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Cochia, on the Malabar coast ; and they, there-
fore, mamed the country Chinese Cochi,.or
Cochi, China. ., Ciampa, - te.. the south, |

Cambedia, to thn!?“&h’weu,wm, at the tiy
this, name was. given, Independent States.
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breast G“tgll“&? hina was formerly among the Jeast|?
powerful of t ol
between China, - the Malayan Peninsula, ud rey

Portuguese identical with (m.h chi,mow called 2

treat with great rigour. ’
'l'§a, next most considerable people in the
in Chinese Empire, are the inhabitants of
‘ called i the Asinam language Loi,
This people before their subjection
5y the Cuchm Chinese—about a century ago
-~formed a considerable independent State.
'l,'hexr language is a peculiar dalect, differing| «
sentially, it is _said, from.those of Aopam
d Cambodia. They are treated harshly,
dxscontented and, m a state, of, frequent

ere are, moreover, within the terntones
of the Cochin' Chinese Empxre, various tribes,
of whom but very little is, as yet, known.—
[ Amongst these are the’ Cham the Dek, the
f’haraz and the Mo:.
he Chams are said to possess many favor-
lable traits of character. They. are honest,
enerous, and hospltable to strangers, and
aithful to their word when once pledged
They are particularly strict in all. points re-
ing’ morality. Polygamy i1s _unknown
among them, and marriage is looked upon as
indissoluble, The female sex is held in great
estimation, nnd is invested with considerable
prmleges ice, maize, tobaeco, and. the
cotton-tree are the only productions cultivated
by them. ' They lead a_wandering mode of
life; when they have cultivated a piece of
d, and raised twe,or three, craps they
ﬁ% it, and remove their huts to another
lace.. They weave a species of coarse stuff,
F clochmg. The Chams have no king, but
merely a chlef over owh village whose func-
tions consist in receiving strangers,and treating
with them concerning theinterests of thevillage.
They are tributary te Cochin China, and are
obliged to furnish annually a certain quantity of
wax,and other productions of the country. T'he
rightoftrading with thera, as also.with the other | it
tribes along the Annam frontier, is farmed out
tothe highest bldder They have no temples;
idols, ot priests. = They are' not, however,
without. religious 1deas; they follow certain
external observances; and récite prayers be-
fore their'meals. Their language is said to
have no analogy with that spoken in Cochini|p)
China, and differs considerably from the dia-
lects of Cambodia and Lao.  They are én-

tirely ignorant of the art of writing.
The Dehs wear the same dress, bu:xve the
sameé usages, and spea f}hna;:ﬁ;f the same lan-
ua Ch ms, The gucumnhd&
{gvlu m i % the two tribes is, the Dehs
have a kmg, whom the ‘Annamites ecall the
of Fire.. They are, for the most part,
stature, well made, sober, mild, and do-
c;k; The. pqpulmon is considerable, the ch-
muq.h»‘l.‘bg, the soil, to render it fomh,

the labor of man. .

st.audlng, hke dult of Chmn, which it lmitmc
in everything, to be patriarchal and paternal;

and the object held out is to govern the king-
dom’as a family,—the ehief i instrument, how-
ever; being the rod. ‘Phe universal panacea
for all breaches of moral, social, and political
obligation—for all errors of omisuou or com-
mission—is the bamboo.

The political and moral cmd)tlonof Cochin
China is appalling.  Hug; the chief ¢ity of the
kingdom, resembles a desert more than a cap-
ital. - From the grass that grows in the streets,
and almost on’the ‘thresholds of the pmmely
residences, a stranger may easily infer that
man: dreads there to fix his dwelling. The
honest people, the peaceable citizens, the ‘ar-
tizans, who are tolerably comfortable, fly this
gloomy city, and seek, in the nergbbomng vil-
lages, that security which it is - impossible to
promise themselves within the shadow of the
palace of their king. *If a mechanic gives eve
idence of his talent, and is called to exercise
his industry in the ‘service of the mionarch, if
his work finds favar, the workshops of his'pé-
lace becomes his prison, and the trifling ‘sum
he receives for his labour, scarcely furnishes
him with the meadns to support life.'. A eertain
writer has observed, respeeting the capital of
the Annamite kmgd«n *““¥¢t is'a vast barrack
of highwaymen and robbers ; and of all' thosé
who 1mhabit it, none deserve ‘more this tifle
than those who soar above others by the emi-
nence of their functions. Phere ate indivi-
duals, but no society there, except in-the low-

est classof the people. The great know them-
selves too well to esteem each other.”"

In socnetidthere are but two classeo—-z
nobility or Mandarins and the people, Little
importance is attached to what we call birgh,
Nobility is personal and hereditary ; but time,
which, with us, adds anceasingly to the here&-

nobthtv destr ’lys it, by little and little
in Lochm China. ~ The son‘bf a Man oi‘
the first class will only be in the second. . Ifhe
be in actual emp'oy, as such, his chnld ) B
shall'be of the third class ; but, if he uu'f
have been so employed, the children T»’u
cfeath return forthwith to the rank: ot

“In each g'enontion, nobility
one step, at least, unless by his, g nts o
his ‘services the’ deacendapt o‘ a a.ndmu

shoald merit prefermeﬂ "This prefe:ment i3

refused to no one. years ago, almost all
the great lﬁndmhs the chiefs of the five cos
lumns of the Empire, had bng. commpn sol-
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