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“execuatiopers.and fellow-sufferers, of his unjust

+TBE TRUE CEOXS.” b |

Fifteen ‘hundred years agothe mother of tha
first christian emperor® dissovered amidst the
ratns about Jerusalém, thé veritable croes on
which Jesus was crucified’] - 8he krew it from
the other two which’were Tound ‘néar it, by its
instantly restoriag to Keéalth an invalid who
totiched it! 8he honoured and treasured: it
carefully, and by the time of thie Reformation
1t 1s said to have furnizhied fragments enough
of the *“ true cross” to build, 1t put together,
a tan of war! Over such miserable super-
etition and imposture shall wé stuile, reader,
or grieve? We cannot eusily avoid-either.

In this present year, one thousand eight
handred and fifty ,ye_:‘xrfs“yfgm:{y ‘after ¢ the
Crucifixion,” we see.* the Cross” —exalted on
the summit of ]ofty/p(é'c:fous--ﬁ'equemly i
stome as if fossilized, frgquenty gilded, a
melancholy imitatid, ifways'ts us of what the
Cross has become—** a gild?d cross.” Yes,
the “ offence of the Cress™ isv¢anished it 1t
wear a golden aspegt, if' ity proffer gold to its
ministers and its worshippefs. - And of small-}
er dimensions we see it also torn as ad orfa-
ment; but it'is often made of ** gold, silver,
or precious stones,” the adorning which one
*“ . who witnessed the “sufferings of Jesus did
not think meet 6rnament for christian women.”
(1 Pet. iii, 3,4; v.i. 1; 1 Tun ii. 2, 10.)
Verily, neither gilded nor golden crosses are
*“the true Cross.”’ :

“No, *“ the true Cross,” was, indeed, arough
and homely object,—untrimmed wood,—the
carpentry of an, hcur,—fit only for fuel when
its work was done, and no doubt used for that!
or some other hnmble purpose.  So mean was
the altar, so utterly unfitto be preserved asa
memorial, on which was shed * the precious,
blood of, Christ,”—on which that victim was
offered, and that death took place, which ne-
vér can be forgotten in the history of the
world, of throughout cternity itself!

Let us look at the Truz Cross.  All the
Pprevious scenes—the scourging,crowning witn
thorns, the mock trial—are over; and a con-
demgaed criminal stands in the hands of four
soldiers beside the barbarous engine, Weary,
pale -with:a whole night’s maltreatment, yet
serene, benevolent in aspect. How different
his appearance {rom that of the two highway-
men 1o the like condemnation! ** His couu-
tenance more marred than any man’s;” yet it
was innocence, holiness, and dignity. The
rabber saw it aud bore witness, the ceuturion
saw it ‘and bore witness, ‘‘ this was surely a
righteous man ;" yes, he ‘“ had done nothing
amiss.” © The sun, the rocks, soon added their
testimony, and confirmed this reversal by his

judge’s verdict; znd on the thisd day, the
vanquished tomb—the first time it was ever
vanguished—confirmed also thereversal of his
unjust judgment.

Still, beside the “ true cross,” stands the in-
noceut victim. Batall is ready. Four soldiers
seize each a wember, ar.d nail it to the cross
as it lies on the ground; in a minite more it
is erected, placed in the ground, and made fast
in the eartii; the malefuctors on each side are
treated in a like manner ; and thus, and inthe
midst, hangs the holy sufferer oo the True
Crpsg

Thus mnch was true to even the eyes of the
many ; but.more was surely truc. This was
notinly a nizhtcous man, he was surely a good
man. too. . . No one ever denied that he went
apout doing good. ~ Hundreds of relieved suf-
ferers were witoesses of that. I he somtimes

““sent the ©nieh ewply away,” no one deuied|$® irangpitied. ta us. in. the.testimany of God,

« that he had holpen the poor” He was no
comtnon wan.  His wisdom, aithouzh he had
ugt gtadied at their s&.ﬁg(ﬂs, conlinually put the
Sadducees 2pd  Pharigees (the Bceeptics and
Puseyites of that day) to silence. And he was
uadeninbiy an opea worker of innumerable
rucyclesy—innumerable works' @e did which)
nqather may did. A man he ‘."?‘ who never
flatteced jhe “ common pedple,”~=yet was bes
18ved byj,}hem.—éu man whose’ \\'ﬁd}}b’lgs the
higarehy of that day, and of alk dags, Abherr(d,
724 goyjd pever veluté,—all this, at feast, Was
Sugly tege of Him who now hu%én' ‘the
“irug Crossey” | He wasnot a uierd mdn?”

. A:‘ld':‘ﬁ"ﬁv“?g true, also, that he Wﬁ!’ﬁt lﬁﬁ

liutended, that is every thing to us,

TR Ehoistian Pomtor,

Bat look on¢e more at.the ““irae Cross.”
The enfferer is not yet dead; he might live
for days in_ his torture—his fellow-sufferers
would have done so; but they were killed pre-
maturely, Hark| a loud and touching call!
It says that ““ his God has forsaken him!” The
forsaking of all others he had borne ; but his
Gpod forsaking him, this has overpowered him.
Yes, completely overpawered his humanity ;
the grief literally burst the muscles of his
heart, and he almost immediately expired !—
How can we aceount for all this—such iano-
cence and dignity, such composure, such sud-
den and fatal sorrow? lle himself has told
us how ; for—

‘There was yetone thing more on the ** true
Cross," invisible indeed to the bodily eye, yet
visible to the faith of all who believed his own
express words, He had said that he bhad gi-
ven '{ his hfe a ransom for many,” that Le
** laid down his lite for his sheep,” that *‘ no
mau took it fromr him,” but that ““ he laid it
dowu himself;” in a word, that he died to
atone for the sins of men.” Lok, then, at the
*t true Cross” again,—look at him who hangs
thereon,—{ook at his INTENTION in hanging
there.  What Pilate intended, what priests in-
tended; that is nothing to us; but what ne
That it is
which really transforms the unsightly tree,—
which changes it from the barbarous imple-
ment of the barbarous punishment of death,
into the magic name which alone can soothe
the guiity conscience.

Yes, amidst all his conflicting thouglits and
feelings,—awmidst pains so distressful, so pain-
ful, one steadtast will, one settled purpose
abode through all,—the will, the purpose, to
endure all agony of body aifid of mind, that
'we might be pardoned, He willed to suffer
what justice ought to award to the bearer of
human guilt. He did suffer it.  Justice awar-
ded that he should suffer unconsoled by his
Heavenly Father. Ie suflered that. More
he could not suffer. 'The grief of losing all’
happy sense of his kather’s presence was the
fatal suffering. It broke the fountain of life !
It burst his heart !

The true Cross | Verily, this world abounds
in fictions, and even ** the Cross” has been
changed iuto a lie, and perverted to imposture
and gainj but their is a ““true Cross” after
all.  The Sufferer on it yet lives to save us by
it. The witnesses of his sufferings have left
us their testimony on record, and they, too
yet live tosing for ever before him, ** Worthy
the Lamb that was slain.”

Cross of Christ! Thecu wilt be my salva-
tion or my ruin, my joy or my teriror, through-
out eternity. He who died upon thee meant
to save me,—meant to bear my sins,~—eant
to give me pardon and peace through his sos-
rows,meant me to share the glory he purchased
by his sufferings. But he meant me also to
fove him for all this,~he meant me to obey
him in love. His was, indeed, a true Cross.
Oh, may I be a true dircipie of the Cross.—
Ail in heaven are so, and ull must be who yet
shall go there le=The Appeal.

Christian Baplism.

‘“ Christlan baptism is the . abpointmtot of
Christ.  Here be appears in full-orbed official
glory.. Itissacred to the memory of his death,
burial, and resurrection to endless life, as the
Head of his Mystical Bady, It embodies the
atonement.. Lt exhibits the truth of this glo-

This standing memorial of ** the holy nation”
is.alsp the attendant of the gospel, and should,
only keep pace with its progress, ‘The obsers
vange of this otdipance follows the faith of the}
baptism. What is believed in the heart be-|
¢omes visible by this act of cbedience.—~Com~
pare. 1 Cor. x¥. 2@1'% Rom. vi, 3; also Col,
. 12, aud ik L; wherein the union of Christ)
and his people is most sigunificantlv set forth.
The manifoid ﬁmroféud is'thanifested by
21l the mbnments that exist in the  history of]
the cliurch. - 'I'hese were ordinarily erécted}
immediately on the oceurrence of the events
which they were' designed to exhibit, . This
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his resarrectun froml the de pﬁ fﬂcm;*
* Y e Bepddbiln only oy ibe first of the nomerons imperis

al-dnd guyad priooaazes Wi nave |‘Uﬂt\‘d Bhl‘im, ianity by
.)‘ﬁt.ur faan .!.nd for St ";uw“:,g.,-.. ll.’ “'“,’l.- ‘h',lt p-

deiightil ‘ordinpnce was sev upat the ‘com-
cermem of the Christian era. and is there-
¢4/ o Christian “baptis thig replete i with
1¢' Fichest epititual instructions:. "We bghold
at’ altar’ with  this: inscription~‘ T “rae

thereon. ~**'I beseeéh you therefore, brethren, |

uosaly ack of Lis clag —aucewnisio o

by the mereies of Ged, that ye prescnt your
| bodies A living sacrifize, holy, «e{:opt

‘God, whieh is' your rcasomable service.'—

joined let no man put asunder.

the truc nature of the ordinance. : They are!
extremely sensitive on: the ground of personal
atteation,
nay, even flatter taem, or they will be off to
rious event with ail its appropriate. evideuces,|some other society where they hope for more|
of this sort of adultaion.

s anything but trug, and where even thelord

trutih 'L'he faith.of the gospel is professed injthe Sabbath is often a: difficult, problem with

cwevalwith the events it so aptly comie-|'

e

(Rom. xii 1.), RETAT

© “The baptism of the Bible requires all its
subjects to imbibe the spirit, imitate the ex-
ample, and ;implicitly obey the will of the Lord
in all things, - It seeks subsission of none with-
out repentance towards God, and faith towards
our Lord Jesus Christ. It excludes infidelity,
formality, idolatry, and rivalry., It shows
that those who preach t/e gospel should bap-
tize the believers thereof. Not every vender
of every whimsical view is warranted to bap-
tize. It demands, at least, a predisposition

to prefer the views of Christ on every subject !
upon which he has been pleased to pronounce;

his judgment. It cuts off all connection with
the baptized into the belief of a lie, whose
faith is groundless and vain, who are yet in
their sins,—with those also who make the ob-
servance their saviour, and convert it into an
object of idolatrous homage. It censures the
counduct of Christian communities who would
continue to exclude it. It complains of those
who would cause the baptism of believers and
the sprinkling of babes into competition and
collision. It admits of no such rivalry. It is
dishonored by all such caricaturing and con-
fusion. ‘““Itisone.”—(Eph.iv.5.) Itcourts
no obsequious defcrence from the world.  The
one Lord and onc faith, precede the one bap-
tism. lts positive relation to Christ, and par-
ticular place in his government, should be
carefully considered and guarded by his people.
When the King himself delighteth to henor it,
why should multitudes of his spiritual subjects
despise, deface, and defame it? Baptism!
comes after the belief of the gospel. The Di-
vine commands to believe in Christ and then:
to be baptized into Christ, are equally explicit;
and absolutely imperative: what God hath.
‘ For as mang
of you as have been baptized into Christ have
put on Christ.” ”—(Gal. iii. 27.)

[¥rom the Puritan Recorder.]

UNSTABLE PRUFRSSURS.

Where is the church that has not to mourn
over such members? W hat minister has not
had his heart saddened by their inconsistens
walk? At one time they are all zeal, and at
another, all indifference. ‘T'heir seat in the
sanctuary is filled or vacant just as the humor
takes them. If thereis anything new or exci-
ting, they may be found among the foremost ;
but the regular and ordinary means of grace
are neither appreciated nor improved. Be-
longing to the stomy ground class of heéarers,
and having no depth, they shoot, up in apparent
luxuriance, but soen die out and never bear
any fruit. They have no special regard for
their own minister, and are ready to find fault
with him on the most trivial occasion. Atone
time he does too much, and at another toe lit
tle. 'T'hey seem to take special pains to wound
his feelings by absenting themselves on occa-
sions where he looks for their presence and
expects their support. They live on the out-
skirts of Zion, anil never séem to get beyond
the Court of the Gentiles. For the sake of
aveiding discipline, they may force themselves
to be present at the communion ; but they en-

y no sacred fellowship with the rest; and it
is to be feared have no proper discernment ol

You ‘must make wuch of them,

) They have noitrue
humility. - Qoccasionally they will slyly fall in-
to sone place of preaching where the doctrine

that bought them is denied.. Haw. to.

them. ‘The church where they are bound to
go; where their names are recorded, to which
they have sworn sacred allegiance, is deserted,
or'bat oceasionaily visited ; whilst the query
is, where they can be niost ensertained, or pass
thesholy time with the 1east sense of weariness;

helpreaching they most enjoy is that which)

ast benefits their souls—which | amiuses ra-

rthan humbles them. ‘Fheyrove'about in
search of this kind of Sabbaukday entertain-
ment.  “ Unstable as watét': should be - write:
»osite the names of all such professors.

ey ure a dreadful inicubus to-the chireh of
1a gﬂd to-the truly pious;,.*‘ wandering
‘to whom 13 reserv
arkness.” - Iv.is no want of)

s e warn

the |blaekness of | by s
[; chanity, to say have been i
RNOWN'00D.”  ‘T'He name of the Father, the|that théy give d&evidence of conversion, |
Son, uidthe Holy Spirit, is legibly enstamped| @h ye unstable professors ! - What is to be-jman
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[you are parsuing plant a thorn in your dying
pillow? Ifithe charaeter deseribed belongs to
the reader, let the warning be taken. Go back
to the church where your violated vows are
recorded—to the minister whose heart. you
have saddened—and there begin your repent,
ance. Take your place under the faithtul
preaching of the Gospel ; that which wili pc-
metrate rather than please ; and you may hope
that if there is merey for your backslidden or
unconverted soul, there, if any where, you will
ybe likely to experience it.

[From the Watehmau and Reflector.T
Just what is needed. Y

Iu the published accounts of revisale with
which many churches are now favored, it is in-
teresting to observe how generally thg meany
employed are represented under two heads.

1. 'The faithful exhibition on the Sabbath of
the humbling doctrines of &od’s Word..

2. The earnest activity of the members of
the church in sustaining prayer meesings, vi.
siting from house to house, distributing tracts,
conversing with the impenitent, &c..

It is not difficult to see that these are the
legitimate and most promising modes of pro-
moting genuine revivals. The labor is per-
formed by the appropriate persons. The pas-
tor delivers two well prep.red discourses on
the Sabbath, thus supplying the people with a
body of scriptural truth as the material of
thought. During the week, the members ¢o-
operate: with him i persenal efforts to awaken
ithe careless, and to condt.ct-the inquiring ta.
the Saviour. In this way, the pastor is an-
couraged, the spiritual health of his church s
promoted, and the world feel the power of such
exhibitions of Chrissian zeal and consistency.

- But, O how disheartening to a pastor to la-
bor without the ec-operation of the members of
his church ! He studies severely, and preach-
es faithfully. But they do not second his ef-
forts. Ile endeavors to make the most of the
'Sabbath, for it is almost.his only cpportunity
to d> good. They go to their worldly busi-
ness, and immenrse themselves for six days in
secular cares, saying nothing and doing no-
thing for the conversion of sinners. Al the
smpressions which his sesmons may have made,
are effaced, and the next Sabbath he is com~
pelled to repeat the proeess upon minds that
have been hardening for another week under
adverse influences. He feels deeply the peril-
ous conditicn of the unconverted, and is dis-
tressed as he witnesses their entire indifference.
But the keenest pangs of his heart are occa-
sioned by the stupidity of his pledged co:
workers. 'They de not sympathize with him._.
They concur in avowed creed with their min-.
ister, but their conduct is a practical Univer-
salisin.

- A pastor in a country village recently said,
“1 am about discouraged, Out of more than
a hundved members, I have not more than seven
upon whom § can rely for any spiritual service.”
Had I no church here, ¥ think I might be
useful.  But now these inactive professors
stand"between me and the world. They are
not immoral, but they are utterly useless.—
They stand in my way. Dead themselves,
they keep all dead around them.”

How different this. from the statement of
another pastor, who is now in the midst of a.
powerful revival. ‘' Eyery member of the
church,” he says, “is awake and active.”
-Churches of Christ, do you co-operate with :
your pastors in efforts to save souls? '

Faitbfulucsa to Souls always Seasonable.
There is an incident in the life of Chalmers
which so impressively illustrates the importance.
of improving opportosities of usefulness to the -
souls of the impenitent, that it may well bo
frequently republished-as a remembranter and -
stimulant to the discharge of Christian duty. -
We give it here; with a few words of applicy-
tion as found in one of ourexchanges :~~

Dr. Chalmers once spent an evening with a
family in Scotland, and the themes of their
conversution were of a worldly: eharacter.—.
| At the close of the evening'a visitor was struck
with“apoplexy and died very suddenly. . Pho::

octor stood over.him, ‘the very picturk 'of
despair. At last he said: *“ Had I known!
'that this man weuld have been called sosud-
denly from timevto etefnity, would I not have -
felt 1t my duty«torhave poipicd Him to the Sa-
viour?" Perhaps it would have been deemed:-

£

y ‘some pf 'season ; but doubtiess it would -
nin the sight of God. . .
‘Ihis ‘ease’ is'a word €o the conscience of

of 'you in the day:when the cru ns of jsouls

loky are distributedt Wil the cry, ** Le
. savé 'youthen?: Will uot the e

y—~ig itnot, reader, vo thine ? Howmany
‘have passed from your society and influ-
e/ unywarned, 1o the’ judguient, whom you -
uld probibly have warned if you bad knowa




