
Pitts and Mr. Cannings, have swayed her 
counsels and inspirited her ambition. While 
France has alternately crowched beneath a 
Richelieu, a Louis XIV., and a Napoleon, 
England has preserved its freedom ; and while 
we write, the British Queen enjoys more 
firmly her power than apy potentate, whether 
Pope, Emperor, or President, in the civilized 
globe. What passes in her Parliament is of 
world-wide importance. The decisions of her 
legislatare “are eagerly watched by the 
statesmen of civilized, and by the chieftains of] 
barbarous nations. While preserving her free 
constitution, she has coriquered an empire ten 
times greater than that over which Charles the 
Fifth bore sway. I'he Indies of the East and 
of the West show that no torrid climate tames 
the energy of her hardy sons; the long line 
of settléments in pestilent Africa, Sierra 
Leone and Accra, Aunamboe and Fernando 
Po, show the death-daring courage of her 
commercial enterprise. Into whatever sea 
the mariner pursues his foamy track, the Bri- 
tish flag meets him, waving from some fortress 
on a sea-girt isle, or fluttering at the mast head 
of the three decker or the merchantman. Saint 
Helena tells of England, and of the fail 
of the greatest foe. The Cape of Good 
Hope, which recalls the voyages of Vasco 
de Gama, reminds one how the maritime 
energy of Portugal has vanished, while 
the matchless navy of England still re. 
mains. The great continent of New Holland 
opens boundless prospects of the diffusion of 
the English race and language; and even the 
States of America, while free from her legal 
anthorities, bear testimony to the moral power 
of English law-givers and teachers. What 
has been the cause of the increase of this vast 
empire since the reign of Charles V., while 
Spain has decreased during the same period ? 
pres——— = —— 

CHRISTIAN VISITOR, 
SAINT JOHN, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1850. 
“CHURCH FELLOWSHIP. 

Our profession as members of the Ch 
according to our Articles, is the ace 
ment of three distinct objects. 1. To 
and promote the worship and service of God. 

to our numbers would be a most unworthy 
act ; nor can a person have a proper regard] ——— 
for the cause of religion or for the honor and 
credit of the Christian name, and the glory of 
Christ, who would risk the many evil conse- 
quences toa Church and to religion from even 
one improper admission, by acting from such 
a motive. No person can stand associated 
with a Church without affecting both its cha- 
racter and its efficiency. ‘The amount of jn-{nounced it as a system of priestcraft and im- 
fluence in any Church is simply the aggregate 
of that of its members, each one adding or 
detracting his quota, and thereby helping or 
hindering its efficency. Every member ne- 
glecting his covenant engagements is not only 
false to himself, and to the Church with which 
he has covenanted, but to religion itself; he 
degrades it, causes it to be illy spoken. of, 
strengthen the hands of its enemies, lays a 
stumbling stone in the way of inquirers; and 
helps to dishearten its friends and to lead the 
weak astray. 
The words ‘* Everlasting and indispensa- 

ble obligation” are well and justly employed 
in the Covenant. What is due from us to 
Christ and his cause in making a profession is 
due in maintaining it. The piques and pre- 
judices into which we or others may fall can- 
not change the force of obligation, 

Voluntary membership in the Church im- 
plies not only a willingness to submit to the 
ordinance of baptism, or a willingness to have 
the name enrolled upon the Church book, “but 
an intelligent and voluntary compact with 
others to aim steadily and conscienciously for 
the attainment of the objects of Chureh fel- 
lewship alluded to above, and by the use of the 
means so distinctly and formally announced 
in the Covenant. 

Baptism when submitted to as a mere form, 
or the hand -of fellowship from a Church as a 
mere form, are of no more worth or accept- 
ance in the sight of the Head of the Churéh 
than any rite of human invention, and indeed 
must be more offensive than the latter, involv- 
ing the prostitution to a superstitious use of 
hat has been instituted as a significant sym- 
of religious consecration and holy fellow- 

ip (To be Continued.) 

SABBATH FUNERALS, 2. To show forth his declarative glory. 3. 
Our own edification. To the means of ac-| After noticing a military display in connec- 
complishing these ends we again publicly eou-|tion with a funeral by which thousands of peo-| 
secrate and pledge ourselves in the words of [ple in New York and Brooklyn were serious 
the Covenant. “We promise to hold com-|ly disturbed during the hours of public wor- 
munion together in the worship of God, and|Ship, a correspondent of the Phila, Presby- 
in the ordinances and discipline of hisChurch.” terian makes the following judicious remarks, | 
“ We engage to walk in our houses as be- which are appropriate to Saint. John and to 
comes those professing godliness, and to main-| New Brunswick as well as to cities west. We 
the worship of God in our families, and to|have been many times ser iously per plexed, not 
train up those under our care in the ways of feeling really able to comply with solicitations 
religion and virtue” ** We also give up our-|'° attend funerals upon the Sabbath, and yet 
selves to onc another in covenant, promising|not daring to refuse for fear our reasons would 
to conduct towards each other as brethren in|Dot be, appreciated. We feel opposed to it 
Christ watching over one another in the love|from religious principle, as well as on account 
of God—reproving, rebuking, and admonish. of the personal inconvenience to which it sub- 
ing one another for good as occasion may re-|jects a clergyman, 
quire; “acknowledging our everlasting and| =“ While we speak in condemnation of the 
indispensable obligations to glorify Gad, by parade as a general desecration of the Lord's 
living a holy, righteous, and godly life, in this|day, we are reminded that Christians often 
present world, in all our several places and |times appropriate the Sabbath to funeral ser 
relations.” vices, from choice, and not from necessity. 

If the world simply holds us to our volanta-| They must be attended with much labour and 
ry engagements, and reproaches ws for our|distraction of afind. The clergyman who of 
inconsistency, when we arc heedless and re-|ficiates is generally overburdened by this ads 
miss, they certainly do us no injustice; they|ditional duty, Many are detained from the 
may readily avail themselves of the occasion | house of God, and if it is possible to have the, 
we give them in any way to express their an- service ou Monday or Saturday, it seems to 
tipathy to religion and to its professors, and |us that these reasons will induce all considers 
may thus offend God ; but, so far as it bears|ate persons to avoid the unnecessary entrenchs) 
upon us, we have no ground to complain : {ment on the Sabbath.” 
* For what glory is it, if when ye be buffeted 
for your faults, ye shall'take it patiently 7 but 
if when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it 
patiently, this is acceptable with God. 
Much we are aware depends upon the Mi- 
nister by whom converts are baptized in ref- 
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{57 Several have ordered Winchell’s Watts) 
Hymn Book but it cannot at present be 
procured. ‘T'he publishers are not desirous 
of its" circulation, as it interferes with the 

Correspondence. 

[ror THE cuRiSTIAN VisiTOR.] 

Ever since the birth of Christianity into our 
world men’s minds have been variously exer- 
cised respecting it. Some have found plea- 
sure in putting down to its account all the mas-{Cp, 
ter evils that afflict the earth, and have de- 

posture, It is not necessary for us to write 
what is the kernel of these mes. Doubtless 
we should find rottenness, stench and filth 
there. ‘We learn this from the book of their 
life, blurred and blotted over with sinning. — 
Hence, they are affected by this pure system, 
as a diseased eye is by sun-light. “Can the 
Ethopian change his skin, or the leopard his 
spots? then may ve also do good that are ace 
customed to do evil.” Jer, xiii. 23. 

Others who have been estranged from the 
spirit of this benign system, have been heard 
sometimes, making a great outcry against its 
corruptions. By this, they have not always 
meant, what throws wbscurity cover its bright- 
ness, despoils it of its simplicity, ‘and hides 
from view, Jesus Christ) the central object of 
glory and power—but the presence of some 
form, or fite, or plaiforth of church govern- 
ment, some little petty efrcamstances that has 
not been pleasing to them: or it ‘may have 
been the absence of some of these. And for- 
sooth, for no greater reason they. have been 
willing to alienate themselves from their fel- 
low Christians, and sometimes to blacken 
their names aad cover them, not with the gar- 
ments of salvation, but with those of malice 
and deformity. Hence the ill-will that has 
sometimes been felt between Calvinists and 
Armenians, Episcopalians and Presbyterians, 
as if they could net hold their respective dif- 
ferences and serve God according to the dic- 
tates of their own conscience, and yet exercise 
toward each other the courtesies of life, and 
the spirit of Heaven-born charity. Did not 
Henry VIIL and afterwards his daughters 
Mary and Elizabeth, pass the act of uniformity, 
and seek to cast the whole nation in their own 
leaden mould, under this spirit? Did not. the 
Courts of Star-chamber and High-commission 
perpetuate their cruelties and do their work of 
blood with this object in view? Has not the 
“No Popery” cry often been raised with no 
better purpose ? Tt is right to advocate Truth, 
to be strong, and if you like, stern in its main- 
tainenance ; bat when men do so, let them not 
array themselves as if they were going to at- 

hadBall in Perdition, wreath around them 
pents, brandish the torch of mad en- 

y cover themsblves with the black 
mutual hate, and put into their eye 

3 

the §phrkle of murder. God requires no such 
things as these in His cause. They may suit 
the work of : e devil, bat the being whose 
name is Love, requires them not, and so far 
is He from this, that He holds those who use 
them accountable, and on their employment 
writes sin and damnation. In this work the 
weapons of warfare are not carnal, but spirit 
ual, and they are mighty through God." Let 
Christians then, in advocating what they be- 
lieve to be truth, do it in the spirit of meek- 
ness, mindful of the fact, that in this fallen 
world, no one claims infallibility but the Pope, 
and he is again and again falling into such 
egregious errors ‘that but few give him credit 
for the pgssession of ‘it. It seems 
absurd for Protestants, who make no such pre- 
tensions, to attempt to secure the advantages, 
which its possession alone could secure. 'W 
must inculcate mutual forbearance. Let thi 
be exercised and the spirit of christian love, 
and we may rest satisfied tha 
religion will fare all the bette: 

statements of Scripture, that 
of God to extend his pt 4 

Psalmist of which they are the proprietors. 
All we have been able to proecure of Inte has 
been the little old pide, otc 
Mr. Winchell added the supplement 
we have at Is. 3d each. » 

~ erence to. the propriety of their admission to 
the fellowship of the Church. It is a great 

ersight aud must always lead to the over 
cipline in a Church, when a Mi- 

thing more after the evi- | 4 

E57 Brother Sears is 
received the money to w 
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of God in extraordinary lustre and beauty, 1 
connection with the happiness of mankind, 
yielding as they will, to the government of 

principles. Then will be seen the glori- 
ous sight of a rennovated world, living be- 
neath the beuteous bow of sovereign grace 
bending in benignity over them. Then will 

rist bear a Universal and unrivalled autho- 
rity, by his word and his spirit over the heari= 
of men, bend every nation to his gracious con- 
troul; purify his churches from all injurious 
errors, and utterly separate from his worship 
every principle of a seculurizing tendency. 
The doctrine of the Millenium was generally 

believed in the three first centuries. I'he 
learned Dodwell has justly observed, ** This 
was one principle cause of the fortitude of the 
primitive Christians.” They even coveted 
martyrdom in hopes of being partikers of the 
privileges and glories of the first resurrection, 
which they understood literally, May not the 
passage on which this expectation was buh, 
be intended only to intimate the ‘spirit of the 
martyrs will live again? See Ezek. xxxvii. 
14. Rom. xi. 15. We add another remark- 
able passage, “ Who the heavens must re- 
ceive till the times of restitution of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of aH hix 
holy prophets since the world began.” = Acts 
iii. 21. One of the learned has the folowing 
remarks, ** The original word apokataseos, 
rendered restitution does not elsewhere occur 
in the New Testament. The verb from which 
it is derived occurs eight times ; it means pro- 
perly to restore a thing to ifs former situation. 
The word has also the idea of cousumhmation, 
completion, or filling up.” Its direct refer- 
ence is to the perfect fulfilment of all the pre- 
dictions of the prophets. What can stand in 
the way of this? "What being, or event,’ or 
combination ? Not any! Then why should 
Christians indulge in unholy tempers when 
defending what they believe to be God's 
truth? He could dispense with their services 
altogether, and yet banish error from bis 
Church and subdue the world unto himself, — 
If Christians would do: real, substantial ser- 
vice to the interests of vital, evangelical truth. 
Let them 

1.- Live under its dominion. ‘This entirely 
and constantly. Let it mingle itself with the 
very elements of thinking—thoughts are the 
seeds of action. Let it season the speech with 
the salt of wisdom and love, Let it secure a 
daily “attention to whatsoever things are true, 
honest, just, pure, lovely, of good report. “If 
there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things.” Holy practice will do 
more to advance true religion in the world 
than any controversies, much less angry ones, 
overrunning with uncharitableness and ill-wil. 
In this we find the very mastery of argumen:, 
and all the point and power of eloquence. 
Live the precepts and doctrines of the Gospel 
and error will slink away smitten and abashed 

2. Be much in prayer with God. Be con- 
cerned to profess its spirit. Feel that there 
is meaning and power, and importance in the 
exercise. That it is converse with an ever- 
present Being who neither slumbers nor sleeps, 
who condescends to be moved by humble, 
contrite, earnest worship; vea even to have 
all his perfections stirred and put into activity 

{by the voice of pleading prayer. Christians, 
would you beat back error from whatever 
quarter it comes, and cause the brightness of 
truth to spread over the world, like a sea of 
glory? Pray, pray, pray. +‘ The fervent ef- 
fectual prayer of a righteous wan availeth 
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superior. irtance of Divine to all 
things. The oul is a oy Ko 

Worship is divine; the curse and desolation of § a 


