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. éXceptionably bad as he hw represented it;

' soulless orthodoxoy, and the other rationalism|
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e Christian Visitor.

" 1597 In the two following pieces we see how
the same subject may be viewed by two emi-
ngutly able and good men, which, accounts to
a‘good degree for the difference of encrgy and
hope displayed by equally p:?us.pc%r‘sc 1D Te-
gard to the wor d’s conygrsion: We ought
not to be ignorant of the enormity and wide
spread prevaleace of sin, nor should we cnter-
tain the slightest despondency inregard to the
provision and agency divinely ordained to
meet and overcome it.

in thelong-anticipated struggle,—and woe to

the two may conquer !

The Signs of the Times.

We do not for a moment mistake them for
signs of incipient conversion. We do not
even, interpret the most hopeful indication
among them into a token of direct readiness
to embrace the truth. The mind may leave
‘one class of errors only to embrace a worse.

g (All that we infer from the moral aspect of the

SIGNS OF THE TIMES. \world is, that if it be a more promising under-
(From Bonar’s Prefuce to the » Laat Days.”) gmki‘:%i;‘; assail 35)':3:" of t(;rror. inl}lhe;ea-

‘ ) . . SOR age and weaknegs, than in the hour
P e infag not be éa THETURETY “?‘Toﬁts strenét'n, that encc?l:ragement 15 now

. . ‘o : . 1held out, for that season has arrived. If the
i manifold ‘evid that covers it,|" ; A A ;
still, the mass’ of "ltme for recasting the metal i3 when 1t has

i { t'it, is appaiing. : : . i
,}?}?c's g?gsizsaidtzzgr%hot%exil:rcii«riggq m;’d;rcnched a state of fusion, now s the period
the sle!:llowness, the inco!r;npleteness? the. hol-lrm employing the mould of  the gospel, when

. ‘ the human wind is so generally indicative of
m he -religious, fare thinos fitted! "' ") ; ] s v
iown:;!;;aan‘::% :a?ideno 2 ‘being in the erucible, and of posgessing unu-
o &t : B

Two extremes between which much of the Sual susceptibility for ney impressions.  Loo

religoin of our day g oscillatingare abstraction!in Wwhat direction we will, the horizon of hope
. C"

. . 3 g 'enlarges and brighténs.  T'he practical zeal of
50 ; abstract religion is the -
and personality. 1he g the Mohammedan has burnt out.  The priestly

religion of speculation—of philbsophy—of the’

" . . . ' f the Brahmin is broken, and his de-
' s the one: tefmimus is chill, [POVEr OF the : ; » 47 :
intellect. OF thi ""nons wait in vain * for their prescribed liba-

|tions'of blood. T he altar of the Chinese, emp-
~ion isthe religionofthe feeling or of the fancy.| 'Y but standing, is WAy o :velc?me the ad-
OFf this the one terminus is mvsticism—the! '€ of an unknown God. 'Fhe South Afri-
tem bf fraves and feelings : dnd the other|C2D clnf‘l comes from the remote interior, and
:i’ys cr or Pantheism: I tehe’ fotmot case we ! 0ffers his herds for a Christian teacher: the
h:\lr):t{‘uth without a personj in the latter a| ¥ kingdoms and isles beyoud the Ganges
pe;sonhmg;’ou:ith? gu{:h.ﬂ clfupdiinsenarable ,imissi(marlcs. In one quarter idolatry is los-
andni:i: tl)e?:c;qjunocf;oﬁ‘ tbhat o d,el i;a;is or i.ng is hold on inillions; in another, the sa:
the essence of trae religion.  Without this all|} "£¢ 15 ““'3509'“? from the sleep'oi OFaN08:}
is unsatisfyinz, uareal, hollow; the soul hasil.'er,e’ P(.)pe‘r_?, o ““""g Oﬁ: frf)m '; nqlu.)n,has. =
sting-place; no anchorage. The consci-| SNAkE oasts its gaudy bat shrivied akin : -there,
RO FEONENE P8y d ut ified. Con- Philosophy is worn out with its ever-promis-
:m:?:oci::z&:m;@:i:; G:l):;p:zi)szi;ms g::: ing but unsatisfactory illusion ; and elsewhere,
giveness, conscious friendship, in filial rela-v’c.hlld"sﬁ cre?'.m?yl " l;gcmnm%a m?"’h’"‘d put-
tionship, in virtue of which our whele 1ife be- ;mlg aw £y GuINAIL HRINZE - LACE) Naean are
es a walking with God, aservice, a mij- 'O € S¢en an impatience of the present,
f,?:r - these -are only atta;nable or ,’)msiblo:dcep presentiment that it is hastening to de-
wheg the things that Ged has joined lo;gethcrfc;‘-?:’ H"dl a ‘;P'm of mqunry,funtncnpaxm, and
are kept in harmonious unity, without dis. ©\1"\&® 10OXING out on the WENNE - TS VA
placement, or disproportion, or distinction. (with Judea and the East goncm‘ll}‘ about the
One feels, in our day, how litde there is of €73 ©! the advent of the Son of God, the v'vorld
simple reading of the Divine Word, and sim- 15 Wilting 1or the advent of some principies or
ple understanding of it, unwarped by system, Troony WHICH shall change its destinies.—-
or undiluted by speculation,
tareis left unstudied, bat it 1s hittle stadied for
the simple ead of learning the mind of God, o ’
and of:glaving the way that leads to the king-{ | Do we l‘now_how to Pray?. :
dom traced out for our personal guidunce.—| Lhe Rev. De. Hamilton of Leeds, while so-
Qaesearches it in order to prove that the lit’e;leumly cnforcing on th_e chu_rch its duty, in re-
of Christ is a mere mythical- deception, impo-|'erence (o the conyersion of the world, asks
singivarealities upon us for realities and his- | the following significant questions : ** And has
tories. - Another searches it in order to show 10t tha church almost to learn what is the pow-
that there is in it no such thing as prophecy, ©F 0f prayer?. What conception have we of
or miracle, orsign, or wonder, or mighty deed, | belicving prayer, before which mountaius de-
and that the common laws of nature will ac- part? What, of persevering prayer, which
count for all. Another goes to it for the pur- CaUsSes us. 1o *stand continually upon the
pose of demonstrating that it coutainsno sach watch tower iy the day time, aud? which sets
a asthat of resurrection from the dead, Us i our ward whole. nights?  What, of 1
Another gropes about in it for human ftaws, portunate prayer, which storms heaven with
or fancied contradictions, to prove that itis '8

or infidelity. The personal or concrete reli-

clain to it, *“ Behoid your God.”—Harris.

entire imspiration i3 as yet unsetiled and un- the Lord 7" What, of causistent prayet, which
certain.  Another goes to it for its beanty, its| regards no iniquity in our hearts ! "What, of
poetry, its lofty sentiments, just as he goes to, ractical prayer, which fulfils itself?” Let but
Shakespeare. ¢r Milton,—extolling it beyond'»’*“"h' prayer be u"dﬂ”}o‘)q, let our spirit but
measure, yet never finding i it * the Christ ofj'_b"e“k with such longing,’ and the expecta.
God,” the lite of his soul, theipedce that pass.' Hons of our bosoms shall not “be de}n)'ed.—e
eth all understanding. i* And it shall come to pass, that before they
ne “go ¥t for fruth, but loses sight ofgc"'“ (_‘,".5‘ (answer ; imd while they are yet;
the "Proe One; thereby deceiving himself with’ speaking, I will hear.””  gelt
the mere shadbw ‘or spectre of knowledge and| e T
réligion. qugtm to’ it forthe Trae -“fml“rw" R&llg{un. : |
One~~a person;, not an abstraction—but, los-| A preacherof the gospgl relates the follow=
g sight of:the tmﬂi.he'\bocjks out for himsel{i#g conversation, which he had with an. old
o scheme of fyeticism and dreawiness, which|negroe, while travelling in Virginia. He says
has init, indeed, the appearamnce of warmth!* Lwas travelling from Stanton to Bean Sta-)
; tality, but is still lictle better than reli-

the world, woe to the Church, whichever ‘of

(are ready for the reception of a number of

Nt that Scrip’ NOW, then, is the time for the Chureh to pm-@‘ But. O
4 & ‘ ~ t )

{ ble so much as worthily to conceive? - What

‘ violence and force” What, of united| waves and storms of misery had overwhelmed
not wholly divine, and that the question of its Prayer, ° gathering.us together to ask help of|me, aud were come in even unto my ‘souli=—

‘ Well, what do you feel 7 }

‘ Why, massa, I long since felt that T wasa
sinner, I felt very sorry for my sins, and then I
felt that God for Christ’s sake, would ‘forgive
them all) ' i

‘ What, you say that you can not read, and
yet that you know that your sins are forgiven,
Are you not mistaken? Why, there are many
white persons who are very learned, and do
not know that God 'has forgiven their sins:
you must be mistaken, ain’t you 7’

At this time, we were close to a very large
black oak, which was at least three feet in di-

mz}:; pointed his finger toward the tree, and:
said : iy h

‘ Massa, do-you see that tree dar 7’

‘Yes, but what of 4t 7

“ Why, massa, if you had that dar tree on
your shoulder, and was to carry it two hun-
dred yards, and then lay it down, don’t you
think you would know when you laid itdown.’i

‘ Yes, old man, I think 1 should.’ :

¢ Well, massa, just as sure you would know
when you laid down that tree after carrying it
two hundred yards, just so sure I know when
God Almighty took that heavy burden of sin
‘off me; and now I do believe I shall get to
heaven when I die, for I love God and have
tricd to serve him many years.’ The oldman
looked at me, with a smile on his face, his
eyes beaming with alively hope of eternal life,
and said, * Massa, don’t you 'sess ’ligion,’

* What makes you think I profess religion 2’

* Why, massa, I think if"yow did. not ’sess
’ligio:'x,- you would not have asked me these
questions.’

[ replied .  Yes, old man, I do profess re-
ligion, aud hope to meet you in heaven.’

“1 then asked him how old he was.. On his
\answering that he was sixty-three years of age,
[ tock him by the hand, and told him to re-
‘main faithful a little longer, that hiu_,_tim,e,of
iservitude would soon bé over, and then bade
him fareweli, to see him no more until he
ishall be as free as myself.’

Leader, are you as certain that your sins
are forgiven as was that poor old slave? You
say you hope so, but do you know it 1—S. W.
| Baptist Chronicle.
|
| The Love due to Christ.

: sweetest, kindest Jesus, how shall I
(thank thee as I ought, or what requital can'I
'make for thy wonderful condescension? - [Tow
15 it possible indeed, that dust and' ashes, as'1
\am, the meanest and most wnworthy of all thy
creatures, should be capable of return, that
might bear proportion to that amazing excess
of unmeasurable love;, which I am not eapa-

‘could be done, what conld be thought of, for
mny benefit and salvation, which thou hast not
submitted to do for me ? * From the sole of the

plunge thyself iti-sufferings and sorrows, that
thou mightest pluck me out, and rescue ‘me
entirely from  the deep water, when all ‘the

Thou countedst not thy own life dear unto
thee, but didst pour out thy soul unto death,
to redeem that forfeit life of mine, over which
death, entering by sin, had gotten the domi-
vion, ‘T'hus hast thou bound me to thysel by
a‘double obligation. And I am' now thy ‘debs-!
or, both for that which thou hast restored to/
me, ‘and for that which thou hast laid down'

ametér, and a hundred feet high. 'Fhe old |,

foot to the-erown of the  head, thou didst|

to live to thee? who hast cotdeséended not
only to livé, but even to die, for me? ‘No,
dearest, I'am duly 'sensib'e 'of the obligation.

but sensible withal, that this obligation ¢
never be discharged without the assistanec of
thy grace. © O'draw 'me then, that Fmay run
after theee ; knit my heart to thee that 1 may'
love thy namié; andlet my soul cleave stead-
fastly to my Lord’; for T am not soflicient of’
myself to do or 'thirik any thing as 'of myself,

but all my sofficiency is of thee, mv Lord and
my God.—Anselm. » -

B

Sufficiency of the Gospel Remedy.

A king published a wide and unexpecioed
amuesty 1o the peopla of 1 rehelliovs distriet
in his empire, upon the bare dct of each pre-
senting himself, within a limited period, be-
fore an authorized agent, and professing his
purposes of future loyalty. Does it at all de-
sract from the clemeney of this deed of grace,
that many of the-rebels feel a strong reluctance
to this personak eshibition of themselves, and

lates upon them by every day of their posi-
ponement ; and that, evenbefore the season ol
mercy has expired, .it has risen to such a de-

tgrce of aversion on their parts as to form a

moral barrier in. the way. of their prescribet
return, that is altogether impassable? Wil
you say, because there is no forgiveness to
them, there.ig amy want of amptitude in that
charter of forgiveness which is proclaimed i

the Learing of all; or that pardon has not

been provided for every offence, because some
offenders are to be found with such a degree
of perverseness and obstinacy in their bosom,
as constrains them %o a determined refusal of’
all pardon? .The vblood of Christ cleanseth

from all sin; and there isnot a human crea-
ture who, let him repent and believe, will eser
find _the crimson, inveteracy .of his manifold
offences to be beyond the reach of its purify-

ing and its,«peace;speaking-power. And tell
us if it detract, by a single iota, from the om-
nipotence of this great gospel remedy, that

there are many sinners in the world who re-
fuse to lay hold o it? T'o the bour of death:
it is within the reach of all and of aby whe
will, Thisis the;period in_the history of each-
individual, at winel this great act of amuesty
expires ; and, to the last minate of his life it
is competent for every minister of the gospet
to urge it upon him, in all the largeness, and
in all the universality which belong te'it; and.
to assure him that these is not a single deed
of wickedness with which his faithful memory
now agonizes him. not one habit of disobedi-
ence that _now clothes his retrospect of the
past in the sad, coloring of despair, all the
guilt,of which, the blood of the Savipur can-
not do away ! '

. The Danger and the Refuge.

The interest of modern, history isindeed yn-
tense, aud the importapce of not wasting the-
time still left to us may well be called incaleu-
lable. ' It is truerow than it was during the
progress of an 'earlier. revolution, when the

words were first/ uttered, that ** everything i
the condition of-mankind 'announces the: ap-.
proachiof some gneat crisis;” and for this, as.
on eloguent writer foreibly obseryes; ** nothing-
can prepare us but the diffusion of knowledge.

probity, and the fean of the Lord"  While the -
world is impelled.with such violence in oppo--
site directions; while a spirit of giddiness and

revolt is shed upon the nations, and the seeds.

for me. And, since my life is' thus ‘made
twioe thy gift, first by creation, andafterwa
by redemption, how can I make thee better
payment, than by dﬂoﬁngn‘nﬁrﬂrw@ o)
that everything which [ received from thee?
For that part of the debt then in ‘which my
life is concerned,—somewhat [ have, thou,

ous septimentalism, A0 pd a Virgiman planter, with, bis family and ofs
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of mutation are so thickly sown, the improse-
meot of the mass of -the. people will be aur
grand seeurity ; in the neglect of which, the
politeness, the ment, and the know
accumulated qn the higher ‘orders, weak aund
pro »will be exposed to imminent. dan--
r, and.perish like a garland.in the. of

; r* yifia‘&m Qd” ledge shall
be.the stabilityof thy times, and strength of
lation » the fear of the Lovd is his treusure.
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