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py has informéd me 
Rev. ans ded 

and colleague, Mr. M1 
that, at an interview with you in Glasgow last]! 
week, you, wish ‘ to know the sa- 
ving from the actual number of copies of Bi- 
‘bles and Testaments oh since 1839, -and sa- 
ving of ‘édch.” : 

It would: afford me reat pleasure if I could 

comply'swith your request to the ve pS letter of 
jt “An@'l dm sure that theéffect of such in- 

formation could not fail to excite the utte 
astonishment of all intelligent men, ‘the ardé 
atitade of all pious men,—nay, and the ‘ad-| 
iration ‘of ever ail mere political economists, 

who take no farther interest in the matter than 
as giving a demonstrative proo haps’ the 
most remarkable that ¢an b 
the value of the principle 
saleable comm 
The greatest dj: Fibutors of Bibles in the 

world is the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
To the published Reports of ‘that Society, 

ther, T make my eppeal. Happily, they are 

Free-trade in all 

minute enough, giving the exact number of 
eopies issued every year from the commence- 
ment of that great and benevolent Institution. 
To do all justice in the.case, I shall omit 

any reference 10 their earlier Reports, embra: 
cing a ‘quarter of ‘a century; although: they 
might seem’ more to my purpose, as from the 
strictness of the monopoly, and the exorbit- 
ance of the price at that time, the issues were 
comparatively small. No-one can doubt the 

“fairness of the estimate, as # test, if we take 
eleven years idimediately before, and the same 
number that have now elapsed since the abo- 
lition of the monopoly i in Scotland, giving the 
nomber issued in ‘each year, and thus showing 
“the increase in circulatinn, and the saving of 

expense by the Bible Society during the latter 
period. The following figures then show the 
actual facts of the case, as taken from the 
printed Reports :— 
ELEVEN YEARS BEFORE THE ABOLITION OF 

* THE MONOPOLY. 

1829, issued - - 365424 
1830 - - - 434 422 
1831 - - - 470 929 
183 - - . 583888 
183 - - - 536. 841 
1834  -  -  - 393,900 
183 - - - 653604 
1836 - - - 568,842 
1837 - - - 541,843 
1838 - -  - 594398 
1839 - - - 652,068 

8,792,159 
ELEVEN YS8ARS AFTER THE ABOLITION OF THE 

MONQPOLY. 
1840, Hayied - - 776,360 
1841 - - 900,912 
1842 . ‘A - - 815,601 
183 £ - - 082,060 
1844 oo. - 944,031 
1845 - - - ie 

op ASH - - . hy 067 

1 - =.= 1 136, 595 

11,568,789. 
8 3 spn that the increase of issues 
during iod of ‘years following, as 

eceding the abolition 
y, if o less than 5,775,633. 
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have been. nillensd by all other agencies; plat 
ing the Naval and Military Bible Society, 
and all other Religious Societies in : England 
—the Hibernia Society—~the Bible Societies, 
and other religious institutiofis in Scotland 
thei great publishérs in Edinburgh and Glas- 
gow, not to ‘mention Coldstream, where, du- 
ripg the:period referred to so many thousands 
were printed, nad sent to all parts of the: Bri- 
tish Empire as well as America—and the sales 
by the entire trade throughout: the United 
Kingdom and the Colonies: This assumption) 
would give a circulation of Bibles and Testa- 
Nn, during thé eleven years that they have 

been under the operation of Fréokrate’ of the 
overwhelming number of 34,621,307, and the 
saving in price of 3s. at an average on’ each 
copy would be the enormous sum of £5,203, 
705 1s...) These figures are startling to: myself, 
and will, na doubt, be, astounding to many 
others. But the principles on which ‘the cal- 
culations have beepmade will bear scrutiny, 
and let them be: strietly -scrntinized. As it 
respects the immensely nereaséd circulation 
by the British-and ‘Foreign: Bible Society, 
there can be ne doubt. about the matter. Its 
own annual Reéports are my authority. In re- 
gard to the sa¥ing on its issues, ‘any man may 
satisfy himselfwhbo can procure. the 1OROPO- 
list’s old cataloguesof prices and compare it 
with any of recent. date. And; as. to the ex- 
tent of the general circulation throughout the 
United Kingdom and the Colonies, 1 am cér- 
tain that my allegations will be borne out by 
the Reports of “ Her Majesty’s sole and only 
Master Printers in Scotland,” and by the re- 
turns of all printers of Bibles: lately made to 
the British Parliament. 

! 

The Shortness of Active Life. 
The world and the customs of the world ne- 

ver cease to levy taxes on our time—that is 
true, and, so far, the blame is not ours—but 
the particular degree in which we suffer from 
this robbery depends muchupon the weakness. 
with which ‘we ourselves: become ‘parties to 
the wrong, or the energy with which we resist 
it. Resisting or not, however, we are/doomed 

cable flight of time is brought home with 
keenness to our hearts. © The spectacle of a 
lady floating over the sea in a boatj.and wak- 
ing sudden! to find her magnificent robes of 

one end from its ‘fastenings, the loose strin 
‘hanging down in the water, and pearl after 
pearl slipping forever into the abyss bringsbe- 
fore us the sadness of the case. That parti. 
cular pearl whieh at the very moment is rol- 
ling off unto the unsearchable deeps, carries 
its own separate reproach to the lady’s heart. 
But it is more deeply reproachful as the repre- 
sentative of so many others, uncounted pearls 
that have already been swallowed up irreco- 
verably while she was yet sleeping, and of ma- 
ny besides that must follow, before any reme- 
dy can be applied to what we eall this Jewelry 
hemorrhage of the same kind in wasting our 
jewelry hours. ' A'day has perished from our 
brief calendar of days—and that we could én- 
dure— but this day is no ‘more than the reite- 
ration of many ‘other:days; ‘days counted by]; 
thousands, to the same extent, and by the same| 
unhappy means, viz: ‘the evil’ usuages of the 
world made effectual and ratified by our own|, 
lachete. Bitter is the upbraiding which we 
seem to ‘hear’ from ‘a ‘seéret monitor, ** 
friend, you make very 'free with your da ol 
pray’ how many do you expect to have! What| 
is your rental, as” ‘thé total harvest ol 
days, which this life is likely to yield 
us consider.’ ‘seore years and ten | 
dace a sum total of 25,650 days; to ah 
thing of some seventeen or eighteen more 

ng is st ou individual copies| will be payable to you as a bonds on aod 
to the Pos ue oxi ‘expensive sft, 1 shall|of leap years. Now, ‘out of ‘this total, oi 1 
ga it will be admitted byl candid third must be deducted pn blow 
"wens the goons A Boing in|one item, viz: t 

n' favor ¢ “byl illness, of ¥e 
py tions speebiney \ * ; 

to suffer a severe pang as often as the irrevo- 

pearl necklace, by some accident ‘detached at] 

§) 

| rains alii great city 

that is, according to the: lax Hebrelv method 
of indicating six weeks for the phrase of for- 
ty days,” you will have a asd bills or 
drafts on Father Time, value six weeks-each, 
as the whole period available: for intellectual 
labour. 1A solid block, of about eleven and a 
half continuous years, isall that a long life 
will furnish for the dev of what is 
most august in man’s nature, After that, the 
night comes when no man can work—brain 
and arm will be alike unsérviéea le—or, if 
the life should be unsially extended, the vital 
powers will be drooping as regards” al ‘motions, 
in IST RRL nstriictor'. Poel. Med 

“Truth Tested by Time, 
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Layard is worthy of a place by itself, that it 

demands : 
“In a religious point of view, there is no 

doubt that mueh important information: ‘may 
be expeeted from a careful investigation of the 
monuments of Assyria, During my labours, 
without being able to devote much thought. or 
attention tothe subject, I have been, continu- 
ally struck with the, curious illustrations. of 
little understood passages in the Bible, which 
these records afford. In a historical and 
archeological point of view, I know nothing 
more interesting and more promising than the 
examination of the ruins of Assyria. One of} 
the vastest empires that ever existed—the 
power of whose king extended, at ene period, 
over the greater part of Assyria—whose ad- 
vance in civilization “and knowledge: is: the 
theme of ancient historians—disappeared. so 
suddenly from the face of the earth, that it has 
left scarcely a trace, save its namej behind. 

torily known, and out of the various dynastic 
lists preserved, we are unable to select one 
worthy of ‘credit. As to their deeds, we have 
been in the most profund darkness; and were 
it not for the record. of their strength and 
greatness which we find in the Scriptures, we 
should scarcely credit the few traditions which 
the Greeks have preserved to us. After .the 
lapse of ‘two. thousand five hundred years, a 
mere chafice has thrown their history in our 
way, and we have now their deeds chronicled 
in writing and in sculpture,” 

Here; then, is a remarkable instance in 
which the truth of Scripture has been subjeot-| 
ed to the developments of time... For twenty- 
five centuries has the voice of Scripture de- 
clared to the world, in the calm confidence 
and simplicity of truth; these events in. the 

connection with the sacred. narrative. . Assy-|mor 
ria, to use again the language of Layard, than 
‘which nothing more appropriate can be devi- 
sed, has * disappeared so suddenly from the 
face of the earth; that it has left. scarcely. a 

that modern discovery. has brought to light the 
monuments of Assyrian art, and, the hidden 
secrets of Assyrian. antiquity, nothing is 
found to clash with Scripture, but on the.con- 

duced because! they were existing: realities 
when the sacred history was written, these are 
ow corroborated by the distinot Arie 8 

actual observation: amon the long-hidden 
of 
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The following passage of a letter Py 4 

may attract the attention which its importance 

Even the names of its kings are not satisfac-| 

Assyrian history which happened to possess all 

trary its minatest details, its apparently casual Pig my’ son’ was dead, "and is” alive 
Husions, which could only have been intro-{and was fost; ‘and is founds” and there is all 

a 
CEE 

er r the yoice c cenped Donald ge ntly Kaibck- 
he door, was admitted, jot made his 

case known to thé nobleman, who greatly 
moved | his, Fe, assured | im_ that his lease 
should be ed, and himself ‘and family 
Jan, froth the resentnient of the steward 
Donald poured forth his earnest and artless 
thanks, and was about to take leave, when a 
feeling of anxiety for the generous nobleman 
took ssession of him thus: 

y Lord, I have been a bold man, but 
you have forgiven me, and s aved me and my 
faruily from ruin; I would #5 be a bold 
man, and say ‘something farther, if I have your 
permission. 

‘““ Well, Donald, speak out,” said the no- 
| bleman, 

‘“ My Lord,” replied Donald; “ as I stood, 
waiting at your door I heard you praying with 
reat earnestness to the Virgin Mary and St. 

HE ancis you seemed to be very unhappy. 
ow, my Lord, forgive me, but cannot help 

thinking that the Virgin Mary and St. Fran- 
cis will do you but little good. ' T had been « 
rained man if I had trusted to vour servaats: 
but J came direct to your lordship, and you 
heard me. Now if you would but leave the 
Virgin Mary and’ St. Francis, who Iam con- 
vinced will'do no more for you than‘ your 
steward would for me, and just go direct to 
the Lord Jesus himself and pray to him for 
what you need, he will hear you and grant the 
desires jobty out heart; dor he has said in his 
word, ¢ Him that cometh tome I will in wise 
cast out.’ ” : 

ee 

Always. Weleome. 
See how welcome a sinner is to Christ.— 

The prodigal Yuge his’ course, he spends ail in 
tiot and laxury, and is Fedhced to utter extre- 
mity ; and thei he bethinks himself of comin 
home * ** How many hired servants of wy fa- 
thers have bread "ra nosh to spare, and’ | 
perish with hanger Phere be * many man- 
sions’in my father’s house.” * Iwill arise and 
goto fy’ father,” &c. (Luke xv. 17, 18.) 
‘Being, upon this’ Knowledge of his father - 
fullness, drawn, ‘dnd ‘upon sense of his awn 
Tostness, driven, he comes; and what saluta- 
tion do you think his father might ‘give him ? 
“AYhat! are you come indeed? In good time ! 
You, that have all this time taken your swing 
i all wickednéss] as tong as vou could live, 
fy House was not good enough for you; amd 
now, that you have laid me under ithe reproach 
of your back ¥d6 you now come to me?  Thet 
is no duty or affection to me that sways you 
hither ; but you‘are compelled by the extremity 
you have brought: yourself to! * Get ye home 
with a sorrow, ‘dd ‘never look me in the face 
more.” "Thus we would hase thought } but it 
is quite otherwise ¢ his father, when he did but 
say he would come, meets him afr off, falls on 
his neck; kisses hit, brings him howe, pro- 
Vides. the Lest room, the best robe, ‘the best: 

Fe 

{trace, save. its name, behind.” And now kid, ‘alt the bests and there is great joy. ' Ths 
father doth tot lquéstion what draws, or what 
drivés—iwhether he comes out of contpelting 
necessity, or out of ingendity and ‘dutiful al- 
feetion': but” lie 1s come—tlit' is enough. 

ain; 

done that possibly ‘hay , im welcome. — 
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