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derision the conduct of any who should act
as if they believed what they could not see,
on the bare testimony of God. To believe
God’s testimony is quite excusable, provided
one do not act accordingly. But to reduce
belief to practice—this is mere fanaticism.—
Hence as.Abram, Terah, and Lot, with a
slender caravan, wended southward in Meso-
potamia to the great Euphrates, doubtless the
city of the Fire-worshippers was convulsive
with langhter. We however can appreciate a
sublime, and not altogether obscure faith, as
lying at the bottom of this seeming inexplica-
| ble exile.
Without accompanying their journey, or
j pausing in Haran, where aged Terah is con-
" signed to dust, let us pass at once to the heart
of the land of promise, and anticipate their ar-
rival. Coming from Gilead, they cross the
Jordan, and pitch tent in a fat vale between
two steep mountains, Thus the first encamp-
ment is in a vicinity afterwards the scene of
many a wondrous incident. Those steep
mountains shall by-and-by be known as Ebal
and Gerizin ; that fat valley shall have Jacob’s
well—shall be the portion of Joseph, and Jo-
seph’s tomb be there. And on that well-side
that promised Seed shall sit. Little does
Abram dream, however, of all this, as be looks
forth from his lowly encampment thy
. |swarthy sons anaan, of whom he has heard
it said, “ Carsed be Canaan, a servant of ger
vants shall he be to his brethren I Lo lhow

“NO.”
BY ELIZA COOK.

Would you learn ¢he bravest thing
That man can ever do;

Would you be an uncrowned king,
Absolute and true?

Would you seek to emulate
All we learn in story,

Of the moral, just and great,
Rich in real glory?

Would ye lose much bitter care
In your lot below?

Bravely speak out when and where.
Tis right to utter ““ No.”

Men with goodly spirits blest,
Willing to do right, 3

Ye whostand with wavering breast
Beneath Persuasiou’s might,

When companions seek to taunt
Judgement into sin ;

When the loud laugh fain would daunt
Your better voice within,

Oh! be sure ye’ll never meet
More insidious foe ;

But strike the coward to your feet,
By Reason’s watchword “ No.” .

Ah, how many thorns we wreathe
To twine our brows around,

By not knowing when to breathe
o 'ﬁ%ﬁg‘;ﬁum sound !
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These seven years, however, have material-
ly-&hanged the outward aspeect of the pilgrim
band. - From his princely friends, Abram has

received presenis of retainers, flocks, herds,

camels, asses, silver and gold. His servants
are’ married in families around him, and the
servants of Lot likewise. Thus a little tribe

is formed, very like the tribes of pastoral peo-

ple that now exist in oriental countries,—

‘Abram sustains the rank of Chief or Emits-
He'is both king and priest. So greatly in-

creased are they, that we find them compelled
to'divide. Lot, with one party, goes east, into
the fertile vales of Sodom, which were like
the garden of the Lord. Abram, at the head
of the other division, proceeds north.

As then,-the Patriarch wears in years, we
may well imagine the constant trial of his faith.
His nephew Lot, his vassals, even the bonds-
men that obey his will, are blessed with off-
spring, and children of different ages are ris-
ing round him to call him Leader and Lord.
Yet there is none that breathes to call him
father. Here again, he beholds the towns and
villages of the Perizzite filling the land. True,
he is enriched and strengthened, and himself
enabled to mateh with these petty princes of
the soil. But can this satisfy him? Does he
beﬂ: to think he is possessing what was pro-
mised ? * Here he is undisturbed in his easy
progress up and down, at liberty to choose

heshoicest spots, the fairest pastures, the
richest fruit§ of that garden soﬁ‘;‘is not this

Many a breast has ruled the day
When it reckoned less

Of fruits upon the moral ** Nay,”
Than flowers upon the * Yes.”

Many a sad repentant thought
Turns to “ long ago.”

When a luckless fate was wrought
By want of saying * No.”

these sons of bondage he beholds masters of|inheritance enough? What had Solomon in
the promised heritage of God! For Moses!all his glory really better? True, Abram lives
seems to imply that Abram knew that before|[not in palaces of cedar, but in tents. But
this, even as far back as when * the Most High|that was one charm of their free and easy
divided to the nations their inherita‘ce, and|style of pastoral life ; even so do nomad tribes
separated the sons of Adam,” that he " set the|at this day possess their inheritances ; why not
bounds of the people according to the number Abram in Tike manner, regard himself in pos-
of the children of Israel” ow, however, |session? * Or was there something in posses-
the children of the curse carry it over the|sion, as be understood it, incompatible with
children of the covenant, The seed of the|mortality? What can a man be said to possess
J i:erpent are in the ascendant, while the Chureh|who knows that at any moment he may die?
wanders despised in tents, disinherited in her|Can he truly be said to possess that soil, whose
own inheritance. The sons of the stranger|¢lods may to-morrow cover his deca ing form ?
look down on her in pride. Here are their|And even while living, what sort of possession
cities, their kings, their groves, their altars,|of the soil is that whereof Gravity 1s the fee-

Few have learn’d to speak this word
When it should be spoken,
Resolution. is deferred,
Vows to virtue broken.
More of courage is required
This one word to say,

Than tosiand where shioga ara ired .. .. fand'their images;” Here ulrsady, tiore grost|simplegbinding down the possesst by 4 weici
' .In, he battle fray, . ' |than the apostate family of Shem, they are|of ‘hunﬁfedi of pounds of gross matter? Does
Use it fitly, and ye'll see. . - |worehipping ‘the dead, and multiplying demon |the mn possess his chain and his cell, or
Many a lot 3 i - madim“?et‘ween God and man, ‘Yges! that|they him ? ~ And may no such reasoning have
May be schooled and noblgl ruled |mystery of iliquity is already rife, which shall|ever found its way through the Patriarch’s
By power to utter “ No.” . ns,|mind? Hears he not the Eden-word of wo:

reappear in the temples of Babylon, Athens,
Rome, and of apootl!t’e‘ Gbria’teu({(’:ﬁ.‘

T —— : “ Dust into dust ? 'Cursed is the ground for
ABRAMNS SURVEY OF THE PROMISED LAND. | - How little do they imagine these pilgrims,|thy sake?” Conceives he of no species of

Abram knew whatever was handed down|heirs by eternal covenant to every foof"g'f“fhe Possessitn involving the absolute liberation of
by incorrupt tradition to Moses. It must have|soil they are profaning? With what wonder lhel’m? from thnldom to lblﬂg possessed'?
passed through his hand. A moment’s re.| would they listen to such an’intimation from|Meth ‘he. were an unhappy heir of a terri-
flection ‘will ‘satisfy us that know must|this Chaldean adventurer!  And indeed, how [tory whose limits he might never once cross !
have been considerable. 1f a thousand years| ‘must seem that ‘claim to the adven-|And he a sorry “ heir of the world,”* above

later, Hesiod could sing of a golden a-|turer. as confronted by tangible reali-| whose dust he might never for an instant soar.
tion of pimivll"mm bliss, W e|ties | How strong the faith to 'mugm . Methinks I see the Pataiarch, after he has
may Abram be supposed to understand the|like sense of reality, ““ This 'is mine! I|just calling on the Lord in the m.ldn, il
Eden re-garden. -~ . Aghall hereafter possess it!” How much more|his assembled retainers about the altar, as he|
: Hamthut a MM@%\!‘ to being,| consonant with natural instinct tosay, “ I am now‘_‘m to a neighboring elevqup,,go_;gp .
who should crush the serpent’s head, and re-|too late. xMh:ranlMﬂlru*’miue vey the entire encampment. His ey rests
store all into the whereof Eden|will ever wrest this tory grasp of | the white tents ; on the herds, and ocks, and
was the ol-microcosm. am had|these usurpers.”” Ifany such misg s arose 013 [ ’hﬁ:;;l !‘atﬁm& wl:l‘g_e. m;mg.w
heard what Enoch said : “ The Lord cometh|they were presently dispelled. He whe should |plains retainers hieing to and fro .in
with his holy " Hence there were in| after sit on Jacob's well, now comes to Jacob’s| their é¥éning toil ; and on 'his ear ¢
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The world then, -as now, would ‘regard with|time in Egypt. He sojourns ‘i Gerar. -
oy : returns to the highlands of Bethel.

rhave or can have, seeing I must leave it, de-

cay, and be forgotton ? Ah, where then is
the Promise? Where the Seed, the Redeem.
er, through whom I and mine must expect to
be rescued from death’s dominion, in such
sort as that we may posseSs without being
ourselves possessed and held in bonds of cor.
ruption ?

As these thoughts pass through his mind,
lo! again he finds himself no longer alone, but
in the presence of that Friend, whose form of
unfading lustre speaks of a life over which
death exerts no control—a form which sheds
its own inherent illumination forth on every
object, transfiguring it in splendor.”

“Lift up now thine eyes,’ exclaims the
form, * and look from the place where thou
art, northward, and southward, and eastward s
and westward ; for all the land which thou
seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for-
ever. . And I will make thy seed as the dust
of the earth, so that if a man can number the
dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be
numbered! Arise! walk through the land; in

will give it Tthee !’

What comfort to the mortal hearer, thus ad-
mitted to behold immortality! 'T'o perceive,
by actual sensation, that there is a style of
existence, of life, far different from that of
flesh and blood, On that glorious brow time
writesho wrinkle. There is a life of liberty
superior to the elements. And so the great
idea of Immortality finds entrance to his soul.
It becomes to him a nearer, more tangible
reality perchance than it is to us, whose sub-
tler minds have refined and defined until we
have sometimes cold abstractions in-thé place
of warm and glowing realities.

And hence, when he hears this Immortal
promise to him the Mortal, that solid seil on
which he treads ; how does the mighty argu-
ment get hold upon his soul, that thete shall
be for him a time when this mortal shall put on
immortality, this corruptible incorruption, so
that he shall inherit, without being chained
upon, the soil where now he is a stranger and
a pilgrim !

How does he perceive afar off this celestial
inheritance ; become persuaded of it, and em-
brace it, and confess that he is a pilgrim seek-

;;;g a heavenly country "—Christian Parlour
agazine,

The Progress of Comfort.

In the first period of occupation of England
by mankind, there is no doubt that, as the
flesh of animals served for food, so their skins
served for clothes. They had no woollen fa-
brics to. use for such a purpose; they,had nei-
ther manufactures of their own, nor money,

801 fof flax, were the early produ

26 land employed leave

nor .other articles of barter, to exchange for
the clothing materials made by the nations of

e continent, who were more advanced in
knowledge and comfort, . Woollen clothes,
irst made in this country in 1191 ;) and those
ets of advancing
boulodgo and civilization. Those of silk
were'not made in England till about the year
1604. Hats were mot made in this country
were not

: u'rlJ inhabitants of Eng-

and dried grass for beds ;
or stones, served the office of
5 the earth was their floor.—

degrees that benches
’ ‘seats were used. The floor
ished with rushes and straw,

d with sweet-scented hay or flowers.—
er long interval elapsed before—about
750—carpets were first' made in England.—
he beds on which our ancestors slept were

qn ‘made of straw: even the kings' beds

were made of it, to the year 1234, Linen

the length of it, and in the breadth of it, for k.
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