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A FEW SHORT YEARS. y
 BY AGNES SMITH.
A few short years—and then
W hat changes Time hath wrought !
So strange they seem, we scarce can deem
The world, our life, ourselves are aught
But one long, fitful dream.
The clouds that fly.
Across the sky,
Waves tossed upon the sea,
Shadows that pass
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Where are the hopes that shone
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1but a great many years elapsed before a church:

|{and soon afterwards, an Independent church
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Baptists, at present differ from regular churches|

 {Lord’s day to mutual exhortation.

5 voked mgood ‘works by their English bre-
|Scotland

. |of soul Christianity. James and Robert Hal-

nont s

|Aikman werelaymen, and Jay-preaching, while
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John Owen, Caryl, and other chaplains of the
"Parliamentar y forces, together with the officers
and soldiers, spent no small part of their time
in publicly expounding' the Seriptures to won-
dering  crowds. ' Preaching soldiers, rare
sight! 'They have left no successors. The
seeds of Independency were at this time sown,
was regularly organized. In ihe year 1725,
mony’’ that the church of “ Jesus, King of
martyrs, was no political or national charch,”

‘was organized, and he became pastor. In
1750, the first Baptist church was foruvied.—
Sir William Sinclair, Baronet, was the pastor.
This charch is stll in existence at Keiss,
Caithness.

tist, growing out of these, held peculiar views
egard to the eldeubi'p, requiring that every
church should have two or more ministers,

|their support. The members also met to ha-
rangue each other on the Lord’s day, instead
to discourses from their ministers.
1Sir William Sinclair, after administering the
dLiord’s Supper, used to gird -himself with a

in nothing, it is believed, but in requiring a
plurality of elders, and devoting a part of the

Near the close of the last century, the reli-
gious state of the greater part of Scotland was
deplorable. The numerous churches of va-
rious names were ~dead. - At the
same time, it will be remembered, the churches
in England were awakened, the ““ go ye all
into the world” began to be understood, and
while the eyes of Christians were turned to
the heathien, hothe was not forgotten. Pro-

thren, a few choice spirits in the Church of
began to labour for the multitudes
around them-—a people professing religion,|
anited with the church, yet knowing nothing|ing

dane, Wm. lnnes, Grerille - Eh»ng, and Jas.
Aikman engaged personally .in the work,
preaching daily in various towns and mhges
and with much success. Messrs. Innes and|
Ewing were both ministers of the Establish-
{ment. The tours made by James Haldane
{and Mr. Aikman were very extensive, reach-

it excited the curiosity of the people, wasvery| T
offensive: to the regular clergy. But this was
Nm"!mdoﬁ‘m. Sinners were penses
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John Glas, minister of Tealing, “ bore testi-lg

The churches, both. Baptxst and P:edobap-%

. Rowland Hill at that time said : ~ {painful.

escorted by the military, 35 miles, to the She-
riff of Argyleshire, who, knowing a little more
of law than their over zealous accusers, at
once discharged them. They immediately
‘hastened back, and much to the mortification
of the clergyman, who had caused their arrest.

over one hundred. Considering’ their nume
ber, they are a very efficient body. They are
united, and their leading men are Wardlaw
and Alexander. No more need be said.

There are some 130 Baptist churches inScot-
land, it is said. 1 am sure, there are not 50

Mr. H. preached from the words :

‘ The things which happened unto me have
fallen out rather unto- the furtherance of the
OSpel »

Manifestly so; for Mr. Campbell shortly af-
terwards visited the place again, and while he
preached, on his right hand sat the sergeant
of the guard, a new man, and on his left the
minister’s agent, also converted.

This system of petty amnoyance did not
work well. Conversions multiplied. “ The
artful and designing men,” under whose min-
stry members of the church were converted,
must be put down. A bold move was pro-
jected. Nothing less than the abduction of]
some of the more active of the itinerant preach-
ers. In but two cases did the conspirators
succeed. © Mr. McArthur, a Baptist, while
preachmg in avillage, on the west coast, was
seized by a band of ruffians, commanded by J.
Campbell, Esquire, bound hand and foot, and
carried to a press gang, by which he was im-

pressed as a seamau inthe navy. After a de-
tention of five weeks, the whole affair having

nlaid before the Admiralty, Mr. McArthur|

liberated.
Another 'predcher having been kidnapped,
it became necessary to teach those over zeal-
ous churchmen a little law, to show them the
practical workings of the Toleration Act.
Mr. MecArthuar therefore brought an action
against Campbell, the gentleman who aided
and abetted ‘the ruffians, and obtained heavy
damages. After this decision preachers were
unmolested. To the gospel was what
'these fellows had undertaken—to oppose the
law of the land was more than they bargained
for; in faet, it threatened to be expensive.

In December, 1798, the first Congregational

elected pastor.
ed the - of pure’ communion. Mr.
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which we had long groaned.”

'This yoke still oppresses Frubytcmna here
of every mame.

From this time Congregationalism advanced

far -into the Hi +Rowland Hill,|steadily. In two years there were 14 churches
. |Burder, and Bogue; qrhﬂndoodwork organized in  different parts. Within five
came to. theig assistance. Haldanés and|years, Robert Haldane expended more than

W in erecting’ chapels for them, ‘A
nlSemmary wasestablished, Messrs.

*Bmutml lnoe-
Mr Haldane.

cm d‘tu the formation of th
ﬁm both the Haldanes came to s
that there was no warrant in Scriptures for in-
fnn&m but there was a warrant for wg

and: must obey their Lord. ' They m
tized. * It was a sad blow for the
as.such. The separation, on both , was
v M Innea not long afterwards came
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church was formed, and James A. Haldane
The members at once adopt-

;’one of the original members, speak-
necessity of being separated
from such societies as

permitted wisible unbelicvers to continue in
their communion.  This was a yoke under,

ntora, and all the ex=|

s{to blame, no doubt.
been too fast, far too fast. ' The others as

baptismi'of believers. They \nro’hdm, it

regular self-sustaining churches; k don’t be-
lieve there are 30. - Baptists in many, perhaps,
most, parts of the world, are hated ;. here they
are despised. The people of Scotland, next
to life, cling to infant baptism, ‘Should a pa--
rent refuse or neglect to have the: ceremony
performed upon his infant, his neighbors would
regard him as little less than a menster, and:
would hold no intercouse with him. I am-
speaking of Presbyterians. The  peopla be-
lieve, that a child, dying without baptism, is
lost. The ministers preach against:such sen-
timents, but without effect. "T'o be sure, they
don’t agree about what the ceremony does do
for the babe, but one thing is certain, they
agree it don't save it,

And yet, this opinion of the people, while it
enables the churches to.make a fair show, de-
stroys all true prosperity. = Theirchurches are
full, and all seems well. Sevenreighths of each
congregation are members. But alas! such
members | An excellent Free Chuerh minis-

ter, a few days ago, was deploring the impurity
of their churches, and s *“ They will never
be pure so long as the Ieﬂunk is

a saving ordinance. They join our churches
for no other reason in the world than to get
their children baptized.”

No wender the, Baptists don’t flourish in
Scotland. Still, “ speaking after the manner
of men,” they nngbt bave been stronger. As-
we have seen, more than 40 years ago, the
flower of the Independent ministry became
Baptists—men widely kpown and honmd
Had there been union, bad ministers- given
any attention to the land lying between. their
own flocks and the far off heathen, a different
story might have been told. Their churches-
have been independent with a, vengeance.—
Ishmael’s independence ! However. we must
not judge them. The regular Baptist.chugches
and their ministers have done mdx,br them-
selves, and much for the helthu.,tnd L should
add, their Hngblmd mission : or, asitis called,
Mr. Haldane’s mission, has done a. glorious
work in the far North, Sovemm of the
churches—a few of them quite. weak—have

united jn what, with you, would be. called an
Association. it was formed six years ormere
since, and called the Baptist Union of Seot-
land. . Most of the old and strong. churches
have frowned upon the movement. Many of
the brethren belonging to the Union  are
cha with being very moderate Calvinists,
and the old churches are charged a-
Calvinism. But there is more than the differ-
enice of doctrine dividing them. - The Union
ministers are nearly all young men. +Ttis mot
the case with their opposers. - are
The men have
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much too slow. It was a small matter at first ;
but union between the parties. after wloug a
aration, seems next to i Itis a
.|pity. Whatever some of the of some
of the Union ministers bd, and I believe
them unscriptural, the spirit and enterprise of
he little s Mfw be admired. ' The
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