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1 ymagine myself in \hm pit, and in fanc~

I look arotindthe. congregation. It.presents
a varied appearance; human nature is exhi-

bited under many forms.  There are young
and old, rich and poor, learned and illitérate.
T'am, lﬁtuﬁllyt’le ‘to inquire, What are’these
beings who are seated before me 7 * For what|;
purpose are'they come? ~ And what must 1
say tothem? ‘Every one of these has'a migh-
ty interest which requires his attention.  1f T

glance into futarity, I'see, at the dis-
thuce of a century, each of these creatures ifi

agtmof unspeakable happiness or misery.
héfore that time has elapsed I'myself
M lwinother world, where, in ‘all pro-

bablhty,lshallmeome of the beings who
are assemiibled to Jisten to the words that shall
fall from my lips, - Nay, more than this : those
my words must have an influence upon their
dutmy I'am-placed here to distri-
Wnﬁmf life. To’some, perhaps,
they become the means of death for ¥
knw that such fearful transmutations often
take ' place. ‘Since, then, I'sustain so neara
relationsbip to these spirits, does it not become
an overwhelming inquiry with me, "How shall
T fulfil the responsibilities arisitig “out of ‘that
relation? ‘I standin a most awful place,
where the destinies of immortal souls seem t
hang ‘dpon-my conduct. I might have océu-
pied vne of these seats, and ‘thus have been
freed fromthis burden. But since I have ta-
ken it upon me, should it not create a deep
seriousness of spirit, a thrilling anxiety as to
the result of my eflorts, a yearning desire that
shall;swallow up every other, and make me
feel as it I bad nointerest, and even no exist-

ence, apart from that of these immortal spi-}

rits? I feel within me a tendency to treat the
wholé affair.with indifference, and to pass it
over as one ‘amonga series of acts which form
the common routine of human existence. 1
am come to préach a sermon ; the people are
come to hear one; and that is all. Bpt ine

stantly I check the indulgence of such reflec<fof hating him.

tions as these. A maltitude of spirit-stirring
inquifies instantly present themselves. Are
eternity, apd heaven, ‘and "hell, objects that
should be viewed with indifference? Does
not the fearful doom of perhaps a majority oﬂ.
those before:me at all ‘interest -me?

think of'the miseries of a lost soul, (and 0
terrible thought ! there is reason to { tbu,
some of those wha hear e this .

numbered among the lost,) and feel no'

+|they require  to be informed before ﬂny em

be exeited,—that the way to the heart -is
through the understanding. His descriptions
are clear. -His pictures are vivid. - His aim
is direct. . -lis hearers cannot mistake him,
They feel the tendency. of his thoughts, and
they eagerly anticipate the object at which he
is. aiming. - There is no dry detail ; no. ec-
centric starting from the line which his pecu-
liar and solema circumstances have marked
out for him. As he proceeds along, he seems
to gather @ mysterious energy, arising not
from the wire-drawn theory, or splendid crea-
tion of fancy, but from the clear plain‘state-
ments of truth. The light which he at_first
scattered now begins to diffuse heat. . He soon
becomes an altered man, . Tthe powers of the
world to come _are seen to take possession of]
his spirit.. He draws the curtain which con-
ceals the invisible. Earth and all its busy
scenes vanish, Heaven and hell are revealed.
Every countenance. reflects the light of the
one or the gloom of the other, . There is not
a careless or inattentive man in the place ; all
are compelled to Jook in the direction in
which he points. He now feels that he has
got access to the immortal souls with whom
he is surrounded, and he does not fail to im-
prove the precious moment. He urges with
divine energy the things which belong to their
eternal peace. He presses with resistless eag-
erness the inquiry, *“ What shall I do to be
saved 7" He appeals to the consciénce in a
tone which it dares not refuse to answer,—
The affections and passions are raised at
his command. Love, and fear, and hope
start from their slumbers, and the whole mo-
ral being becomes intensely awake.

Such 1s the man that I oughtto be. * Who
fis sufficient for these things.”—Rev. John|;
Hessel.

Love to Nen.

A deceitful heart often persuades men, that
they love God, because they are not conscious
They love to beheld - his
works—they admire the stateliness and order
of his creation—there is to them something
grand and majestic in the very being of Jeho-
vah, and hence they often conclude that love/
hlll when' in the Scripture sense they areut-
terly destitute of this feeliag.. Their carnal
minds are enmity against God, for they are
not subject to the law of God—-rthat is, there

~land inclinations, and the demands of the law .

tions of pity? Do not the bowels éven of|and no one can, truly love God, whe has no’
common humanity yearn over the unconverted, disposition to keep his cqmmandmenu.

who are now exposed 1o evils
paling to contemplate 1 My sodl.
fal

t0Q ap-,
s the aw-

justice of sentiments like these; they en-|scious of hating them and wishing them ill,
ter the spirit with the majesty of tunh and I{There are very few persons so depraved as

So too, men often fancy that they love their
fellow-men, simply because they are not con-

ath couvinced that to dismiss them would be delight in the misery of their fellow-men, in it-

a profanation of 'the

and a violation of the character which I sus-
tain. But oh, what is the character of.

ace'in ‘which T stand,|self considered.

Man is very seldom sunh a

monster, that his heart cannot; be touched

with some sad story of human suﬁ'enngund,

preaching whosé tone shall ‘be ‘in’ harmony |sorrow. Even these, who by their conduct

with these sentiménts? I endeavour to place
mysell out of myself, and picture the man I
should be this night.

troul, can nev

and course in hl:'z,n inflict_a great amount of
ing upon those over whow they have cons,
ertheless be deeply affected by,

In imagination I leave the pulpit, and seat|narratives of penoml calamity and md.-;?

myself among the audience.

st

great bw,\ Thete is a seriousness about
his demeanour which the spectatorsfeel. - His

entrance produces a. change in the' emotions
which pervéde’ the assembly. 'If emgfions
and itleas could take a visible form, those of

a worldly character would be seen to vanish,

and thoughts and. feelings of .deep solemmty
to take their place, L see him seated in the
pulpit.  He does not loek like an ordinary |j
maa, -« There is a solemn, an unearthly anxie-
ty7in his look. - AIf thW of his mind
appea l"ooncesﬂrued upon one objé (ar dif-

I observe the|The man who lives
prewhar emen thesacred place,and watch each |extortion—who.
rk ‘every movement of his coun- without wages
tenance. He moves as if he were upon some [worls, leldomot never dguchu. out of a 8itd=]iyre
pledenmwcmso pain, trouble and want,|

the grossest system
bour’s. mv
im_not fork

-uum

among his fellow creatuses. He is intent
upon another object—his own grauﬁcmou.
He can affirm, as well as others, that he is not,
conscious of wishing his fellow-men harm~=1p,
but then hmbvpm»m take care of hin
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self and make his way ;9, world.

Bat the love to mg.,, wl}.lhe go,spel €
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walk in the- hgbtnﬁsoln own mtdum
the beauty and glory of Christ’s: teuchlngc
that they are not like the theories often pro-
pounded in the schools of the philosopher, fit
for nothing but to captivate’the thoughts; or

try the speculative powers. Their excellence
lies pre-eminently in this, that they are prac-|t
tical, and are given for no other reason, than
that they might be‘put in practice. - Theyare
as much safer than the narrow and 'selfish
views of the human understanding; 'as'the
wisdom of God is superior to tﬁlt‘of'ﬁen —

Coagrcgattudut.

Sinm cannot stand alm

One who' wandets through low md wet
grounds in the months of August'and Sep
ber, will very likely meét with a'tro ,
weed that goes by different names, as pr
knot-grass, 'the Polygonum wgzmmm ‘and
arifolium of butanists—and will be sare to bé
scratched if he meddles with it. The stalks|
of this weed are weak ‘and flaceid, ‘and: not
able, when standing alone, to sustain their
own weight ; ‘butthey are armed at their four
angles with rows of prickles; and ‘thus hold
each other up. You may often see a mass of
them standiug erect, each by the help of its
neighbours, while not a single one of them has
strength enough to stand alone.

Now the application which we make of
this is the following :—This weed is an apt
emblem of wicked men; not only because of
its hurtful character (the sweet psalmist of Is-
rael deseribes ‘“the sons of ‘Belial” *“as
thorns thrust away, because they canuot be
taken with hands,”’) but especially in this re-
spect, that it cannot stand alone. It has init-
self no strength ; but must lean for support on
its neighbours. = So wicked men are destitute
of all true strength, a truth which they in-
wardly feel, however reluctant they may be o
confess it. Take a truly righteous man away
from his associates, and shut him in prison
with the ungodly and he is still strong, be-
cause he carries his strength with him in his
svul.  He can rebuke sin with anthority,
though himself in chains.” Place atruly righ-|
teous man “in the presence of wicked rulers
and judges, who have his life in their hands,
heis still strong, and' can face their ﬁowus
and.threats without dismay.

But a wicked man cannot stand wnthout the|
help of his wi companions to keep hioyin

is a perpetual warfare between their own wills| aguntenance. The drafkard in the bar-room

s\ surrounded by men like himself, feels strong
admmd‘bbw, set him down
i the midst of a ance

and (if he be in his senses) he hus no courage
left. The very thought of his own bloated

‘;Lou-tmoo fills bim with ﬁmne”“!h “in-

stinctively retreats to'the bar-room again.

In like manner, the ‘libertine, - when ‘sur-
rounded by his companious in sin, 'glories of
his cxplom and lau Nl virtue to scorn.—
But place him in of a virtuous com- |
munity, where heis «noexods that his charac- |¢
ter: is known and -and he éan’ no
longer hold up his head. ' He has an interest,
adread(ul interest, in having his neighbours as
depraved as himself; fo it is only by the sin
of others that he ean keep himself in counte-
nance. Hence the disposition of depraved|
hen to sneer at all virtue in others, and to re-
_ it the whole world as being like them-
elves; while truly good men are n!lvdlyga-
nerous and unsuspecting, and continue eve

l&llhcy have been often deceived by prof
ol um.. mhmhoww
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h sense of his utter weakness and:
» stand before the wrath-of God '
ty are “{“W \lhwhﬂ

M

'lud

ld"llm‘ened as he was, ﬂhﬁ an \atiwonted
bility ; carrying about him that dread
infirmity; the thotn in the flesh; surrounded
with enemies, traduced, beaten, m all the
day long » the sufferi ere present and al-
nnm without a parallel ini Christian endurance ;.
oz future, and apprehended ‘only by
fmh e weighed the walter ; he calculated
carefally ; he balanced the ‘agcount, and this
washis settled jadgment, 7 reckon ; I'arcount,
that the sufferings of the present time are not
wonhy to be oomymx} with the gléry which
shall be revealed in us. "' Andecan anyone hes-
itate in coming .to the sameeonclusion?  We

{might refer the question to one 'of Tar feebler

faith, and mn still deeper trouble ; one, on whom

the hand of affliction wanesdmg ‘iost heavi-

, and the ‘glory seemed dim, und ‘fur away.
ven such an“one could not fail 't utter the
same jodgment—not worthy to be compared :
the affliction for a moment, the'glot¥ eternal ¢
the affliction 'light, the glory unmeasured in
weight and worth, Can ‘the depressed and
most sorrowing heart; hesitate in the wdgmentﬂ
—not tworthy to be vonqmred S
pass to the other side of the scale, and,put the
question to ahigher reference ; 10 one of those
spirits before the throne, who have come ‘out
of great tribulation; and have ‘washed their
robes, and miade them white in the blood of
the Lamb. " Be the umpire one who encoun-
tered every form and ¥ariety of earthly trial ;
the direst malignancy of persecution ; the most
desolating strokes of bereavement; the tortures
of a racked and groaning body ;' ‘and the still
keener anguish ot a wounded spirit. That
spirit, thustossed and troubled, is now resting
in the embrace of infinite and protecting love.
That heart whieh at times drooped beneath
the weight of its sorrows, now swells with the
fulness of unutterable joys. ' Tt has felt its last
pang ; now it is perfect peace. Thus that pu-
|rified intelligence has tried both sides ; has had
experience of the worst griefs of tinte, and of
the commenced and growing blewedness of
eternity.. Ask himofhis judgment ; and what
think you, he would say, as he ed back
upon this Jittle point and speck e, and
as he thought of ‘the immeasdrable felicities.
of his present and secured imﬂhy e
What would he say?  He' wm -
utmost reach of language and of e
phasis, 'and all the tedemmgh in and
peal forth their intense agreement, il those
eternal pillars should tremble with "
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Wemeed not hes:mso wnm that ‘good--
ness is the main attribate in the divine cha-
racter. ‘Without  it, God would b& fio more
God. s ahuce would rwm atotally
different . Phe very»tmpu ‘of ‘an in-
finite being destitate of ;18 full of
horror. Satan wodld,hlul‘hndfcﬁ because -
less terrible. | Ah, nol: Wdcwd-ld%m
|God oompvuwnmly if we would utter
in one breath, ‘if we would ‘desetibe
oné word, if we would 'declare hiin as far 4é

the force of oy o by ‘asingle syllable,

~it must be " Godis love! "'Tmpnh--
ciple pervades all his perfections‘afid i the
motive of all his actions. ' His' s are

so many modes of goodness. ~His actions

so many exescises of es: "W‘ﬁ"‘-ﬂ*
sum of his moral ¢ ; ‘antlthie source of
all his doings. paren o ! oald |

it follows from this, that benificence is the
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