when they that feared the
Lord, spake often one to another—communed
with God, awd his truth, and each other, as
faithfnl disc#ples ever should.do, that the Lord
hearkened and heard it. It was when the
two held converse with Jesus, and heard his
teachings, that. their hearts burned within
them ; and often in modern times, the Spirit
of God descends, and the revival commences,
where his people are gathered in the place of
prayer, and to hear what God, by his truth
will speak unto them. If you would see the
church revived and spiritual, and the impeni-
tent awakened, be faithful to the lecture and
the prayer-meeting.

G for the world’s sake. Letthem see that
at all times you are faithful to the means of
grace, and to your privileges and duties ; that
you think there is something more important
to attend to than the world, and that you are
always of this opinion. If now and then a
non-professor  of religion should enter your
lécture-tpom or place of prayer, do not let
him have it to thnik or say, that ** but very
few of the church members, especially the male
members of the.church were there!” This is
a sad.testimony for the world to bear respect-
ing -theichurch. See to it that you do not
give.oegasiou for it. The church is appoint-
ed as@od’s witness to the world : let it not
be yowr fault, if it is found, by a majority of
membersy bearing false witness as to the im-
portance of prayer, and the value of divine
truthy and the blessedness of communion with
heaven, 11i1- :

Go, then; te the weekly lecture, and the

praycr-meeting, for your own sake, for your!

pastor’s sake, for the sake alike of the church
and the world. Go with a prepared and seri-
ous heast, with an earnest desire to be profit-
ed; go regularly, punctually, and without fail,
unless, when detained by the. providence of
God.  Go to get good, and to do good,—to be
instrl,'ipt‘ed‘ yourseﬁ', and to set an example to
others.  Go to be impressed with_truth, and

Sunday-school where she often had deep con-

sinfulness of sin—caught a glimpse of Christ
as the Saviour she needed-—and often secretly
resolved to be the Lord’s. But no one spoke!
to her on the subject, At last she left the
school and launched into the world : here she
was surrounded by its allurements. The De-]
vil was always at band with his devices—her
own heart was deceitful, and her convictions
gradually died away. She then married and
had duties to perform in her family which en-
grossed her time and her thoughts. She still
attended the preaching of the gospel, but she
never regained the feelings she had lost. Af-
ter some years it pleased God to convert her
husband and he joined the church, but she
still remained in a dead, a cold state. After
hearing this, aud much more to the same pur-
pose, her minister said—*'‘ You have been a
great warrior; thirty years is a long time to
be in battle; oh! how you must have fought
against God! How you must have wounded
your conscience! What a mercy it is that
God did not give vou up, and say, Let.her
alonz ! let her go down to hell without another
conviction! Pray, what was it that brought
you at last to yield up yourself unto God "’

“ O,’sir, it was the conversion of a young
person in the Sunday-school. She is my
niece, and when I heard she had been at your
house about joining the church, it cut me to
the heart. 1 could scarcely sleep for many
nights about it. I thought what a guilty crea-
ture I have been ; thirty years have been lost.
What might I not have enjoyed if I had yield-
ed to the strivings of the Holy Spirit when 'l
was in the Sunday-sehool! Flow happy
might 1 have been to-day if I had served the
Lord from my youth! But thirty years are
lost.”

“ Lost,” said the minister—** lost—yes, they
are lost to God—lost to the church—lost to
the world, as well as to yourself. You might
have been the means of converting many pre-
cious souls in these thirty years, if you had
consecrated to God the dew of your youth.”

REFLECTION.

If this person had been prepared to enter
the church of Christ at the age of twelve, she
might have shone, and I think would have
shone, brightly as a Christion for thirty years;
but she was neglected—she was thrown off,
perhaps under the idea that if the Lord had
begun a good work he wonld carry it on, for-
getting that the blade is as. much a proof of
life, and as much the work of God as the full
ear—forgetting that the babe needs a nurse—
forgetting that the Shepherd’s bosom is the
place for the lambs—forgetting that the church
18 a garden, not only for young trees, and old
trees, but for sapplings—forgetting that old
people were once young, and that it is not fair
to expect an old man’s head on a boy’s should-
ers. I am persuaded that we ought not te
take years into the account; some young peo-
ple at fourteen have more correct views of
God’s method of saving sinners, and more
lively feelings on the subject, than some pro-
fessors of three score and ten, O, shall we
wait until our young people have been deluded
by the world, aud polluted by sin, and nearly
drawn to hell by the devil, and then seek after
them with their half worn-out bodies and wea-
kened minds, and urge them to repent and
believe the gospel? It is a_great comfort, I
admit, to see old rebels repenting, but I would
remember, that prevention is better than cure,
I have been exceédingly happy in receiving
‘many young persons inte my church, says a
pastor, the greater part of them from theSun-

help from them inthe way of of leadieg others
to the Saviour.

warmth in performing the duties o!.the church;
and this, when aided by the wise counsel and
holy experience of older. members, may be

quickened in duty, and to ask the reviving in-|
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I have nothing to spare, is t ea of 'sor
did rductance?g But'a far Giﬁbren?t' sentiment
will be formed amid the scenes of the last day.
Men now persuade themselves that they have
nothing to spare till they can ‘support a cer-
tain style of laxury, and Have provided for the
establishment of ‘children.. But in the awful
hour when you, and 1, and all the Pagan na-
tions, shall be called from our graves to stand
before the bar of Christ, what comparison will
these objects bear to the salvation of a single
soul! KEternal mercy'! let not the bloeod of
heathen millions, in that hour be d inour
skirts! Standing, as I now do, in sight of a
dissolving universe, beholding the dead arise,
the world in flames, the heavens fleeing away,
all nations convalsed with terror, or rapt'in
the vision of the Lamb,—I pronounce the con-
version of a single Pagan of more value than
all the wealth that ever Omnipotence produ-
ced. On such an awful subject it becomes
me to speak with caution; but I solemnly
‘aver, that were there but one heathen in the
world, and he in the rentotest corner of 'Asia,
if no greater duty confined us at home, it
would be worth the pains for all the people in
America to embark together to carry the gos-
pel to him! Place your soul in his soul’s
stead. Or rather consent for a moment to
chanige condition with the savages on our
borders. Were you posting on to the judg-
ment of the great day, in the darkness and
pollution of Pagan idolatry, and were they
living in ‘wealth in this very district of the
church, how hard would it seem for your
neighbors to negleet your misery! When
you should open your eyes in the eternal
world and discover the ruin in. which they
have suffered you to remain, how would you
reproach them that they did not even sell their
possessions, if no other means were sufficient,
to send the Gospel to you. ' My flesh trembles
at the prospect. .

Butthey shall not reproach us. Tt shall be
known in heaven that we could pity our breth-
ren. We will send them all the relief in our
power, and will enjoy the luxury of reflecting
what happiness we may entail on generations
yet unborn, if we can only effect the conver-
sion of a single tribe.—G'riffin’s Ser.

The Penient Thief,

Saurin, replying to those who delay conver-
sion by a reference to the thief on the cross,

says: _
“Who was this thief? What was his
crime? What induced him to commit it?—

What was the first instance of, his depravity ?
What was that of his repeatance? What
means did grace employ for his coaversion ?
So many questions, so many doubts, are so
many sufficient reasons for inferring nothing
from his conversion. . Perhaps he had been
engaged in this awful course but a short time.
Perbaps seduced by an unhappy. facility, he
was less guilty of theft than of softness and
compliance, _ Perhaps only the accomplice of
Barabbas jn sedition, he had leys design of
disturbing socsiety than of checking the tyran-
nicﬁpﬁ,@xprbupntpowe; of the Romans.—
Perhaps surprised by weakness, or tempted by
necessity, he had received sentence for; his
ﬁm.wév’ésa Perhaps having languished a
long time ju prison, he had repented of his
sin.  We donot afiirm. these things; they.
are merely conjectures; but all you object
are similar conjectures, which may . be, refuted
with the same, ease; . Aud though the whole
of these probabilities were refuted, how many
criminating circumstances ocgur.in your life
which were not in his ! We said that he re-

the torrent of grace with which you are flood-
ed ;, be was unacquainted with a.thousand in-
s which act upon you j—the moment he,
1s, he loved him, and he. believed or
ow was that? . With, what faith ?—
time! Ina manner, the, most hero
1 the world; a faith like. his was never
ng . Atthe time
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ien Jesus wa

; -
am,’ﬁ.t i e world} : an din *da*xmuch-mviu for the sdevil—that is,| "¢ BAHS f
the spirit of religion, so often declines.. Go|very old persons and littlo children; and hence| *10d: POPY
with 2 faithful, b w’n.‘ptepl"?dr ‘waiting| Satan-is comparatively quiet with them : buy| V1B bE
hoatt, ARG all not come away withoutyit is with our youth that he a his most| V!
oo o Sraaetder. ~ |tearfal destruction. Frém the age of twelve|’
| — \tohm‘bo*':or:s.terribty;;;'Q;umm"m' le h
.. . Barly Conviction, at ruin, what dammation ! P
Not long since, Mes; ——— called on her mi-
nister o pi i hw"“ &
church' fellowship. On enquiry

that about thirty years ago, s

 |dear parents—dear teachers,

ant of Satan’s
uzp“wmm

you are mot ig-|

devices. O them, let your|

..‘ :
the |

our plans, your prayers, be to preserve|

brew, and reaching its matarity in the cottage -
of ‘@ peasant of Nazareth, has 'made its way
over the whole earth, has come down throu gh
thirty centuries, and is still the chief sotivce of
spiritual life, the main support of moral éffort;
the prolifie principle of high thoughts and pare
aims and.noble deeds throughout the civilised
world.  And if from'the surface you enter into
the depths of society, you find the Bible the
patriot’s charter-book, the child’s delight; the
old man’s comfort, and the young man's guide.
In its pages the sick and weary find the so:
laice which they need, and the tempted meet
with tindely succour.  Tts words whisper hope
and peace to the dying, and minister daily food
to the healthy and vigorous household.  With
the pious music of its sublime or plaintive
songs, echo the roofs of ten thousand timesten
thousand christian temples, and the child's
prayer night and mora is lisped forth in the
simple and comprehensive words which were
dictated by Him who is its centril light. The
poetry of the Bible has been the forming power
of the greatest modern poems ; for Tasso, Mil-
ton, and Cowper, present in high relief the
features of its moulding hand. ~And its high
and aspiring spirit, its heavenward tendencies,
its ethereal sanctities, its judicial grandeur,
have given birth to those sublime creations in
architecture and painting, which are seen in
the works of Michael Angelo, and may be de-
signated the school of christian art. Nor is
there any department of human thought or ef-
fort that biblically-edncated men have not en-
riched or adorned.—Dr. Beard.

Christ’s Agony in the Garden.

Three times in Gethsemane his shrinking
humanity deprecated the cup. Three times
he prostrated himself in prayer and appeal to
his father. And three times he arose in the
conflict, resolved to reach the issue of his
agony. Here, however, the utmost power of
conception is at fault. At best, we can but
approach the verge of the mystery. Whas
reach or grasp of thought or language can un-
fold #4he anatomy of his heart’s anguish, ur
exhibit the chemistry of his bruised emotions
The fearful alternativd was before him. If
he did not die, he saw the wrath of his father
kindling in beaven, scathing this fair creation,
and lighting up the flames of hell. He saw
generation  after generation sinking beneath
its fearrul pressure, and swelling the congre-
gation of the damned. He saw, he felt Infi-
nite Majesty angry with mao; heaven lost ;
hell incurred, and the prospective thrones of
eternity exchanged for the dark dungeons of
perdition. The untrodden wine-press of the
wrath of God was before him. The unequal
hour of Almighty conflict had arrived. Earth
was burdened .with children about him, and
heaven lined with squadrons above—but * of
all there was none to help.” = In the might of
his own invincible purpose, alone—and un-
aided—he met the dreadful alternative, and
hence his agony—the fearful exordium of the
mysterious drama upon which he was enter-
ing. *

bog, i

All can -do Good.

Every one can do some good, if he is dis-
posed. You all have circles where your in-
fluence is felt more than another’s. Some can-
‘communicate their thoughts, whilst others can
work silently.  One individual you ean influ
E‘!m',e to-day, that you may never see again.—-
How often has a word turned the whole cur-
tént of aman’s life! A profane person has’
received a check that he never forgets. A
sea captain remarked to us a few days ago—
“ When I was in Nantucket, I was invited to |
dine with a friend. ’I‘nOti‘;e& that he wag very
w"id his conversation. During ‘eur in-
‘ v hie gave me a short sketch of his history.
In my turn, I remarked that from a youth'] -
rbr et o &

s, that profagity and yulgarity ' were not -
marks. breeding.  In all my'travels I*
had ind a real ge Who ‘was in

onstant habi of wing pros
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