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W hold ¥t the three crosses the '
sentatives of all known characters! Tm
—the pardoned—the  impenitent—are_there.
.. Lo'one or other of these classes of mind all in-
‘elligent beings must belong. ,
- congeivable fourth division, The gulltless,
the forgiven, and the guilty, embrage all.—
Strange that they should all meet on Calvary!
‘Stranger still that- the representative of each
should be nailed to a cross! But it was not
aceidental.” ‘God intended to read a lesson to
thie ‘world.—say rather to minds in all worldé
~~by this memorable comeidence. The ven-
tral sufferer is'the Son of God! ' He occupies
the place which belonged to ‘Barabbas; but
the murderer escapes, and the restorer of life
1§ erucified. T'wo of'a banditti are also cru.
cified 'with Jesus. ' One of' them is awakened
from the stupor of guilt, the death of sin, con-
fesses his crimes, believes on Jesus, cries for
merey, and is saved ;—the pardoned man re-
presents the church. ' "I'he other rails on and
rejects the Messiali, until exhausted mature
forbids further utterance, and he ‘dies in his
sing ;—the impenitent man represénts the un-
godly. Their feelings towards 'Jesus deter-
mined their destiny. They were alike' guilty
when fastened to their crosses ; how vast the
difference between them mow ! All wen, by
reason of sin, lie ‘“in the same condemna-
tion!” How different the destiny of the par-
doned from that of the impenitent! The
view they take of Calvary determines it. ‘The
‘ great gulf” is related to the cross. The
story of Calvary gives heaven its bliss and
deepens the gloom of hell.
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II. Behold onthe three crosses the issue of
‘sim—death ! The holy Sufferer dies, for he
18 the substitute of sinners. ' His death is vi-
carious ; * Christ our ‘passover is - sacrificed
for us.” ' The pardoned safferer dies ; but he
1s ‘“ complete in Christ,” and enters paradise
with’ his.- Redeemer that -day. The impeni-
teat suflerer dies, and is driven.from the pre-
sence of the Lord whom be reviled and rejec-
ted. . Sad'death! By 'the sideof the cross,
and within the sight of the Saviour!. Now
here, if I mistake not, is a forcible illustra-
tion of the equity of the Divine procedure.—
The law exacts its pepalty from the holy Saf-
ferer as the substityte of the guilty. It was
exacted, and he: wag made answerable.”’—
The Lord hath'laid upon: him the iniquity of
us all.” ~ He took the sinne:’s place, and bore
the sinner's doom.: To have relaxed the law
would have destroyed the idea of substitution,
Three things were essential :-~first, the per-
sonal sinlessness of the Substitute; secondly,
the voluntariness of the sacrifice 3 thirdly, in-
dependent existence. - These essentials met in|
Christ. - He was sinless as n man; “* he gave
himself” " as a saorifice ; he was * equal with
God” as an independent Being. The sacri-
fice was without: spot,. and! there: was self-sur-
xender of the body prepared for him “ who
. was God.” He had power to lay down. bis
life ; he chose,to lay it dowa ; he undertook
10 pay the penalty ingurred by the guilt of
other beings ; there was, therefore, equity  in

ex?l that penalty.
~ The law exacts its pen

alty from the peni-

tent sufferer. He looks to Jesus who has mag-
g.ﬁ.ih mmﬁ mded it honorable, and for
is sake he is justified, acquitted, saved! 3
its claims baving been fully met by the bies.
sed R sHwith.whom”” the poor man

was considered as ** dead,”
therefore, he
was equity;
%xpeqsq of law ; .

and with whom,
shall #* live.” Here, also there

tri , but oot at /the
faith does not. make -it void ;
s just in justifying this sinner.

. Xhe law exacts its penalty, inlike manner,
.ﬁgﬁ?%ﬁﬂ&wwﬂqummmw
nitent, rejects Jesus, and is** sent to prison.’’

Here, also, there is perfect equity.. ‘f
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|shall not be able to find fault withthe aress

niqwqt' which securés bliss to the t:.m-;

“Who' shall lay anything to the c

God’s elect 1’ ot e e lg:bh

There is no|éxhibition of justice, behold the ‘triamphant
ufltless, [eareet of Disitie tercy ! Mark the 'raceof

love! What afluetice, what expansion, and

art of God. ' Pot the same reason; the lost|
Bat, in conjunction ‘wi

what adaptation ‘to ‘the state of man! ““In
this was manifested the love of God towards
us, because that God sent his orily begotten
Son ito the world, that we might live through
him. “Herein is love, not that we lovéd God,
but that'he loved us, and sent his'Son to' be
the'propitiation for our sins.”
———————
The Work of Saving' Souls.
The work of saving men is a great work,
requiring study, patience; and ‘the wisdom
that is from above. There is no part of his
work for ‘which ‘a’ pastor ordinarily feels so
much his own incompeétence as that of apply-
ing the truth to individual iinds in personal
conversation. “Fhere comes to him a soul
burdened with its guilt; ‘and seeking instruc-
tion and- light,—~or a mind but partially
awakened, and needing tobe more thotoughly
conviticed of sin and then directed to the Sa-
viouf, or a mind bewildered by error, or be-
sotted with ‘ignorance and vice, It is easy to
declaim in ‘general terms about the plan of|
salvation and the requirements of the Gospel,
to insist upon repentance, faith and godly liv-
ing—but to say just thé right thing at the right
time, to-inspire hope where hope is needed,
and to awaken fear where there is a tendency
to a dangerous' self-confidence—to give such
instraction &s ‘under God ‘shall result in the)
conversion of a soul—this is a responsibility

at which even an angel might tremble. The!
responsibility of a physician in a critical casel
of acute disease, where the life of the patient|
is in his hands, and anxious friends await the
issue, 1s nothing in comparison with the re-
sponsibility of him who is called to guide'an
immortal mind. "

How ‘much then do we. véed the influence
of the Holy Spirit to attend and succeed our
efforts to save sinners! = After all: our study
how to approach different classes of minds, af-
ter the most careful discrimination. which we
can ‘employ, we shall yet oftentimes fail of
reaching the state of perscns for whom we are
interested, so as to be of saving benefit to them.
But there is-one who reads the heart, who
knows ‘the - inmost -thoughts; who-can touch
every spring of  action.in'the soul, and ean
make the truth-eflectual. ; Abh, this is a work
that calls for prayer, that inakes us feel our
nothingness and our dependence upon God.—

¥

N.Y. Independant.
The Modern Palpit,
It seems to us that theology is fast falling
behind:the other professions in regard to the
character and 'intelligence demanded in its
professors. th, comprehension, a lar
knowledge of life, skill in disseeting evidencé
andimotives; a general force of' being which
never yields to:moral or intellectual umidity,
are not now: insisted upon as mecessary to the
clergyman. . ‘The toleration awarded to feeble
sermons is the sharpest of all silent satires on|
the decline of divinity. Forcible men, men
possessing sufficient vigor and vitality to “ get
along in the world,” rush almost univerugily‘
into the other professions.  Law and

dreds of 'scholars whe ought to be preachers
of God’s word beth to law-and politics.
youth of education deesnot evince enough un-
derst ‘to'sift evidence ot tear away the|
defenses of a sophism—if he Jacks sufficient|
nerve to badger.a witness ok amputate a leg,
his parents think him eminently calculated for
that other . profession, (members are Lo
scatter . the reasonings of Hume and Diderot,
to smite wickedness i high places, o lay bar

ouly way in whichiit cau be ho-
s and law. most. take. its
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leave that in the hand of the
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O that we

politics,| ~ 7
in this'country, draw into their vortex bun-| '

It ;*
in orderto Mlpmdimw and in order te

1 had wept, prayed, waited for & revival in
my flock, butit came not. ol
all flesh. 1 cared for each one of the lost mil-
lions of men. Asl flih} o impres the church
with a sense of responsibility for the salvation

prayed, too, for

of his seadide
. of Corneélius
found him. "t would seen that ‘the open air
=-the ‘toisigless amplitude ‘of the  *“solitary
plave” <~ o hifluside; with the stars dbove, wnd
the sha"dowy world below—the fragrant still-
ness of the garden when evefiing ‘has disis-
sed the laborers, ‘Were'where the Maw'of sor-
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of sinners in their midst, I spréad beforé them
as a last tesort God’s claims for a dying world.

Not long after I was awakened at midnight bry
a messenger who came from oné who wisk,ed
to see me before he died. ' I'went and * ;und
one of the members of my church upon’is bed
calm, peaceful, and appatent
“ What is the matter 7" said T " gj¢ » |
he, « you presented the wants of the world

retiring to rest, 1 began to pray for the wh
world. “The subject ros: and'became g
and filled my heart and oppressed me un
was too vast for endarance: my body s
my extremities become ¢old, T became

1
t,1

tinued to grow cold, and thougt I was abou
to die. "1 felt. anwilling to go without letting
you know my feelings. ""T'his is why I trou-
bled you.” {t was plain that the good hand

to him, ““ As to the question of your dying,
Lord, and tfo
your daty as He shall direct, and all will be
well.”’
~ Weekspassed. ‘That man went in and out
before his brethren with another spirit; his
countenance shone ; his words dropped like
the dew ; in prayer he seemed to speak to God,

and ask and receive ; none who listened to his

mayer,—
Meek, childlike, and quiet in his d%milexior,
he disarmed the opposition of the ungﬁdl'{,
and roused the hearts of God’s people.. lle
came to me one day, and said, “ Sir, there
will be a great’ work here before long, and
you will go through these streets like a ghost,

{worn out with your labours.” T was startled,

and rebuked Him for his presumption in fore-
telling events. 'I'ears came into his eyes, and
he answered, *“ Perhaps I am wrong.” ‘At
this time he was at work in the outskirts of
the village. “He went out and gathered the
children into Sabbath schools ; when one was
fully organized, he found some brother who
was willing to take charge of it, and went to
another neighborhood to repeat the same work,
It was not long before he came into the village
and intimated that the work of the Lord would
soon begiw'in the church. It did begin. The
members of it were awakened, and began to
call on God; my labors incredsed; smuérs)
began to inquire what they "should do to be
saved ;-a glorious work of grace extended far
and wide, until scores and hundreds reie iced
in redeeming mercy, and at one time it was
thought that about fifty were hopefully con-
verted within fo;:t.":fizht hours. I was indeed
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could scargrgky speak above my breath; most
fully were the expectations of this brether

1l
r#ﬁtpd 'lufa . we not see such works again 7|
t seemed ;a'ﬁe, ‘whilst: 'Si,t:\n'gf xozoih“umm
> a4 Oswego, with the
wasabout to com
gst us with great power and g
be ready to meet him.—.

merican Board, that Gq
again amon

ma
ngelist. :

—"' - { Babisa TR
Have A Place. for Prayer. .. ..,
“We do not need to enter the closet to find
the Lord. He is ever neartous. Bat 3

L 4 A

regain those associations, and, it ma
surround - ourselves  with' 'thosé'' me
which we formerly found helped to our
ers. One who has great powers of abstrac
tion may take refuge: feom sur nding bust
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fore us récently. ' I felt it. " 1'o-night, before
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in

had just streigth 1o get upon my bed, ]m;ﬁhejbﬁl :
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of the Lord was upon him for good, and 1 said

simple intercessions could fail to receize the
Y limpression that God listened 1o his

abours, and at one time| .
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Tows loved to pray. '

It was'in "the' old church of Ayr that John
Welsh was wont, alf alotie, to wrestle with the
angel of the covenant ; dnd'we have stood in
the wild rock-cleft wheére Pedén found fre-
quent refuge from his perseciitors, and whence
the caused his ““ cry to ascend unto the Lord
most high.”” Tt ‘doés not need four walls and -
1 bolted door to makeja place of prayer. “Re-
tirement and silence, and a séquestered spirit .
will create it any wheve. By the shore of the
nding sea—in the depths of the foreste—in .
the remoteness of the green gatden bower—

nay, amidst the dast of the'dingy ware room,
or the cobwebs of the owlet haunted barn, in
corner of the crowded'stage, or the
nook of the travellet’s room, you.
have only to shat your eyes, andisechide your
spirit, and you have created a closet there.
Tt is o closetWherever the soul finds itselt
alone with God—Tndependent.
391 54 S

0t A'Notable Viltain.

What if you cime suddenly upon a suspi--
fcious. looking: fellow who had entered unbid-
den your kitchefi or'parlor? *Would you not
bestartled T And wouldyou niot startle him ?
Your indignation at- the intrusion would be
onsits' way to the culminating point in a hurry.
Woald you call for a police officer to rid vou
of the villain ?.  No, you.would be such an of-
ficer yourself, and the loater would not be long
on hand. _ ey

But a bad thought is-one of the worst kind

of villains. "It has ‘no business in your breast,
its only errand there is one of mischief. But
the loafer in your house had ‘not stolen an ar-
ticle.. What of that?"'‘His' being missing is
the only thing that will satisfy you.
' Come down upon that bad thought after the
same fashion. ' It entered your heart without
& bow, or'if, with abow, and with a welecome,
then so much the worse. "Plie greater the-
'danger.

A badithought can steal into the most se-
cret recesses of ‘the heawt, as a villain in the
house at midnight can enter the most retired
apartment. ' That th ‘can where an.
intruder, less sybtle and deceitful, could never
have gone. It can make prize of the fairest,
rihest jewels in thesoul. 8
Such- intruders are little suspected of evil
by multitudes. They are eften in fair disguise,
but are the foulest hypocrites.” ‘They let other
villains idto the soul. 'As yon would ‘drive a
viper from ‘your parlor, drive ott that bad
thought. Don’t wait for the police. Be the-
police.—Eve. Traveller. ' g
' By “'this volume, we
time walk in the |
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may at any.
sit'in the

: ' : spitality or wit-
ness the faith of Abraham, ascend the monut
of'Go:f m«u& i ‘mm secret devo-.
ons’ “or listén 1o 'the eloquent and
assioned address of St. Piul. ~Nay, more,
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thy pages, I see the impress of the Godhead.
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loulated to soften:the heart, sanctify
us, and elevatesthe soulof man| to
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