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ARE 70U READY, 
What a, fulness of meaning is included in 

that oue werd * ready,” and what different 
consequences does it suggest! How many 
good things are lost by our not being ready,” 
to receive them. .. How many evils which 
might have been avoided are entailed, by our 
not being “ ready” to meetthem. Our great 
poet somewhere says, i 
“There's a tide in the affairs of men, 
Which taken at the flood, leads on to fortune; 
Omitted, all the voyage of their life 
Is bound in shallows and in miseries.” 

The difference between a successful. and an 
unsuccessful man, a happy and a miserable 
one, one who does much and one who does 
hittle for the world’s advantage, frequently con- 
sists chiefly in this, that the one is, and the 
other is not, “ready.” There are several 
particulars in reference to which we wish to 
2sk our readers the question, ‘‘ are you rea- 
dy?” May we hope that they will answer 
them to their own consciences as solemnly and 
as faithfully as their importance demands. 
Are you ready for action? Ready with 

the principles and rules to guide your actions ? 
You are necessarily and unceasingly an active 
creature. If unreflectingly all your activity 
is too surely but worthless or evil. To act 
for good we must honestly and deeply ponder 
the claims of our Creator, and the claims of 
of his creatures too. And, having gained 
clear view of what we ought to do, are we 
ready todo it? The end of duty is action.— 
God sent each of us into the world with the 
intention that we should do something for his 
glory. = Though we may forget it, our posi- 
tion is surely a responsible one. *“ Dg some- 
thing—something worth doing !” is the voice 
which falls upon us from every quarter.— 
There is not a man in the world who may not 
do something to make things better than he 
found them ; and the extent to which he ma 
do this is just the extent to which he ought. 
God and the universe ‘“ expect every man to 
do his duty.” Reader, are you ready to do 
yours? : 

Are you ready for affliction? Amidst all 
the activities of life, afflictions will come.— 
Losses of property, or losses of friends, per- 
sonal, domestic, or relative afflictions, shade 
more or less, sooner or later, the destiny of 
every human being. ‘‘ Man,” says the Psalm- 
1st, *“1s born to trouble, as the sparks fly up- 
ward ;” and though we cannot tell what pecu- 
liar form our ‘‘ trouble” may assuine,—whe- 
ther, like Job, we shall be called to suffer bo- 
dily pain, and to say, “ Weariseme nights are 
appomted to me,” or, like David, under se- 
vere domestic sorrow, we shall have to cry in 
the bitterness of our spirit, “ Would to God I 
had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my 
son,”—still we may be assured that sorrow 
and suffering shall, in some form or other, be 
our lot. ¥es, though prospetity may be smi- 
ling around us, and gomfort and happiness 
may be poured into our lap, yet the thunder 
cloud may be gathering which will soon turn 
our sunshine into gloom, and the lightning, 
collecting which is to blast our hopes, Rea- 
der, whenever and however it comes, say, are 
you prepared for it? » Ate you ready for death? The most so 
lemn fact of our life is, that we mnst die. 
All menmust die. The young andthe old; 
the strong and the feeble, the thoughtful and 

the Most High. Go to, Christ for pardon
, — 

titude. *“ Return, unto the Lord that he ay 
have mercy upon you.” Surrender your whole 
sauls, your whole selves, to the Saviour. . Be- 
lieve on him, love him, consecrate your 
powers to his service. Thus shall you be 
prepared for the duties and activities which 
wait upon you in life; you shall be comforted 
amidst the afflictions you may be called to en- 
counter; you shall be sustained by almighty 
power in your struggles with the last enemy; 
and, throughout eternity, you shall enjoy the 
blessedness which God hath prepared for. them 
that love him— Appeal. 

A Present Blessing, 

Is it not possible, then, in the first place, 
that there may be, on the part of Christ’s am- 
bassadors, a want of believing expectation of 
a present blessing, whenever they stand upto 
proclaim the message of salvation ? 

In regard to the general duty of supplica- 
tion for the Holy Spirit's influences, it may be 
safely assumed that, by every man truly called 
to the ministry of the Word, such interces- 
sions will be felt to be his obligation and his 
privilege. - But it will probably be acknow- 
ledged by ali before me, that even where there 
is a faithful and habitual resort to the mercy- 
seat, as to the only fountain of ministerial suc- 
cess, there may be nevertheless, when the pul- 
pit is ascended, an absence of that waiting 
frame of soul to which I have just referred ; 
and in the exercise of which the minister of 
reconciliation, even while he is speaking, 
looks with faith for an accompanying witness 
of the grace of heaven to the word now deli- 
vered by the authority of heaven. [I'here is 
something very striking in an expression used 
by our risen Redeemer, when speaking to his 
apostles on the eve of his ascension to glory. 

Y|* Being assembled together with them,” it is 
recorded, “he commanded them that they 
should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait 
for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, 
ye have heard of me.” And if there be one 
scene more interesting than any other in the 
life of these primitive heralds of the cross, it 
is that interval of time which was passed by 
them between their Master's final disappear- 
ance, and the descent of the predicted Com- 
forter. I'he Lord had vanished amidst the 
clouds of heaven. But they had been assured 
of an almighty Substitute whem he was to 
send as the purchase of his sufferings; and 
who, in perpetual signs and wonders, was to 
follow their publication of redeeming love with 
“‘ demonstrations of the Spirit, and of power.” 
To the visitation, therefore, of this celestial 
Palaclete, they turned an eye of confidence 
and hope. la that upper room they all with 
one accord anticipated his coming. They 
looked for the presence of the Holy Ghost, not 
as some distant, vague, and possible accom- 
lishment of a prophecy which they only half] 

etiaved, but as_a blessing just at the doors. 
It was contemplated by them as immediate 
certainty, They rested upon it with the sim- 
plicity of faith; and faltered not, until at 
length, with a voice like the sweeping blast, 
and in symbols of lambent flame, He revealed 
himself as come. ; 

plar for us all, Have we not reason to fear, the gay, must die. My friend, whoever you 
are, you must die. Every day youlive brings 
you nearer to death, Every pulse you.beat 
reduces the number that comes between now 
and then. To spme whe read this magazine, 
the last hour. may be, fast approaching. Yes, 
before this year shall end,—yes, before this 
day shall close,—yes, while these pages are in 
your. hand, the messenger of death may come 
to you. Oh, should it come this: d 
hour, this moment, are you ready. for it 
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come? It is very true, ‘indeed, that the mis nistry being of God's own appointment, eve 
incumbent of this glorious ‘Shee finds himself 
met at the first entrance upon his work, with 
the encourage of a rich treasury of pro- 
mises of grace and blessing. I Lat su 
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The Christian Visiter. 

You have wandered far from the path of rec. 

This, then, is the spirit, my reverend breth-{1® # 
ren which I would hold up as”a blessed exem-| 

that while we are casting in the seed, wel! 

this account it is that the harvest does not| 

seems to be, whenever ‘we eater the sacred 
place, that nothing will be achieved; that 
there will be no manifested presence of the 
Spirit on the souls of our hearers; that as it 
was yesterday, so'it will be: to-day; that asit 
is to-day, so will it be on the  meérrow ; and 
that such will be the continuance of our unblest 
career, until these voicés which have so long 
called in vain shall be tuneless in the grive. 
But what is insensibility, and ‘what is-worldli- 
ness, and what is the paucity of returns, when 
placed in the scale with the unchangeable 
promises of God? Let us carry these pro- 
mises with us, whenever we pass through the 
door of the sanctuary to minister. to dyij 
men. Let us beliéve that they will be fulfilled 
then. Let us count upon. a present accom- 
plishment of that assurance from the lips of 
Eternal Truth, which sags. “ Lo, I am with) 
you alway, even unto the end of the world.” 
— Bishop Eastburn’s Charge. 

' Self-Givon, bo 
Who knows what depths of Divine truth and 

Divine love are opened in the common ex- 
pression, Christ gave himself for us? * Whe 
gave himself for our sins, that he might deli- 
ver us from this present evil world, according 
to the will of God and our Father.” * Christ 
also loved the church, and gave himself for it, 
that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the Word.” * The man 
Christ Jesus gave himself a ransom for all.” 
*“ Who gave himself for us, that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity.” 
Nor did the Saviour give himself in some 

vague and general sense, like one who confers 
some great benefit onthe public, which is 
granted to every body at large, but to no one 
in particular. There is that in this *“ unspeak- 
able gift” which comes home personally to 
each individual believer; who, as well as 
Paul, can say, “1 live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave himself for 
me.” 

Our blessed Lord himself declared the free- 
ness of this gift, and its perfect voluntariness 
on his part. His language is, “I lay down 
my life that I might take it again. No man 
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself, 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it again.” 

It comes, then, to this,—that the eternal 
Son of God has made a full and free donation 
of himself—of bis body, of his blood, of his 
life, of his soul, of his divinity—to the whole 
Church of the redeemed, and to each and 
every believing member thereof. Truly a 
stupendous gifi! but certain and irrevocable. 
When God thus gives himself, be has no.more 
that he can bestow. He has frankly made 
over to his people, and to each of them, the 
full benefit of all his infinite perfections, and 
of all that the can effect in saying and bles- 
sing them. What a boundless gratuity is this | 
‘What infinite bounty to miserable and polluted 
sinners! Behold what manner of love is this 1! 
The rich may give of their wealth, the poor 

‘may give of their poverty; yea, all that a man, 
bath, even to the Reloepget farthing, he may 
expend in testimony of his affection for a dis- 
tressed friend, —aye, he may. when all else is 
is gone, pour out. his life-bloed for that dear 

—yes, and more than this; he might, 
nse of duty, make this sacrifice of] 

property for those who felt no special 

+ Dr. Beilby aud his Consumptive Patient. 
The following anecdote, which we 

from the London Baptist Magazine, illugfratzes 
the success, oftentimes, of fidelity, eve 
to reach its object it must overéome gréat op- 
position. * Let all who are engaged in “saving 
souls from death,” never faint in their work, 
thongh met, as they must be, by peculiar dis- 
couragéments. “Their * labor of love” will, as 
in the case here described, be crowned with a 
blessing. The greater the difficulty surmonnt- 
ed the richer the reward. 
The late Dr. Beilby, who was a zealous 

member and active officer of the chnrch meet- 
Agling in Elder Street, Edinburgh, was remarka- 

ble for the earnestness with which he endea- 
vored to combine his duties as’ a physician 
with those of a Christian friend. In a bio- 
graphical sketch prefixed to a selection from 
his papers recently published ander the super- 
v.sion of his friend and pastor, Dr. Innes, it is 
remarked that the facility which he possessed 
of introducing religious conversation in his 
intercourse with his patients was greatly bles- 
sed. ““On one occasion, having been called 
to attend a young lady in consumption, he 
embraced an early opportunity of informing 
her of her danger, and of the probability of 
her illness, ere long, terminating fatally. He 
begged her solemnly to inquire of herself if 
she was prepared to die; and spoke seriously 
to her on the importance of being ready for 
the summons of déath. Daring his conyersa- 
tion, she exhibited signs of displeasure and 
disrelish for the subject, and he was obliged 
to leave her without ‘any good impression be- 
ing apparent. On his next visit he was re- 
ceived with great coldness by his patient, who 
could hardly bé induced to answer even the 
ordinary questions he addressed to her con- 
cerning her ailments. Not knowing the cause 
of this, he mquired of her friends in an an- 
joining room, * What makes Miss 80 Te- 
served and shy to-day? she will scarcely even 
speak to me ;’—when he was told. ‘O, Dr. 
Beilby, she was much hurt by your speaking 
to her as you did yesterday ; she considered ir 
quite uncalled for, and bégs that in future you 
will confine your conversation in her room to 
professional and commonplace topics, and 
avoid that of religion.” On hearing this, he 
endeavored to recollect in what terms he had 
spoken to her, and put the questions to his 
conscience—* Did I'do right or wrong? 1f1 
were again placed in similar circuynstances, 
should I act differently or repeat the same 
conduct ? Having answered these questions 
to himself, as his high sense of responsibility 
dictated, he returned tothe invalid’s chamber, 
and after giving her some general directions 
with regard to her'medicine and treatment, he 
prepared to leave thé room ; but on reaching 
the door, he once more looked back, and ven- 
tured, in spite of ‘his late rebuff, to say—+ Is 
not that a blessed truth which God reveals to 
us in his‘'own word, that * The blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanses from all sin 7’ ’— 
Then, without adding another word, he closed 
the door, leaving the young lady alone. The 
following day, to his joyful surprise, on enter- 
jing his patient's room, he received a most 
cordial welcome, She stretched out her hand, 
and said, ‘Come in, Dr. Beilby, I am very 
glad to see you. I shall always be happy to 

rength of love towards him, inviting and 
constraining hina to lavish the costly gift.— 
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see you now.’ Ile was pleased, but astonished, 
and asked her, * What had produced so mar- faingg 8 shang e in the receiving him? when gh > replied, tor, hen you. 

poke to. me of death, I could not bear it, for 1% 1 had I od al for pleasure, and. 
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the absence of all terror in view of death.” 
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