
Tye Ehristian Visitor. 
IMPORTANCE OF BAPTIST PRINCIPLES. 

All Christian principles derive their imports 
ance from their connection with Christ.— 
Baptist is no exeeption to this law. Bap- 
vism is nothing 10 a true believer but what 
Christ makes it. 
The importance of Baptist principles will 

be found to depend on the following conside- 
rations. ‘1. The Practical Nature of the Or- 
dinance. 2. The place given it in the order 
of the Great Commission. 3. The clearness 
of Christ’s command, illustrated by his Exam- 
ple. 4. Our obligations and responsibilities 
to Him. 5. Its particular connection with 
the great doctrine of Justification by Faith. 
6. Its tendency to teach the true Nature of 
Christianity, and te bring the Soul into Spi- 
ritual Communion with Christ and his People. 
7. Its connection with the Economy of Grace 
a Christ, (which it exhibits as elective, rather 
than hereditary, thus giving a right direction 
to Parental Hopes and Duties.) 8. Its rela- 
tions by Consequenee tothe Constitution and 
Character of the Christian Church, the Wor- 
ship of God, and the Administration of Dis- 
cipline. 9. Its connection with the principles 
of Religious Liberty. 10. Itsrelations tothe 
progress of real Religion in the World. 
"He who will calmly and deliberately trace 

out the difference between Baptist and Pedo- 
baptist principles jn all these connections, 
will see ample reason why we should *‘ keep 
tie ordinances as they were delivered to us” 
from the Head of the Church, without inno- 
vatiop or deviation. All Christians of every 
name, we must love for Christ’s sake, * with 
a pure heart fervently ;” but if we thus love 
them, we must deplore their errors on this 
important subject, Men who would blame 
this as bigotry, betray a melancholy blindness 
to the teachings of Scripture, the facts of His- 
tory, and the warnings of Experience. 

Progressive Tendency of Error. 
Originally Christian baptism was the im- 

mersion of a believer in Christ. ‘This beams 
on the face of Scripture. It is also confirmed 
by all the standard Churcir History. It is 
couceaed an every Scientific Encyclopedia.— 
It may be assumed, therefore, as a fact settled 
among scientific men, 
Let us now mark the gradual progress of ia- 

novation and change! The first error in re- 
gard to Christian Baptism appears to have 
been, confounding it with Regeneration.— 

How far as Baptists we may have actually 
attained to the practice of this grace, it is not 
for us to say; but that our principles are more 
favourable to its ‘developements than’ those 
probably of any other. depomination, admits, 
we think of demonstratipn. We never bap- 
tize any persons, until we first believe them 
to be true Christians. Hence we are obliged, in 
each instance, to keepChristian and Church fel- 
lowship distinct, and to have the former kind 
of communion with them prior to, and apart 
from receiving them to the latter. Pedobap- 
tism tends rather to destroy this distinction of 
feeling. Especially is this the case when bap- 
tism is supposed to confer Christian character. 

It is the want of this kind of spiritual in- 
terchnnge of affections among the different 
congregations and denominations in our towns 
and villages, it is the scheming and selfishness, 
the grasping sectarianism, trying in every 
way to get the advantage, and regarding all 
others as in antagonism, that cuts at the root 
of true Christian fellowship and real commu- 
non, such as'we all feel witlt the saints in 
glory, and hope to enjoy in eternity with every 
Christian. This is the spirit which makes in- 
fidels rejoice, and angels blush. 

There is, it is true, a momentary stuceess 
which seems to attend all this grasping.— 
Strenuous exertions will produce a certain ef- 
fect. But the motive will soon be discovered, 
and the means ‘rejected as an imposture.— 
The mass of the people never yet could be 
convinced that such is the spirit of Christ.— 
Curtis on Communion. 

Prineiple, not Emotion. 
How valueless would religion be, did it 

consist merely in a class of feelings buried in 
the heart! How exalted it is, coming forth 
in an animhted and visible form-speaking 
the words of truth and righteousness, and 
displaying itself in acts of justice, mercy, and 
love! Religion is pure, feeling and upright 
action. These must go together; from the 
last we infer the existence of the first." 
Though religion is essentially an active 

principle, it may, and o ten does, exist as a 
passive feeling. In this tate its character is 
doubtful. It may be genuine, or it may not 
—the point will be determined by the issue. 
If genuine, it will soon pass from the passive 
state into the active; if not genuine, it will re- 
main merely passive, and when the mind has 

This infects the language of even the second 
century. Why should this surprise us, when 
Paul, in ‘predicting the Great Apostacy, in- 
forms us that even in his time ‘‘ the mystery 
of iniquity did slready Work,” turning men 
away from Christ to outward forms. The se- 
cond step of Error, in regard to Baptism, was 
but a consequence of the first, namely, in-| 
sisting upon its absolute Necessity to Salva- 
tion. The third was, magnifying the effi- 
cacy of the Form, apart from Faith in 
the recipient. Hence, in the third century, 
Baptism is familiarly termed by Cyprian, 
“the Grace of God!’ Then came (of course) 
the Baptism of Infants. Then Pouring, as 
the substitute for Baptism, of the Sick, And, 
lastly, iu the course of ages, Sprinkling— 
which, (especially when applied to those who 
are not believers, ) is really something entirely 
different from Christian Baptism—bearing no 
resembial 8. either wn subject, mode, design, 
or effects. 
Thus Error began by ezalting Baptism 

over Faith, (the sign over the thing signified,) 
and ended by actvally abolishing Baptism al- 
together. othing remains but the ancient 
name; the thing it originally signified is 
gone. 

Baptist Principles most favorable to Christian 
Comwanion. 

‘We may have trye Christizn fellowship with 
many, Wht from other, as well as local 
causes, we cannot join in Church fellowship ; 
and 10 Churches are to be regarded as hav- 

trith and piety that have the most 

become exhausted by its high-wrought sensi- 
bilities, it will give place to secular feelings. 
When God, in the splendour and loveliness 

of his attributes, is brought before the mind; 
whea all his wonderful works and ways become 
the subject of thought ; when he is seen in the 
different forms and the benign ordinances of 
nature—in the beautiful and sublime scenery, 
where valley, and mountain, and flood, and na- 
tive wilderness, and cultivation, all mingle in 
the landscape—in the amazing constitution 
of the world, its magnitude, force, and harmo- 
ny-—at thé midnight hour, when the moonlight 
sleeps upon the earth, and seems to cover it 
with a veil of holy mystery, and the starry 
heavens appear in their glory, and lead the 
eye away into the depths of ether, and give it 
a sublimity of vision as if it were about to 
catch a glimpse of the gates of heaven ;<—on] 
many occasions, in a world so fall of God, hi 
emotions are awakened ; the soul seems puri 
fied, and the glory of the Deity, in whose pre- 
sence-chamber t 'seéms to ‘stand, overs 

prospects of religion, also, there is that which 
is caloulated to eall into existence deep and 
ineftable sensibilities—to ‘elevate. and carr 
away the soul by a sort of tragie effect. The 
revelations of prophets ; the wonders of mira- 
cle; the incarnation of the Bon of God; the 

td humiliation, the life of love, “and gentleness, 
and purity ; the sacred dignity of his charac- 
ter ; the last scene of agony andideath ; the dt 
testing movements in nature; 
the ascension; the disintereste 
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templations, and may become lost amid all 
these forms of glory and love, and experience 
their full poetic effect. 

gion. He does not mistake poetic sensibili- 
ties for active duties. His mind will return 

dinary business of life. 
religion perfected, and his obligations dis- 

light. 

have felt, but by what I am doing. 

commandments. 

is proved by the result. ) 
stage merges into the active.— Evangelist. 

“They have no Changes.” 

whatever. 
in many ways. 
and then is followed by despondency. 
are darkness and Jight, sorrow and joy in va- 
ried succession. “But when the wicked ar¢ 

doned. It is the discipline which may yet be 
the means of bringing them to God. 

Still" that significant expression of the 
Psalmist is/truthful as a description of a large 
proportion of the wicked. They have no 
changes. 
tenor that they are not disturbed. They have 
health, they have prosperity, they have friends, 
they have children born to them, and spared 
to them to enjoy in their turn maturity and 
prosperity and honor. T'o such persons how 
undisturbed is the sea of life. No fierce storms 
sweep over it. It suffers no wild commotion. 
It throws up no heaving billows. 
And yet who that knows its penalty would 

be willing to live such a life * *‘ Because they 
have no changes, therefore they fear nat God.” 
(tis a fearful indication that God has forsaken 
us. There is-an education, important beyond 
all other, which changes, sad changes, alone 
can furnish. We ould not call down male- 
dictions upon ourselves, nor suffer self-inflicted 
aims, but there are chastenings from the Lord. 
‘here are changes that come not by mortal 

human impress. There are writings on the 
wall, seen to come from the hand of the Un- 
seen. 
How much we need these chastenings, these 

changes, these sufferings, these admonitions, 
noone knows, perhaps no one can adequately 
conceive, They attack and demolish every 

foundation... They suddenly dry up every 
spring of joy of which God has not sweetened 

ghpimatess. And would we willingly construct 
such a fabric? Would we willingly draw wa-| 
ters from such a fountain? If-so, God will 
‘probably interpose no-means to destroy and to 
dey up. He will allow us.to fill up the mea- 

In the recorded events and in the revealed {sure of life, the measure of Earthly enjoyment, 
and the measure of materials for. retribution, 

subjects of an all-wise and: 
gmor, it becomes us to submit, and submit 

lcBgerfully, to such a chastening as he shal 
ne. e suitable. . We little know where or ho! JL 

{to let in the light. 

mingle and swell its ecstacies. There is in- 
n, and poetry, too, of the 

Now, the good man may have all these con- 

But then, this does not constitute his reli- 

from these high excursions to the simple lan- 
guage of the precept, and the rational and or- 

He will not deem his 

charged, by a flight of fancy and a’ dream of 
The duties of honesty, and justice, 

and faithfulness, and love, and kindness, to 
his fellowmen ; the exercise of humble peni- 
tence and sober faith, and the multiplied da- 
ties incumbent upon him as a soldier of the 
Cross, will occupy his thoughts, and mark his 
life, and constitute the ground of his evidence, 
I am a Christian, he will say, not by what 1 

I find 
that I love God, because I delight to keep his 

In this case the prevailing of genuine love 
The contemplative 

Not that the wicked experience no changes 
For undoubtedly some do suffer 

Hope flourishes for a time, 
‘I'here 

thus dealt with itis because they are not aban- 

Life possesses such an evenness of 

bidding. Fhere are suffesings which bear no, 

fabric of happiness of which -God is not the, 

had outlived his generation. One by one the 
companions of his boyhood had been laid in 
the grave. "To those to whom "th: future is 
one bright path of hope and happiness, and 
social love, how unenviable sekmed his condi- 
tion, how cheerless his days! 
I'have said he was alone. A gentle and 

thotightful child stole into his silent room, and 
twined ber arms lovingly around his neck. 
“I feared you would be lonely, dear grand- 

father,” said she, ‘‘ and so I came to sit with 
you. Are you not very lonely here, with no. 
one to speak to, or to love 7” 

The old man paused for 2 moment, and 
laid his hand upon the head of the gentle 
child, ¢ I'am never alone, my child,” he 
said. “How ‘can Tbe lonelv? for God is 
with me ; the Comforter comes from the Fa- 
ther to dwell in my soul, and my Saviour i- 
ever near to cheer and instract me. I eit at 
His feet, and learnt of Him; and though pain 
and sickness often warn me that this earthly 
tabernacle is soon to be dissolved, TI know 
that there is prepared for me a mansion, the 
glories of which no tongue can tell.  'T'he love 
of God is like living water to my soul. Seek 
in your youth this fountain, my child. Drink 
deep of its living waters ; and then when your 
hair shall be whitened for the grave, when all 
sources of earthly enjoyment are taken away. 
you too can say, I ain never alone.” 

Let this testimony ‘of au aged and devoted 
servant of Christ sink deep into the heart of 
every one who reads these lines. Seek the. 
tsource of that consolation which can be your 
joy in sickness, in trial, and in solitude—vour 
stay when all earthly helps have failed. Then 
will it be your blessed privilege to say, ** I too, 
am never alone.”— Christian Citizen. 

A Nestorian Pastor 

Rev. Mr. Stocking, a missionary among the 
Nestorians, gives. the following account of 
*“ John, the first Nestorian pastor” of modern 
times. ‘The aid now rendered in the work of 
evangelization abroad by native helpers, con- 
stitutes an era in the history of missions.— 
Of this new Nestorian. pastor, Mr. 8. says: 

John, as a spiritual watchman, is unwear- 
ied in his labours, often preaching three times. 
a'day during the week, and performing other 
duofls and self-denying duties ; ‘going from ar- 
house to housg for religious conversation, vi- 
siting the sick, and speaking the werd at fu- 
nerals. We. are often constrained to admire 
the grace of God as developed in his devoted 
piety, discreet zeal, and indominitable perse- 
verance,; and wonder at his ability, even phy- 
sically, to endure the arduous labors of his 
office. Beside the daily religious services in 
the church, he meets several evenings 
in a week, Christians unable to read, and. 
holds a Bible class with them. Afterreading 
and esplaining a'portion of Scripture, he asks 
them questions on the doctrines, duties or 
facts, contained. in the portion. In this way 
his audience is kept wakeful and much inter- 
ested, and their piety and knowledge are 
greatly jpvigorated .and strengthened. His 
spirit and practice may be inferred from his 
language in. public. on one occasion, as fol- 
lows : * Meet the truth like men, for we shall 
not cease to parsue you, wherever you are. 
with the sword of the Spirit. - If you come to 
church, you will meet it here. “If you stay in 
your houses we shall reach you there. If we 
find you goo your fields, we shall go after 
you there. dfwe find you:in the streets, there 
we shall address you, and if you are in 

J our stables, thither also shall we go to re- 
claim you to/Ged. '- Since then there is no, cs- 

re eet the truth and yield your. 

His study is a small chamber, about five f.et- 
he hghts dotered by a ladder, built of mud 
and plastered on the inside with the same ma- 
terial mixed with straw, and having two small 

is one coarse 

ohain; (as yet, to set in. 
is library is ne: 4d on Ei 


