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SERNARD BARTON OX THE PRAYER BOUK.  (ple is not pleasing. ~ Bare feet are more com-

. . mon while in the mill, thau otherwise ; the
flesh and~tlié Aoors jalike of the brown, oily
complexion of dingy furniture. Positive clean-
liness is rather exceptional, and baths or wash-
ing couveniences, when provided by the em-
ployers,. frequently neglected. "The atmos-
phere of the mills, necessarily—though not to
{80 great a-degree as is general ; in some mills
the nuisance being considerably abated by googd
ventilation—is impregnated with cotton dust
and the smell of ail evaporated by t'rictqui

Mr. Bernard Barton was of a Quaker fami-
Iy, and held strictly the tenets of the Society
of Friends; yet he ‘held them in a kind and
liberal spirit toward others, This is illustra-
ted inthe following lines ‘* written in a pray-
eér-bogk given to hus ‘daughter ;"

“My creed requires no form of prayer;

Yet would I not condemn

'These who adopt with pious care

Their use as awds to them. ! :
which gives to the people, together with t

absence of muscular exertion necessitated
their employment, a stunted, thin, sallow look
—'“ a negative sanitary condition.” ¢ At any
rate,” it 1s well said—*‘ what is called the
: -+ |bloom of health’ is a flower requiring more ait
Each the same trampet-eall shall wake, and sunshine than stir.and gleam athwart the
To face one judgment-seat; rattling spindles.” - i
God give us grace, for Jesas’ sake, I'he dwellings usually tenanted by the opes
In the same heaven to meet!”
e s e —]
FACTS FOR SOCIAL REFORMERS, ;

One God hath fashion’d them and me;
Qae Spirit is our guide ;

For each, alike, upon the tree
One common Baviour died !

ficient rooin, imperfect ventillation, and hig
rent, are noted as too
but, it 1s added, that matters are decidedly i
proving in this respect.  Evyen more gratifying
is the increasing intercourse and amity be]
tween the millowners and their people. Des

THE MANUFACTURING DISTRICTS OF ENGLAND,

Ta the first letter of the Chronicles’ Com-
missioner—and an adwirable letter it is, both
for power of description and sounduness of sen-
timent ; as are'also generally the communica~
tious of . the gentleman to whom are confided
the metropolitan and rural districts respective-
dy—occurs this striking and mstructive pas-

";'Ws.«mt»wewawm,.w X v
f1°a colored table of crime wh:m lies before

me—oune of those ingenious modes of painting
statistics which the present statistical age has
invented—the metropolis is the most darkly-
shaded district, Next to it comes the iron
- country ; then the cotton region ; and treading
¢lose upon their heels—closer, perhaps, than
most people imagine—We dave, as_the next
deepest in criminality, the rural districts.  If
we represent the amount of manufacturing
crime during the year 1847 by the ﬁfure 18;
we shall find the proportion of agricultural of-
{ences_ to stynd uog:}l as 14—a proportion
which “will be of startling magnitude to the

a few years since, would have caused a strike
and a tarn-out—mutually injurious to an ig

ulableextent.  Oae of the best results v

better state of things is a general weekly
half-holiday. Fio gd

Of'the low lodging-houses of the district, tes

nanted chiefly by poor Irish, we need only say
that they rival iu wretcheduess and vice those
of the metropolis. 4 gt
+ Digressing to Bolion, and the country cot-
tou mills of the locality—which seem to.indi-
cate, in their combination of rural with urban
influences and occapations, the ideal of the
factory system—the correspondent returns io
Manchester, and remarks on the morality of
the operatives, especially on the chastity of the
faqto;y_sirls,”wglch he concludes - has been
; . ties| 8reatly slandered ; maingining that prostitu-
!:i‘tz’ ':f:“?:;mw’ ' w:::ct:k?’l:;: gf&: t:: tion is rare, unchastity i? deemed disgraceful
connt.of thak mqi‘;wm”% igtidﬂimil laborer|2Mong them, and: the number  of female in-
s el : s ém ore pinching hun-| ™ates of the Penitentiary who had worked in
s mq Tair fiolds and woods, | ™ills only one-third of those who had been in
than the factor: operative amidst thc'aditmd*@)?‘:uc"’?":“.mdef et -
smoke of his alley and his mill, it SREIIR 0f etininty dn Manshesset 3 pet
By i ¢ mvestigated. A distinction is established be-
&M ; tween the nature of employment and the habi-

| ations of the employed, as sanit Rt
bter- mmﬁ&&w o i g e

are adduced to show that
y employment is not unhealthy, and that
sickuess and m o :

ortality of the workpeople
ellings.—

“A vast proportion,” it is observed,  of the
] alit ster is that, of children;

- hot appear, ‘L'he spi
skt and in moven
¢ri-mosg muscular action

ratives are deseribed at some lecgth. Insuf windows, the grimiest, Sbotiest, filthiest lumps
"of masonry in all Manchester.
generally characteristic jjthick, sanless air comesthe throb aud the boom

+pirns and bobbins,
putations from the latté¥ .concerning the rat b b

of wages are respectfully listened to by the fo
mer, and differences.quietly arranged which g

] The Blindag-sohodis of id indudstrinl

‘children are annually found *‘lost” in the|tors, and visitants. In 1832, the fiftieth an-
'streets of Manchester is-an indication. What- niversary of the foundation of the system was
ever the evils of juvenile factory labor—aund |celebrated by a day of jubilee, and upon that
the letters before us supply abundant illustra-|occasion no less than 32,000 medals were dis-
tions of evils inseparable from the system—it:posed of, 10 be worn by members of the Sup-
shouid be known, that the young mill-hands do|day-scholars’ procession which defiled throu
not work longer and earn more than. mecha-|the streets of Manchestpr.. ‘“ Were it not for
nics’ and shopkeepers’ apprentices ; the latter,| the Sunday-schools,” I have been over and
however, have the better chance of advance-|over again assurcd, ‘‘ Lancashire would have
ment in after life. IHereis a picture of Man-|been a hell upon earth.” Long before edu-
chester, which thougli not direetly in our way,|cational committees of the Privy Council and
is too good to be passed by :— British and Foreign Socicties were heard of—
As Lancashire -is to England, so is Man-|long previous to the era of Institutes and Athe-
chester to Lancashire ; and as Manchester is nzums—the Sunday-schools were seduously
to Lancashire, so is Union-street to Manehes-|at wotk, impreguating the people with the ru-
ter. The locality is the very incarnation of|diments of an education which, though always
the spirit of the district. A more perfectly|rude and often narrow and fanatical in its
ugly spot you shall uot find between sunrise|teachings, was yet preserving a glow of mora!
and sunset. Fancy a street one side of which/and religious sentiment, and keeping alive a
is all mills, huge square piles of wills, with six, | degree of popular intelligence, which otherwise
seven, and eight, tiers of fonl and blackened|would assuredly have perished in the rush and
clatter with which a yast manufacturing popu-
lation came surging up upon the land.”
Here, £00,/is a notice of anaseent but high-

Through the

of mauy steam engines, and tlic lowly clatter-
ing whirl of hundreds of thousands of revolving
Look in at the lower
anges of filth-encrusted windows, What mul-
iplying revelations of endless carding frames, ‘
ik, draining frames, and tenting frames.|cent.
‘e ponderous wasses of hamtnered iton, |pondent sags :— ; Ry :
fmbs of toiling engines, appearever and auon| In erdefite get rid of this disadvantage, the

irush to the - window; . glance gabroad. | rei MR is have started a co-operative so-
and then retreat to their dens. = On the other|ciety in their Chorlton mill, the working of
hand lies a canal—the Rochdale canal—a|which was explained to me., The mil 'fs,map-
ditch of muddy water, very much like rotten!ped out into twelve distrigts, the overlooker of
pea soup. . Curious, old-fashioned, highly-{each of which is furnishec with a slip of paper,
springing bridges span it. On the further side|properly ruled and headed, in which eacli ope-
are tumbled-down . houses, smouldering edi- rative enters the amount of tea, at Bs. or 4s.,
fices, sinking into their foundations of muck black, green, or mixed ; the amonnt éf'dq;[e‘e,
and mire—filthy wharfs, littered with dung,|at 1s. 4d., 1s.8d., and 2s.; that of cocoa at 8d.
and -bricks and rubbish-heaps of splintered|and 1s.; and that of chicory, which he or she.
stones, lie along its course. Blacksmiths’ (may require during the week. "'The quantities
forges are established in ricketty old tene- of tea are reckoned in quarter tho:
ments, with every pane of glass in their case-|coffee in halt’ pounds, The diffc 1 :& ers
ments loug since dasbed away. Mean streets, |being filfed up, are carried to the secretary of
and patches of black waste ground, with moul-{the association, who casts up the sum ‘total,
dering. fences and fewtid pools, back these|and the people having paid for their week's
wharls and ruinous forges ; and a dingy fringe{supply when  they received their wages, “the
of second-rate mills, with pufling steam gushes|amount, together with phe order fgflilhe fie:t
and everlasting volumes of smoke, shut in the{week’s consumption, is sent to a large Whele-~
cheerless picture. : sale house, which of course s pplies a

. The educational condition of the district is|article at wholesale price—that s

; tu;fde
half-a-crown in_every pbm_:*" the

After observing upon the great gonsumption
and rematking that, by their retail method of

wn the higher classes, the corres-

then glanced at, rather than examined. FEach ductinsi » :
spinper is compelled by the Factory Act to{nominal rate. Thus the average weekly sup-
pay for the instruttion of his * piecers and|ply costs about £20, and it is recefyyﬁf_ﬁ)t
scavengers;”’ but the tuition administered,|about £17 10s, "T'he saving to the l;;md{:{i:
apart from the qualifications of the teacher, fected by this rate of discount, since the it
W":‘S" be necessarily defective. The limi-tution of the assoviation three years.
tation of work-time by the T'en Hours Act has|calculated at £251 11s. 11d,, and. the _
increased the attendance on evening classes, |from the 28th of March to the 7th N gf&&ez
without affecting, perceptibly, the consumption of the present yvear has been no, h@ﬁfﬁiﬂ £60

of literary commodities, the striking statistics|7s. 1d. The collectors throughout the mill
oif\vbicb'.yivc gave a short time since. ~ |levy twopence on every nidl i6tling sabacri:

Here is a testimony to the power of an edu-{bed, and out of this fund they inake good to
cational agency, which some begin to deem|the wholesale house the deﬁcgqyg s of 4 y de-

well-nigh spent, but which we regard as capa-| faulter. BCaaliti . o
ué&?ﬂﬁejﬁtmﬁm, indcﬁ?i‘l;egiinptmo- Mucclesfield and the silk tr'gt(g is t‘lp fext
ent :— i ol + subject. The population of th district is of
North|slower increase and lag density t ‘ﬁ‘in the
\pé(}l{ﬁ s al  less, but

cational en-jcotton territory ; the
ristic social{the morality not higher.
;:w Raikes, | boring population work at.

rm. not. only a vast moral ang _
i
root in Lan-{ half, working in mills, the gre

a curious and ch
he system origin:
seventy

Niar:
5

l |under "‘ "m, ver

‘of manu-{females. A weaver may earn, “ver
cast of the/year, 10s. to 12s. a-week ; a female thi
ness and zeal,|or doubler in the mill, 8s. to 9. The

Iiythe order uouofﬂw latter is superior g

eC

hich it s the. very nature of countrywomen in the cotton beir
, stem to instil, ‘- a 'ﬂ‘;'mwﬁﬂ earance more healthful. -
he |y he -schoo) very deep/Factory Act allows fem 29 sven years o
nlhm myrki”rm I rather(age to work in these silk fac ¢ be-
§ ate the numbers, whenfing the earliest age legal

schools of Manches.| E: gos—tho
er inay be found from 40,000 to 50,000 scho-{suffering from of stagnation—the
lats, and from 4,000105,000 teachers, inspec- mestie condition of the silk operatives seet

ly promising agency of social advancement.— -
of groceries among the tempergte operatives,

purchasing, they usually pay more than 33 per

godnﬁs, those of
different pay




