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THE LIBERIA BEACON. 
BY MARTIN F. TUPPER. 

A thousand miles of rugged shore, 
And not a light-house seen! 

Alas! the thousand years of yore, 
That such a shame hath been ! 

Alas! that Afric’s darkling race, 
The savages and slaves, 

Never have known the gleam of grace 
On their south-western waves! 

- Never, till now |—O glorious light! 
The beacon is a blaze, 

And half the terrors of the night 
Are scattered by its rays! 

* Forth from the starry-heavened West, 
Was lit the glowing torch, 

For dear Columbia’s sons have blest 
Liberia with a-church! 

Yes, yours, Columbia, leads the way, 
And shows our hard old world 

How slavery in the sight of day, 
Can easiest be down-hurled! 

Not by the bloody hand of power, 
That mangles while it frees, 

Bat by religion’s caliest hour, 
And freedom of the seas. 

Yes, brothers! Patience is the word,— 
And prudence in your zeal, 

‘Where these sweet ar well are heard, 
They work the common weal. * * 

The North must wait; the South be 
And both unite in love, 

To help the slave beneath’ the skies, 
Who is no slave above! ; 
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at least 50 cents; but as a mss in the coun- 
try costs only 15 cents, we will place the aver- 
age at 20. This gives a revenue of $2,726,- 
000 a year. But deducting $600,000 for 
masses said gratis on festival and other days 
by curates, the sum is reduced to $2,100,000 
a year, 
"Wen a child enters the Church at twenty- 

four hours old, he commences paying. The 
births are about 90,000 a year. At each bap- 
tism, a taper weighing a pound is left, and a 
gift in money for the curate. The average of 
these gifts must be much larger, but we will 
place them at 50 cents, which gives an annual 
sum of £45,000. 
The confirmation succeeds the baptism, 

and is said to perfect it. The dying child is 
confirmed at home; the others go to the church. 
On this occasion each child should give to the 
bishop a taper worth 30 cents, and supposing 
that only 60,000 do so, the annual revenue 
from this source is $18,000. : 
The marriages number about 25,000 yearly. 

Everybody knows the expense of the acts of 
the chancellor, the publications of the bans or 
dispensations from them, the permission ‘to 

| marry, the certificate of confession, the present 
to the curate, &c. But to ayoid the appear- 
ance of exaggeration, we place the revenue 
from this source at $25,000 only. 

In the Roman States, if a person wishes to. 
get any employment under government, ‘to 
marry, to enlist, to teach, to get a passport, 
and in short to do a thousand other things, he 
must have his certificate of baptism to put on 
file. As he must procure for each occasion 
another certificate, the same person may be 
obliged to procure fiity of them. The price of 
them is 10 cents for the poor; 30 for the mid- 

FINANCES OF THE ROMAN CAURCH. 
A journal published in the island ot Malta, 

and entitled I Cattolico Christiano, contains 
a curious statistical ‘article on the revenues of 
the Romish clergy. The article purports to 
be from the penof an Italian priest, who passed 
many years as curate in the Roman States. 

According to the public register the value 
of the real estate in the Papal dominions is 
195 millions of dollars. The population be- 
ing three millions, the proportion of each in- 

_habitant would be $65. The clergy, com- 
prising priests, monks, brothers, nuns and sis- 
ters, number 60,000, or one in fifty of the 
population. + 
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of the clergy is stated at 
forty-five millions, equal at five per cent. to an 
income of $2,250,000, The cattle owned by 
them are valued at two millions, equivalent to 
an annual income of 100,000. The clergy 

y-five millions ahcAltpia Honk, pa 
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dling. classes, 50 for the nobles, and. 100 for 
the princes. Putting the revenue from this 
source at the lowest figure, we have $9,000. 
The certificates of confirmation, of decease, 

of marriage, are also necessary, but not sooften 
as those of baptism. - The price for them is 
the same. The annual revenud from this 
source cannot be less than $9,750. 

Burial expenses are exorbitant and obliga- 
tory. The long files of priests and friars, all 
paid to accompany the body, the wax given 
to all the members of the clergy, and the ta- 
pers which are lighted in great numbers around 
the body, and remain for the profit of the 
tiests, occasion an enormous expense. At 

the middle class costs at least fifty dollars, and 
those of the rich and of the nobility cost seve- 
ral hundreds; but the poor give little and 
sometimes nothing. Count then for each fu- 
neral seven dollars and a half, and we have for ? yearly a revenue of $600, the eighty thousand 
N00 for the clergy. 
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lections. are constantly made in all the 

church at 
times for one madonna, sometimes for another ; 
sometimes for one saint, sometimes for anos 
ther; to-day for one festival, to-morrow for 
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With the exception of a few of the princi- 
pal towns, all parts of the Roman States pay 
tithes. The income from this source must be 
far above $150,000, but we place it at this fi- 
gure. Add to this a revenue from the semi- 
naries and colleges of at least £15,000. 

Dispensations from marriage, indulgences, 
privileges, particular chapels and altars, and 
those innumerable articles sold at the churches, 
at the Dataria, at the secretaryship, of briefs, 
of indulgences, relics, &¢., form one of the 
best sources of the revenue of the clergy; 
count this at £50,000. ly 
The Saturday before Easter, the priests 

bless the houses of the laity, each one of whom 
makes them a present either in money or pro- 
duce. Count this at a cent for each, and we 
have a revenue of $30,000. 

Supposed miracles or pardons received from 
different madonnas or saints are paid in offer- 
ings of wax, of money, or of hearts or images 
in silver or gold, or in Jewels, which become 
the property of the Church. The revenues 
from this source may be placed at 75 000 
yearly, although this must fall far below the 
sum actually received. The gifts at Rimini 
alone in the last two months almast ‘equal this 
sum. p 
‘When any one is sick, it is the custom to 

get a priest to say a triduo to seme madonna 
or saint, for his care. "Sometimes prayers are 
said ‘every ninth day. . Céremonies are per- 
formed for ‘the dead on the seventh day, on the 
thirtieth, and on the anniversary. - The small- 
est tax for the triudo is fixed at $3, for the 
ninth day ceremony at $10, aud for the anni- 
versary at $3. Supposing each parish to re- 
ceive but fifty dollars from this source, the an- 
nual receipts would be $500,000, ~~ 
The churching of women is another source 

of riches for the clergy. Each one must re- 
ceive the benediction and make a present.— 
Pat the “total of these “at the low sum of 
$9,000. : 
We do not count the receipts of the clérgy 

arising , from scapularies, , girdles, ‘rosaries, 
heart of Jesus, heart of the Virgin Mary, me- 
dals, &c., nor those from benedictions. at the 
death-bed, £900, MARSA 1p the curiosities 
in the churches, the amounts. paid by priests 
for advancement, and for holy. water ; nor. for 
the tax paid by the Jews for the privilege of: 
living outside of the Ghetto, nor from the ben- 
edictions of new houses, of nuptial beds, of] 
country seats, &c., nor from a hundred simis 
lar sources ; nor. haye~we, spoken of the im- 
mense sums levied on the peaple for the cone 
struction and repair of ghurches, or of the re- 
venues of the ecclesiastics, ftom their civil and, 
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Bensdictione 9,000 180,000 
—— as. | — 

Total $10510750  $210215,000 
By this examination, it appears that the an- 

nual receipts of the Roman cler y exceed in 
value the sum total of the whole value of the 
landed estate in the Papal dominions. What 
wonder is it then, that the people are so poor, 
so ignorant, so superstitious, and at the same 
time so rejoiced to be rid of their ecclesiasti- 
cal masters? And why should we be sur- 
prised at the resistance offered by the whole 
body of priests to reforms suggested by Lord 
Palmerston, M. Guizot, and even by Nicholas, 
who has expressed the opinion that the tyranny 
at Rome would be intolerable in Russia t— 
The reign of Gregory XVI. was signalized by 
several insurrections, and that of Pius IX. by 
a revolution.—Cor. of the Commercial Adv. 

Life in South Africa. 
A book, giving an account of the five 

of a hunter’s life in the far interior of South 
Africa, has lately been published in London. 
It is the work of a sportsman who seems to 
have exhausted the pastime of salmqn-fishin 
and roe-stalking on the streams, and in the 
woods of his native Scotland; and, in order 
to be more free, to have chosen a region in 
Africa, far beyond the footsteps of civilized 
man, where he might collect hunting trophies 
and objects of interest in science and natural 
history. ~~ He says that he has succeeded to his 
heart’s desire. From a natice of the book in 
the London Observer, we select the following 
spirited passage * 

In his wanderings in Southern Africa, ac- 
teams of oxen, a good] 

body of expert natives, and haop ge 34 
him to come up = wild animals, he almost 
sleeps with his rifle in his hands. The de- 
struction that he perpetrates, : ngst the 
larger and rarer tribes of antelopes, koodos, 
pallahs, sassabys, zebras, bu x. giraffes, 
elands, crocodiles, hippopotami, rhinogeroses, 
ostriches, lions, lionesses, leapar , wild boars 
and elephants, is almost incredible. One par- cel of Ostrich feathers and elephants’ tusks, 
the reward of his unerrin eye and ever steady 
hand, fetched at the Cape £1,000; his other 
trophies are now exhibiting in London, form~ 
ing a South African museum, to be seen at 
the Chinese Gallery. He shot, single-handed, 

ei dng The 
uumber of lions, lionesses \ber of lio and Jeopards that 
fell vietims to his double-grooved and double- 
barrelled rifles, is marvellous. Whether hid- 
den in an artificial pit, within twenty yards of 
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ox go for instance of the provin- 
cial legates, the nuncios, the priests, i 
trates and the cardinals... We ha 
sum derived from the few so 

the. watering places of lions, whether in rapid 
motion on foot of on horse-back, his aim is 

«As a curiosity we will give, ta- 
the contents of one chapter : woh TIRE | TURRET “A lion shot from m watching-hole at mid- a the Wey. Howe figure. They. may a. night—six lions’ drink i ae me—a capitulated as follows i .. © lioness slain—a rhinoceros bites the dust—my REVENUES OF THE von. IN THE ROMAN i gay nded with game—pallahs, 

Aohual income. copnieet af py fiftieth lepha 7h Lo psa with 

“7 T5000,000| agreeable—five Thinocero s shot as they came 

"" “ “5o00000(lumes contain thirty-three chapters, and their 
Rag f i interesting —at least for those 
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