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The Cyrintian Visitor.
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THE PAMILY ALTAR AND 178 INFLUESCES,

At no time does the family below present
to my mind so faithful and ’q:ihing a type of
the fanmly above, as when with one acc_utd
they have met inone place, to offer united
praise to the, Father of mercies, True itis
with this, as every other illustration of life in
that better. country, much imperfection is
mingled, .A large shareof our devoiional ex-
ercises consists of confession of sin, and sap-
plication for strength against the time of temp-
tation ; besides which, wandering thoughts
and the fatigue of jaded spirits too often mar
our worship, and render our solemn service
vain. Yet, nevertheless, the family has been
repeatedly used by God himself, asen emblem
of his triumphant Church ; and scarcely could
one have beea sclected which would appeal
so forcibly, because so sweetly, to the hearts
of all men, in. all ages. .

I have been led to these remarks, by review-
ing some of the occursences of a varied life,
and contemplating the vast power the domes-
tip.altar retained over me in.my youth, even
when. far removed from the place of its erec-
tien, _

"The residence of my father was inland, and
-memete- from facilities fot acquiring a commer-
-aial education. After mature reflection, my
pereats consented that I should follow the
bent of my own inclination, and seek such ad-
wantages in a distant city,

“The history of my first year was similar to
thet of many other ambitious youths, I was
agguiring a knowledge of men aud manners,
bat the narration Aow is not material

4 bout this time a fit of sickness rendered
it:necessary for me to seek maternal care,

. whose blessed induences health soon
retorned. - The day before L again left home,
to plunge more extensively than I had hitherto
doae into. the whirl of business, I was sitting
by.my mother, and pouring into her willing
carsome account of my cares and annoyances,
Ske heard me patiently, and when 1 had con-
cluded my story, put her arm around my neck,
asdikissing my forehead, said, ** My son—
my dear son, never think yourself forgotten by
us. Your father mentions your name night
and.morning.”
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Father to have mercy upon them.

¢hamber with her, reached his heart.

Sabbath-school in a new settlement.

tence of this world’s goods.

forty years.

The Jesuit and the Puriian,

riitan.

matter.

soul.

dual faith.

efore the
youngest had reached 21, all except' one son
bad hope in Christ. That son early in_life
left the family to learn a trade: but on be-
coming of age, he found himself amid tl!e out-
pouring of the Spirit; the sound of his mo-
ther’s voice at midnight when he slept in the
He too
found peace in Christ, and has long been a
pillar in the church and superintendent “IE:e
The
mother still lives in peace and quiet, waiting
till her change come; her children are sup-
posed to be-all yet living, handing dewn her
influence to the third generation, and willing
to aid their mother; but she has a compe-
Such is the his-
tory of a praying widow and her children for

We givean extract from Dr. William’s Mis-
cellanies, comparing the Jesuit and the Pu-

In this, his distinctive trait of character,
the Jesuit stood as the moral antipodes of the
Puritan, on the contrary, the society was com-
paratively nothing, and the individual all.—
With him religion, was, in its highest privi-
leges, and its profoundest mysteries, a personal
He studied his Bible for himself; to
aid in turning its pages and loesing its seal,
God. the Son, the Lion of the tsibe ot Judah,
stooped over him as he read; and to reveal
its inner lessons, God the Spirit whispered in
his heart, and brooded over the depths of his
He profited by the prayers and teach-
ings of his pastor, gave liberally for his sup-
pert, and received neverently at his hands the
sacramental symbols; but he believed this his
beloved guide, companion and friend,. but a
fellow-servant, whose help could.not super-
sede his own private studies, and his indivi-
He valued his fellow-Christians
communed with them, prayed with them, shar-
ed with them his last loaf, and falling into
their ranks, raised with. them the battle-cry,
“ The sword of the Lord and of Gideon!”
But, away from pastor and from fellow-Chris-
tian, the Puritian turned in the trying hour.to
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tibat what is seeming will pass current for what
is real. It is in vain to hope that we can in-
fluence mankind, to any greatextent, by good
precepts, if there be not a corresponding prac-
tice. There must be this dyep inward har-
mony between what is seen ane what is un-
seen, else the unseen will soon make itself
manifest in times and ways that we think.not
of. Many Christians are inclined to express
themseives much more strongly in word than
they are conscious of feeling or ucting, and
they do this in part with the idea, that they
shall thus make their influence right, even
though their practice is wrong. Now it is uns
doubtedly better, even for permanent Chris-
tian influence, that.a man should seem to be
just what he is—that. he should make na pre-
tensions to feelings and emotions whigh do not
exist. A frank-hearted confession of indif-
fereuce is worth more than the moss intense
expressions- of feeling, which. are falsified by
the life. "Rhorough honesty is a fundamental
element of Christian iufluence. It is well fox
every Christian to remember, how quickly he
can detect the deficiencies of other men, and
in view ofithis fact, to.ask himself how he is
known. and regarded in.the community. where
he dwells? What is the real est.mate.which
men put upon his character? If he is satis-
fied in.his own heart, that there is a real in-
consistency between his profession and his
practice, he may rest assured that the wesld is
not uamindful of the same, and that his-influ-
ence is to be measured accordingly.

Relianee upon God.

Godifills his own work ; he is,not only. ever
it. butche is also in it. * If we ascribe to him
the origin of this fabric and all things in it, it
will be most absurd and inconsistent to deny
hin the preservation and gosernment of it;
for if he does not preserve and govern his
creatures, it must be either because he cannot
or because hie willnot; but his infinite power
and wisdom make it inpossible to doubt of the
formes, aud his infinite goodness of the latter.

Itis, to be sure, a very great miracle, mere-
ly to know so great a multitude and variety of
things; not only particular towns, but alse
provinces and kingdoms, even the whole earth,
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» -

sound tells us the hours of the,day. Thesun .
we-know to be sure, and regularly constant in-_
his-motion : the clock,.as it may fali out, may
go o fast or too slow.. Weare wont tolook
at, and listen to the clock, to know the time
of dity ; but where we find the variation sens-
ble, to believe the sun against the clock, not
the clock againstthesun. As, then, we would
condemn him of mueh folly, that should pro-
fess to trust the clock rather than the sun ; so
we cannot but justly tax the miscredulity of
those who will rather trust to the Church than
to the-Scripture.—Bishop Hall.

Twenty Questions for every Christian. .
BY A MISSIONARY.

1. Are not six hundred.millions of our fel- .
low-men ignorant.of the gespel ?

2. Are they not in danger of perishing eter- .
nally for want of it ?

3. Are they not dependent on us, under .
God, to supply them with this gospel ?

4. Hasnot the Lord Jesus Christ, who died. ;
to provide salvation.for us and them, directed
us to convey to them the tidings?

5. Should we not be as willing to devote our -
lives to carrying or sending the gospol to those
who need:jt, as Christ was to devote his life to
making the provision ?

6. If.we refrain from many expenditures -
which fashion and taste plead-for, will it cost
us morasthan it did him to leave heaven and
subject himself to contempt and insult and a .

'|public execution withicriminals?

7. Does he not wish us to be-as benevolent,
as he was himself?

8. Does he not then- wish us.to seek the
salvation of the world more than conformity
to fashion or even*comfort and: convenience ? *

9. Do you not commend the conduct of such .
men as Selomon Guodell, Ndrmand Smith
and David Mack, who have denied themselves
greatly and. given-largely for. benevolent ob- .
jects ?

10. Does not your: sober reason tell you .
that you should imitate the conduct-which you .
commend 7

11. If you .do nut, and feel reluctant to do

it, isit the new man or the old that is univillin% 7
12. Which shall have domiuion over you?
13. Is not the maxim of Howard a sound .
one? ‘“Ourpleasurgs should be sacrificed to
the conveuiences of others, our conveniences .
to their necessities, and our necessities to their
extremities.”” ™ p
14. 'Would jt be more painfulfo you to deny
yourselves many comforts and. conveniences
for the sake of giving the gospel to the hea- .
then, than for them to ““ have their part in thé .
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone ?’ -
15, 1s not the indulgence. of a desire for
propenrty, andsof pride respesting dress, fur- .
with him all my interests are secure—in every [niture; &c., a chief hinderange to to the piety .
distress, when all hope of human assistance is{and efficiency of Christians indoing good ?
swallowed up in despair, to silence all the] 1641 yon do not deny. yourself much for
fears with these comfortable words—God|the sake of giving the gospel to the perishing,
will provide.”"—Leighton. can you properly invitesothers to be followers
et of you, even as yonare of Chirist, in respect
cn .

to your efforts, lo save men?
Lknow of no principle which it is of mere{ ; 17.. Do you.not wishy.to be an ;exemplary
impor{ance to fix in the minds of poung people

Juinderstood this perfectly. From my ear-
liest.infancy I had heard fervent petitions of-
forell at such times, for the temporarily ab-
sent.one, and now ‘1 was going out into the
worldl—perhaps never to return—the remem-
brance of this circumstance was a comfort to
e, I kaew the paths of youth were slippery,
for 1 had sen sufficient of the world, even in
a wyeer, to be well aware- of the fact, and in
sowe degree realized the- privilege of being so
romembered.

Yearsradled on—business naarly engrossed
theswhhole of my secular sime, bat I never for-
got my mother's impressive speech. Oceca-
sianally, amaiety would prevent me from of.
fesing more than the merest form of prayer
myself—thi en. would I.think of my father's
earnest petition, offered for me that morning,
andin strength granted, in answar to it, rise
“beside the trial, it not immediataly victorious
oser #! Sometimes pleasure would lure, by
her siven voice, to a participation in unholy

his God, It was the genius of this system to
develope the individual ; and in every emer-
gency, to throw him in the last resort upon the
lonely communings of his own soul with his
Creator. It tanght-film to make religion,” in
the affecting language of one of the later Pla-
tomists, *‘ the flight of one alone to the only
Oae.” Tothe place of audience the petition-
er went by no deputy; but the individual
ma# was broaght to confront for himself the
one Mediator, andi to hear (for himself the re-
sponse of Heaven to the.prayer of faith.—
Whea mind was thrown ugon its individual
respansibility, and came forth from ite solitary
meditations to a place of conference and ac-
tion, there was frequent dissonance in dpi-
nion ; and a collision in action, often more ap-
parent than real, threatened at times to rend
the social bonds, to break uvp all concert, dud
to destroy all power. Yet conscientious men
were not likely to differ widely or long. ' Aund'
on the other hand take ffom such a commu-

all the myriads of creatures that crawl upon the|.
earth, all their thoughts—at the same instant,
to hear and see all that happens in. hoth he-
mispheres. How much mere wouderinl must
it be to rule-and govern all these at once, and
that with one glance of the-eye !

It is a great comfort to have faith of this
providence eonstantly imgressed vpon. the
mind, so as to have recourse to it in the midst
of all confusieus and all calamities, whether
from without or from within=—to be able to
say, “ The gpeat King, who is also my Father,
is the supreme Ruler of a!l these things, and

Christian, so that

lake | : you,.can invite others to

amusements, but the charm was powerless|nity its spiritual guides, and how soon. iﬁ:re "mﬂm of the most determined resistance| follow you? #4 . —
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Iihawe been. young, and now am old, yetjdomitable was their faith. Scatter them.'and|yq the world, and te the ridicule with which|Shou!d«die without {u, spel because you do

‘hose words'still ring in my ears, and influence
ny oaiduct. "T'helips which then supplicated
for mme hiave exchatiged supplications fon éver-

how repidly were they propagated. Jesuit-
ism gathered mere numerous aud united so-
cieties : but they were societies of men with-]

the world enforces its dominion, every trifling
question of manner and appearance : it is to
courage and firmness to the winds, to com-]
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