“ AND HE BROUGHT HIM TO JESUS.”

What Andrew here did with Simon, we are
to do with ou¥ fellow-creatures,—we are to
bring them to ‘Tesus,

But can men be brought to him now ?  Did
he not say, T am no more in the world? How
happy were they who lived when he was' on
earth! They could repair to him in every
trouble, and tell him every distress. Ye be-
nevolent neighbors! you could carry the para-
Iytig, and place him beneath the very eye of]
Mércy. You anxious father ! you could go to
him, and say, “ Sir, come down ere my child
die.” You Martha and Mary, as soon as La-
‘zarus was afflicted, you could send to him,
saying, * Lord, behold he whom thou lovest
is sick.” And cannot you, my dear readers,
cannot you apprise him of your desire or your
grief? Have not you, at your disposal, a mes-
senger, that you can dlspatcll to him in a fho-
ment, in the twinkling of an eye? “ While
they call, I will answer ; and when they speak,
I will hear.” And has he not said, Lo, I am
with you always, even unto the end of the
world? and wherever two or three are gather-
ed together in my name, there am' I in the
midst of you? If these words be true, he can
be, he must be, he is, with his ministers and
people now. I‘houoh no longer visible, he is
accessible. 'We may apprehend him as to his
essential' presence, by which he fills heaven
and earth. We may apprehend him also as
to his peculiar presence, by which he is nigh
to them that are of a broken heart, and saveth
such as be of a contrite spirit,  He is to be
found iu the Scriptures; in his- house; at his
table; on his throne; in the garden and the
field—

“ Where’er we seek him he is found,
And every place is holy ground.”
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But can we bring souls to him? Not effi-
ciently. Thisisthe work of God only. ““ No
man can come unto me, except the Father
that hath sent me draw him.”  And the sooner
we are convinced of this, the better. We shall
then make all our attempts in dependence on
the agency of his Spirit; and thus honouring
bim, he will honor us. But we may do this in-
strumentally. For God makes use of means ;
and he employs men ; and employs them not
only to do good to their fellow-creatures tem-
porally, but spiritually—not ounly to relieve
their bodies, but to save their souls. And va-
rious and many are the ways in which we may
thus bring men to Jesus. We may do it by
mtercession ; for he hears prayers for others,
as well as for ourselves, We may do it by
tbe influence of example. Nothing speaks so
loud as the silent eloquence of a holy, consist-
ent, and lovely life. By this, wives may win
their husbands without the word ; and servants.
may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in
all things. By this, @/l may be useful. All
cannot be learned ; all cannot be rich; bat all
may be exemplary. We may do it by instrae-
tion. Thus Andrew brought Peter—We have
found, says he, the Messias. And thus the
woman of Samaria brought her neighbors, say-
ing, ‘“Come, see a man ' that told me all that
ever 1did ; is ‘Dot this the Christ ?” By a word
fitly spoken—a letter—an invitation to hear
the gospel-—the cornmendation of a good book
—the diffusion of the Bible—the sending
forth lmmonanes—-the supporting of minis-
ters, whose office is to turn men from darkness
to light,—by all these, and many more, we may
be the means of introducing souls to Jesus.

But why lhould we be concerned to bring
them ? Four 8 should make us alive to
this work.  First: To feel a concern for it,)
is an evidence of . There cannot be a
better. lundeed, every other evidence is falla-
cious without thu, and _ this is-always to be
found in a real. Christian. For however he
may walk in darkuess, as to-a knowledge of

his own interest in divine and draw
the conclasion that he has 1o part nor lot in
the matler; he never is in M"miﬁﬁ'er-
ent to the success of the gaspel and the ';lyl-

throw heaveg into ecstasy ! But thﬂn ;s ]py
in the presence of the angels of God over on
sinner. that repenteth. ? he work, thgrpfore.
is its ownr monve its success is its own recom-
pense. . And so the apostle deemed it: “If a
man err from_the truth, and one conve t hlm,
let him know, that he which converteth a sin-
ner from the error of his ways, sha aave al’
soul from death, and shall hide a mnltu,udo of
sins.” Fourthly : To fail in it is no disgrace.
Yea, failure here is mﬁmtely more h.onoprable
than success in any other enterprise. But
wise and good efforts are never in vain. If
they are useless as to the direct object, they
do good collaterally. If they relieve not the
beneficiary, they bless the benefactor. His
prayers and endeavors return not void into his
own bosom. We are a sweet savor of Christ
not only in them that are saved, but in' them
also that perish. The promise is not made to
success—for this does not belong to us; but
to exertion. ‘ Be thou faithful unto death,
and I will give thee a crown of life.”

But while we endeavor to bring others to
Jesus, let us see to it that we have come to
him ourselves. It is awful to think of being
the instruments of his grace, while we are not
the subjects.

“ Great King of grace! my heart subdue ;
I would be led in triamph too,
A willing captive w niy Lord.

Asud sing the vietories of his Word.” Jay.
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Criticising Christians.

There is one word in our vocabulary so
cold and chilling in its nature that it makes
one shudder, whenever he thinks of it. That
word is eriticism. N ow, I do not contend
that the word in itself is not a good. one, or
that criticism may not be indulged in with
profit at times; but to be carried to the ex-
tent it often is, is certalnly very repugnant to
good taste and good manners; and thata
christian should be in the constant practice of
cold heartless criticism, is worse than-all.

I have sometimes heard pieces pf' beautiful
mus:c, and at the close found myself feeling
happier and better ; and then have had my
pleasant thoughts suddenly interrupted and
dispelled by some would-be critic remarking
upon the style of the performer, or the want of]
science, it may be, in the composition. List-
eners of that stamp ought never to hear a notes
of good music so long as they live. This by
all means is bad enough; but I refer more
particularly to another class of critics.

The house of God unsually containsthem,
and 1 say it to my sorrow. I assume the posi-
tion that all Christians visit the sanctuary on
the Sabbath with a desire to worship God, to
increase in knowledge and grow in grace.—
But when such an one carries with him a eris
tic’s éye or ear, will he leave the sanctuary
filled with the bread of heaven, or retire with
barrenness and leanness in his soul? - Un:
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Oh, that Christians would bear these things
in mlnd and act according to the dictates of [t
their consciences, remembering that God ‘un-
derstandeth the heart. — Congregational Jour-
nal.

Character of Theologieal Studénts, .

The following, from the pén of the venera-}
ble Dr. John Pye Smith, is a portion ‘of an{"

address delivered at the opening of “ New
College,” a union of three Dissenters’ colleges
which have  heretofore - existed in different
places in and near London, known as Homer-
ton, Cowend, and nghbury Colleges. After
speakmc of the system of instruetion among
the Hebrews, the early Christians, and Re-
formers, he ulludep to the impropriety of the
attempt to educate young men for the ministry
who had given no evidence of conversion.—
Speaking of England, and alluding to the cus-
tom of the Dissenters who unité in the same
institution - scientific, literary and theological
instruction, he says :—

It was not untii the organization of the in-
stitutions, whose happy union is this day pro-
claimed, that satisfactory evidences of conver-
i God, in encouraging any young man

te himself to the ministry, were tho-
roughly undcrﬂood to be of imperative and ab-
solute. nece.hy Upon this foundation as the
immovable: rock in their separate form, and
now in their union, it is our resolution, and
our trust inn God; that our colleges shall ever
stand. « The desrrableness and practicabiliiy
of this union must appear to every thoughtful
mind. The knowledge of God and the salva-
tion of man include all truth and all happiness.
The conviction and enjoyment of this we de-
sire 10 communicate to all men; and to do so
we wish to improve and enlarge our instru-
ments, and, at the same fime, to concentrate
our strength The canse and the timé demand
this.  Never before has come into being such
a multitude and cogency of reasons for the
exertion. The providenice and grace of God
work out his purposes by the use of means.—
Our daty is to find the best means to the best
ends, &nd to work them in ‘the best manner.
Only, in so doing, can we hope for an efec-
tuating blessing from “ Him who worketh all
things.” His universe rises up around as.the
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! ,on and regeneratlan,, the full accounta-
38 of man, the rales of indefeasible duty
fhe vast range of obhgatxon to man
od, the retributions of eternity,—these,
all th&l; collateral principles of belief and
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from all 1t isour demand and expectation, that
they ‘will make their, highest loy * the
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Millions without

Seven hundred millions monal and
eternity<bound beings now lrge on this earth
without the lamp of hfe. Unblest wi
churches, hospitals, wholesome law
gers to civilization with its train
and humane institutions; large numbers of
them devoid of the arts and sciences; addic-
ted to rapine, murder, and every barbarous
attrocity ; deluded in their religious notions;
ignorant of the true God, their duty and des-
tiny ; worshipping senseless idols, and prac-
tising the most revolting rites of self-torture ;
one half of the race hawng no protecuon,
abandoned to the grossest immoralities, ig-
norance and slavery ; having novoice in their
marriage ; wasted in spirits, wearing away life
in tears; and in déath, forced by custom to
lie down in sotrow, on the funeral pile of de-
ceased husbands, as the great poet has said,
“Ike patience on a menument safiling at
grief;” and all this because the Bible is not

there ; their altars red with himan bleed, and
groaning under hecatombs of sacrifieial’ vic-
tims ; their divinity an idolatrous pelytheism ;

their source of merit, expiatory lerings :.
their intellect stupidly imbruted ; their mo-
rals corrupt; and their exit from time a ter-
rible leap in the dark; they crowd all the
highways to eternity, hovermg in dense clouds
over the brink of the great gulf, to be swep:
off by the dark wings cﬁ‘ death’s angel, at the
rate of seyenty-five thonsand per day.

All earth’s winds and waves have caught
the groans and tears of these snghmg and pe-
rishing millions and rolled them around the
world : weaving thefa info_an anthem of <or-
row, whose reverberating thunder is rising in-
to_the boundlecs heavens, and girdling the
evertl,éw throne. . One writer has repre-
sented the whole pagan v.;orld as sitting at
the. feet of Ch;meng ike Lazarus at the
rich man’s ggte, inrags and’ wounds, and pen-
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mleqa, askiny lbr the crumbs that fall from our
amptuous ‘They ask for bread ; not
Qqﬂhat bnc per' eth' but for that which

eudnroth to ‘everlasting lal'e not for the cor-
ruptible manna which dur Fathers did eat in.
the wilderness and are dead, but the living
bread of heaven, the 3015 Scriptures, which
a_man may_eat and never dle -L-Pmbytcman
vocate. o Pl T
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